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The idea of Mac Koala Club was envisaged in1995 by Steven Ward and Robert Close
from Western Sydney University and Jeff McGill, the editor of the Macarthur
Advertiser. Jeff supported the project whole-heartedly throughout its 18 year life and
deserves great credit for its success.

The project was planned as a way to involve the Campbelltown—Macarthur residents
in contributing to a scientific project by reporting koala sightings in an area where
koalas are relatively scarce and difficult to find and study. Once found and ear-
tagged, the koalas could be studied when the community reported sightings. Mac
Koala Club columns then allowed feedback to the community on the koalas’
movements and life histories, and provided updates on the koala research. The
columns involved the wider community with koalas and the unique bushland
environment which borders the eastern edge of Campbelltown.

For the next 18 years (1995 to 2013), articles were written by Robert Close, Steven
Ward and Tristan Lee. These stories convey scientific research in a way that
everyone could follow. The articles included the life histories of generations of
koalas living in the Campbelltown area. Starting with Molly’s story and ending with
St Helen, readers of the Macarthur Advertiser followed the Mac Koala Club column
each week. In the early years, young members had their birthday wishes from Mac
Koala printed in the column. However, not all columns featured koalas. For
example, the first two official records of platypuses in the Georges River were
reported on the Mac Koala Club hot-line and details were provided in the next Mac
Koala Club columns.

Several people were involved in the making of this four volume set and they deserve
credit for their dedication in storing, collating and indexing the columns: Thelma
Bourke, Verlie Fowler, Georgia Close and the Campbelltown Library Staff especially
Claire Lynch and Andrew Allen.

We don’t know what the future of Campbelltown’s koalas will be. The eventual
arrival of the disease, chlamydia, is likely to have a major effect on them as will
clearing of bushland. These columns, presented in the four volume set will allow
historians, researchers, students and interested community members to picture the
Campbelltown koalas at a time when their numbers and distribution were increasing.

Dedication:

This four volume set of Mac Koala columns is dedicated to the late Thelma Bourke
who collected the columns in the early years and stored them for all of us to enjoy
today and in the future.

Stephen J. Fellenberg (Insektus) and Lynette Bowden: Curators and Editors

4th February 2016



Campbelltown’s Macarthur Advertiser

Mac’s Koala Club

Volume 1. 1995 -1999

This four (4) volume set of Campbelltown’s Macarthur Advertiser Mac’s Koala Club
was compiled by Lynette Bowden and Stephen Fellenberg. February 2016.



Date

29/12/1999
22/12/1999
15/12/1999
8/12/1999
1/12/1999
24/11/1999
17/11/1999
10/11/1999
3/11/1999
27/10/1999
20/10/1999
13/10/1999
6/10/1999
29/09/1999
22/09/1999
15/09/1999
8/09/1999
1/09/1999
25/08/1999
18/08/1999
11/08/1999
4/08/1999
28/07/1999
21/07/1999
14/07/1999
7/07/1999
30/06/1999
23/06/1999
16/06/1999
9/06/1999
2/06/1999
26/05/1999
19/05/1999
12/05/1999
5/05/1999
28/04/1999
21/04/1999
14/04/1999
7/04/1999
31/03/1999
24/03/1999
17/03/1999

Campbelitown Macarthur Advertiser

Mac's Koala Club
1995-1999

Article Name

No article
Sarah’s in top hands
Burning matter must be solved

Help to preserve our habitat for possums

Why do dead animals do tell tales
Gary returns

Old koalas waste away

Martin still going

Cat parasite danger

Sighted in the suburbs

Devotees leaving no leaf unturned
Koala film is a big hit

Kind couple finance uni video
Dan weighs in after travelling
Battle in the tree tops

Koala crosses line of no return
Grant sets a new record

To be Frank, he's great

An echidna's sad demise

Radio collars might heip

For safe creoosing

Noxious weed wildlife threar

The shy lyre bird

Cottoning on to life

Our history is defeated

Rare ssquirrel glider

The shy koala

Owl no hoot for budgie

Mac's koala club

Too smart for humans

Few left: Black is beautiful
Terrific owl power

Rosier look for koalas

One angry koala

Vet talks on native pets

How a land owner is helping wildlife
Book prints our study

Death addera a hazaed

No article

A leafy legacy

Scratch, me happy

Joe blake goes fill monty when dining

Author

Steven Ward and Robert Close
Robert Close and Steven Ward

Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Robert Close and S$teven Ward
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Robert Close and Steven Ward
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Robert Close and Steven Ward
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Robert Close and Steven Ward
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close

Steven Ward and Robert Close

Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close

Steven Ward and Robert Close
Rabert Close and Steven Ward

Robert Close and Steven Ward
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Rabert Close



10/03/1999
3/03/1999
24/02/1999
17/02/1999
10/02/1999
3/02/1999
27/01/1999
20/01/1999
13/01/1999
6/01/1999

Date
30/12/1998
23/12/1998
16/12/1998
9/12/1998
2/12/1998
25/11/1998
18/11/1998
11/11/1998
4/11/1998
28/10/1998
21/10/1998
14/10/1998
7/10/1998
30/09/1998
23/09/1998
16/09/1998
9/09/1998
2/09/1998
26/08/1998
19/08/1998
12/08/1998
5/08/1998
29/07/1998
22/07/1998
15/07/1958
8/07/1998
1/07/1998
24/06/1998
17/06/1998
10/06/1998
3/06/1998
27/05/1998
20/05/1998
13/05/1998
6/05/1998
29/04/1998
22/04/1998

Large untagged maie spotted
Direction finer works

Bellows tell a story

Bound to be a few surprises

Best laid plans often go astray
Cute and cuddly puzzle

Sarah has cub, both well

We cover the plover

Wary Eric proves to be a big nipper
Another cub for Lyn

Article Name
NO ARTICLE IN PAPER
Long way to come
Caught after fiece struggle
Frog a colourful character
Kerry's capers
Underground life of burrowing frog
Hopping for joy at frog find
Bold visitor an easy catch _
Angela’s release caught on TV
Dan makes great pilgrim's progress
Evidence of koala breeding

Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward angd Robert Close
Robert Close and Steven Ward
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward

Steven Ward

Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close

Author

Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close

" Steven Ward and Robert Close

Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close

Georges River bushland home to native animals Steven Ward and Robert Close

Students examine bushland

Koala remains make the life of a biologist
Go east, young Dan: it's home

Onto the unknown

Sighting confirmed

Shirl and cub are well

Sugar gliders a great sight

Jacob's hidden harem

Pop along to open day

Bulrushes clear water

NO ARTICLE IN PAPER

Waterways goes to waste

Devilish Dan escapades

Natura history still in making

A fast train acomin: Furry friends face risk
Bush clearing to put bandicoots at risk
Sandy joins family

Dogs signalled alert for koala in reserve
It's your chance to make a difference
Another keala road-kill

Practice on Roger make a better Alby
Tree provides nifty nursery

Roger now modles for students

Water rats: cop a look

Breeding puzzle

Steven Ward and Robert Close
Robert Close and Steven Ward
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close

Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Robert Close and Steven Ward
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close



15/04/1998
8/04/1998
1/04/1998
25/03/1998
18/03/1998
11/03/1998
4/03/1998
25/02/1998
18/02/1998
11/02/1998
4/02/1998
28/01/1998
21/01/1998
14/01/1998
7/01/1998

Date
31/12/1997
24/12/1997
17/12/1997
10/12/1997
3/12/1997
26/11/1997
19/11/1997
12/11/1997
5/11/1997
29/10/1997
22/10/1997
15/10/1997
8/10/1997
1/10/1997
24/09/1997
17/09/1997
10/09/1997
3/09/1997
27/08/1997
20/08/1997
13/08/1997
6/08/1997
30/07/1997
23/07/1997
16/07/1997
9/07/1997
2/07/1997
25/06/1997
18/06/1997
11/06/1997
4/06/1997
28/05/1997

North-south links needed

Reunion with Franchesca

Alan plays hard to get

Appeal to track Kevin

A search for some tricks for research
What the devil? '

Dan leads us a merry chase

Lyn survives the environs

Rover's return

Plea for caller on koala to ring again
NO ARTICLE IN PAPER

Koalas attracted to our native trees
Young koalas facing danger

Bill survives pawful perils

Search on in wake of fires

Article Name
No Paper
No Paper
Glider bullied by cockies
Koalas makeus keep our place
A new member joins the club
Joeys, cubs and babies
Koalas on the go lately
Koalas or Wombats?
Shirley catches on
Koala alert in Camden
Sad news 1o report
Bush rats aplenty
Clues on spotting the elusive koala
Best defence is invisibility
Jacob's safety ladder
Closer than we think
Mum and cub safe
Enjoy the sight of old brushies
Go-ahead for video
Steve collared by radio
Koala tales taH but true
Koala is doing fine
Creek koala haunt?
Enter a hefty specimen
Stuffed, but poor Roger carries on
Searching for speties
How koala Mac died
Molly, Gaylene both fit and well
Fiesty Kevin in top health
Lyn and her cub sighted
Young ane failed to survived the night
Planes' long tarm effect

Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Robert Close and Steven Ward
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close

Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close

Author

Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close

Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Robert Close and Steven Ward
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close



21/05/1997
14/05/1997

7/05/1957 -

30/04/1997
23/04/1997
16/04/1997
9/04/1997
2/04/1997
26/03/1997
19/03/1997
12/03/1997
5/03/1997
26/02/1997
19/02/1997
12/02/1997
5/02/1997
29/01/1997
22/01/1997
15/01/1997
8/01/1997
1/01/1997

Date
25/12/1996
-18/12/1996
11/12/1996
4/12/1996
27/11/1996
20/11/1996
13/11/1996
6/11/1996
30/10/1996
23/10/1996
16/10/1996
9/10/1996
2/10/1996
25/09/1996
18/09/1996
11/09/1996
4/09/1996
28/08/1996
21/08/1996
14/08/1996
7/08/1996
31/07/1996
24/07/1996
17/07/1996
10/07/1996
3/071996

A really angry critter!

Enter another Olympic mascot
Animals come first

What do we know about the koala?
Please filt in survey form

Report koala sightings

Echidna in district

Called must ring us again to tell mere
Binoculars and antenna stolen
Equipment was stolen

Domestic dogs that kill

Skulls play role

Charting the DNA of koalas' lifestyles
Seen a rare wallaby lately?

Call for road sign

On lookout for potoroos

A wallaby from the swamp

Hard to spot wallaby

Airport threat

Facts on bandicoots

No Paper

Article Name
No paper
Time fast running out
Molly's now a mum

Mac was too smart and slipped his collar

Bill's classy eartags

Loutsin a low act

Enter the quoll: long may it stay
Lyn was collared- but only briefly
Tough life in bush

Mac's great party

Keep a watch on koalas

Ups and downs of populations
Just a phone call away

Car strikes down another animal

Impact of our native predators on koalas

Keep an ear out for breeding bellows
Care for koalas

The killers in the bush

Why not join Mac's Koala Club

Plane effects on koakas

Scent marks the spot

The territoral male

At haome on their range

Sightings of koalas are very important
When a mouse is an antechinus
Eucalyptus eaters

Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Rebert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close

Robert Close and Steven Ward
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Robert Close and Steven Ward
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close

‘Steven Ward and Robert Close

Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close

Author

Robert Close and Steven Ward
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close

Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Ctpse
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close

Steven Ward and Robert Close

Robert Close and Steven Ward



26/06/1996
19/06/1996
12/06/1996
5/06/1996
29/05/1996
22/05/1996
15/05/1996
8/05/1996
1/05/1996
24/04/1996
17/04/1996
10/04/1996
3/04/1996
27/03/1996
20/03/1996
13/03/1996
6/03/1996
28/02/1996
21/02/1996
14/02/1996
7/02/1996
31/01/1996
24/01/1996
17/01/1996
10/01/1996
3/01/1996

Date
27/12/1995
20/12/1995
13/12/1995
6/12/1995
29/11/1995
22/11/1995
15/11/1995
8/11/1995
25/10/1995

What's in gum leaves
No article
Tracking koalas

Steven Ward and Robert Close

Koalas surviving in a way most other animals ca Steven Ward and Robert Close

Day out for a winner

Corridors for koalas

Cool seasons take a toll

Scratched signs

A most unusual koala

Students on trail of Franchesca, cub
Why ignorance does not mean bush bliss
Look hard for ear tags

Fruit bats help koalas

Problems in paradise

Tiny bacteria help digest food
Home sweet pouch

Lyn's out in bush without her collar
No article

New home may be the answer
How many are there?

Companions of the campbelltown Koalas
Mac'c Koala Club: What's it for?
No article

No article

No article

No paper

Article Name
No paper
Koalas:The community response
No article
Koalas and their Relations
Koala Myths
Koala Trees
Koala Research
Molly's story
Koalas:What to Do?

Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close

Steven Ward and Robert Clo_se
Robert Close and Steven Ward

Robert Close and Steven Ward
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close

Author

Rabert Close
Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward and Robert Close
Steven Ward
Steven Ward and Robert Close



Campbelitown Macarthur Advertiser, Wednesday, October 25, 1995

KOALAS:
.3
- § Sofar his spring C«npbaﬂonhres-
IﬂanwmﬁkWus(maam
wis.al the Unbversity of Wesdam
Sydney) o § koalas which we would
ot hiatre Jound without your help.
| Two of these B wers young koalas

e idfled by dogs. The last, shown
- Co bete, was found on tha 191h Ceto-

ber. This anima! was 7 monihs oid
and altfough there are no obvious

ds, the dog A
injurles severe enough: to kil

| Atthrough this is an unfortuness exampla of whit can happen fo koalas, the
comimimty has entanced gur knowledgs of where koatas are and v

mwmdohwaWWQammmmmihe
Carnpbetiown area and bacause bhey are dificult Yo locake, the colmumi-
ty's kelp is essential. AN sightings of koakas, alive or dead, are valuable.
Kodtas have been faund in many suburbis on the east of Campbetiown. A
recent example is a koala caight near Airds High Schoot four weaks ago.
We have fitled soms koalas with idenlifying ear 1ags. H you should sea e
. kuatawﬂhearlag&p!aasenotedm&mrm&cursas!hntwﬂaﬁowush

- . . idenily the. koala,

: H# you find a koala thal Is injured or in distress we recommend tal you
leave il wihafe it is and conkact 1 as soon as possibie, i 1l is necessary ko
hardie We koala, cover it firef witn a thick banket_ Despite their cuddly
appearance, mate koalas, especialty are sicong wid animals and can
Inflicl nasty wounds with both their ctaws and teeth. If you have sighted 2
mmammmmm}mmmmmhomm
{D46) 20 3444,

Slaven Ward and Robert Closa,




Campbelitown Macarthur Advertiser, Wednesday, November 8, 1995

Molly"s |
Story

On a happier note than fast week's
aliout dog atracks on
koalas. we'd like 1o introdvee you
to Mutly (whown Iw.rel). She was first
found in Kenblyw on the fith May., -
1994, when she came into a baek
garden. At that time she wan 18
manths obd, hadly dehydrated and
weighwl only 3,1 kilograms.
+ She was nursal back to health by
T WHRES {Wildlife Information Reseue Emerzeney Servives)
worker Gaylene Parker afier [0 days of care. She was fitted with
a ruikio collar aml had an orange ear tag put bn the left car amd 2
green one i Lhe vight, She was then released into the bushas
Wedderburn and radio tracked to [nllow her movements, She
was kaler captured on the 10th November 1994 and weighed 3.9

kg .

In Decembw-r, unfortunately she was found in the fielid with 2
broken leg and was retured to Gaylene's care. After 6 weeks of
tender loving eare she was released again, When eapturcd on the

Znd August 15, she was in good health and weighed 5.8 ke,
Thix means that in L5 monthe, tkespite sethaeks, abe had aliwost

duuhded in by weight: She is still in the bush 2t Wedderburn

and we will give updates on her progress i futore columms, We

hope that she will have a baby nent year, 5o s.0y twned.
" Remwmber foo if you see 4 koala to leok ent for the car tags and
to carcfully note the loration. Who knows it might even be Molly?
™f yon have sighted 1 koaba you ean contact a Prof. Robert Close
on (646) 20 3100 or ofter hours on (086) 20 3444,
— — St i

ol




KOAI.A RESIAIICI'I

Vllmi reseurch is helng done on owr

Cnm lltown koalas? Well ot the moment
m the University of Weastomn

sm‘o are lrylng |o answer some basic

For inmm bw y koalus are there
around Campbellfown? We know that our
kealas are moving info the suhurhs on Illo
east of , are in the .
Wodderburn area, in paris of fhe )
Holsworthy army runge and are even
moving ucross to the Heathcote National
Park. However, as we don'? know how
much of this land the koalas are aclvally
luln&, we eannol accorately astimate the
afton size.

Hoj Ity our ressarch, with the assistance |
of the community, will pnnheo a hefter
osilmuh of the nymber of kealas, where
they are, where they gq,wluﬂlorlhoyure
disease and Ilow wol .‘3 _
brosding. This sort of on is
esl.llﬁlﬂ when nalting planning declsions;
if we don’t kmow where the koalas are
and what they are dolng, l!len we con
inadverfently cavse irreparable do

H you sigh? a koalu please contact Ro ert
Close on {046] 20 3100 or after hours on
{046} 20 3344,

Steven Wurd and llobor_l Close

IB I1-’B

Macarthur Advertiser, Wednesday, November 15, 1995




Camp
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thur Advertiser, Wednesday, November 22, 1995

belltown Macar 22.] u/q{

Pt

e

Lt

| koalas like to eat. Wirrimbirra Sanctuary donates a suitable seedling to all

" they will use other species and have even been found eating pine ny

;| amplifolia), . -
#| Treé'seedlings should be planted in a hole which has good drainage, at

] in some of compost and well rotted cow manure. Make sure the roots are
] not wound around the soil ball, and if they are, carefully tease them out so

;| backfill the ho
| Carefu

| Cabbage gums are smaller, but should still be planted at least 5 metres

People can help koalas that move into the suburbs by planting trees that
Mac Koala club members, but there. are a number of species that you can
plant. Koalas mainly eat leaves from Eucalypt trees of course, ai ouglll
es.
Koalas mainly eat grey gums (Eucalyptus punctata) and stringybarks
(Eucalyptus agglomerata and Eucalyptus oblonga) in the sangj}; areas of

Campbelltown.” In the areas with clay and shale soils, koalas favour forest
red gums (Eucalyptus tereticornis) and cabbage gums (Eucalyptus

least twice the width of the soil ball, and one and a half times as deep. Mix

that they can %row out into the soil. Cover the top of the soil ball, then
e, firming down the oil to support the plant. Water
thorouthy and place mulch up to, but not touching, the trunk. -

y consider the location where you place Your seedling. Currently
forest red gums and cabbage gums are being included in the Mac Koala -
packs, with other species to come later. Forest red gums are big trees and

should be planted at least 1) metres away from houses and power lines.

away from houses and power lines.
If you sight a koala please contact Robert Close on (046) 203 100, or after

| Membership cost just 55.00 for 12 months and includes:

hours on (046) 203 444.1 y :
| Steven Ward and Robert Close.

and help save our Koalas.

 Proudly sponsored by
Advertiser

* T-shirt * Ruler & Gum Tree Tube * Discount
Voucher Booklet * Balloons * stickers and more

“MAC'S KOALA CLUB

Parent/Guardian
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Macarthur Advertiser, Wednesday, November 29, 1995

' A number of myths have arisen from observation of koalas. One is
that koalas are always “drunk” on Eucalyptus leaves. Eucalyptus

“leaves contain essential-oils which give eucalypts their distinctive
smiell, but these oils are‘toxic to most other mammals. Although -
-koalas are able to detoxify (i.e. make harmless) most of the oils
found in eucalyptus leaves, they are not-druik. Detoxification of -

~the oils does take a lot of energy though. To conserve energy koalas

" usually move slowly and spend a lot of time sleeping: This is why
some people came to the conclusion that koalas are always drunk.

- Another myth is that the name “koala” means “does not drink

- water”. In fact an aboriginal name, koobor has this meaning. .
‘However koala derives from Colo an aboriginal name which comes
from the Hawkesbury river district and was used to name the Colo
river to the north of Sydney. N S A S
“Koala” is a truly Australian name. It does notneed any : - o

. attachments such as “bear”. Of course koalas are notbearsatall =
and humans are more closely related to bears than koalas are. There |
is a strong movement now to use Australian names for species = - .
native to Australia. Examples are using bilby instead of rabbit-eared |

~bandicoot and thylacine instead of Tasmanian tiger. So remember

-it's not koala beat, it's just called koala. L
If you sight a koala please contact Robert Close on (046) 203100 or
‘after hours on (046) 20 3444. C e e e




' Koalas are umque mumals Koalas, hke many Austrahan

anifmals are marsupials and this meafis that they're - 7~ |
| mammals which have a pouch. However, what do you o
thmk thi=__-1r closest Tiving reltailhves would be? - D

* Zﬁd who had poor muscle control and. kept 1.; j
‘babiés; The; problem'wasselved tfre Zoo vet p
her poych to keep.iticlose L
' 1f you sight a koala p yert
'20.3100.0r after hws»m 046) 20 3444,




Campbelltown Macarthur Advertiser, Wednesday, December 13th, 1995

Note:

No column published on this date



Macarthur Advertiser, Wednesday, December 20, 1995

-

KOALAS: THE COMMUNITY RESPONSE

The community has given a great response with 10 koala sightings and
we would like to thank those people who have reported them. O
particular interest was a sighting of a koala crossing the Hume Highway
in Casula, at about I1pm. This location is approximately 500 metres
away from the bush, so the koala would have travelled quite a distance
through market gardens. This kind of information is why the
community's help is such a great assistance in gathering information on
koalas. There's nothing like having thousands of pairs of eyes helping
out. ; ' '
We hope that the community will continue to call in with sightings..
There are other ways to find out if there are koalas in your area though,
For instance the mating season for koalas is in full sway and the males
will be calling to females and warning off other males. The call is a
ﬁrunt-squeal and sounds a bit like an anguished p g S

{ you are walking in the bush or even in the suburbs you can look out
for koala scratches and droppings: The seratches on trees will no
be 2 or 3 parallel lines. The scratches will not show up well on trees such
as stringybarks which have soft.fibrous bark but can show up quite
clearly on trees with smooth bark such as grey gums. Koala pellets are
like large olive pips. Possum pellets may look similar but are narrower
and look like tiny sausages. It you are unsure place the droppings in a
sealed container for 1-2 days. goala droppings will have a strong
Fucalypt aroma. If in double seal a few pellets in a plastic container or
wrapper and them to us at the University of Western Sgrdnesy.

If you sight a koala 4ﬁle_as.e contact Robert Close on (046} 20 3100 or after
héurs on (046) 20 3444, .

Why Not Join

Jicd I

and help save our Koalas.
Proudly sponsored by

b

R AR R : L aF -

Al ¢ - R T ILL R

Membership cost just *5.00 for 12 months and includes:-
* T-shirt * Ruler & Gum Tree Tube * Discount
Voucher Booklet * Balloons * stickers and more

MacCc'sS Koail.a CLU

>

Parent/Guardian 2

. 263 Queen St, Cainpbellt_bwn. P.O. Box 234, Campbelltown 2560
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Mac's Koala Club: What's it for?
This week we thought we would explain how Mac's Koala Club will
help the Campbelltown koalas. WelrMac's Koala Club is raising money
to l'flnd research. Your money will help pay for a student's scholarship
gieven Ward), which will allow him to spend 3 years studying koalas

I time. What a life! The catch is that at the end of it ke must write a

thesis {the size of a book). His work will then be examined by 3 experts
on marsupial biology. If they think that his work is not good enou p
then he loses his 3 vears of hard work. If he passes he's awarded a Ph.D.
and gains the title of “Dr”. The benefit for the community is that we will
know a lot more about the lives of koalas.
Sohow will the research help the koalas? Well at the moment we
cannot say for certain how many koalas there are, even just at
Wedderburn. Also we don't know what sort of habitat the koalas prefer
and why. Koalas in Victoria appear to behave quite differently to koalas
in the Campbelltown region. For instance in Victoria they use an area of
- 2-3 hectares, whereas our Campbelltown koalas use 30-50 hectares.
Quite a difference! These sort of differences mean if a development is
proposed we cannot accurately predict how it will affect the koalas.
However, if we find out how Campbelltown koalas behave normally
then we can make much more accurate predictions, If we don't have
information about the koalas then it's much more likely that well hurt
them inadvertently.
If you sight a koala please contact Robert Close on (046) 20 3100 or after
hours on (346} 20 3444, RV

Steven Ward and Robert Close.

and help save our Koalas.
Proudly sponsored by

A , THE MACARTHUR _ =
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Membership cost just *5.00 for 12 mo
_* T-shirt * Ruler & Gum Tree Tube * Discount
Voucher Booklet * Balloons * stickers and more
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Note:
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Mac's Koala Club:-\What's it for?

This week we thought we would explain how Mac's Koala Club wiil
help the Campbelltown koalas. WelFMaC's Koala Club is raising money
to fund research. Your money will help pay for a student's scholarship
(Steven Ward), which will allow him te spend 3 years studying koalas
full time. What a life! The catch is that at the end of it he must write a
thesis (the size of a book). His work will then be examined by 3 experts
on marsupial biology. If they think that his work is not good enough  «
then he loses his 3 years of hard work. If he passes he's awarded a Ph.D.
and gains the title of “Dr”. The benefit for the community is that we will
know a lot more about the lives of koalas.

So how will the research help the koalas? Well at the moment we
cannot say for certain how many koalas there are, even just at
Wedderburn. Also we don't know what sort of habitat the koalas prefer
and why. Koalas in Victoria appear to behave quite differently to koalas
in the Campbelltown region. For instance in Victoria they use an area of
- 2-3 hectares, whereas our Campbelltown koalas use 30-50 hectares.
Quite a difference! These sort of differences mean if a development is
proposed we cannot accurately predict how it will affect the koalas.
However, if we find out how Campbelltown koalas behave normally
then we can make much more accurate predictions. If we don't have
information about the koalas then if's much more likely that we'll hurt
them inadvertently.

If you sight a koala please contact Robert Close on (046) 20 3100 or after
hours on (946) 20 3444. .

Steven Ward and Robert Close.

g

and hep save our Koalas.
Proudly sponsored by

o  THE MACARTHUR -

Membersﬁz’cost ust *5.00 for 12 months af:;' uic!udes:-

¥ T-shirt * Ruler & Gum Tree Tube * Discount
Voucher Booklet * Balloons * stickers and more

T MACS KOALS CLUB ™~ ""E

263 Queen St. Campbelltown P.O. Box 234

L
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MAC'S COLUMN

Companions™of the
Campbelltown Koalas

Knalazarenotﬂilfmﬂ mdmgmedspeoesw}uchnvemhﬂwb;sh
+ arpund Camy town. Three other endangered species have been
hmdmme%b'glmsCmekCamhmentmaduﬂngasmvey
“cowstucted for the Macarthur branch of the National parks
Association. These 3 endangered species are; the broad-headed
snake; the giant burrowing amvd the red-zowned toadlet, For
‘these except the broad-headed snake, there are so few
individuals left that are considered to be rare apnd vanerable to -
extinction. Also, under w,ﬁ\esespeaesarepmtected
The broad-headed snake, however, is considered to be th d
ﬂusmeansthatthespeaeslsoonsaderedtobevervdoseto
extinction, and is also protecied, The reagon that the
broad-headed snake is th d is that it lives in.
_rock-on-rock” habitat ie. under rocks whidvhave -
exioliated, or “peeied” aﬂlargerrods.‘mesesortoﬂmse
rocks have frequently beean removed by people, often
illegally, to use as "bush rock” in sulxitban gardens, As the
rocgsunderuhld\thebtmdhgadedsmkellmamfomd
of sandstone, they break easily. This means that people
walking on tap of the loose rocks in the bush can destroy the
broad-headed snake's habitat. Surprisingly, despite being
close 0 such a large urban avea as Sy, mostnflhebush
around Campbelltown is wetpzslt::e ; R
Cam.pbe]]&mvndz w :

the surrounding bushiand, and we will have to carefu]if : “’Bmd'h’a‘;e.lgml Kel
we want 1o keep species. stch as the broad-headed snake, koalas and others. Photogeaph by Ph
!fwusv%htakoaiapieasemntactRobertCloseon (O%)Zl}slﬂﬂ,onfner!mmson(mmﬁsa?'?

Steven Ward and Robert Close
Why Not Join

and hegp save our Koalas

Membersmp cost just *5.00 for 12 months and inchides:-

* T-shirt * Ruler & Gum Tree Tube * Discount Voucher Booklet
* Balloons * stickers and more

HAPPY BIRTHDAY THIS MONTH TO:
 Jessica Zack — Andrew Craig — Nathan Grech — Ryan Thomiss i Jodee Halerow — Adnan
Rictdyk — E MecCabe — Rachel Siskovic — Ruth Jenman —— Jessica McKenzie — Zoe Shepherd
- Ehzaher.h Clark — Denovan Mosley — Tara Proctor — Jacab Andaloro —
- Christopher Homace Thomton. .

rite to Mac s Koala Club - Campbe]itown P.O. Box 234.

Proudly .svon..sbréd va i



now

| MOST readers will not be aware that there is debate
| between scientists over whether or not koalas are under
| threat of becoming extinct. Why don’t the scientists

agree? Well, it’s -essentially due to difficulty of
:-estimating - how ‘many. koalas there are.

Why is this so hard if all you have to do is goout

Koalas are hard .to spot and the areas involved are so
hnige that counting all the koalas would take too much
. time, and cost far too much. Instead, we have to
_.awn:ﬁn mumbers. : :
| First we would count the koalas in a certain area, say
| in 100 hectares. Then if yon know how much suitable
i habitat there is you multiply the number of koalas per

_ there and count them? Unfortunately, it’s not that easy.

hectare by your total area to obtain your estimated -

population, However, when' different people use this

method . they come up with completely different -

| estimates,

| For example, the Australia Koala Foundation ‘has
iestimated that there are 40,000-80,000 koalas in

many are there”

' Australia, but other researchers believe that there

. By STEVEN WARD
. and Dr ROBERT CLOSE

are 2 million koalas in Victorian alone.

These estifates are very difficult because we are not.

sure exactly where koalas occur, and how many there

‘are per hectare where they occur. This is because )
density at which koalas occur varies enormously. In’
Victoria five koalas per hectare may be cominon,

whereas in Campbelliown there may only be one koala
per 10 hectares, - :

Despite the low density of koalas in the Campbell-
town region we belicve the population is thriving and
sending out young ones 1o recolonise former habitats.

To make sure our estimates of population numbers is
correct we need your help to record sightings. This

- gives us an idea of the total area used by koalas and -

numbers per hectare.

I you sight a koala please contact Robert Close on -

(046) 20 3100 or after hours (046) 26 8679,

| Macarthur Advertiser, Wednesday, February 14, 1996

and her newly bormn baby - from .-

pictured above. -

- reasous: First, wild koalas are not as

their mother's pouch.
Lyn certainly relaxed during her

LAST week’s Zmomnrﬂa. >|a_:§nmwm_.
reported the capture of the koala Lyn-

xm.z_u.s Primary School, and showed
her being weighed in a hessian bag, as

The koala was put in the bag for two.

- cuddly as they seem and can scratch and
bite, and second, marsupials (animals
with pouches) caim down when in the
dark, perhaps bringing back comforting -
memonies of when they were youngin .

_o:mm period of captivity at Elizabeth
_ZmomE_E. Agricultural Institute, with a

“uoc.w_ Mﬂn&:&.ﬁ? a former Taronga |

TAK 200 vet, conducting her phvsic

examination, Bhe nm.wm._om“. .

The vet said Lyn’s heart rate was ~

very calm and pronounced her to be ip
oﬁo:ﬂ._“ conidition, with no olitward’

. Sign of the disease chlamydi ich
affects koalas). e A.!M._Q. B

mzoﬂ.u%.n:m nicholii during her -
"Overnight stay at the institute, Lyn w
_.n_nmm& back into her home Ew” 3
Sporting blue and pink ear tags and a
- collar with a small radio transmitter,
a If you .wwmhﬁvmw_mo&m. -contact Robert
0se on, 3100 or after h
on (046)26 8679, o

After consuming a large quantity of A

In the bag — a pair

~of happy koalas



KOALAS: Sometimes there may be _uBc_m_._._w. with translocations

“ zmgcq.)%oammsuﬁo%omam& _uo_.uE.m.Q.B. 1698

New home Bmu\
¥ be the msméﬂ.

Victoria’s
bold move

By Dr ROBERT CLOSE
and STEVEN WARD

IN Victoria, most koala _uocEmﬂo:m
have been established by ranslocating
animals, that is, koalas were moved
from one location to another,

This was done because there was a
. mE.EE of animals at French and Philip

islands, while on the mainland-of :
] Victoria koalas were almost extinct
because they were hunted for fur from
i f the 1880s to the 1920s.
i| However, there are problems with
translocations, If there are already
koalas where the new ahimals are
moved to, then you will be &u:_vczm
the resident koalas.

Also, if there are no koalas already at
| the spot where the translocation is to
take place, this may be because koalas
cannot survive in that area.

Other problems with c.mum_onmnon
arise because adult koalas use a certain
area (called a home grange), and if they
are moved from this area they will often
try toretum.

Another risk is that normally only a

moiszuﬁwa.a:wn&omgrmr»noﬂ

- population problent, causing ifibréedizig

(related koalas that mate and _.E_.n .
babies).

Inbreeding is a problem because m.u.E
a while there will be less variation i ==

‘population. Variation is important, -
" because we cannot predict what will

happen in the future.
For example, if the koalas catch a -

" new disease and there is no 5525:

(that is all koalas are almost identical),
then they would probably allbe -

 affected because they are so similar.

However, if the koalas are different,
then some may be resistant to the. -
disease.

If you sight a koala Eomma oou_ﬁon
Robert Close on (046) 20 3100 or &wo_.
hours on (046) Nm 8679. . :




Note:

No column published on this date

Campbelltown Macarthur Advertiser, Wednesday, February 28, 1996
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YOU will remember that
on February 7 we cap--
md and collared a
female koala, which we

named Lyn, at Kentlyn

Public’ School.
.Before we released
.her. we.fitted her with a

: radm collar,

“The radio collar is
worn around the koala’s
néck and consists of a

coller, a small water-
proof alufiipium con- -

tainer with a battery, and
a wire, coated in plastic,

which protrudes about

Tem to 8cm.

" The whole collar only" -

weighs 200g and the
battery lasts -about elght

club

months.

The' ieeewer can p1ck
up the beeping at dis-
‘tances of wp (o Skm

The cotlar constantly-
emits beeps on a radio.

frequency, which-can be

‘"‘dﬂf good oondmons
and can be used to work
out whick direction the

signal is coming from.

. We can then walk in

" the direction indicated

by the -receiver until,
hopefully, we find Lyn.

But Lyn scently 10st:-~'"-

her radio collar,
Thls means !hat we

' Iﬂ@vemems, .

. The -reason.- why Lyn -
Jost -her radio-coflar is -
probably. becansé it gof

caught under  stick, or
twig.

Coﬂarmr a koa]a we

deliberately leave. it -

When we fit a mdlo.

| LYN the koala, cap-
.-} tured and oollaredmg
1 Kentiyn

- Public

School, photo-

gfaphed recently by

DAM HOLLING-
" WORTH.

Lyn’s out in bush
witl out her collar

loose enotigh ‘so that i
the collar does get

-caught it can come off.

This may cause some
inconvenience for us,

“but it means that koalas

won’t hang themselves.
Lyn, like 15 other
‘koalas, is still weaiﬁng"

“ear-tags which may’ be

seen with bmoculars. .
Lyn's ear-tag coloiirs
are pink and’ blue._
If you Slg]lt L)i‘n, or
contact Robert Close on

(046) 203100, or after

hom on (046) 26 8679.-

~ Robert Closa
- amnd Steven Ward



Home sweet pouc

IN koala:. pouches, the
young {cubs) are only as
big as a fingernail when
-they are born and up to
six months old. Most
births occur in Decem-
ber and January, 35 days
after mating.
Births may occur as
"late as March, although
this is uncommon.
When born, koala
cubs only weigh about
0.5 grams and are less
-than two centimetres
long.
After it makes its way

10 the pouch the cub

atiaches to a nipple for
15 weeks.
" A122 weeks it has fur
iand the cub starts to lock
cautiously omt of the
pouch.
At  this fime the

[dark coloured fluid

mother also produces a

called pap (discussed

Helping hand for Simone

Ir Advertiser, Wednesday, March 13, 1996

next week) which the
cub consumes.

At 24 weeks, cubs are.

fully furred and they try
eating leaves for the first
time.

As the cub beoomeb
larger and more confi-
dent it will spend longer
periods out of the pouch,
clinging to the belly of
the mother, and after a
while will ride on her
back.

The cub slowly makes
longer and jonger trips
away from the mother.

After 12 months the
cub will be independent,
although they often stay
in the territory used by
the mother for another
year. '

The mother ofien,
although not always,
mates once the cub is
weaned.

Usually only one cub

"MORE and more of our younger readers are
becoming interested in the local koala colonies

and Mac’s Koala Club. One letter from comes .

from Simone Marie Beer: -
“T am researching the keoala for a school
“project. I would like to be a member of your

club ?nd I vlvould llike to l'cnow it; you could send
J

| a1

is born, although twins
occur occasionally. If
this happens it is
unlikely that both will
survive.

Interestingly, unlike
other marsupials, female
koalas do not clean the
pouch, and when the
young emerge they are
covered in a black tar-
like material which is
composed of the cub’s
wastes,

me some pictures and facts and info about?

Once the cub hay
emerged the mother wil:
clean it.

This is why, as men-
tioned in a previous
column, when one koald
at Taronga Zoo had
problems keeping the
cub in the pouch
(because the pouch faced
backwards), the vet
could sew the pouch up.

This couldn’t have
been done with other
marsupials, like a kanga-

roo, as they regularly

clean out the pouch. If

the kangaroo and other

magsupials cannot clean
out the pouch, the young
will die.

If you sight a koala

please contact Robert

Close on 9046) 20 3100
or after hours on (046)
26 8679,

- Steven Ward:
and Robert Close

koalas for my project. Thank you.”
“P.S. Please send as soon as possible as it is

due in on the 24th of March. I am in Year 3 at’

Belmont Primary School”

The Koala Club is on the ball and has at’reaaﬁ’i

sent Simone the details she needs.
L W 3
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T1ny bacterla help

LAST week we discussed how koala cubs develop mac s koala cluh

thieir life in the pouch.

* We also mentioned that at the time when they
emerge from the pouch, aged six months, they
consume $ap produced by the mother. Pap is a dark
green fluid produced by the-intestine and released I —
from the mother’s anus, or bottom. '

Pap is consumed over a number of days and -
basically consists of concentrated digested leaves.
The papis rich with microbes (single-celled

"':' - alsohave microbes which help our digestion, but we
don’t need them as much as herbivores do, so we
don’thave ¢ many.

organisms also known-as bacteria) which provide the
koala.cub with the microbes it needs to properly digest
,eucnlxptus leaves,

|, Thisrich brewof bacteria is swallowed by the cub
andg to the-¢aesum to help the ynung cub change

: lietto leaves. - - _
‘he usé:of microbes in the knalato helpdigest
ucalypus leaves is similar to cows and many other
rbivores.(aniral which eat blasis), In fact; humsns

| (046)203

The Koala is unusual in that most of the microbes
live:in the cascum. The caecum is basxcally a dead end
Bitof tibing which isconnectad tothe intestine. In -
-fact, the koala has the Jargest, caecum for its size — up
_tidtwometies fong. :
 If yousightakonla please contact Robert Close on
hours on (046) 26 8679. .

: [1Steven Ward and
. Robert.Close
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YOU ‘may have seen newspaper stones of
a koala cull at Kangaroo Island, South
.Australia.. ‘The authorities- thete are
.considering culling (killing) 2000 koalas.

We ate not involved in the decision at

Kangaroo Island but we would like 1o
.comment on the problem.

Koala populations can increase in size
rapidly if conditions are suitable, such as
on Kangaroo Island. In most habitats,
koala numbers are kept down by deaths
from dogs, dingoes, fires, cars, chlamydia
and dehydration.

If there are excess young .they will

disperse from the colony into surrounding

habitat, This is fine on the mainland but

on an island. the young have nowhere to
go, and population numbers can increase

mac’s lmala
column

rapidly. This can _be a problcm as too
many koalas can eat all the available

leaves (called. overbrowsing).
If overbrowsing occurs then koalas will

" die as there will not be enough food.

In the past koalas have been moved to

reduce the population size of ‘koala -

colonies’ on islands. However, this i%
expensive, time-consuming and as we

have discussed in a column previously,
may cause harm to both the koalas being:

moved and to any resident koalas in the

roh lems in paradise

area to which new koalas are moved. -
At Campbelltown, the koala population
appears t0 be’ expanding, and _you-might
ask whether culling ‘weuld ever be
necessary here: Fortunately, there is stiil a .
large area of adjacent bushland in the
Army and Water Board Jand, so young
animals will disperse there. . :
If the community’ protects other bush-

land corridors then our Campbelitown.
: koalas will help recolonise vacant areas.

‘One such corridor already links the
George and Nepean . rivers, and could_
allow our koalas access to all of the bush
around Sydney.

If you sight a koala please contact '

. Robert Close -on {046) 20 3100 or after .

hours on (046) 26 8679.




Macarthur Advertiser, Wadnosday, April 3, 1596

N KOALAS and flying foxes whaz do lhey
_have in common'? '

Here at the nmvemty, we are: trymg to
Adentify the eucalypt species ecaten by -
Campbe]ltown keoalas by studying the leaf
 fragments that finish up in their droppings.
Cell pattérns oir the leaf fragments in their
droppings. are distinctive, so we can identify
the species the leaf fragment came from.
" Recently’ we found a lot of pollen from
“encalypt-flowers in some koala pellets and
would like to kriow whether the koala actually -
ate the flowers or whether the polien was
eaten accidentally with the leaves.
~ Another mammal species seen at Camp-
belltown cats eucalypt flowers.. You may
_._'have seen 1t as a black shape sﬂhouettcd

'I'lllt bats ep‘,.a i

mac S kuala

_club column

against the moon, Of course, it’s the fruit bat.
or flying fox. It uses the nectar from. flowers -
for ‘energy, and the pollen for protein. The:
fruit bat is very important for pollinating gam .
trees and thus helps the native trees to -

produce fertile seeds. So the fruit bat heips the
koala by making sure there are always young
gum trees ready to replace those that die.

"There are many thousands of frmt bats in
" the Campbelltown district. They “camp” in a
- patch of forest near Camden and fly out at
:sutiset, ‘makifig a tetrific din as they spread
out across the. ‘countryside. They may fly as
far as 100km it a night. Wedderbumn
crchardists are forced to put huge nets over
 their drchards to protect their fruit. Unfortu-
naiely, -as. the eucalypt forests are removed, -
the pressures on the orchards from fruit bats .
will increase; Alt lhe more reason for citizens
~and councils to plant eucalypts whenever they -
¢an? The koalas would agree t0o0. _ _
If you sight a koala please contact Robert
Close on (046) 20 3100 oi after hours on
(046) 26 B679.
OBy Steven Wand and Robert Close
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T EEY kids: As you can see from these pic-

tures our local area boasts quite a few
koalas. But to survive they need your help.
Do you want 10:save Campbelltown’s
koalas? Joining Mac's Koala Club is_a
great way and it's a lot of fun as well. To
join, get the details on page 14 of today's
paper. For an update on the club and local

koalas, tumn to page 30, for Mac's Koala

Club column.
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mac S lmala
(:|ll|l column

- 'the Dreamtime. :

However, there wasa fumre i1 1986 when koalas
.- were “rediscovered” in Wedderbum aﬂer adevelopment

was approved., :

The development had been given the all-clearby.
‘National Parks and Wildlife Service officers who at the
3time were unaware of koalas in the area,

Ttisi ttoemphamsethatafewlocalpeopledld
_kiow that koalas were {and still are] presentm the area

- proposed for developinent.

'KOALAS bave beenin the Campbelltow:l region since

. Perhapstheydidnotknowwhcrctorcportmghnngsor '_ :

even if it was worthwhile telling anyone,

Wehaveoomeacrosspeoplewhofeelverypmwcnve :
on information, =
koalas willbe

.-.Serwce(bod:canbefoundmthephone

of “theit” koalas and are reluctant to
This reluctance arises from fears
- harassed. But it can cause the sori of probléms the
. Wedderburn development caused, where the lack of
" official information almost led to koala habitat jn
Wedderburn being de

. SI:'ﬁl.‘i'ltlns local kinowledge is not passed on it is a real foss.
50 who do you ell? Well, koalamghtmgs should be
tous, . .

We.are also
. —if hunting occurred, Wwhete and how many were taken,
andsoon
: Sightings of other espwallyrareor
"f'endangemdonesshoudberepomdwusortlw
Australmn Musenm or the National Parks and Wnldhfe

stroyed. S 'ﬁrholmows,ywmyevendmooveranewspecles,such
msmappoblmnot}ustforkoalasbutalsoforomer-"

. perhaps the brush-tailed bettong (feared extincionthe .
. mainland), the red-necked pademelm, or d'le brush-taﬂed
Tock wallaby, | -

larly mtercsted m ‘historical reports ]

_(046)2031000raﬁerh)mson(046) 26 8679.

book).
lesercportsprovﬂeaweallhofmfmmation,and
asdsewollempme(alarge&ee) wluchwasfoundlast
ycarncarSy
Rarenwmnalswhlchmay stlllpemstmthearea
mclmlethespotted-taﬂedquollmdsma]lwallables,

So keep yOureyesandyourcamerasready
If you sight a koala please contact Robert Close on

DBy Steven Ward and RobeﬁClosc

Macarlhur Advertiser Wednesday, Apnl 17, 1996




FRAN -CPESCAwasﬁm '
found on September 15,
1995, by students from. . |
‘the University of! Westem.:-.-
Sydnéyonan, = 7 .. -
envaronmenm.l sc;enoe

 She was capw:cd ancl
ﬁng:d with edr tags - -
{orange in the left é4r and’ .
Light blue in the tight} and o
acollar. She welghed :
'7.25kg -

' 13th we tracked:

o !F you szght a koala contact R _ _C’los'e. . :
Fraichiesca and caught S AP
herto change her radio of-?OO gramis inthe next
collar.- . two months at which time
- When we, caught her mac s oa a she’ll start eating leaves,
she was10m highina . . Thisisthe timein. -
‘bloodwood (Eucalyptus : Franhcesca’s life when she
gummifera). -~ “needs the best£food — let’s
We (Robert Close and hﬁpe we get some more
Steven Ward)both ramsoontomakeherjob
climbed the tre¢ and. : easier,
waved aflag ontheendef . = RIS . IR WeletFtanchescaand
-a pole abO\rthanchesca s S e i *. her cub:go once we'had
‘head: - . abag. . 1 ':herp:evmusly, this is her . weighed and theastired -
This uades the. - = -Shehadafemalecubin firstcub, her and fitted her et
koala to chmb down thc -thepouchaboutfive - '~  Franchesca and the cub  collar.
tree, perhaps the ﬂappmg months old. . © togetherweighed84 = = Ifyou sxght Py boala
is like a wedge-tailed -~ Shewas lf)cms-long - kilograms, whichiisa -~ . please contact Robert
'_eagle attack, - - and was just getting her - good healthy weight and: Close on (046) 20 3100 or
Onceshe pottothe . first fur (short pale hau's) (s quite alarge increase ©  after hours on (046) 26
‘bottom two vohunteers -~ Because Franchesca’s:  since she was last caught. ~ 8679, .
usedanetﬁomstrmnher_ . ‘pouch was'not fully . Thecubwill grow - . - DStevanWardand

until we could place her in mmewhcnwecaught '___-quwkiyncwuptoatotal : FlobertCIoae



{us to track her movements. :
-'We canght Molly, whom we hawmn' OF
hetore, -on April 19 hecause her oollar-_
{needed to be changed. :
We anticipated that Molly would have a cub,

weeksagmliowever,l:hlswasnotthemse

'.eﬂecﬂvely had a double pouch.

'-a very special Koala indeed.

. We mentioned previously. ¢hat a koala’s

: N lnst weel:’s eﬂlnnin we: described how we-_ o E
caught Franchesca, a female koala at Wedder- . giax
: .bumaﬂchangedhefradiouoﬂarwhichaﬂows_'_..__ BE |

:m Franchesca did ‘when .canght. about three

Whenweexanﬁnedherpouehwefoundmat: '
'itwasdivuled by‘amembranesothatshe'

ThislsquiteunnsualhndmeqnsthatMollyis '

-'unnkeww'bei-ame to raise a cub to maturity-

Happily however, Molly is in good condition

- and weighéd &Skg,mincreaaeof"}o&lgrams
'We also found the nipple.which acub would -
feed: from was right at the edge of the pouch. -
'-_Close on 203 108 or .after- hours" 268 679.
pmchisunusunlinthatitfacesbackwnrdsand - For ] skt
{'we think this means that because Molly’s nipple
_ lssoch)mfoﬂaeeﬂgeofﬁle pouch,thatlfshedid

from August 1995 ‘when she was last caught.
If you sight a koala please mntact Robert

. cim

EI Steven Wand and Roberg ]




SCRATCHES made by koalas on a iocal eucalyptus. pundata tree

ed Sl

WHILE we humans

have four fingers and
one thumb, Koalas have
i two thumbs and three
ﬁngers on - their front
“hands™. . - .

The two fmgers aq
_-tagether like a thumb, as

yoti -can se¢ from. the.

accompanying diagram.
*  This arrangement pre-
sumably helps. koalas
grasp on trees when they
are climbing. :

It also hclps us to’

recogmse koala
scraiches. in trees -which
typically are two-6r three
‘parallet lines, -
photograph shows,’

On their hind legs,.
koalas ‘have four. digits.

“and four claws; '
interestingly, they have’

‘as the-

‘mac’ s

I?IIII! column

two claws in one toe.
This double toe acts

lxke a comb, so0 that

koalas can groom them-

selves and catch para-,
sites~sach as uoks and
lice. '

is 'referred as
“syndactyl”,
simply means

~ This
being
which

“but.

having thé

“foot fused. _
Koalas share this fea-
turg with many tharsupi-
als such as kangaroos,
wombats . and bandi-
coots. : '
-The palms and soles
of koala hands and feet
are. rough and grainy.

This allows the koala to.

hi 1‘ . 01_
fourth toes of the’ lnnd-__;lf they - are . haiassed,

gnp the tree better when
“climbing,

The claws-of koalas
long 1-2cm

'also mean that - koalas'

can inflict nasty ‘wounds

which is why we rccom—_
mend that koalas be left

-well alone.

."People’ who find &
- koala may contact Rob-
‘et Close by ringing

(046) 20 3100 or after

.hours on {046).26. 8679 ;

1. Steven Ward and
Robert Close.

'Koala hand

Koala -fp@}t 2




THE seasons -are - changmg and’ 1t'
moving into the time of year which is
tonghest for koalas. : :

In winter the leaves are poor in. food

quality: In spring and summer the warmer. -
. weather.~ allows the™ eucalypt trees o

-flounsh and to put out new leaves.

- In'some eucalypts these new leaves are
really good ‘eating’ for koalas. This is
because’ the new
"nutrients so that the leaves can grow

Some eucalypts are sneaky though"and .

they put toxic chemicals inio these new
leaves. just to. stop them being. eaten.
‘A koala’s life is tied to these variations
in leaf production. This i5 why male
koalas mate with as many females -as

“ool seasons take toll

leaves are . full of

_posmbic o : _
_ Not every year is the 5ame lhcugh and.
.theé production of these new. leaves
depends upon rainfalt and. the weather,
“jost” like wheat and other crops.

This means that in some years the -

eucalypls may produce: far fewer néw
leaves, ‘or perhaps none at all.

As with any other wild -animaI,‘ koéuia's’..

may die when condmons are poor
Perhaps thiis is-why we have found two

* adult koalas dying of kidney problems and

others dehydrated. -
. With good. conditions’ the. populanons

g should recover, expand and perhaps even -
‘recolonisé areas where they: rnay have

become locally. extinct..
"] Steve Ward and Robert Close'

: ..PS to'club members: Winners of Mac’s.

Koala, Ciub . colouring-in competition
were Trcia Median, of Ruse and James

-Taylor of Glenfield (toy packages) with

the field trip to track koalas going to

'Rebecca Kubarik, of Tahmoor. Well done

- the wininérs - and everyone “who
partu:tpated ' .



"WE have mentioned in previous
columns the importance of lmkmg
koala populations.

© A small populanon is much more

. likely to recover after a-distuibance .
like fire, if koalas «can come in“from '; :

other unbumt areas.

. Koalas cafi travel: long dlstanoes, o SRS
* Cross roads and. fences

whlch helps to lmk 1solated popula-
tions. .

In fact, - a koala we tagged at
Kentlyn was later found in the
~Heatheote' National Park, which is
-about 15 kilometres over very rugged
: oountl‘y

“Koalas - will travel- through qmte.'

opgn farmland, but they prefer.to use

areas with-abundant trees, so suburbs.

*and extenswely cleared farmland will
stop -mest - koalas™ ‘movements. .
A cortidor may help to solve this

problém s#nd is baszcally ]ust a road

for animals. .
‘However, the- comdor should ade-

ally have feed mees within it, whtch' -
act like service stations for cars. Then -
koalas can stop and. “re fuel on -

L : .'.'_'--pohcy for our koala colony..
- Rivers make marvellous comdors"-"

- encalyptus ' leaves,

because there is usually vegetation on

the banks and space below bridgés for -

- animals to move, without having.to

. There arg two. 1arge river systems,
the Georges and Nepean, whlch will

~do this job.

However, allhough the two river
systems are only separated by four
kilometres of bush, farmland and the
Appin. Road, they are becoming
isolated by further: development.

- Recently a group of concerned znd
energétic residents in Narellan - com-
bined with Camden Council to obtain
a promise from Premier Bob Carr to
develop- 'abush . cofrider from -the
Nepean River which would link with
Mt Annan Botaic Gardén. =
Such far sighted thinking will help

‘to enhance the Nepean-Georges River

link, which will provide an insurance

If-you.sight & koala. please contact
Robert Close. on 046) 20 3100 or
after hours on (046) 26 8679. .

D Steven Ward Rabert Close.
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' HOW do: yeu dlges
leaves whichhave Tess

that. Not only do
eacalyptus leaves
resemble cardboard in
their nutritive value, but
they re packed full of
_toxic comipounds which

: top most other mamjnals -

| from eating them, too.

~In fact, apart from.
koalas only greater
gliders (alarge possum
1-1,3kg in size) mamly
cat eucalypt leaves.

alsolive inthe -
Camp belliovm : area, use
free hollows for nesting -

treesdon’tstartto .-
develop hollows until

gliders are most restricted
to the sout of habitat they
can-use.

:Greater ghdcrs and-
koalas digest’ Ihe_tough :
eticalypt leaves in very
sinilar ways.

the leaves, koalas - -
thoroughly chew them

mutrition than cardboard? .
Well, akoala does just .

Greaterghders, whlch. :

{unfike koalas) and, s+

they are quite old, greater .

. .'-watemsverylmpoﬁam_ y
- | aswithouritakoala: . -
1 wﬁuldneedtocany

hﬁﬂng, yoi'll iealise that
_water is really heavy, so
- | - cafrying all that extra-
- | weight wouldbe abig -

. To get the-most out of - -'
- but'when the broken-up -

with shatp-ridged molar

the moisture and nutrients
contained in the leaves, -

leaf passes through the: -

‘koala’s dipestive system,
- Ll

A GHEATER glider and where it is founcl

ThlS releases most of

througti qeickiy, and

_sinallplecesarekept
. longer. -
_ Thma]loWsnncrobes :.‘"'
to work on these smail
~ leaf piecesand break -
Pt Crda ey

. -amund intrees.
relauvely blg pneces pass -

them down produang
energy which the koala
cdn use.

The koalaalso gets

aimost all of the waterlt o
- | -needs from the léaves it

- eats. It will also -
' occaswnaﬂy lick dew off
| leaves.

A koa.la can survwe on

.Tlus ablhly loconsem

aroutid extra water in the'
form of fai, in case of .
‘drought.

If you have ever gonf:

burden for as animal hke
a koala, which climbs

9661 ‘S eunb ‘Aapsaupem_ Jééiu'ennv 5nuueoew

" Ifyouseeskoala, - .

: contm:t Robert Close on

(046) 203 203, or

- aftec-hours on (046) 268 |

679,
’ [:I Steven Ward and
 Robert Close 4



Tracing

SOMETIMES reseatch involves. upusual methods to
answer seemingly simple questions. =

One such question is whether koalas are actual]y
feeding from the trees we find them in.

in-a tree during the day because it is shady or

‘leaves.

At first, this question seems easy to answer — ]ust
watch the koalas.

But koalas spend about 20 hours a day resting and
£ sleeping, s0 you may have 1o watch a koala fér a long
time before you would see one eat.

More - importantly though, our presence may
change their behaviour.

- Resnlts from other research in Queensland indicate

when they are being observed and theu' feeding
behaviour could change too.

- So how can we get around this?

‘Well, when a koala chews up a leaf there will be
some large fragments in a koala’s faeeal pellets.

These will then enable you to dlscover what the
koalas have been eating.

tics of their leaves, -

to try to.solve the problem.

" Beverly has now developed a technigue by which
the. waxy outer layer of eucalypt leaves ‘can be
examined.

As you can see fmm the- photographs she has
found differences between the leaves of what we
suspect are the two most important species for koalas
in Campbelllown

The answer scems obvious, but koalas may shelter

comfortable, and. thesc trees may not have tasty

that koalas shorten their movements between irees .

_First; however, we have to be able to reCOgmse a
eucalypt. species, just from ricroscopic characteris-

. The Austratian Koala Foundauon has. hf,lped by._ :
glvmg the aniversity a grant to employ Beverly Hills.

oalas

THE grey gum (Eucalyptus, punctata top} and.
stringybark (Eucalyptus agglornerata)

Unfortunately not alt specxes are so chsuncnve andé '
in some eucalypt species the top and botiom layers of 3 a
a leaf are quite different. ~

Unfortunately, this will make 1dent1fymg some, leafo.

‘Jesmaf\pv‘ AULEOR

99

fragments miore’ difficult. . 2
Wwe'll keep you mformcd of Beverly’s progmss..-_
" A microscopic view of grey guom (Eucalypﬂls:
punctata, left) and stnngybark {Eucalyptus agglomer
ata).

Arrows indicate stomata — essennally ‘holes inthe,
leaf which allow the plants to breathe. .

Note that stomata are smaller and a different shape

They are more finmerous in the stringybark and the’
surrounding patterns are also distinctive, -

1f you sight a koala, contact Robert Close on (046)
20 3203 (voice-mail).

The: after—hours number is (046} 26 8679,

I‘O

0

8



Note:

No column published on this date
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IN" the Tast column we

-‘-hat’s in gum leaves

examinet!’ aaf - fragments
in koalas’ pellets to find

which types of trees they
are feeding on. 1
- This week we’ll dis-
cuss the food contents of
the leaves themselves.

If you read the blurb on
your breakfast cereal
packet you.will find how
much sngar, fibre, fat, etc,
there is. Well, researchers
have also calculated simi-
lar-. information *for the
leaves that koalas eat.

If you look at the
diagram yow'll see that
most of ii. is water.

-Althoagh you might |
ﬂnnkthabﬂnsmuseless to |
the- koala, it’s actnally
very impottant, as koafas
‘get almost'all their water
from.the leaves they eat.

HEGREE B L -

| Water

50%

There is also a lot of |
fibre. Some of ‘this is
broken down by bacteria | |
in the-koala’s gul....cmmmb. 7}

However, most of the |
fibre will through
‘without being. digested.

 Fibre

R S - o ) .

18%

nuaie

“Thiis is why fibre is said to
“beep you regular”,
Tannins are toxic com-
pounds that fortunately
aren'tfound in the foods -

P

13%:

we' eal or ‘occur only at
very lowdevels.

Koalas have spe-
c;a]lsed in neutralising
these compounds but as
you can see from the
diagram there’s a lot of

which is why 50
tf::\:wmns(, mﬁmmais eat cuca-
lyptus leaves. :

et

- <—Sugar

4_._-.-Pr0tein
¥~Mineals

. 8%
/ Starch 5%
4%

2%

. The fat category
includes -foxie oils and
wm ﬂla?si)&af sm:face.
. get very
little mutrition from these - -
compounds.

The last three catego- -
ries, sugar/starch, protein
and minerals, -supply

koalas with most of their cI“l'
encrgy but as you can see

these three categories  of eucalypms leaves than
only make up about 11 we do out of a breakfast
percent-of most.cucalyp-:cereal. In fact, the leaves
are’ more like the card-
board packet itself.

If you sight a koala

tus leaves.
You tmght ﬁnd i m!cr—
N i
information to the Qon-
tents of a breakfast cereal.
You'll find that koalas

Close on .(046) 203 203
(voice-mail), -or after

please contact Robert

. 1B THE Australian Koala
" Foundation has given
UWS Macarthonr a grant
to employ Beverly Eliis to
recognise eucalypt spe-
cies just from micro-
scopic characteristics of
: leaves. She has
developed a technicue by
which the waxy outer
layer of eucalypt leaves
can be examined.

0 ON June 7, Lyn (the
female koala caught at-
Kentlyn Prmary School)
was seen on. Peter Mead-
ows Road “late at-night.
She sat in the middie of

the .road_for about five.

getadot less nutfition.aut . haurs. on (046). 268 679, .. mumand»&en-walked.

down the road briefly and
then into the bush,

Another koala was also

-this month near the
roundabout at the inter-
section of Appis Road,
Copperfield and Kellei-
man Drive in Rosemea-
dow at 2am by trackie
Wayne ' Latta. Wayne
watched with great inter=
est till it crossed the ruad
to the west.

We wonld like to-
remind -people to watch:
out for koaliis on the road.
Who kiows? You might
be the néxt to spot ‘one.
- Steven Ward and

PERTEA
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AUSTRALIA is home to many -
unique species but the antechinus - {:
is probably ome of the most . |

urusual.

The antechinus is also known as

a marsipial mouse.

_ Some CampbeHtown msndents-

may have scen an antechinus (they

.are often brought in by cats) and _'

mistaken it for a. mouse.

- Shown in the photo is one of the -
most common. species, Antechiniis

stuartii or “brown - antechinus”.
" Antechinus species have a flat-

tened head, with a long snont ahd

numerous sharp small teeth rather
than large incisors for gnawing
like a mouse. .

The brown antechinus is com-
mon in much of eastexn Australia
but it is unlikely that you will see
one in the bush as they. are small,
shy, nocturnal creatures.

They mainly eat insects but they

also eat nectar, plant material and
occasionally meat.
They are about the size of a

mouse and weigh 20 to 50 grams. -

Like the koala, they.spend much
of their life in trees.

Unlike the koala though they
sleep in growps in tree hollows and
there may be as many. as 20 1o 30
in the one hollow.

‘The young are born in October

and the female normally carries six .

mac’'s koala

ciub

“to 10 you in her exposed poﬁch
until they are about five weeks old, -

when they are left in the nest.

.The young grow quickly and
leave the nest when two or thme
months old.

These young will be mature by
the breeding season which lasts fer
two weeks in September, -

Mating is intense, with a male

and female mating for vpwards of

“six hours, ‘sometimes up to 10°
hours, .
After this two week breedmg

OPEM ISSILIONDY INUMEDRI o

" season all the males die. Thls$
means that males live less than ag

year, but there are no. males 0=
compete with females for foodgo
while the females are rearing them:

young. 2

Femates live for two to lhme
years but in many places most
female dle after *raising  their

- young.

If yoﬁ 51ght a koala please -
contact Robert Close on (046) 203
203 (voice-mail) or after hours on .

(046) 268 679.



Sightings

of koalas

are very 1mp0rtant

CAMPBELLTOWN koalas are famous!

We think that the sightings of Koalas which
Macarthur Advertiser readers have reported to us
are so important, that last week -Steven Ward
displayed a poster based on-these sightings at two
scientific conferences,

Scientific conferences are very important for the

exchange of information so that scientists can find out:

about the latest developments in their field.

This exchange of information can allow for alt sorts
of new innovations.

The two conferences at which Steven’s poster was
displayed were run by the Australian Mammalology.
Society and the Ecology Society of Australia and were
attended by experts in mammals (animals with fur)
and ecology (the interaction of plants and animals)
from all over Australia.

This means the sightings which you have provided
us with are famous Awvstralia wide.

We would also like to thank the Macarthur
Advertiser for their fantastic support. Prior to the

publication of the koala column there were seven to
eight sightings reported every year.

In the eight months since the publication. of the
koala column we have had at least 16 sightings..

This is an increase of more than three times in the
rate of sightings being reported.

However, we still lack much basic data about our
Koala population, If you see a koala and report it you
will be contributing greatly to what about the kealas,
where they are, which areas they prefer and maybe
even a rough idea of how many koalas are out there.

So thank you for all the koala sightings, but we
definitely still want to hear from you if you see koala.

If you sight a keala please contact Robert Close on
(046) 203 203 (voice-mail) or after hours on (046) 268

679,

] Steven Ward and Robert Close.

Macarthur Advertiser, Wednesday, Jhly 17, 1996
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Athome on their range

ALTHOUGH koalas are normally seen sleeping in a
{ree, our studies with radio-collared animals show that
they move quite a lot. :
But how far do koalas move?
How often -do they move between trees?
Can they cross fences, roads and streams?
Well koalas normally move fairly short distances
overnight, up to about 100 metres, although
sometimes much further.

Koalas can also move long distances in quite a

short period of time, certainly. 20 kilomeires or more
when looking for a switable place to live.

Most matune established koalas use what is ¢alled a
“home range”.

A home range is defined as the area that an animal

uses.
- Your own homé range would include where you
hve your place of work or study, where you shop and
where you go to meet other peoplc (such as friends’
houses, clubs, etc).
A koala tends to use certain special trees and this

“mac’s koala club

group of trees forms its home range.

Koalas usually move at least once each da)f
between trees in .their home range. .

In fact, a koala normally moves to two or three
different wees each day.

Koalas are very adept at climbing over fences.

They will also cross roads, although when they do
so they are in danger of being hit by a car,

Koalas can swim, though often they can’t get out
and eveniually get tired and drown.

If you have a pool you can prevent koalas drowning

by leaving one end of a secured rope in the water so.

that if a koala does fall in, it can’ climb out again.
If you sight a koala please contact Robert Close on
(046} 203 203 (vonce—mall) or after hours on (046)

268 679.
n _Steven--__Ward and Robert Close
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The territorial male

LAST week we described how a koara ases a home
range. .

Briefly, a home range is deﬁned as the area that an
animal uses.-

Soa “home range” for a koata includes all the trees.
that it normally uses.

Researchers have learnt a lot about the social life of
koalas by investigating the overlapping of ranges.

The home ranges of female koalas, especially those

of mothers and daughters, tend to overlapalot,. -

Male koalaS, however, have much less overlap.

From this, and other observations, we can conctude
that male koalas are much more territorial than
females.

In other words, they protect their temtory more
than the females do.

We may think that the defence of terntory mvolves
_ home range probably overlaps those of ofie to three -

fights, but koalas appear to “defend” their tetritory
mainly by advertising their presence to other males..
‘They do this by calling during the miating séason

(we will discuss this in more detail in a later column, -

and we hope to organise a phote number so that you
can ring and hear what their cdll sounds like, so watch
this space) and by scent-markmg (we’ll a]so dlscuss
this in another column).

The effect of the scent-marklng and ca]ls means

mee S 5mla ﬂllﬁ

that males who and where their ne1ghbours are..

As male koallas know where the other males®

territories are, they can avoid them if they wish.

' This may sound strange, butif they invade another
male’s terntory they may get involved in'a fight.
This uses up a lot of eneigy and they might get

- injured.

So, rather than washng “all: ﬂla‘tenergy, the ma.le :

. koalas generally avoid each other.

Finally, if we look at male and female koalas’ home
ranges, we see that there is considerable overlap.

A male koala’s home range probably overlaps
those of three 10 seven females, while afemale’s

males (male koalas havea larger homerange than
females). .
' Thasmeansthata malekoalahastﬁecbanceto

© miate with as many females as possible, but female -

koalas have a choice of which myale they want.

. If you sight a koala, call Robert Close on.(046) 20

3203 (voice mail), or afterhouis on (046) 26 8679,
i:f Steven Ward and Robert Close :




‘Scent marks the sp

IN our last two colimns we have described koalas’
home ranges-and how males in particular use scent
marking and calls to mark their territory..

This week we will describe how. koalas leave
messages with smells (scent marking). - S

Mature male koalas have what is called a sternal
gland in the middle of their chest.

This gland secretes a scented liquid.

The secretions actually cause a brown stain on the
-stherwise white chest of the male koala, and in a

large mature male the gland may be about five or six
centimetres long and two to three centimetres wide.

- The koala normally marks the base of a tree trunk
by rubbing his chest against it, leaving some of the
stmngly scented liquid.

- This will last for a number of weeks and other_

koalas will pick up the smell.

Both male and female koalas can also -advertise -

themselves w1th their u:me, which also has a strong
. smell. . R .

mm 8 !msa smh

Likewise dogs mark thclr territory by unnaﬂng on

tree-trunks, except that the koala doesnt mark.

anything in particular.
Koala urine also reacts w1th cotton and turns

black.

If we are catching a koala, and are unlucky, we
may -end up with scent-marked clothes. -

_ Unfortunately this is not particularly pleasant, as’
the smell is like that of concentrated eucalyptus oil.

You can experjence ‘this smell by sealing some
koala droppings in a jar. m'emlghl then takmg a

whiff the next day..

It’s good for blocked noses' '

- If you sight a koala pleasé contact Robert Close':
on (046) 20 3203 {vome mall), or after hours on,

(046) 26 B679.
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Macarthur Advertlser,

LOCAL residents are probably Bow a,ware the draft

ragge: Have been put forward, N
= This EIS shou]d assess liow the residents e
affectecl and what effect the airport wnll have upon the
en\rlmnment

sesnlt of avatlable research, studies and data as -
appropriate; with further studies being: conducled
[ where ngcessary and pmc’acable" (qui)ted from the
Fdraft guidelidiesy” -~ -

Unfortunately, few environmental daxa are
available for Holsworthy - for example, we don't

as we don’t know where koalas exist in the region.

: that the situation is worse for unfamiliar species and
examples of some species that may be affected (and
this iscondya seléction) areg puwgrgll owl , tiger quotl,
Gould wattied bat; large ben=wing bat-broad headed:
‘snake, giant burrowing frog and md-crowned toadiet.

Alll of these specnes are conmdered to be vulnerable :

and endangened
&

_To ripmninise the costs “the EIS w:l] be based cm the_ :'_Museum which was cogipleted this year.

is insufficient mfonnamm to fullyacc&ss the rmaaci

‘know what the irapact will be o the koala popuilation

* So, if the impact on koalas is unkown, you car see -

o know what was iost and ltma_y welf include the

—_— e ——— -

We““eSday August 14, 1996,

Fgisidelinies for the Environmental Inipact Study (EIS) 7~
for Sydney’s second airpost in the Ho!sworthy Army R

We woﬁ'y that these species wﬂl ﬁot be censndered.
~ The EIS will include:a survey by the Austrahan

However;this was ogly abaseline stady and there:

of lhemg) :
larger sinyis requu'ed it fmm the e

- frame indicated for the EIS, this seems unlikely.

if you wish to comment on the EIS (which must be -

.~ by Augast 19); we suggest you ask that the’ nnpact of

*_ the airport upor the flora and fauna (plants and” :
animafs) of Holsworthy is assessed by a

- compfehensive survey. - '

Otherwise, if the airport sceeds, we may néver _

o -'_-koailas

Ifyouseéakoala,pleasecuntaclRobeﬁ esefme}
203203 (voice-sil) or after hours (046) 26 8679,
- [1By Steven Ward and Robert Close. =~ -
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Why Not Join

‘and help save our Koalas. . -
Membership cost just *7% Children, *10% Adult for 12 months and includes:-

+ T-shirt » Ruler « Balloon * Sticker + Fridge. Magnet + Birthday Card » Gum Tree Tube
= Discount YVoucher Booklet and regnlar Newsletters from Mac.
MAC is now available to visit your local school & conduct talks on research
He will also appear at your local fete or fundraising day (booking must be made).

HAPPY BIRTHDAY THIS MONTH TO:

Master James Jansen, Tahmoor = Ryan Roper, Nareltan » Natalie Paton, Narellan » Rachel
Laws, Eschol Park « Jodic Hansen, Minto Heights » Ruth Johnson, Bowral * Jacob Carter,
Eagle Vale « David Hickey, Kearns = Corrinne Lenehan, Heckenburg » A Kerfoot,
Horsley Park » Daniella Begovich, Camden + Mark Lorkovic, Narellan « William Fuller,
Elderslie « Christopher Rups, Airds « Michelle Williams, Ambaivale » Page Ravesi,
Narellan » Jessica Johannessen, Ambarvale « Stephanie Lorenz, St Andrews « Cameron
- Howes, Woodbine = Jarrod Shaw, Condell Park * Tamara Winter, Inglebura » Aroelia
Baldic, Campbelitown « Mason Doherty, Campbelliown « Monique Mileto, Prairiewood «
Michael Cremin, Airds * Samuel Scott, Leumeah « Adam Faulkner, Picton + Andrew
Slattery, Campbelitown

——— v — T S - -— —:L
| Phease complete the forui helaw, enclose your Cheque and post to: Mac’s Koaka Clb, 2.0, Box 234, Camphelitown 2560,

Name: ... oo Dater.........cvvuun- e ERTETN
s e
Phone:.........cooviiiiunonnnrannd Date of Birth: ......oooiiiiiiiiiiin
N e Child / Adolt Membership

Parent/Guacdian .

Proudly sponsored by Ve Ser

A Falrfax Commumty Newspaper Pro;ect 31;3




The killer:

WE HAVE mentioned in previous columns that
domestic dogs will kill koalas and we have ..
recommended that they should be chained or at the
very least prevented from roaming outsuie the
OWners property. -
However, koalas have natural predators. .
Powerful owls, wedge-tailed eagles, diarhond
pythons, dingoes and Aborigines would have all
preyed upon koalas in south-west Sydney. -
i Of course dingoes and Aberigines no longer pre
on koalas in the area — although sn animal
looked like a dingo at Wedderbum was
reported tous, :
Wedge-tailed eagles (Aquila smdax) arelarge fnrds

which, although vncommon in'the Sydney region, still -

nest in O’Hares creek, and one scared the daylights
‘out of one of our koala researchers.

Powerful owls (Ninox strénua) are alsot nnoommon -
Thls species is also considered to be vulnerable and .

rare.-

Diamond pythons (Morelia spilota) are moderately "

comimon.

‘Both of the bird : species could take a young koala
from the tree-tops.

Diamend pythons are more likely to eat sick, young
or injured koalas, or perhaps eat any dead koalas

bush,

cported as preying on vkoalas,
iderably larger than domestic
the Si‘Ze 0fa ]Iledium dog.

koala population l‘rom the

' native prel;%?%irs (the :_edge-tmled eagle
* owl aud diamond pyt

less than the imgact t we know dogs are h,aving,
because they are sommmonm the. Campbell@mﬂ

~ So a]lhough itsoem hardon thekoﬁlas,
local population of them will help maintain

- populations of these superb predators,

If you sight a koala, please contact Robert Close
(046) 20 3203 (voice mail) or after hours on (046) 26
8679.

L__l Steven Ward and Robert Close




. KOALA are prone | to maddangers

1. Previously we had cited the details of koala wluch k a‘ I B
hmbeenkﬂledbydogs. macs 9 a 3“
However, roads are also: dangerous fo koalas as .
they are.very. vulnerable to being hit. by. cars. .dead thatwewouldgelaphonecaﬂ _

‘Koalag do speid time on‘the ground miovinig from - We can get a lot of mformanon from a koala, even :
:treetotreeordispersmgﬂomoncareamanmher.IfltlSdead .

Unfortanately 'a koala-svas recently killed om the - - “In fact, we pass on saruples takenfmm deadkoalas :

Wedderbum road close to: thc causeway cmssmg the "to other researchers- for genetic ‘analysis and.
. Georges River.~ © ™ =:'examjne-ﬂ1e ktzsalas fordism _pl‘ob"iem‘s m‘rd"
|k + "The koata'was }iit -absut nudmghl on. 'ednesday;f-.:-' ar - ,
tha 13th-of August and was there vatl 7:30am..  Th

“The dead koala was lying beside the toad, s people” ~permanent recor - &
drlvmg iiito. or ont of Wedderburmn. would have seen - = As ive. woul t-ga ‘ot and k*x!i hoahs
the corpse, although it may. have dafficutt to dlseem- A 10 take. lhem when. we can _
that it ‘was a koala. ~ - : o

~ Thankfully We-did get 4 r;'.all from somecHe telhhg
s about the dead koala, but it was surpnmngthaionly-— thécom
-one person called when many peoplc must have Seen’ ', and- whio 1
lhe koala. - "l

. This was the second koa]a killeﬂ by cm's ﬂus yéar -

ﬁaatwekmw of. : -
Wewouldhopeﬂlatlfyouseeakoala aliv




pig.
T pive ygﬁ an 1dea of what a male koala bellci’w'

sounds  tike, although it’s very hard fmdescnbe i CH ; . stiFe. i
S “where you heard 1he ‘call, - the exact time, and*:-xf-
~possible. the approximate -direction’ of the call. © .

"Wntmg, it sonnds like a grunt-squeal,
 -Male koalas_ wsé thesecalls to advertise. themselves
to other koalis. The call fells other male koalas to stay

gway and persuades females af the:: male caller’s -
chagms;

- We have set up this ca!l prowded by the Austrahan :
: -Koala Foundation; so that people ¢an beconie t‘anuhar .

-wlthamaiesbellow T

 Male koalas call duririg the sreeding seasor, which

i just starting pow_ and’ lasis uniil February..

G’H

WOULD you hke 1o Jleal;a,m kﬂa}a beﬂowmg_ tc e
iETieals? 1150, Ting (046) 203. 20(} You will find tha: - -
i'sa cumus and fnghnenmg sound like an enra) ec.

*3 contact numbcrﬁo that we can got: mm‘e dew
‘necessary. . e
Youwcan alsophone Roberl Close whose numher" '

-"whem you hedrd koala calls.
it you do hear koalas we. would Iéve to héar ahout .

kt. .
Asthecallstravelqumadastame people'hv _' in'. " 268 679.

. Weneedmesedctaﬂstodelmmmathenumberof

'males calling along the river at -a given ‘time. -

- Please raake sure that you also gwexourmeand'

al the eﬂdofﬂus ‘edlumin -every eek, and !aell "m'

Hyousxgnaim&laphase
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Impact of our native
predators on koalas

WE HAVE mentioned in previous columns tha

.. domesiic. dogs. will kill koalas, and we recommenc
that they should be chained — or at the very leasi
prevented from roaming outside the owner’s property.

However, koalas have natural predators, too.

_ owqgm owls, wedge-tailed eagles, diamond
..pyth(m&; dingoes - and Aborigines would have all
preyed upoh koalas in this area.

. 'Of coupse; dingos afid Aborigines no longer prey
upon koalas in the south-west Sydney area, although
an animal that looked like a dmgo at Wedderburn was
recently reported to us. -

Wedge-tailed eagles (aquila andax) are large birds,
which aithough uncommon in the Sydney region still
nest in O"Hares Creek — one scared the dayhghta. out
of one of oir koala researchers.

Powerful owls (ninox strenua) area also uncommon

in the Sydney région, and this - species is also_

considered to be vulnerable and rare.
"Diamond pythons (morcha spilota spilota) are
moderately common.

"Both of the bird species could take a young koala '
© 203 203 (vmce—mall) after hours on (046) 268 679.

from the tree- -tops.
- Diamond pythons are mote bkely to'eat sick, young

or ;n;grc_d koalas, or perhaps to eat any dead koalas”

ac’s 'ﬁmaﬁiom

they Mmay Come across.
‘Note that pythons are not ponsonous _
Normally, they catch prey and squeeze it to death,
Feral cats have also been rcported as preylng on
koalas.
Feral cats can be consnderably larger than domestic
cats, probably up to the size of a medivm dog..
Of course, this. is not a native species.
The impact upon the koala population from the

" mative predators — the wedge-tailed eagie, powerful

owl and - diamond python — is probably slight,

- certainty less than the impact that we know dogs are

having because - they are so common. in the
Campbelitown bush.

So, although it seems hard on the koalas, a good
local population of them will help maintain
populanons of these superb predators. . /

- ¥ you see a koala, contact Robert Close on (046)

O if you hear a male koala bellowing, nng (046}

N 203 200
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Kes down

? another animal

. RECEN Y we have reported koalas being killed on
the Toad. -
. Naw we have recelved  yet another report of a koala
“being hit by a car, again at Wedderburn Gorge.
A dark car was reported as hitting the koala, then
. driving off ‘without stopping.
We would like the driver to contact us to vcnfy that
_it was, in fact, a koala that was hit.

“"'The report came to us several days after the

accident and we were unable to find the koala. .
Perhaps it crawled away after the accident, or a dog
may have dragged the body somewhere. -
If your dog should turn up with a koala corpse, or if

you see a dead koala somewhere, please contact us as.

soon as -possible.

The fonger a corpse is left, the greater the chance
that dogs or other scavengers will move it -
""We would encourage anyone who thinks he or she
may have hit a koala — or any other animal for that
matter — to stop and find out 1f the creature is all nght

_'-mae_’s Koala -cluh :

But wounded animals can be dangerous.

We don’t advise you io handle a wounded animal.

But we will help injured koalas, and the RSPCA
(Royal Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals)
or WIRES (Wildlife and Information Rescue

" Services) may be able to send help for other injured

animals. -

On a happier note, we wounld like o report that a
koala was seen alive and well on the bridge “at
Eroughton Pass (between Appin and Wilton) by
Anthony Trompp on Sepiember 4.

If you sight a koala, please contact Robert Close on
(046) 20 3203 (voice-mail), or after hours on (046) 26
8679.

To hear a recording of male koala bellowing, cali
(046) 20 3200,




Just a phone call away

THREE weeks ago the Koala Column described a
phone line we have at the University of Western
Sydney Macarthur with the help of the Australian
Koala Foundation. The number is (046) 203 200.

This has led to a great response, and four radio
stations have also played the tape. ™
"~ But we have had some problems in trying to
retrieve messages that people left after calling the line.

It took us a while to get around this problem but
when we finally managed to access them we found
that eight of the 10 messages left had been deleted
automatically because they were too old.

If anyone did leave a message, we apologise, and if
you would like to leave another message we would

like to hear from you and we will get back to you.

We'd also like everyone to walch out for young
koala cubs.
Thisis the time when they move away from their

mac’s koala club

mothers, so they may be seen crossing the road or in
backyards.

If you do see a koala, we would love to hear about
it, day or night (the after-hours phone line is given at
the bottom of the column), The sooner we hear about
it, the more likely we’ll catch it as lhey move away
quite quickly. :

Mature males also seem to be more mobile at thls .
time, which is probably why we’ve had two road
casualties this month and another seen on the roads.

If you sight a koala, please contact Robert Close on
(046) 203.203 (voice-mail) or after hours on (046) 268
679.

- = Steven Ward and Robert Close



Macarthur Advertiser, Wednesday, Ottober 9, 1996.

PERHAPS you ha\ﬁe. never thoughl about it
ulauons of a; plant or ammal often unde

was:-a- populatlon explosmn and they caused a lot fo

thn the myxmnatoms."v1rus was infroduced the
popalationi crashed, -~

after. myxomal;osw but. they look like crashing. agam‘
with the calici viris,
Koala: populatlons also undergo changes. .";

the “koalas: -

Camipbelltown koalas will also undergo population
changes and this is something we hope to find out
about. . _

Are there large changes in koala population in the

changes? :

There are a number of poss;ble causes for large
population changes, with the most likely being
| changes by people, disease, weather and fire.

| Changes dve to humans inclode things like

‘Whea'the rabbit was mu:'oduced to Australia thc:re-':‘ " Hi :
_'Thf; most hkely dise ‘
clamydla, but this appcm‘s to flav

The rabbit poplllauon-ﬁumbers slowly mcreased_'___

In a past column we discussed the problem of. the-._'f" "-;:ﬁumber of months’ aﬁ ﬂn could
Kangaroo Island population, which will soon underge. -
a populauon crash, whether the koalas are culled or - -

nof; s ‘there will soon be not enough food to feed all. -

Campbelitown rcgion and"if so, what causes these .

“. oixaverage is spread rea nably eifenly pver the year.

“However sometim

ere is ligtle or 1o rain for a
a large impact

on " koalas. :

We've mentioned: 'e that koaias get their water
from the leaves they eat.

If there is no rain there will be much less m01sture
in the eucalypt leaves, so they may not ‘get enough
water.

"~ Some Campbelltown koalas have had kldney
damage, probably due to water problems.

Fire can also have a large impact on koalas and we
will discuss this in a fuhire column. -

If you sight a koala please contact Robert Close on
(046) 203 203 (vonce mail) or after hours on (046) 268
679.

- Steven Ward and Robert Close.



FIRE plays an important role in the regeneration of
the Australian bush, but it can have a negative effect
on koala colonies.

At worst, koalas will be burnt to death or
| suffocated.

To escape the smoke and flames, koalas climb
higher in the trees — but may survive only to starve.
_ Ifthe koalas are lucky, the eucalypts start to sprout
a few days after a fire, and the fresh leaves provide
sustenance.

The effects of fire on koalas is still being
researched, with the temperature and size of a blaze
among the factors which determine how colonies are
affected. o

H Campbelltown experiences a large, hot fire, re
—coloaisation from the nearest unaffected koala
habitat may be needed.

However, if enough koalas survivedinunburnt - - - - | 66 |STEVE W d ERTCLOSE - - " " -
| gh ' M.Mw R etobor 16,1006

[ et e dbea s o e o mm A

Keep a watch on koalas

mac’s koala club

gullies re—colonisation would not be necessary.

Since the koala colony at Camopbelltown was
discovered in 1986, several bushfires have threatened,
but the flames were stopped before they could affect
wildlife.

The Campbelltown colony depends on the
protection of the gullies, which would be under threat
from any airport built at Holsworthy. '

If you sight a koala, please contact Robert Close on
(046) 203 203, or after hours on (046) 268 679,

Tohear a male koata bellowing, call (046) 203

B T S T T e
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ON October 14 a koala was noticed slowly crossing a
fire trail near Nepean Dam in the Bargo area.

Obviously something was wrong as the koala
slowly climbed a nearby tree with great difficulty.

1 The koala was captured and taken by a
Wingecarribee WIRES member, Gaylene Parker, to
a vet experienced in examining koalas.

The koala was found te be a young adult male,
eight kilograms in weight,

The animal had what appeared to be a bite wound
on its right shoulder. There were two puncture marks
and it seems likely that it was a bite wound from
another koala, presnmably a male.

The wound was already infected when it was found
as the wound was seeping pis.

The koala’s shoulder was x-rayed and it was found
that the humerus (the top arm bone heiween the
shoulder and the elbow) was completely breken.

Presurnably the bite caused the break as the
broken bone and the bite wound occured at the same
spot on the shoulder. Obviously a very vicious bite.

Tough life

in bush
‘mac’s koaia ciub

As koalas use their front limbs (arms), extensively
when climbing trees, broken arms are bad news.

This break was particolarly bad because in
addition the wound was badly infected.

S0, on vets advice, the koala was put down, If the
koala had been left in the wild it would have suffered
a much longer and more painful death.

This shows that things aren’t easy for wild koalas,
If you should find an injured koala this is also why we
recommend that yon leave it and contact us or
WIRES. :

We wouldn’t want your boues to be broken by a
savage bite from a keala. If you sight a koala please
contact Robert Close on (046) 203 203 or after howrs
on {046) 268 679.

To hear a male koala bellowing (046) 203 200,

— Steven Ward and Robert Close.




FRANCHESCA the koala who reoentiy lost her radlo oollar piclured with her cub Sarah

tN,a previous colnmn about Lyn the koala, who was
caught at Kentlyn Primary School in February this
year, we mentioned how we fitted a radio-collar so

that we could folHow her movements.

Unfortunately, Lyn's radio-collar came off a week
later and she has only been seen once since then; on

Peter Meadows Road.

Despite the fact that she had no radio-collar she was
identified from her car tags.
- Every koala we. catch gets a coloured tag put in
each ear.

“If you sce a koala w1th ear tags and note which .

colour is in which ear we can identify which koala it is.
. Another koala which had a radi0~collar, Fran-
chesca, - also recently lost her collar.,

- Franchesca had a cub, Sarah, which you can see in
the fork above Franchesca in the photograph,

This was taken while Franchesca stili had her

radio-collar and you may be able to see the small
aluminium case for the battery at Franchesca’s neck
and the aerial pointing out past Franchesca’s left ear.

We did manage to ear-tag Sarah before Franchesca
lost her radio-collar and she has an orange tag in each
ear,

Unfortunately this means that we only have one

koala left ‘with a- radio-collar, Molly,

- We would like-to have more koalas radio-collared
but finding them is very difficult. :

This is why we are keen for anyone who sees a
koala to report it to us as soon as possible day or night.

yn was collare
— but only briefly

The way a radio-collar works is that it emits a
“beep” on a special radio frequency, which we can
pick up with-an antenna and a receiver. :

... .By scanning around with an anterina we can find
the koala’s direction from some distance away.

We keep walking towards the koala unul-
hopefully, we find it. '
Unfortunately, this kind of equipment is expensive
and we. are .graieful to the Awustratian Koala
Foundation for supporting our research with money to
purchase the necessary equipmesit. _
Tracking a koala with a radio-collat provides us

with lots of impertant information such as the keala’s

favourite tree species, liow big the trees are and where

- they are (that is are they in a gully or on the top of a

ridge™).
When we get lots of locations for one koala we can

_also work out the home range (the area of habitat a

koala uses), which we have discussed in a previous
column.

We may also find out if the radjo collared koala i 1s__
socialising with other koalas.

Remember, though, that 1o help us catch new
animals you must report sightings immediately,

-otherwise they will move away and we will not ﬁnd

them..
If you sight a koala please contact Robert Close on
(046) 203 203 (voice mall) or “after hours on (046) 268

679. .
- By Steven Ward and Rohert Close.

T Novemberﬁ 1996
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Enter the quoll
long may it stay

OVER the next few weeks we'll be doing a series of
columns on other native mammals (animals with fur)
in the Holsworthy Army Range and which could be
affected by the proposed airport, if it goes ahead.

To start this series, we ate gomg to look at quolls.

Quolls are sometimes called “native cats™ but are
marsupials, like koalas and kangaroos, and only
resemble cats in being fierce hunters.

They aren’t related to cats. Quolls are brown to
grey, and-sometimes black on top, and have light
‘brown to white fur on their stomach. All species of
quolls also have whitc spots on their back.

Two different species of quoll may occur in the
Holsworthy Army Range - the spotted-tall quoll and
eastern quoll.

The spotted quoll is the. bigger. Males welgh as

much as Tkg and females up to 4kg, while eastern
quolis are normally about lkg.

The spotted-tail quoll continues its white spots
down its tail whereas the eastern quoll tail lacks spots.

Both species of quoll are normally solitary and
each quoll hunts over a large area.

Both species have suffered from land clearing and -

from introduction of foxes and feral cats, which eat
similar prey to quolls, and from poultry farmers, who
have persecuted them for killing their chickens, etc.

An exciting find was a spotted-tail quoll captured -
recently in a fowl house at Oakdale (west of Camden) .

and relocated near Warragamba,

Some sightings have also been reported to us from
the Wedderburn and Holsworthy areas and we would
fove to. hear of more.

Unfortunately, the chances of finding the eastern
quoll are remote.

A definite sighting on mainland Australia (they still
Ogcﬁl(l)r in Tasmania) has not been recorded since the
1960s.

Those sightings were in Vauclusc on Sydney
Harbour.

Because it has been 1argely protected from quoll’s
enemies and is relatively unexplored, the Holsworthy
area may be a last mainland refuge for the beautiful
" easterm guoll.

If you sight a koala please contact Robert Close on

ac’s koala club

THE eastem quoll {top) and spotted-tail quoll {below).
(046) 20 3203 (voice-mail), or afier hours on (046) 26

To hear a male koala bellowing (046) 20 3200
- STEVEN WARD and ROBERT CLOSE
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ON Fnday mght, Novemher 15, Shn'ley Wllhams
called to report a koala with a cub was trying to cross
Georges River Road in Kentlyn from the bush to the
city side.

However the cub became separated and went back
towards tobush’ ‘while the mother continued across the
road and climbed a tree.

Shirley and her family tried in vain to persuade the
cub to joiirits mother, then watched with amazement
as the mother climbed down the tree right past them
and back to the baby in the bush. :

Next moming, we caight mum (now named
Sluriey) and the cub (named Bill} in a tall forest .
red-gum on the city side of the road — so mum had
obviously svanted to cross the road (note: motorists be
onyour gitard). -

The forest réd-gum is not common on the bush side
i of the road, so perhaps itis a special dietary treat and
- worth the risk of crossing the road.

- We were excited to find that Shirley was an ammal
ear-tagged in Seplember 1993 only 300 metres down
the road.

‘She was 4: 7 kilograms then, and is now 7. 3
kilograms. - -

‘We also fitted Shirely with aradio collar.

This will enable us to see is she often uses forest
red-gums and give us some indication of how
frequently she crosses the road.

The cub Bill is two years otd and welghs 3
lulograms and now sports two different coloured .
eartags. .

‘When we tracked Bill and’ Shlrley the next day they . -
were back on the bush side of the- mad but'in trees -

- metres apadrt.
It's likely that the cub Bill will soon leave his

males to force him to move out of the area. ;
- Whe-knows, perhaps you Wil intin the Bush

i i e w e e e e

Bill’s classy ear

mother Shirley as he’ll be old-enough for the:mature: .

tags

' BI_LL the cub koala I:ie!ore he got his ear tags.

crossing a road or even in your backyard

So look out for a cute little bloke W1th classy
eartags.

- If you sight a koala please contact Robert Close on
{046) 20 3203 (voice maﬂ) or after houors on (046)&1,
8679.

To heara mal&koala bellowmg phone (046) 20
3200... -

L Steven Ward and Robert Close



wac's woala o

'IN. last week’s column we told you about cépturmtr :

Shitley and her cub, Bill, and how we put a
radio-transmitter cellar on Shu*ley s¢ we could track
her movements.

Last Wednesday, while tracking Shirley, we
spotted another koala 30 metres away at the top of a
tall grey gum.

We thought at first that it was Bill, who has recently' :
become independent of his mum. However this koala

had no ear-tags.

Afier. swinging around the tree w1th ropes and
- harness, we caught the koala (a young male} and have
called him Mac, after his newspaper relation:
- Mac weighed 6.5kg and is in good health.

* We estimate that he is probably three-years-old and
is just starting to develop a sternal gland in the middle
of his chest. This-gland secretes odours whlch ‘the
male koala uses fo sceni-mark his territory.

We also wanted to monitor Mac’s movements so

we fitted him with a radio-coflar,

However; it appears that Mac is a slippery htlle' :
fellow as he somehow slid his collar off while he was -

still in the holding bag. Only after we released him did
we discover the radio-collar still in the bag. :

- Unfortunately this - means -that. we -can’t. follow bomine " - SEL
+AMAC, a-young male koala, fount'_l last. week.

Mac’s- movemenis: If ke is’ spotted again we can find
out how he’s going (we’ll know its Mac by the colour -
of his ear tags), so make sure to keep your eyes peeled -
to tell us if you spot a koala It could be Mac
{the small one).

i you sight a koala please centact Rohert C!ose at

UWS Macarthur on (046) 203 203 (voice- -mail}, or .

Mac was too smart
and slipped his collar

=

after hours on (046) 268 679

- [ITo hear a male koala hellowmg phm.
(046) 203200 _ .
_ Steven- Ward-.-and Robert ._Close'



Molly’s now a mum

YOU may recall from previons columris and photos

the eventful history of Molly, a female koala living in

Wedderburn. -

We last teported lhal she had an unusual
“double—pouch” '

That is, she had a pouch with two compartments
separated by a flap of skin; we were worried that hex
condition might prevent her from raising a cub.

However, when we caught her on Tuesday,
December 3 to change her radio collar we tock Melly
into Elizabeth Macarthur Agricultural Tnstitute to be
checked over by a vet experienced with koalas.

When we examined Molly we had a fantastic
surprise — Molly has a cub in the pouch! .

The cub was about Scm longanclthehead was.

about the size of a marble, :
~ We estimate. that the cub was three to four weeks’
old at thit stage of development.

mac S koala Glllb

The cub should stay in the pouch for another five-

We will continue tracking Molly and will eagerly
await the cub’s cmergence, as we are still concerned
that Molly may have some difficuities keeping the cub
safe with her strange pouch -

Otherwise Mony was in good condition and
weighed 7.3kg, an increase from her 6.8kg weight
when she was caught in July.

If you sight a koala please contact Robert Close at
University of Western Sydney Macarthur on {046) 20
3203 (voice mail) or after hours on (046) 26 8679,

To hiear a male koala bellowing call (046} 20 3200,
FUE U OO Stevefi SWakd \and Toberf ok

Macanhur Advertiser, Wednesday, December 11, 1996
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{sland off South Austra]la.
' |itiere are now so many that they are overbrowsmg
n'aes andkilling them. :

starvanrm Co
- & special Koala Management Task Fome setup to

Koalas should be culled

A web page onthclntemethasbeensctupbyﬂte
Umversuy of Adelaide witli jnformation on the - -
‘various options for manamg'zhe Kangamo Island

ngto_evenmally set up orur &

- Koalas were introduced to Kangaroo lsland ancl .
- If something is notdone soon the koalas wit ace _.

mvesngate the pmbm_sqgga&esibd that some of lhe N
- was already dead. -

L web page on the results ef our research

‘We haven’t managed to accomplish: th}syet, but

- stay tuned for develd

~Ori a similar subject, werecewed a dead male koala

. from the Army after a soldier spotted the ahirial at the
- side of the road about 7am on Monday, December 9.

The koalahadbeenhlt‘by a carnotlongﬁefore but

* The koala was found near the mters;ecb:

g o
- Heathcote Road and St George Cnescem, near’ Sandy
.. Point. .

I you sighta koala, please comact Robert Close at

" the University of Western Sydney, Macarthar, on.
W o %01;6) 2032@3’(%103
| _ T 67

fit jfwwwmsewonhy aﬁelaldeeduau!dmelkna[a&

b or after hours on (046) 26'3':

TFohear a niale koalabellowmg, (fa}l (046) 203 200."
: DRQ;%ERT CLOSE anGSTEVEN WARD




Th.lS Species mamly appear withisi & few bundrad
the eastern coastline of Australia.
to be relatively uncommon an §
Envlmnmental Science c;lasses at

"'pem;ly affer the colositsation of Anstralia by whites
with feral inals and loss of habxtat belng affectcd

..males and females mate.. - -
They have 8 mpplest but: nUrmally they only have
._two orfhiree in'a itter. .

, 12 5 days_aftérmat;ng
. weanecl within‘aféw weeks,

 bandicoots as Associate Professor Close worky
* extensively on the genetics of long and short—u !
- bandlcoots from Cape?arkw'l‘asmama

“The 10ngnoseclband1coot is sahtary, exoept when Conservatmn andLand Management in Perth,

: handxcsol‘s o monit

| . Newborn Iong-nosed 'bandlcoots arcabaux 13\113313_ i
) ;_longandazsgmwefght atSout the sige of a suitana.

Ad ts welgh about a kllogram
Anamazing fact is ﬂaatm‘e:mungm pornon

- The young stay in the poubla for 60 day th

 Both:authors of this colummn have s soft spot

 Steven Watd also worked #9 a volusiteer for

Western Australia, help & totrap Southem Bi
ir activities,

Hyou see akoala pléase call Robert Closé:on (046,
mm@am&maﬂmmm) 268
ohearama}ekoalabello" (046)




THE brush taﬂed roek wallaby.

' ‘mac’s Imala club

By STEVEN WAF{D and ROBERT CLOSE

WE RECENTLY began a series of articles on marsnplals
that may shate'the Canipbelliown bushland with koalas. *

Whether or not tlies® gnimals are presenvhas sudden
become very important. If they are present, the propose
Holsworthy airport conld have a big impact upon them.,

""" hyout next columy, we will feattire anuimber of small
_wal]ables that have been recorded from the district, . .

- The first is the brighetailed rock wallaby {pem}gale o
--pemcﬂlasa), # handsoine aniinal Targer thana cat Gipte- lﬁkg} E
with aJong, black bushy tail, veddish- -brown P, grey Co
shoulders, black ears, feet and hands. .

- Unformmately their numbers are now cmflcally low in the :
south-western and west of the State,

A smalt grodp of them appeared a few yedrs ago ax
Warragambia Eam, but recently vanished.

We believe that small colonies may still existin
inaccessible rock piles along the upper Nepean River
-.c.atchment, :

“You — the people Campbelltown —can help. . ' _
If you sée a sinall wallaby, také careful note of its stze. -

- shape, bushiness- and angle of the tail, colowr of rump and
feet.

HEyou ﬁnd adead wallaby note whether ar not toe-ual}s o
extend more than 2mm past the pads on the hind feet, ’

" Of conrse, don’t forget o look for koalagtoa,. . .- . -

if you sight a koala, call Rabert Close it the Umvers;ty crf .
Western Sydney Macarthur on (046) 203203 (vmce mail) or
after houts on (046) 26:8679;: 5

. - Fahear a male keals bellowing; cal 046) 20 3200




FACE STRIPE

NAKED SNOUT

COLOUR DARK

/ aurous-l_c;aef\'.”“

THE second in our series on watlabies that may still

live in the Campbelltown area is the parma (Macropus
parma) —acat sized grey—brown wallaby that lives'in -

wet forests and gullies.

It has a white stripe along i its cheek and some have
white tips on their tails.

This specie was believed to be extinct in Australia,
although seme parmas were known from New Zea-
1anid where they had been taken last century.

Some of those were actually being brought back to -

Australia for release in the wild when parmas were
‘rediscovered in the Dorrigo State Forest.
They have been found at séveral other places.

Because these animals are small, dark, fast moving,

secretive and solitary they are difficult to spot let
alone observe long enough to recognise.

This is why any small wallaby road—kills should
be examined closely. .

There has been a recent report of asmall wallaby

‘mac’s Ima!a ﬂllb

spotted in the Kentlyn area, so ke‘ep your eyes peeled
-and let us know if you see anything, particularfy a .
road—kill or a dog—kill.© - _ )

Note that the rare wallabies, such as the parma, are
considerably smaller than the most commion species
in the Campbelltown area, the swamp wallaby. -

These are éften killed on local roads and we will -~

. describe this species in next week’s column, -

If you sight a koala please contact Robert Close at.-
the University of Western Sydney, Macarthur on
(8%69) 203203 (voice mail), or after hours on (046) 26

To hear a male koata bellomng (046) 203200.

- Steven Ward and Robert Close. -




A wallaby from the Swamp

OVER the past two weeks we have
described rare wallaby species that
may occur in the Campbelltown’
regicm‘ .

This week we moveontoa
common species, the swamp wallaby
{wallabia bicolor) :

The swamp wallaby receivedits -
name because it was first seenina
swamp. However, it lives in a variety
of habitats and is one of our most
widespread and successful
wallabies,

The swamp wallaby is a dark
brown to black wallaby and is the
targest in this area with females on
average weighing 13 kg and the
males 17kg.

They nomally rest doring the day
and come out to feed ar night, but if
walking through the bush you may
sometimes distrb one from its
daytime nest, causing it to rush off
through the bush.

They are a solitary animal, so you
won't come across a large group.

Swamp wailabies are widespread
in the district and is the most

koaia
club

- common of local road kills.
A small population lives in Mt -

_Annan Botanic Garden, although
rarely seen. Swamp wallabies eata
range of plants, mainly shrubs and
bushes some:of which are toxic to
other species, such as the bracken
fern, which is highly poisonous to.
caitle,

Swamp wallabies tend to charge -

.through the bush when moving,
making a “thump, thump, thomp”
- noise as they hop aleng. ..
If walking through the bush at

_ mght you will often hear this noise,

though it’s rare to see the wallaby.
1f you have heard them this may
explain one of those mysterious
noises which occur in the bush at
night. -~
As swamp wallabies hop along
their long black tail streamsout
behind them. The carriage of the tail
is important because they are often ~

E confused for brush-tazled fock

wallabics.

They are similar to brush-tail rock
wallables in colour and the black
tail, but the vock watlaby is .~ .

* considerably smaller (6-10 kg‘,‘-:;nd
* carries its bushier tail curved

upwards.

Although swamp wa!lables are -
not endangered like the brush-tailed.
they are still a magnificent sight!

H you sight a koala contact Robert
Close at University of Western
Sydney Macarthur on (046) 203 203
(voice mail) or after hours on (046) ;
268 679. To hear a male koala .
bellowing ring (046) 203 200,

" M Steven Ward and Robert Close.

" Macarthur Advemserp Wedhesday, January 29 1997
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TI-IE reportmo of koala
sightings by the public
has proceeded well.

In 1996, we had a total -
" of ‘28 koala sightings
reporied. Unfortunately
five of these reports were
of koalas being hit by a
car.

A further 10 reports-

wete of koalas seen cross-

‘mac’s imm mlm

mg a road. So remember

koala Foad signs to alert

ns |

already put up a couple of
signs in- Wedderburn. -

“Things are going well
w1th people  reporting
‘koala sightings, but we

to look cut for koalas if drivers to the datger of are very keen to learn of |

yon are deiving near bus.hw
tand.

We hope that councils
and the Roads and Traffic

Authority will put uwp

hitting koalas. .
The Campbelltown

'Councﬂ is' leading the .

way at the moment.

The council has.

Macaﬂhur Adverhser Wednesday, February 12, 199?—

any koala sightings — past,
or present, alive or dead.

We have just improved
our system for reporting
koala sightings. - -

If you find a koala then |
you can greatly assist us
by reporuig your sight-
ings as soon as. possnblc :
on (02) 9962 9996..

“Yow'H 'be asked o]
leave: your. mame and |

't photie pumber, which will.

be-sent to us via pager, |
and we'll contact you-as |

| S00R as we can gﬁt to. 31-

phorne. .
This means that if you }
do séé a koala, and you
‘report. (it-:as’ soon .as§
possible, then we have as _
much chance as pessible
of catching it. . .
. Why do we want to
catch koalas?
7 Sothat we can weigh
thern, find out which sex
they are, check for young, |
estimate their age, and
assess their condition. We

'then attach a ecoloured

car-tag to each ear so that
we can identify the koala
later.

-If you see a koala with
car—tags, note down the
colours, '

On some koalas we

(also fit a radio collar:

‘We slip the colar right

] over the Koalas head. This. ||

ensures that the collar will |
slide off if it gets caught
on something (for exam- |

_ple, a stick).

‘Radio-collaring aflows
us to locate the Koalas
‘again so that .we can
follow the development’
of the ydung and find owt ||
the trees and habltat they |

1mpoﬂant _'
because thls kind of infor- _
mation iz essential to.

estimate the impacts of
 things Hike- the- proposed
' Holsworthy airport.

First,  however, we

‘Kave to' Iocate the koala;

‘but" this “is -very difficult
r - Campbelitown |
becanscnlhe koalas amso
hsrd 108pot . .
- . = Steven Ward -
aid Rnbert Close




| gronnds: after dark; ;

' Vat that spot.

- | of ifs former distribution.

By Steven Ward
' and Hoberl Close

THE néext in our series on |

animals which may still |

‘Tive in'the Campbelltown -

bush has an interesting.

‘name, the red-neck .

pademelon (thylogale .
theis). .

Tts pame pademelon is
based o an Aboriginal -
narme for'sd smatl Wallaby.

Thered-neck - - -
pademelan is about the -
size of a bigcat (males
about 7kg and females
4kg), with brown-grey fur

on their back and a white

underbelly.

- Astheir name suggests
they have a red-coloured -
‘neck which distinguishés .

‘them from the red-tegged-
pademielon, commonly ~ °
ﬁound inQueensland,

" Pademelons generally

prefer the forests close to

grassyorpasmreareas- s

and heath, -

{ from that state.

: ‘_Rlvcr
| the local area then we

I 1o hear about it.

€02} 9962 9996,

- They will travel Hpo 7|
IOO mietres froin the fomsi
.edge 1o the feeding - .7 |

been cleared for forestry ~

or agrichlture and a large
‘amountof forestedge . -
ex1sts, redmecked o

numerous as to beta pesl

- -However, the .
red-necked pademelon _
only occupies a small part.

- A related species
which was exceedingly
comrmon in Victoria last
‘century has now. vamshed

- Inourloéal area_i _
red-necked padémelons .
were present between the
O'Hares and Wedderburn.
‘Creeks.and in the
 Woronora catchment in
the 1950s but have not -
'been sighted recently. -

" Thiey, may still exist m .
the upper Avon .
s:atdnnsnt and Cataract .

i ._myoné has mghteda
i-necked pademelon (or
any cat-sized wallaby) in ©

" Toreport a koala'
sighting please call'the .
University of Western ~ -
Sydriey Macarthur hmlme

o hear’a malc koala
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of koalas’ llfest es

IN a previous column we
have mentioned that koala
corpses (that is dead
koalas) -can still provide
useful information.
-One of the most impor-
tant things we can get
from a corpse is a tissue
sample which can be
analysed to obtain a
genetic fingerprint of that
keala, o

. This technique is the
same as that wsed by
forensic experts  who
search the scene of a

crime for traces of blood.

or tissue from the culprit.
. Each human, or koala,
has an individual genetic
fingerprint which can be
seen in the laboratory as a
series of bands like a bar
code .

. This ailows us to com-
pare the banding or fin-
gerprint- of a koala with
others, and to work out
which other koalas he, or
she, -is related to.

Phillip

mac’s
Koala
club

- If we could get tissue
saraples for all the koalas
in an area we could work
out the entire family tree
for the koalas and deter-
mine which animals were
likely to have migrated
from amother colomy.
When we obtain

enough samples from the -
koalas from the south

west Sydney region, we
can analyse the data to see

“how closely related, or

inbred, the koalas are.

. Inbred animals such as
the koalas on French,
and Kangaroo
islands off the coast of
Victoria and South Aus-

tralia tend to be much less
resistant to disease or
changes in their environ-
ment.

" These genetic samples

. can also indicate whether

colonies are isolated from

- each other,
Thus we can use the-

samples to investigate

whether the Campbel]— .

town area is jllSl a “sub-

urb” in a big “city” of
koalas in south-west Syd-
ney (Liverpool to Bowral)

or whether these koalas .
are so. isolated that we :
" to:find the koalas, which
‘is why we need yoiur help

should thigk of Campbell-

town as a  completély-

separate couniry town.

If we thirik of koalas as -

living in separate suburbs,
then koalas will be mov-

. ing between suburbs, but-
- Aif they are in separate’
-towns then only
hardy individuals wili be..

a few

managing * to move

between the groups of

koalas

The construction - of
freeways, the clearing of
tand and the building of
suburbs might then pre-
vent all movement
between “towns”. :

These are big questions

‘which can affect the way

we .plan development of
housing . (and - airpoxts).

The genetic finger-
printing (processed by
colleagues at the Univer-
sity ‘of New South Wales)
will help us answer these
questions. -

‘First though, we have

in reporting any sighting
from south west Sydney. |

To report a’ sighting a
koala sighting -pléase call |
the University of Western |
Sydney Macarthui hotline

‘on (02) 9962 9996. To|

hear a male koala bellow- |

‘ing call*(046) 203200, -

“— Robert Close
and Steven Ward




SINCE. the pubhcat;ou of
onr articles on those shar-
ing the bush with koalas
we have received some
fascinating  calls ~ from
people who have spotted
unusual -animals.-

One  call re ‘&

'seadl. aniimal with. 2 flat,

pointed head which had
drowned itself. -

, This turned out to be an
antechinus which we have -

described previously — a -

mouse-sized, but  fero-

‘cious ma:suplal Onmivore

(they eat insects, meat and
nectar) which comes from
the same -family as the
Tasmanian devil and thy-
lacine (Tasmanian tiger).

The skull of this ante-
cbmus ‘will go o the
Australian Museum and

will serve as a permanent.
record of the dlstnbution

of the species.

“As fai as the miseum is
concemed, ~ an animal

does not-‘exist im ah area.
unless there is a skull in
the ‘muséom cofiection,
preferably - labelled. with

thcdateandﬂlenamcof-

the collector, -

Records of- a mghtmg_
do not count, ‘éven from

reputiable -observers
because even - skilled
observers. cah -make mis-

" We had a0 interesting |

xample of this recently

‘when the biologists pre-
paring. “the - Holsworthy
faina survey called us.to-

say they had spotted a-
koala: near the causeway
beside " the Liverpool tip.
on’ the -Georges River, -

‘Excited, we rushed off ]

to capture. the koala only
to find that what they’d

spotted- was the grey.

backside of a big. brush
tailed. possum '

S0 even Experts can |

ritake mmistakes,

T’s interesting . to: note’ ..

that before. 1986 there was

only.one koila specimen }
from * Campbelitown i _

the ‘Australian” Museum.
-Now, as a result of your
calls to report dead koalas
(most being killed by cars
and ‘dogs) there ‘are now

| several more koala-skulls
?assed’ on.to. the:|

to be'
Austatian Maseum. -

_Tlmsewﬂl]aeuwdby_

Skulls play role

mac's
koala
club

rcse-archers unh.l the . end
ot‘ c1whsa'tmn or the end

‘of ‘the museum, Whlch :
ever comes first,..; . -
- Next week 'we’]] dis- -
cuss the-other sightings of. .

. umsual animals, -

- To teport-a koala sight-
"ing call the UWS™ Macar— :
. thur on (02), 9962 9996

To hear a male koala-'
bg%wtng call (Oitﬁ} 29

El STEVEN A
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-Domestlc do

A RESPONSE to our request for small waliab
‘sightings took us to Wedderburm, where a smakl dead
‘wallaby had been found. =

This turned out to be a young female swamp
wallaby (a joey).
- She was fully furred and ina week or two would
have been out of Mum’s comify .pouch.

-The joey’s leg was broken. and we suspect that a
dog had killed hei, -~ -

. Wallabies with a large joey in: thc pouch are very
v:dhwreaable 1o dogs because their speed and agility are
reduc .

Sometimes a: ruthless escape plan must be used:

when Mum is tiring and the dogs are about to seize

her, she relaxes the muscles of the pouch and ejects.

the joey.-

- Whiile.the dogs are occupled with the lmfortunate _

joey, Mum makes her escape.

‘the pouch, because many wallaby species have a tiny
embryo in the uterus waiting its turn,

In another six months, this new ]oey will be ready
o emerge.

S0 in the Jong run, it is better for the mother-to lose
hér young and. survive than for both to die. '

The problem, of course, is that if dogs are always
about when the joeys-grow big, then no young will
survive and the wallabies will eventually disappear.

On the edge of the bush. house dogs are numerous,

s that

IIIBG S lmala Glllb

. have nor drseases and are well fed

~They are. fit and strong all year round;” and in
drought  conditions - the bush’ creatures . (mcludmg
koalas) often lack the: strength 0 escape.
. Don’t -believe - tha£ ym}r -trosty Rover is a
stay-at-home-sook. = -

A recent -stidy of ‘domestic dogs whlch were
tracked by ‘means of radio collars at Jervis Bay

showed that they formied a:pack after their owners

were asleep, spent the night hunting, then remrned.
home to eat and sleep all day! .-
Their owners were . oompletely unawam of thclr

. - pets ‘savage adventures. .
However, 30 days later there is often a new baby in

So the moral is: if vou want w havea dog and large

-wildlife in your bushland retreal then you: must

confine your dog at night.

Dogs can roam over several kilometres at mght S0
even if your house:is. some distance from the bush
your dog can still have a serious effect. .

Toreport a koala sighting pleasé call the University |
of Westem Sydney Macarthur hotlme on (02) 9962

To hear a male koala bellowmg call (046} 20 3200

- = Robert Close and Steven Ward.




Eqmpment was stol

UNFORTUNATELY,
this-week’s column is of a
depressing nature.
Equipment vsed for our
- koala-work-was stole'n
recently from the:
‘Woodbine area.” :
An old red and green
backpack thiat we use in
the field and a large blue
dnternhae (se¢ pichure)
about one metre long
which is used to help
locate koalas with .
radio-collars was taken. -

F

,1'- me‘ff&

 Thebackpackwas ~ |

durped closeto the site

_of the theft in Woodbme._

T'he mspmng part of -
this story is that the
occupants of the house,

whegathe backpack was o

dumped; reported their
find to the police.

Menibers of the Bagle
|Vile potice $tation -
| quickly picked up the

backpack andcalleda -

photie number they found
inthe backpack. -
.The nurmber was that of
|a voltirrteer who had
helped uss
“This volunteer gave the
| U BEEET. nomber,

.befem we djmm the
theft.”

We wouldhke to thank

the people who reported
‘the eqinpiiient that they

found and ﬁie Eagle Vale -

polJce

I5Fowﬂ
h‘a nol le.

T

Unfortunately we have Robert Close atthe

not yetrecoveréd the -~ . university on (046) 20
large blue-antennac and a 3203 (voice mail}).
pair of green binoculars, . The aniennae is quite
which wereinthe, . distinctive. It has sky blue
* backpack. . _.colour, somewhat similar
~This. eqmmnenus not . toa TV antennae; butthe
covemd by the . . “arms” sticking oot tolhe
. URIVersity’s insuratice - sides of the antennag can’
policy. . . . befolded down, making it
We would appreciate - - much more compact,

the return of this property"";i It worksvery.well for

and anyone who has-any
information can calt

helping to locate koalas,
* huitcouldn’tbeused for -

_ missing items an
“also tell you how

-'beﬁowmgcan (046j of

anj Gth'er purpose
thieves may well

HHSSING ANteRnag’
to help find koat

s;ghtmg call Unlvem Y
Westem Sydney, P
Btl
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Binoculars anc
antenna stolen
‘mac’s koala

Unfortunately it is still missing, so . .
we would: have to ﬁnd over $200 to

mlastweekscolumnwerepomdmax

a pair of bingculars and an antenna that.

we use to (rack radio-collared koalas
had been stolen.

replace it. .

The antenna” cks ‘up a signal
emitted by a smal n‘ansmltter attached
to the collar. .

‘We slip the collar over the koala's
headanditiskeptmplacebytheﬂuck
anid fleshy ears..

This- means ﬁ:at if the collar gets
cay;
freeing the koala,

Our new collars have a monahty
switch” which changes the signal if the
collar- hasp't moved for 12 hours
{becamse the collar had been thrown off
ot if the koala has died).

“We then know to look on the ground
rathcr than in the trees.

The radio-collar constant]y emits 2. -

beeping on a certain radio frequency
which is dlffereut for each of the
collars.

We carry a special receiver, attached -

“radio-si

ght on-a branch, the collar shdes off, .

to- the "antenna, which changes the
to a “bleep” noise;

‘We find: the direction of a collared
koala by sweeping the antenna’ amund
in a full circle;

- The bwpmg s;gnal from the mclm»_-_E

"3collar is loudest when the ‘antephia is
* pointing at the Koala. '

 We walkmthed:recﬁénmdlcated'.

searching “until we find the koala.

_ Although this sounds quite simple in’

) principle, it is actually very difficult.

‘Next week we'll discuss problems
we encounter whilst tracking koalas,
To report a koala sighting please call
the - University of Western Sydney
Macarthnr hotline on’ (02) 9962 9996,
. — STEVEN WARD and
ROBERT CLOSE



By STEVEN WAHD and HOBERT CLOSE L

‘AN interesting message came on our new: pagers at .

10.30am on Friday, March 21.

‘down Henry Lawson Drive, along Picni¢ Point.”

. convertible; off to'enjoy a picnic. -
. Unfortimately, the caller did not leave any more -

. dv:lalzlsr narge or phone number, $0 we would like them .

o call again. .

 Weneedto lmow whether all three koalas were | - Sept ember 1996,

seen at the dne timé or separately, and whether any’
young ones were present.

If you know anyone who may have left the :
message, you can ask them to call again, asthe ~ *
-mystery callet iay notread our koala column.

recapture Franchesca and her cub Sarah at -
Wedderbuin.

last year and we could not find her till last week.
10 metres away.

__The koalas were spotted by Jane. 'I'hompson,
i workmg for the Australiat Koala Foundation; who

Jraconteur, Keith Longhurst.

. Fhe message said: “Have seen Ehmekoalas driving .

L We: xmmedmtely thought of koalas driving along in

-1On a completely different topic, we were pleased to .

Franchesca threw off her radio collar i October o

Sarah, now one- and-a-half-ycar—old was onatrée - -;-'willrepart theirprogregs from time to time. -

was being given & guided tour by loca.i historian and = _

We recapmred both Franchesca and Smh and tcvok
them for a veterinary inspection at Ehzabelh S

* Macarthiir Agricuitural Institute.

Pranchesca has’ 1mpr0ved in coudltlon fmm '

It’s likety that thé recent rain over the past few ;

~: .. ‘months, which has encouraged new growtliin the gﬁm '
(i trees, is makmg things much easier for koalas.” . - .

Franchesca didn’t have a cub in the pouch, and

' Sarah was no longer: sticklirig, so Franchesca’s hfc
* will be easier with one-mouth less to feed, -

Sarah hias grovin in the lastsix months, mcr&asmg :
from 1.8kgin Septembet 1996t0 3 8kgnow.

. Both are now wedring new radio collars and we .

@ To report 2 koald sighting pléase call the -

- University of Westem Sydney. Macarthur Ilothne cﬁ
,.'{92) 9962 6996: . -

@ Toheara male koala bellowmg call (046) 203
2

Macarthur Advertiger, Wednesday, April 2, 1997



* Macarthur Advemser Wednesday, Apnl 9, 1997

Echldna in dlstrlct

ONE of our readers recently reported an echidna or
Victoria Road at Wedderbum our second record fron
the district.

The echidna is a-monotreme and like all mammals
has fur (the fur ocenrs between the spines) and sickles
young, but it also lays eggs.

When the: egg hatches the baby is camied in a
temporary pouch and drinks milk that oozes from a
pore in the pouch. The mother echidna does not have
any - nipples.

The echidna’s diet consists of tenmtes whlch 1t :

obtains by breaking open the termites’ mound w1th its

strong forepaws. -

| Although it has not teeth, the echidna’s tongue is
long and covered with sticky saliva which entraps the

tenmtes ' )

Echidnas welgh 2-7 kilograms, occur widely across .-

Australia, and survive in a variety of conditions,
- Another species, the larger Long- beaked Echldna
lives in Papua New Guinea.

Like koalas echldnas are sohtary and are often
killed by cars.

As the echidna’s defedce is to curl up and axpose
its spines, it is particularly susceptible to being run
over.

However its spines may well take revenge-on. your
car ‘tyre,

The echidna will be one of the mascots for the
Sydney 2000 Olympic Games.

It is nice to note that Campbeltown also has the
other two mascots, the platypus and kookaburra.

To report a koala sighting call the University of
Western Sydney Macarthur hotline on (02) 9962 9996,
To hear a male koala bellowing call (046) 203 200.

- STEVEN WARD and ROBERT CLOSE



antenna (sull mxssmg) that welse to’ track
mdm ollared koalas,

"I today’ scalumn weﬂeécnbe the dlfﬁCHlﬁOS—Df \

nsmgthe antannato find these koalas:

To briefly recap: special eqiipfient on the radm .
fal radio frequency, whichwe' - .

collar tran$mits.a s
detect with our portable receiving eqmpment aiid tells
us the direction of the koala. .~

:"We walk it the ditection the recewmg eqwment '

mdlcates until'we find the koala.-
- While this may soméeasy, the steep terrain of

smne koalas’® hab:tat is dangerons for wallqngs o

patticularly when burdened with; mcewer, pack and
antenna. -

“maf’ﬂed by the groung . - L

~That is, if the koald was down in the botlom ef a
gully, and wé were standing back from the edge of the
gully, the fock between us and the koala would stop us
from finding Gut which direction the koala is. :

To make matters worse, rocks can “bounce” the'
signal, 5o that our equipment would indicate more
than one direction to the koala: :

Even when the signal strength tells us ‘that ihe koala
is close, sometimes it takes a lot of searchmg to spot
lt .

mac (] Imala Glllb |

" Fho sigual eitied by the collar canbemodied or

ThlS abrl:ty o blend i with l.’ae bush is what makes :
it so hard for us to find koalas without radio-collars, -

-and why it is so important for you to reporl any koalas
_you have seen, or sée in the future.

Other, more mundane problems that'we someumes
encounter are; pnckl}; bushes, wasps (Steven was
once stung twice in about five minutes), loose rocks -
and slippery leaves (somenmes resultingin_ .
undignified tumbles and minor injuries).. - -

We have also seen a number of snakes (mcludmg

the endangered broad-headed snake and are always on
* “the lookout, particularly for the death adder, which -

unlike most snakes. doesn t move when it feels our
approacb o
- However, snakeg are ustas unportant as koalas and
that we feel lucky to have seen them and iet them go
on theitway, - '
@ Toreporta koa!a slghﬁngplease call tlle .
University of Westem Sydney Macarthur hotline

on (02) 9962 9996,

2)00. To hear amalekoalabellowmg call (046}203
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THE Auslrahan 'ééalé Foundaﬁon (AKF) and Camp~ '\

belitown City Council are jointy conducting a postal .

.mey of people Tivinig close tmhe Holswor&y Army
ger .

This survey isa necessary pattofpxepmnga S

M&nagement Plan for koalas in thedistrict. . .0

31ght1ngs inthe Campbellt v C
. would encourage respondeiits (o ing
seen koalas elsewhere in the reg Iom..
', Very little isknown abot koa asanywhere scuuth
. of Sydney and your information is important, .
én - - Onthe front of the surveyform yon willseea
-+ paragraph mcludmg our eontactnumbermacase of ary
koala sightiags.
the Cmnpbeﬂtawn area, . : R .. Wewould like you to note that numberdown {stick-
Historical sightings are’ also pmncularly unportant *itto the fridge pérhaps) so that if youdo's see 4 koala in
 as they will provide details of the fittl ‘ Iustory . the future you can fét is know-about it. - -
of koalas in the Cmrpbelitown afeq - We would also like to thank the AKF and The -

“Ttis also extremely i Macatthir Advértiser for- siipporting our reséareh, -
_ not anykoala sightings y To report a koala sighting please call the University
1 prewously reported to'us of Western Sydney Macanhur hotline an (02) 9962

9996

- This-would give a false pieture of Koala tmbers: -+ - - -To hear a male koala bellawing call (046} 203 209




.:THIS week we- shalL pewew what we know a.nd wha
-.we don’t know about koalas in the southern Sydne)
region, fron' Sydney south to Mittagong.

- We know that these koalas are scattered very thinly" .
_:through the ‘bush’ (one per. 10—30 hectares in “good™
-areas).” _
This low’ densny means thit 1t is extremely hard to

find. koalas in the bush — we’ve tried.

However because there.is so much uhexplorcd.
southern Sydney koalas are: the habitat they prefer,

| bushland (40,000 hegtares) there would be quite a few

18,

We know-of - only two ‘locanons where koalas are

breeding in the Campbeliiown:Holsworthy area.
‘Kentlyn, suburbs ‘of Campbelltown

We have also received reports .of koala mghtmgs" _

Etl'lvr(mghtmat much of the ‘southern Sydney -area. -
- Unfortunately - these sightings don’t _T _ean that
koalas-afe breeding:in ‘thesespots.

‘We negd to confirm:téports of female koalas wrth=r__ B

you 'to be certain that ‘Koaldis aré bneedmg

mac s Ima!a Blﬂﬂ

‘koalas. depending on- how much “good” habitat there- :

_ Tlus is where your repons of koala &ghl:mgs come
in ~ they provide.valuable information that would

. ...othermse take us years.of searching to obtain. .

-Other -things we would like.:to know. .about . the
the -density .of koalas, “how: inuch -of an impact

:-chlamydia has, how long koalas live-for, how many -
“young a female can prediyce during ‘her lifetime, how
* well they do after a fire and how: much’ 0f an-imipact
These locations “are ¢lose to Wedderbum' and -

the proposed airport options at Holsworthy will Kave,
‘We ‘will "discuss likely problemis the proposed
aitport. will cavse the: local Koalas mext week.
“Fo repost a koala sighting please ¢all the University

of Weshem Sydney Macarthur hotlme on (02) 9962
9996

& To hear a malekoala bello\vmgcal;l (046) 2{)3 200
By STEVEN WARD ‘and ROBERT CLOSE
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May 7, 1997

WHENEVER w1ld koalas are captured it waIl cause
them (and their captors) a certati amount of stress.
~ Weuse acaptyre method we believe causes the -
kodla a minimum amount of stress. This consists of _
“chasing” the koala to the ground with a flapping flag -
.attached 1o along extendable pole and then placmgit . .

in a big hessian bag.

" To obtainapproval from the umvemlty to conduct .

research on animals, full details of the research.and

expeécted sivésses to the animals must be presented to

the Animil Ethics Committee.

This commlttee consisty 0Fa vet, an anunal welfare

representative and an mdependent person, as well as

researchers. The committee dlscusses the project and. :

then approves or rejects it.

The committee has to decide whether the value of
“the research and the long-term benefits outweigh the
shori-term stresses for the animals involved.

The long-term benefits of our study are thatour .

results will provide details on the population numbers,
distribution, movements, tree choice, disease status,”
reproduction rate, cause of death and genetic health of
local kealas. -

Without this information, effecnve management is
1mposs1ble and impacts such as the Holsworthy
airport cannot be fully assessed. '

On Sunday, April 27 we attempted to capture a
young male koala at Keqitlyn but we were g
unsuccesstul because the tree was large and we could
fiot climb above the koala to be in a good positionto -

mae s Kﬂﬂiﬂ ﬁl‘llh |

By STEVEN WAF!D and FIOBEHT CLOSE

flag it to the ground On our second attempt to capture
' the koala, itbegan to “ciy”.

The sound is very distressing because it soitnds $0

similarto a baby s cry. We don’t really know what

this “crymg means.
It seems to be made only by young koala, and only

.when they are in the wee. They do hot *cry” when in

the hessianbag nor when being handled.
We suspect that the “cry” may be a submission

: response to indicate to another koala that they “glve

p” and are not a thieat to the other’s temritory;

: perhaps similar to a dog rollmg on its back wheri faced

by alarger dog.

We would l1ke to assure all lhe watchers on Sunday
that the koala was probably no more agitated than if -
he had been chased by a large dominant koala; ~

This is in fact the fate of all young male koalas

- befare they can establish a territory of théir own.

~ Toreport a koala sighting, please call the
~ University of Western Sydney Macarthur hotline: on
(02) 5962 9996.

Tohear a male koala beIlDng call (046) 203 200
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. By STEVEN WARD -
and ROBERT CLOSE

PREVIQUSLY we have described
| the presence in the local area of
“one of the Olympic mascots, the
‘echidna.

. Today we look at another
mascot, the platypus.,

- Like the echidna, the platypus
‘(ornithorhynchus anatinus) is a

| monotreme. .

This means that the platypus has
| only one external opening for
Turine, faeces and reproduction.

:] . ‘This one hole, called a cloaca, is -

| a feature of all three Olympic
- | mascots.

All three mascots also lay eggs.

" The female platypus lays its -
-eggs in a long burrow neara
stream bank.
1. Afteritemerges, the young
| platypii feed for four-five months
| on milk secréted from the mother.
Male platypus; when they _
| become adults, have a spuron each
4 ankle, which is comnected fo a
| gland with venom in the groin.
. Thevenem cancause

mac’s
- koala BII!I!

excrucmung pain in humans and is

used in fights between male

platypuses.

Also, like the other mascots, the )

adult plalypus hasno teeth,
Young platypuses do have

poorly developed teeth, but .

quickly lose them. - . ;
A platypus vses its heavy

(duck-like bill to.cat a large variety -
of insects, and sometimes small

animals. .
" Mt also uses the'bill to sift i insects

' . from silt on the stream bottom. .. . -
Unlike a duck’s, the bill of the

platypus is very sensitive and can
pick up electrical impulses. .+
A-platypus generally uses a.

- mudbank to dig its burrows and 111‘&:
. Sydney sandstone soils foundin

- call 046) 203200,

the local areaare not partlcularly
suitable. . .
However, there have been a
owmber of local platypus sightings.
~ They have been seenin the
‘(’Hares Creek in Wedderbum and
-the Georges River.
- Overall the number of mghtmgs
s few, but this is not.surprising ~ -
when yot consider that often local
- streams and rivers where ©-
platypuses might be found are at
the bottom of deep gulhes or
gorges.
Often these have steep sides
-with loose sandstone récks which -
- canrbe dangerous to walk over,
Desplte reported local snghtmgs,
. there are no specimens in the ™ -

muscum.

If you should find a dead one by
the river, call us or the muiseuim
nnmsdlmaely :

Toreporty koalaslghtmg. caIl

 the’ University of Westemn Sydney :
*  Macarthir htline on (023! 9962 '

9996 o
*To hear a male koala bellowmg, :
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A really angry cr1tter'

LAST month three workmates were

| driving north along the freeway near

the Bargo turn-off after work.
They spotted a koala, which was
lying by the road and stopped to

investigate. They discovered that the

koala was still alive, but had
apparently been cllpped by a car and
was stunned.

Being good samaritans they
decided 1o pick up the koala and take
ittoavet.

So, they placed the koala in the
"back of their van and continued on
their way.

However, about 18 km further on
their way, near Allens Creek, the
koala woke up, objected to its forced
migration, and proceeded to tear the
back of the van to shreds.

Perturbed by the damage to the
van, and amazed at the
transformatiof of what was

previously a poor stunned koala into -

a ferocioids beast, the captors
stopped and opened the back of the
van. The koala burst ont and took off

With STEVEN WARD-
and ROBERT CLOSE:

for the nearest bush.

Although this story is quite
amusing, it does effectively
demonstrate an important point. .

That is koalas are wild animals
and if you approach one, even if
injured, it will try to escape or attack
you. Koalas are strong and have

" sharp teeth and claws. Remember

koalas that you see inzoos or

wildlife sancitwaries are tame and are.

used 1o people.
S0 if you should come across a
sick or injured koala please do not

try to pick it up.

Call us as soon as possible.

For other wildlife you can call
WIRES on (02) 9975 1633 or the
Sydney Metropolitan Wildlife
Service on (02) 9413 4300 who are
licensed by the National Parks and
Wildlife to look after sick or injured
native fanna, .

If you feel you absolutely must
pick up a koala (although we -
recommend against it) try touse a
thick blanket. :

Once the koala is wrapped up it
should calm down and the bianket

- provides the human assistant some

protection from the koala’s tecth and

claws.

Finally, displaced koalas, when
tracked, have moved up to 40km.
We hope this one makes it home!

@ To report a koala sighting
please call the University of Western

. Sydney Macarthur hotline on [02)

0962 9996.
@ To hear a male koala
bellowing call (046) 203 200,



_:successfully catch and release “the animals in the
“Campbelltown arga.

'a_n'pon- at Holsworthy were published ‘last week, the .

3:"_ +With the northern Holsworthy airport: optlons, i |

‘routes will affect the Wedderburn cofony and three of - e
'_four aircraft routes: will affeet the Kentlyn eolony.” '}

-and railways, thein the aircraft noise w1]1 be.. hkely to -'; na
 disrupt - koalas®” commiii¢ation. ; .

'rwals wnd - lovers,

-thesc calls..

Macarlhur Advertiser. Wednesdav. Mav 28, 1997 '

KOALAS that ‘have heen reported by the commumty
hiave allowed the University of Western Sydney to

This information has enabled the university to map
areas where koalas are breeding. '
- When the flight paths for the pmposed second Sydney

uriiversity was able to. match koala breeding areas with - |
: light paths (se¢ attached graphic).. :

alglPeam that three of four aircraft routes will dmectly
et the Wedderburn. colony. .
. A further two of four a;rcraft wrll affect lhe Kﬂntlyn
'_colony ' N RN
For the southem alrport option thyee of four aircraft * |

If the koalas survive the building of the aitport, roads - -

‘Male oalas bellow 10 adveméjé e

-Howevet, 1101se fl:om mcraft_ w:ll propably drown

“The male koala's calls help t6 maintain a térritory.aS
the bellowmg so?n?d can tral::el 500 metr:s on I"}L'll : By STEVEN WARD and ROBEHT CLOSE

11} gh B
The knowledge on breadmg areas is hrmted at present"" wﬂl suffer dramaucally wrth lhc bmldmg of a second

and the nniversity relies on the general public to inform airport.
them of koala habits. ~ Koala research is valuable however, thene are stlll-

The information will help in planning how to ensure many gquestions- left unapswered. -

3l;he ong-term ‘survival of koalas in Sydney’s south. To, hear a male koala bel]ewmg call (046) 203 200.

are ng.gther breedmgareas,then the umverslt L . the Umvers1ty of
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By STEVEN WARD.
and ROBERT CLOSE '

ON Slmday, API"ﬂZS r?"b"“ Han- ._ SN

‘sen ' was ' walking with
Carl, and friend Asroi; in,
'bus!ﬂand by Peter Meadows
Creek. -

':spotted akoalasitting inatree.
"+ 'Once home, Robyn rang-our

_.pagernumber (see below) to reporf .
the sighting and menuoned that the .
ighting " “Ruse, a distiance of at least two and

‘koala was sitting ¥orw in a tree.

Steven inmediately went out to.

_'mvesngata, and, Robyn, Cat and
Aaron kindly came ot to show
where the koala had been spotted.

However, the koala had moved, -

‘but we spotted it lying on arock in
the bottom of a small gully. -
Steven immediately feared the
worst, as the keala was scarcely
moving and normally a wild koala

would have moved away fromus.

The koala had ear tags, which
-told us this koala was Mac, a
young male koala caughtsix. |,

They were surpnse :whenCad

He had therefore moved across

ahalf kilometres. .
 We wonder what. happemd to -
Maconthe way. =~

We consultedia vet and a -
WIRES carer about the best
method to care for the koala

- Overnight, before a vetennary o
spection the next day.

Our hopes were raised sllghtly

by the fact that the koala was.
méanaging some movernent, but we

were still very concerned.

' 'Ven took Mac toa vet ai -

./ Elizabeth Macarthur A,gncultural
- Tmstitate (EMAT) for a post L

moﬁem .
“The cause of death is unclear,
but itseems that the koala was -

© .. probably very sick for sore. weeks'
; _ v - previously, and was severely

: " dehydrated.
o -months prev:ously nearGeorges

"RiverRoad inKentlyn, -

EMAl s in ihe process ofa

o deta_ﬂed examination of the
. damaged organs and we will
pmwde further detaﬂs when

possible.
We would llke to ﬂlank Robyn

- Hansen for reporting the sighting
" and despite the unhappy ending, -
.. information on the cause of death

will be important m heiping to .

_ . understand problents by koalas in
" this area.

To report a koala mghung please

contact the University of Western'
Sydney Macarthur hotline on (02)

- 9962 9996.
- Unfortunately though, the koala
. passed away ovemnight. |

To hear a male koata bellomng

-call (046) 20 3200




By STEVEN WARD -

and ROBERT OLOSE

LAST Moiiday, we recewed a message
from Eric Pace that he had spotied two
koalas in his backyard, with one koala
being larger than the other.

Eric had recently received the
Australian Koala Foundation (AKF)
koala survey for the Campbelltown City
Council, and called us becavse our
number is given on the front of the
survey.

Eric and his family had never had
koalas on the property before. ..

Eric’s property, however, is close to

-Kentlyn Primary School and his son
remembers the great excitement when we

in February of 1996.
Al that time, Lyn had a halrless cubin.
the pouch.
© Ifall went well, that cub should now '
“be approxiinately 18 months old.

We hoped therefore that the two koalas -

were Lyn and her cub, with the smaller
youngei koala lookmg about the right
SIZC
"~ Robert eagerly climbed up the tree to
flag (waving a piece of material on a long
extendable aluminium pole) the two
down. = , :
Unfortunately, the koalas had other
ideas.
Mum disappeared into a thick clump
| of foliage and refused to budge.

- capture attempt so that we wouldn’t canse

caught Lyn there, 4 young female koala,

was Lyn and her cub after checking
. through our list of car tagged koalas. -

The cub meanwhile had swung
through the same clump onto a
neighbouring tree, and away to safety.

A little while after these frustrating
developments we decided to abort the

m-IIJEOEW

too minchi stress to the koalas.

Unfortunately, the mother kept her.
ears covered by foliage, and aithough she
did appear to have ear tags, we couldn’t
geta good enough took to be confident of
who she was.

-Steven went out’ agam the next day 10
try and spother; but the twohad
vanmished. -

However, it does seem likely that it -

Perhaps if they are spotied and
reported again we will be able to catch
themn and tell you how they are doing in -
this columin. We also remind you to ﬁll
out our AKF koala survey.

Your reports will be of great value for
planning and protection of the local
koalas. To report a koala sighting, please
call the University of Westein Sydney
Macarthur hotline on (02) 9962 9996,

‘To hear a male koala bellowmg

. 1661 ‘L1 8unp 'Aepseupam 'Jasmenpv F

call (0646) 203 300.



: 1n thieir patch of biish.

O the niighi of Monday, June 9 the -

Paces heard a bewildering racket like.
-wild lions going berserk. They )
remembered our description of a male
koala bellowing-and realised that it must
have been koalas!

You can also hear a recording of this
noise if you call (046) 20 3200,
. Oninvestigation, the Paces found a
large koala bellowing and a smaller one
“squeaking”. The next day their .+

neighbours spotted a koala and the Paccs :

called to let us know.
Steven, with the help of a couple of

university volunteers, managed to catch -

this koala: a streng, feisty, 10kg male. .

Despite his flashing claws and
Enashing jaws he was 1dentified as
Kevin, caught previously in October
1995 on Old Kent Road, ‘Kentltyn,

Kevin is in excellent health, and we
f“ tted him with a radio collar and
released him in his capture tree.

* The bellowing and squeaking could
mean two things: either Kevin was

bullying the juvenile (which avoided 6ur ) )
B Macarthurﬂet]me on (02) 9962 9996 50

captunc) or romance was in the a:r _

 hospitable and great assistance.

*“Moreaver, we how have records of

several sightings- ofyeung animals = ngi
coming into Campbelltown’s gardens at 8

this time of year, possibly to avoid the %
stress of male bullies, : LB
8o keep your eyes and ears open e

. Listen for strange sounds, check the - £
- ground beneath trees for “olive pip” - &
koala droppings, and look for scratches @
on gum trees with hard, smooth bark, - 5
The night after Kevin was captured, s

the motherand cib were spotted again. @
However, the cub Wwas in-too difficult 2

. atreetoattempt 2capture and the 2
. mother dlsappeawd before we arrived.. &
" 80 we ve had a busy week! : i

We would also. Ilke to thank the Pace £
family and their neighbours foral! their .g
assistance and puitting up with.us coniing _,
and visiting to check outkoalas atall’
hoursof the day and nighy. -

- Both families have been very.

Next week: news of Molly and hef

©‘beautiful cub.

HTo report a koa.a sighting, please call
the University of Western Sydney -

266} '8



By STEVEN WARD

and ROBERT CLOSE’ - '
OUR subject this week is Molly, a,koala wnh a long
and chequered history. .

“We fitst mentioned Molly.20. months ago in our
second-ever column, Molly was ﬁrst found na-
Kemlyn garden ot Ma

2In December 1994 Moﬂy was found in. the ﬁeld
w1th abrokenhindleg. .

‘She went back into Gaylene Parker’s care and after
six weeks the bone had mended without surgical help
-and Molly was pacnng the cage and eager for

- Last year when Molly was' eaught 10 replace the
battenes inher radio collat, we were ainazed to ﬁnd
stiehada membrane down the nnddle of the pouch
diwdtng it ' -
t W thought at that tlme diat Molly would be

ufn' Ie'to-raise 4 cub o maturity bccause of thlS

mag’ S !m!a cwb_

division. However, as you can see fmm the pholo
Molly proved us wrong and now has a 6',&-momh—old
female cub weighing 280g. :
In recognition of the crucial role. Gaylene Parker
has played in Molly’s life we have named the cub
Gaylene. .
~ Molly and Gaylene were held ovemlght after they
were captured and inspectéd by a vet at Elizabethi’

. ~ Macarthur Agricultural Institute the following day.

The photographs of Molly and Gaylene weré taken
in the enclosure — both are in good health.
We made sure Gaylene was safely inside Molly’ s

- pouch when they were released..

We hope that both Molly and Gaylene stay healthy :
and we will continue to follow their movements.

" Toreport akoala sighting please call the. |
Unwersny of Western Syclney Macarthur hotlme 0}1 )

(02)99629996..

- Toheara mﬂlekoala beﬂomng call (046) 203 200.
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How koala V. __iac dled

A FEW weeks ago;. wcreported thatMac : :"-'
a young miale koala camght six tionths
sarlier i Kentlyn, bad been found buthad "~
been. very sick and had’ died. evernight. -
Mac’s body. was taken to Elizaheth. .
Macarthur ‘Agricultural . Institute: for- an
autopsy to. detesming- the cause of death., -

: lieve that d
Mac’s death’
pexrhaps up to e !
was found. - :
- Being hit b}' a gar. would be. the most -
hkely -cause of such -a_blow. Mw: was. kgala

Shirley cument}y has a ‘pouch young, -1 e Nal 3
although there was no-oné athome i the' ‘Wasno pm_!ch young, but
pouch when ‘she .was last caught in- beiieved ‘thiat” Kath niay b
nnd-Novembet last year We assume that _

P When Shiriey w

.two-yeam»ld i
offspnng of Sh}th’ﬁs, '
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~earching

for species

AT the end of June, both Rob and
Steven attended a camp at Bargo
organised by the National Parks Associ-
ation. The purpose was to. gather
volunteers and experts to assess Bar-
g0's bio-diversity. Bio-diversity means
the total number of species present in an
area. For example an area with 500
species would have a higher bio-divers-
ity than an area with 100 species.
Rob and Steven were leading volun-
 teer teams looking for mammals, which
of course, includes koalas. Unfortu-
nately no koalas were found. We did
capture some simall mammals however:
the brown antechinus- (Antechinus
stuartii). Both the black rat and house
mouse are introduced species and were
fonnd close to areas where people are
(living. The brown. antechinus (dis-

cussed in a previows column) and the

bush rat are both native .to -Australia.

We used Eliott traps to capture small .
mammals. These are rectangular metal -

aluminium boxes 30 x 8 x 8cm. The

Eliott traps were baited with a peanut -
honey and cat food-

buiter, oats,
mixture, When an animal enters to
investigate the .smelly bait, it trips a
lever which’ closes the door behind it.

20's !ma!a i

The animal is not harined but is caught
inside the trap which were left out
overnight (because most small mam-
mals are nocturnal) and checked in the.
morning, just after dawn. The waps also

-had some nesting material, in this case
shredded paper, placed inside so that

the animals would be fairly comfortable
until released in the moming.

Our dream was to catch a bettong, a
small wallaby like animal once found
by the Barge River and we had hoped to
find a koala. However, the weekend
was a great success .and groups
investigating other plants and animals
made some important finds including
the rare broad-headed snake. Most

_1mp0rtantly everyone had a gﬂod time

thanks to fantastic organisation by the
National Parks Association. '
~ Toreport a koala sighting please call
the University of Wesiern Sydney
Macarthur hotline on (02) 9962 9996.
To hear a male koa]a bellowing call
(046) 203 200.
B Steven Ward and Robert Close
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Rog

RECEN'ILY a large (10kg) male koala we have
nicknamed Roger has been recelvmg a lot of
publicity.

- Apart from becormng we]l-known in local papers,

Roger is at present-on display at Campbelltown City-
Library and has been a hit with-a number of sqhool L

groups whete “we- have given talks,

- Unfortunately for Roger, however, he is not oul'-

roammg in the bush with other koalas,

. Roger met an unfortunate end near the Wedderbum -

causeway, where he was hit and killed by a-car,

So why is Roger now gettmg so much attention? .

. Well; Roger has been ‘taxidermied’ or preserved,

or as it is more commonly referred to — stuffed - and .
has featured in some protests agamst the second

Sydney Airport,
. As Roger has attracted so much attentlon this week

we look at what is mvolved i prcsemng an animal -

like Roger
First the skin must be taken off the miin carcass
and the hide (all the skin of the animal) is tanned in a

bath.

The time that the hide is left in the tanning bath. .
depends on the type of hide and its thickness, but for a

koala it is approximately one week.
The hide is then removed, rnsed in water, drained,

and the inside of the skin is rubbed in vegetable oil.
- To get the right body shape, a papier-mache plaster

maa 'S mﬁh ﬁm

--mould is prepared from the corpse ;- R .-

. The mould is dried and removed.

- A twio-part expanding polyuréthare foam is usedto
fill the mould, which produces a body cast. _

"Some parts, such as-the nose and éyes, . are. bmlt up
to ‘the:propef -shape . with clay S

Getting the right shape is actually ve'ry ﬂlfﬁcult

_~and Roger the koala ended up lc-okmg somewhat
- -similar ¢ a wombt,

Once the body cast is ready,1he tanned hlde is ﬁtted

-around it'and evérything is 1éft to dry, which takes
B apprummately ofie month in summes, -

Plastic eyés are added, a final painting touch up,
and. the preserving:is complete. - -

Roger “Carrus, a part-time taxidermist- (that ‘is
someone who preserves animals}, kindly did the work

‘free of charge. We are very grateful, becaus& it is
salt, borax and alum (aIumlmum potassmm sulphate) o

obviously a time-consuming . process. - ..

Judging by Roger the koala’s populanty, we thmk
his work has been worth it.

To report a-koals sighting, please ca]i the
University of Western Sydney Macarthur hotline on
(02) 9962 9996.

To hear a male koala bellowing, call (046) 20 3200.

: - Steven Ward and Roberl Close
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23, 1987

RECENTLY whlle Joggmg along a fire -
-trail: in Kentlyn, Gary W]Jlte spotted a-

keala. -

‘He'd received.the koala survey from
the Australian' Koala ‘Foundation on
behalf of . the Campbelltown City

Council and found our number on the

survey form.

mac’s koala club

'excell'ent copdition and has been fitted

with -a radio-collar in order for his

~ movements to be followed. -

Paul Durman. (son of local celebrit j- _

‘He called to lét us know about the -
* koala in April of 1995,

koala, mentioning that he didn’t know
whether it. were important.
Steven Ward, fromi the Umvers1ty of

Western Sydney . Macarthur, assured
him - that- the mghtmg- was indeed .
o : qmckly grab him before’ he hightailed it
nto the suburbs.

important. -

Mr White kmd]y came"out to. shew '

Steven where he has seen the koala and
‘while searching for it with spotlights

 grunting sound. Call (646).20- 3200 to
_hear-. o8 “of -this_sbmad.

Mr Whue however,
 animal ‘was nof: the- only the .one he’d
 spotted earlier, ‘as-this male Koala had .
car-tags whereas -the otfier had no

ear-tags and was -smaller.

teers to help catch. the tagged koala.

‘héfty 10:5kg;
He has been named Galy and was in

. called for a few' )]
SUEVey

hinks this

Par Durman) first sighted- Gary the

. Wheii Robert Close amrived on the
scene in 1995, Gary the koala was
running down the road by Kentlyn
Primary School and Robert had to

The 1997 sighting is the first time

. Gary the koala has been seen since then
‘theey héard the now fairiots male koala *

and we were happy to find out that heis"

o ck»mg 8o well,

¥ary is the second capttme resultmg,-.
frO the Australian Koala Foundanon'

-..The feuﬁdatlon repor(s that it has had
a good response to the survey. |
The official date for subrml.tmg

'-'Jreplies s’ passed, but still send in a

survey if you haye not already done so,

. as-flie- foundation would love to get
Steven then ralhed university volun-
number below if you've seen a koala.
He turned out to be the largest koala. -
we hiave’ caught yet, welghmg in at a.

more” responses,. Or phone us on the

--To report a koala sighting, call the
Unwers1ty ‘of Western Sydney Macar-

. thur hotline on (02) 9962 9996.:

~ Steven Ward and Robert Close
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Creek koala

A GREEN and tree-filled 15811.0.12 Caﬁlpbélllown.'l.ﬁ

which we're hopmg to-find koalas is the Smiths Creek

. Reserve. .

Smiths Creek rins through masses of vegetatlcm
rock crevices and past hollow logs and dense piles of
leaf hitter.

Local repuhan land agents dcscribe itasa lop class
area and, say it is in high demand from a vanely of
lizards, stiakes; tortoises and frogs.

PhlilipLTeschke, a graduating smenoc;’leachmg
student from the Ustiversity of Western Sydney
Macarthur, 1% fascinated by the reserve and has just

completed a reptile and frog survey of the area for ﬂle _

Fnends of Smiths Creek,

“He found more than 30 reptile and frog species,
although he had to look hard fo find.some.

Phiiilip is highly trained and only began handling
snakes after much experience - He warns not to try and
catch or kill brown snakes because they are highly .
poisonous and can be aggressive. Furthermorc, all
snakes are protected by law, .

Phillip says that in addition to hlS large brown

friend, he was dismayed to also sée a large number of -

piles of rubbish by adjoining proparty back fencesin
the Smiths Creek Reserve. ’
This rubbish shelters the introduced mouse and rat,
which are a favourite food for snakes. Composting
piles of lawn clippings also provide heat for the snakes
and their eggs and a sheltered approach to fences.
Soif you live near Smiths Creek, please think twice
before dumping rubbish over your back fence.
Protecting the natural environment of the Smiths

B PHILLIP Teschke and 2}
snake. at’ Smithis Creek--. Reserve.

eastern brown

Creek reserve will protect all the animals, including
koalas. .
Toreporta koala mghtmg please call the

' Unwersnty of Western Sydney Macarthur hotline on

(02)9952 9996, To heara male koala bellowmg call

. (046) 20 3200.

| Phillip Teschi;é, St-éven Ward and Robert Close.
|
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With STEVEN WARD -

-and ROBERT CLOSE

ON Save the Koala day, July 23,

with the help of several local peOple,
we probably saved a young male
koala from a fatal accident with a car
in Wedderburn Road.

The story actually started on July
22, when g koala was spotied in
Wedderbum Road. The sighting was
reported the-next day, and Steven
went out that Tuesday afterncon to
look for the koala, but his seamh was
fruitless.

On Thursday night, another caller
rang to report a small koala near the
| Wedderburn Road causeway.

Robert went out to investigate and
found not a koala, but a severely
wounded brush-tailed possum.

The possum had a young in the
pouch, which was dead, and despite
care the possum died overnight. Life
in the bush is sometimes not very
pleasant. :

‘When Rob amived home his )
phone was ringing, with another
report of a koala in the same general
area, but at the top of the gorge.

Rob and Sieven both went out
{ with spotlights, but despite looking
carefully, again had no luck.

About 1pm on Friday, July 25, we
received within a period of about 10
minutes three calls about a koala
erossing Wedderburn Road and
climbing a small tree at the side of
the road.

We quickly gathered our
equipment and arrived to find a

small group of onlookers admiring

the koala, who is pictured here.
After explaining what we were

going to do, we quickly managed'to .

catch the koala,

A veterinary inspection at
Elizabeth Macarthur Agricultural
Institute showed the yonng male

" koala in good heaith and weighing

4.5kg. _

He was fitted with ear-tags and
after some consideration, with &
radio-collar as well. Now named

- . Steve {after the first person to report

seeiiig him on Friday), he was
released about 300m from
Wedderburn Road and appears to be
doing fine.

It is fantastic to note that so maty
peeple reported sightings, and all’
their reports help us to understand
the local koalas.

To report a koala 51ght1ng, please
call the UWS Macarthur hotline on
{02) 9962 9996, To hear a male
koala bellowing call (046) 20 3200.




With STEVEN WARD
- and ROBERT CLOSE

LOCAL resxdents sometlmes call in
with surpnsmg koala stories such as the

report from St Helens Park resident,
Brian Ward. -
Mr Ward told the Umversrty of

Western Sydney that while walking . '

with his dog through the bush. beside

the Gebrges River in July he heard a

violent .crash:and. thmnp about 20 30
metres . away.

watched, fascinated, - as. a grunting,
ptesumably *male, koald chased -a
smaller koala towards the river. -
" While the first koala hopped across
some rocks, over the river, the male

koala walked . fearlessly to .within a-

mietre of Brian and his dog, and stood
there for a few mmutes apparently
chiecking them out. .

< Satisfied with his ms;pectaon he then

_-_she~oak and.enjoyed ‘the midday sun.

- This was a new koala location for us .
bt we were -also fascmaled by the-

-'koalas behaviour. -

“The ‘observation is consistent with -
our suspicion . that- arge adult male-
o _Macarthur hotline on' (02} 9962 9996.

retumed to the riverside, climbed a

being together matches ather. such
. sightings this year and suggests that the
‘breeding  season may have already

‘Restraining " his well-trained dog, he _'__started

‘This is unusual becausc other studies -

 have found September to be the start of ;
~ the breeding season for New South,
Wales koala populations. Sept"ember is

when' male ' koalas . normally

. romancing -females.

- Perhaps this year's. rain- has smnu-
lated alt the recent frantic koala actlvuy,
or maybe - spring Starts, earher in
Campbelltown? - .

The reporting of koala 31ghtmgs will |

“help “us. answer this- question  and
- 'discover ‘more --about” the - fascmatmg
. livés of the local kealas: -

- To report a koala sighting please call
the. University of Western  Sydney.

-Te _hear a:male koala bellowmg call

Macarthur Advertiser, Wednesday, August 13, 1997




RECENTLY we repﬁrt
| ing-a young r_nale koala, '
; iwhich was Sighted

| namied Stew
| moving gy and down Wegdderburn
- Road for a few: days i

‘We-decided to place a
radio collar on him, but-o
quite a fot of discussion: . -

Why were we o concerngd

about putting atadjo cotlar on this -
 koala when we have radiccollags..

‘on a humber of otheE ammais

rapidly. This meant that we h:
be careful when fitting Steve”

neck to grow.

"The period when the koala
leaves the. safety of his mother’s
territory and is pushed out is a
difficult time. We have found
-several young kodlas in

_:Subjecit of these columns. We were:
. concemed that the collar; although
it weighs only 80 grams may have -

_ Well koala Steve isabioit twa |
years’ oM, and is still growing. .~
0 from the area where they were

radio collar to allow room for hls -

been an added burden. -
Alsoyoung koalas, especlally

males between two and four years.

old are normally moving away.

born, Because young koalas dre :
moving long distances, radio

tracking hecomes very difficult.
Extra care must-be taken to ensure

* the koala does not move outof -

range of our receiving equipment.

. I it does, lgcanng could be very
".'\\ . : d]ff‘cu]t
condition, mcludmgMolly 1nher T

"“What finallypersuaded s to put
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temporary collar on, however was
at we were extremely wortied
bourt the danger to koala Steve

om ¢ars'on Wedderburn Read. So
we collared him to'make it easier. -
-for us to move him i#he retmed to
the road and we are’locating him
-frequently. The information being
ollected from koala Steve’s. . -

type of bushland he is usﬁié wih .

so'help ug to undeistand how'
alas live in Campbelltown, -

As things turned out koala Steve
ppears ot 10 be interested 1}1 the .
ad now and seems to be girite -

+happy living in bushland a short

stanceaway However e will
continye to monitor his progress -
“until his temporary radio collar

. falls off in a month or two.

‘To report akoala sighting pleasc
" call the University of Western ~ - -
Sydney Macarthur on (02) 9962
- 9996, Tohear amalekoala
bellowing call (02)4620 3200.. .
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Go-ahead for video

TH]S Week we havé sbme great news,

" We have been filiing 2 video to show. .

oafmblm e bivlogy.of Campbelltown’s S t

as and what our research is achieving,

“Unfortunately, funding for the editing s
and soundirack proved: to be. a problem. .- -
Our approaches for help were turned
dowm and we doubwd whetber the VIdéO\

(vould ever appear. .

However, local benefacwrs
to remain -anonymous, have'
$7000 so that the video can proceed.

This is fantastic news, and as we
already have some great footage, we are
hopinig . that;in pethaps three 1o four .
moaths the video, which we expect to be -

about 20 minutes long‘, wﬂl be avallable
for- distribution.

Our video will concentrate ‘on” local
koalas and what we know about them,’”
" However, we want the video to be casy
* .dinosaurs disappeared, and-perhaps even

to understand and a good teaching aid,
patticularly for local schools.

* While on the topic of school, we would -
hke to mention that the University of -

Western Sydney, Macarthur, will be
mnning the Siemens. Summer Science

School for Year 9 and 10 smdents from -

January 13 to 15, 1998

~ “There will-bg a host of science
activities and- short talks on interesting
topics in science, technology and design,

onatéd

plus & number of talks and workshops,
-including a talk.by Steven Ward on koalas
and a field i for interested students to
fotate a koala with a radio-collar.

Other activities will .include playing
Sherlock Holmes in the science lab,
designing a message to send 6 SETI (the

Search for Extra-Terrestrial Intelligence),:
. making 2 Web page, Jeartiing how fo.surf
the Internet, secing how “the universe
began with a blg bang leammg ‘about the

' n_dm

rnakmg nylon stockmgs, : dlscussmg
whether the universe will freeze and why

winning prizes with UWS Macarthur’s.
own Science Sale of the Century.
To find out more, .contact Dr Ragblr

Bhathal, Department of Physics; Univer-.

sity of Westem Sydney, Macarthur, PO
Box 555, Campbelltown 2560.

. To report a koala Sighting please call
our hotline on 9962 9996. To hear a male

koala bellowing call 4620 3200. -

M Stephen Ward and Robert Close
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Enjoy the sight
of old brushies

By STEVEN WARD
and ROBERT CLOSE

RECENTLY we mentioned finding a
badly wounded brush-tailed possum at the
Wedderburn Causeway.

She and her baby both died and we
suspect that she had been shot.

This made us ponder the fact few
Avstralians would weep for an“old
brushie,” but would probably be.outraged
at anyone shooting a koala.

" Yet the possum, like the koala, is a
distinctly Australian marsupial.

Those fortunate énough to have .
hand-raised baby possums know that they
are beautiful and fascinating animals.

" So why aren’t possums treastmed the
way koalas are?

Part of the reason may be the
brush-tailed possums’ tendency to climb
into roofs in the middle of the night often
making quite a lot of noise.

ceilings as well. -

However, roofs can be possum-proofed
and possum houses can be constructed
and installed in nearby trees.

Possums may also be undervalued
because they are so common in some
suburban areas. )

In New Zealand, which has no native

-from Australia and are so plentiful that
they are now seriously damaging forests
(like the koalas on Kangaroo Island).

* Consequently, some people think that

What's more, they do tend to stmn the -

land maminals, possums were introduced -

there are so many possums in some areas
that there is no need to worry about them.

But in some places, possum numbers
have declined rapidly over the past few
years. o
So although brush-tailed possums are
still common in many areds we should not
be complacent.

Only 20 vears ago bandicoots were
common in many parts of Sydney.

Today they are rare and the long-nosed
bandicoots on North Head have récently
been declared by State Government to be
a threatened population.

Interestingly, the State Scnenuﬁc .

Comnittee is now deliberating on

whether our Campbelltown koalas shonld
also be declared a threatened population.
Soenjoy the sightof a bfush-tailed

- possum.

Give thema go and see them for what -
they are a beawiiful, if slightly cheeky
Australian, that is as much part of our
wildlife as is the koala. . - )

B To report a koala sighting, call the

ngWS Macarthur ho(lme on (02) 9962
096

W To hear a male koala bcllowmg call

-(02) 4620 3200.




ByFlOBERT CLOSE

AT 10pm ‘one night last
week - Amanda Harris
noticed a movifig shape on

Junction Road beside. Leu-_

meah High School..’

. Thinking it was a car she

slowed tight down and-was

amazed to-watch a: koala:
with a back: young walk -
eito - the road m from of .
'_prob,lem until Amanda’
She tried 16 nug us, biut-.

her.’
"found that the pager num-

ber was “out of service”. —
* Amanda persisted, leav- |
ing a message for us via the

University and eventiially.
made contalt, -

- 'We went out to mvestl-- :
gate and found the mother’
and cub in a'tree about four |,
metres away from Junciion |j
Road and canght them hoth |

just as ‘the High School
dismissal bell rang. .

A veterinary inspection’

at - Elizabeth  Macarthur

Agricultural Instituteé
‘showed that both were m
good health. :

They were then ear-

tagged, mum had a radio |

collar fitted and they were
released together mot too
far from the capture point.-
Mum, now nicknamed

Amanda, weighed Tkg, and |

the cub, now nicknamed
Andrew, weighed 800gm.
+The sighting of a breed-
ing female at Leumeah was
particularly interesting. -

Although we have had
three sightings reported on
of near Peter Meadows
Road we thought they were
young males on the move.

-We have never previ-
" ously thought thai koalas

might be breeding along |

Peter’ Meadows Creek, so
-we  will be following
Amanda’s movemems with
imterest. .

Al studeits and swff at
Leumeah High School
. should therefore keep their

éyes open. They may occa- |

sionaily have koa]a visi-
ﬁors' . :

and STEVENWARD =

mac s Ko

'I‘he pager company had'.
cut. off the service on

August 12 due to a paper-

.-work ‘@ITOr.
' We were unaware of the

found another way to con-

The hot]mc nuihber is
now operating -again and
we apo]oglse for any mocn-
venience,

lhat we recotd all sxghungs,,
: 'esgqcially dunng this busy:

ala club

please
_-{Jniversity of © Western
_Sydney ‘Macartbur hot-’
line on- (02) 9962 9996,
- To hear a male koala,

If anyone' else lned 0
call us between. August 12
and August 30 please ry-.

of. year koalas

" Speeial thanks’ .
Amandaforherpers:stenoe
in. reporung this valuable-_
find. "
BTe report a koa!a'

sighting call the

Helly eall, {02) 4620'
3_mm B

again now, It'is importint "

' acarthur Adverli

r, Wednes S

eber'

7



Macarthur Advertiser, Wednesday, Semember 17, 1997
o S —

With smvmwkﬁﬁ
_anchlOBEFﬂT CLOSE

- r"and has How moved .tratk to lhat
area.. -

“This ast. poss:b:hty Seens more

L -'hkely as Steveri has observed. old

: kuala pe]lets by Old Kealg-Rd

it : . - K

“They wére both caﬁght bemdef
.;Juncuon Road close to Leumeah -
High School.

‘Because we -were mncemed
_'lhat they miight be hit by a car we
mioved both koalas away from the
:road when. we -rcleased ﬂxem

-'ﬁom theseyobservatloné
- koalas may be breeding Closer.to
'-Campbel{town than we thought.
... These koalas will be doing it
tough though because of - ctogs
AW

for a- femate koala with a cub :
riding on hersback, - .. e

There are two hkely expla-
i atlons wﬁy they, have anoyed. so

" So temember 10 keep your eyes
f any koala

The first is fhat our moving
them away from Junction Rd may
have disorientated Amanda so she
is now searcl‘nng for her new
thome. :

Second 15

Amanda may-

-of her pormal
we captured her

hear a m&ﬁmlg' ; IIQWing cﬁl
02) 4620- m ' b




By STEVEN WAFID
and ROBERT CLOSE

‘OUR pager number ran
red-hot on Friday,
September 12, whena
koala was reported ina

} tree —dogs clamouting
below —at the northend
fof Georgcs RiverRoad.

| When we amriveda

| little whilelater, the dogs
Y were gone aad the Koala

éahghttheko a:"- e
Th-ls koa]awasm

{ was safe ina larger tree — -~ 200w

| a sort of ladder to safety — -

about 10m away, fucking
into his breakfast leaves. .
~“We soon captured the
‘| koala:and nicknamed hing .
Jacob. He weighed 9.8kg -
and is probably about
[ eight years old. After we
| fitted him witha ~ .
| radio-collar and blue and
| yellow ear tags, we . .
released him well clcar of
the road and dogs.
Jacob’s story illustrates
why dog owners should
| not allow their dogsto -
roain the strects and the
- bush. Jacob was lucky
‘The dogs have killed
otherkoalas,
| Thatsameevening,a
different koala was seen
crossing Georges ijer
Road closer to
Campbelttown. Steven
searched the area the next
moming but could not
_ﬁnd thekoata. ~ 7
- Lateron Saturday, -
Steven was: called by the -
| National Parks and -
| Wildlife Service, which
reported a koala north of
Waterfall. :
1: With thehelp ofa
‘WIRES worker, Margaret
[} Rasmussen and her son
:Scott Steven quickly

-.Rasmussens inbeing s

koala..

released hifm and have
nicknamed him Scott.
Special thanks go 1o the

' patientin waifing for
. Steven to amivé and -
belping to: capture lhe i

"This is the ﬁrsl koala
‘we have tagged in that
area and we look forward
to hearing about future
sightings.. - '

After all that, Rob and
.Stcven attended what
turned out to he a false
alarm at Wedderbum on
Sunday and also received
‘details of another koala
seen crossmg Heathcote
Road.

Tt is fantastic thax we
are ‘getting 50 many )
reports comingin, AH
.mghtmgs provide
important information’
and help us o understand
how koalas survivein
Cam belltown.

Toreporta koala

: Sighting please call the

University of Western
Sydney, Macarthur
hotline on (02) 9962

9996, To hesr a male .
koala bellowing call (oz)
4620 3200.
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By STEVEN WARD
and ROBERT CLOSE

SINCE we asked Mac Club membcrs to .

sénd in any koala questions we have
recelved several. . :

- This week we will answer two
questlons together. S

-The first question is from Tlmothy
Rutledge =~ “Dio koalas like people?”

“The sezond is from Bianca Cooke —
“Is there anything in particular that the
koala does to ward off any imwanted -
wsuors?” .

* Koalas have had to live with humans
huntiizg them thousands of years 3o now
koalas have a lifestyle which Targely
avoids contact with humans.

However, mostkoalasraisedin
captivity soon learn not to be afraid of
their handlers.

- These captive koalas hve in qulte a
different situation to wild koalas,
ﬂwugh - :

- Fhe best way wild koalas can avcud _
. preda!m‘s {i.e. things whlch mlght Kill
‘ them) is not to be seen.

Stéven snspects from his work so far
that female koalas, in particular those
with a young cub which is out of the -
pouch choose locations in trees where it
is'very hard to spot the koala, -

Tf the koala can’t be found then

'past
The reason that female koalas with
young may look for spots where they aré

hard to see is because the young koala is
. .members in fature columns.

very susceptible to being attacked by
dogs, owls and other predators.

If akoala is actually attacked by dogs '

(or people), then it will us¢ its sharp
teeth and claws to defend itself.

Robert learnt the hard way how sharp -

people or dogs will most likely just walk -

' thelr teeth are! He needed three sutches

to close a gash ishis finger.. -
One male koala in Kentlyn (where
there are many dogs), when: reieased by

.Steven, flipped onto his back arid” -

presented all his teeth and claws ready ©
toattack. -

We think that tlus response wollld

allow tiim torip at ani attacking dog’s

face.
However, this wouldn’t work so well _

' against a pack of dogs. .

This is why we ask people not 0 }et
their dogs wander the streetsand to'
restrain them at night, which is the main

" time when koalas will move about.

So, Timothy, we don't really réally

. know, but wild koalas probably don’t
‘mind a visit from humans as long as’
- they leave them alone and Bianca,

koalas avoid visitors by making

“themselves hard to find, which they.do

very well indeed!

Thank you both for your great
questions and we will try (o answer
more questions from Mac Clob -~

Fo report a koala sighfing please
call the University of Western Sydney
Macarthur hotline on (02) 99q2 9996.
To hear a male koala bel!owmg call

" (024620 3200,



'-LAST Week when answering: twq
Mac-clith members we said koalas® ahility to avoid
 biding seen is their progeéction from predafors. This
Lleads ditectly ta:a question from-Alexandra Ruff
“What ig.the best way tospotkoalas? .~ -
Well, Alexandra, wecan tell you that around~
Campbelltown itis very difficult to spot koalas and
we'would be lucky to spatoneevery 15 days of

(&ﬂmctwe scr;itch ma_rks_ hat koalas make on -

| smooth-barked gom tregs. If we find the scralchés ﬁ:e

L

thenriook around thie basé of the tree for the koalas
 droppings (like: }arge brownolive pips). If we find-
these, we know we' re 10 the nghrama to Sl‘aﬁ lookmg
m the trees. :

> Koalas use all sorts of dlfferent posmons in trees
Eromclose to the ground to-aniongst the top leaveés.

theirgrey fur blends'in well with the grey or brdwn
park so youoften have 1o Jook closely to spot them, -
ot might search each branch and try to imagine ; a]:l
the possible shapes that a koala might take. '
... We.also sometimes use a technique called

p _l’.hgllr-, ni _-search the trees looking for

often sit in'a fork facing the tunk of the trée and .
! 4 € i1 and " This i$ what makes our study-of I

. and explains why we are alway
s:ghtmgs from the communi

Jighiting”. For this we use a portable battery and 3 * Mitcarthur. hotline oi (02) 9962 9996, Fo hear a

ivertiser, Wednesday, Gclober 8, M@g?

M

- cye-shme . This is the light réffected franthe back
-of the eyes and looks like two g‘[owmg red ¢
dark, Interestingly, different speciés: eye-shine dccurs

in

helptoﬁndakoﬁ]abut-ywstiﬂn
- ;searcfungtmﬁndﬁne S

15 in the

different colofits (cats are: green). Spothghuﬁg can
o do

- o, apart from staymg alert and trees

when walking in bush it’s very hard to find koalas.

_.__'l:kéfﬁcult '

- Gooid luck with your koala s
To report a koala sighting, please call the Uws

koals beliowing; call (02) 46203200.
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Bush rats aplen )

By STEVEN WARD
and ROBERT CLOSE

BOTH Robert and Steven have been
busy looking for mammals recently.

First there was a camp assessing. -
bio-diversity in the O’ Hares Creek -
catchiment and thef another téaching
Environmental Science students.

On both camps small metal traps
called Elliot or box traps were used.

These are arectangular box with a
front door that folds dowa.

When the animal enters the trap to
get at the peanut butter and oat bait
nside, they stand on a small treadle
which shuts the front door.

The animals remain in the trap until
the traps are checked the next morning
and then released.

This method is wsed to assess which
small mammal species are present in an
area.

On both camps a species of native
rodent, Rattus fuscipes, commonly
called the bush rat, were abundant.

Bush rats-are common throughout
much of eastern Aunstralia.

They eat a variety of food including
fungi for eg. mushrooms, insects, fruits
and seeds.

Bush rats are of course a rodent
species (rodents include rats and mice).

Australia has a high diversity of
species of native rodents, but
unfortunately most have fared badly
since the white colonisation of
Australia due to the introduction of cats,
foxes and competitors such as the black
rat and house mice. .

Because of these pressures many
native rodents specnes have become

extinct.

Unfortunately, despne lots of
fooking we didn’t manage to find a

“koala on either camp, despite having a

Iot-of people to help us search so if you
do see a koala, please let us know!

B To report a koala sighting
please call the University of Western
Sydney Macarthur hotline on (02) -
9962 9996. To hear a male koala
belowing call 4620 3200.



and smashad his front.

alive, when we received thie call,

he had to be put down because he - .
would never be able to eat properly

and could hot survivein the wﬂd

kuzla killed there and we
ather reports: of
Koslas béing hit and quite a few
Litportsaf kbalas crossing -
Wedderbsum Road,

"It yo shipold hit 2 koala please
do not stopio investigate. Often,
-wildlife will run away from the
scéne.of an aQQIdent even with -

:'e'b'f the collision broke .

ch are used tobite 6ff -
leaves. So ; although thekoala was -

- broken bones or other wounds. For
-wild animals the urge to flee will

Fblack spot for koalas, as this is the

" orbe contacted please call a group

. such as WIRES that cares for - Western:Syditey, Macarthur

© -pative wildlife. . hotline on(02) 9962.9996.To .-

Evenif you. cannot find the hear a maleKoala beﬂomng call
koala pleasecallas $oori as: - {02) 4620 3@'

o Iocai kﬁalae;have rigt yet been
caught So far we have: tagged
. koal &

sanqﬁe oM &
University of New Seuth Wales |
for genehc aniatysis, gpd we hope -

that in the near future these results’

over-ride the pain from injury if it
is-at all possikile forthem: tomove _

.If anyone should hit & koa]a, : ill provide some rmportant clues?
.plea atact us and we will . what is happening in the 10cal
respond‘as quickly as possible; [f koata populafions. - - .

: - for any reasonr we cannot respond - - ll TO reportakoalmghm :

plesise call the Universify of
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_I RICHARD, the koala, after bemg released at Yerrmboot

Oala aert

in C amden

By STEVEN WARD
and ROBERT CLOSE

THERE is a koala alert in Camden. -
. We recently received areportof a
koala séen from a moving car on the
Elderslie side of the Nepean River.

- Both the driver and the back-—seat

passenger, Tessa Johnson, are confident *.

that it was-a koala. However, they can’t be
100 per cent posmve asitwas adark:
mght

Steven wem out to look for pellets 0
conﬂrm the koala’s presence, - . .-
unfertunately without success. - -~ -

8o this week, we are particularly .- ...

- asking for people in Elderslie and

“ Camden to check the trees m their gardens

for koalas.

At would be exmmg tolocate and;
capture this animal becaise we'would
then be able to ear-tag 1tand posmbly fita
radio-collar, "

1f the colours of the ear tags (there is
one in each ear) are nated inkoala . * -
sightings, it teHs us a lot about the Koala
movements.

Obviously though, we have to first

cafch the koala so'that it can be mcogmséd -

later on

Perhaps tlns koala will manage to link .
up with other populations to the north of

. Sydney.

. We also i‘eéelved a call from WIRES

" (Wildlife and Infetmation Rescue o
.. Service) about a male 6.7kg koala found
" on the freeway watchmg the traffic go by.
- RTAworkers picked it up and passed it on’
" 0o WIRES worker Judy MacMaster.

- Apart from a small cut at the side of his
mouth, the koalais in good health,

Rob and Steven also managed to catch
Shirley and her cub, now nicknamed Orin,
last week. We will provide an update in
next week’s column hopefully with

akoala snghtmgcall the.

E _plctures

B To report ;

Uﬁiverﬁty of Western S

ydiney,
Macarthur hotlitic on (02) 9962 9996
To hear a male koala bellowing, ring

(02)4620 3200




pitired Shirley to
change her radlo-colla:, because ﬂ]e batteries were:
rmning out.

The old collar had been fi ttead when we lasl captured

her in mid-November last year. We also needed to

record details for the cub and give it ear-tags, so'that it -

could ‘be identified later.

Steven found Shirley and cub about 3m high in a §

-small wattle tree and it looked to be an easy’ catch.

: However. Shirley curningly crossed to 4 large grey -
gum via the branches of the wattle, Icavmg the cub

behind.
- We knew this would make lhe catch’ harder, “but

decided that we would try to capture the cub,. and -

qmckly release it back to mum after recording details,

-We deéided to catch thé cub separately; because it

was semi-independent and we knew that mother. and cub
Would soon lmk up once it was released.

We'waved a flag abové the cub to move it down. the_'

wattle tree. However, the cub was merely curious about
this strange object and simply wanted to-sniff the flag.

We eventiually hadl to climb an “adjacent tree, reach
over and catch the cub while it was in the wattle.

When ihe cub was safely in the bag, we were
surprised to find that Shirley had climbed most of her
way down her grey gum and was. clearly conoemed
about her cub,

We think that Shirley was coming to“rescue” thé cub -

(although of course we were not harming it). We soon

captured Shirley and changei

her r:oll:;r, and she was
reuml;ed with her cub..
Shll‘{ey was Jn good condmon and a healthy 7. 4kg :

" Her cub proved io be ferale’ and is fiow nicknamed
Orin (after the voiunwer ass:stam) She was also in good

‘health and weighed just ander -2kg.

Otifi now has yellow anhd purple ear-tags and Shlrley
has a new radio-collar with. fregh batteries.

- Shirley has provided fascinating information abotut
her use of trees in the Kenflyn area and we will continue
to- follow the mi6vements. ofiboth her and Qrin.

B To report a koala ‘sigliting please call the UWS
Macarthur hotline on (02) 9962 9996. To hear a male
koala bellowing call (02) 4620 3200. And, don’t forget,
if you should hi¢-a koala please do stop to investigate.
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Koalas or

By STEVEN WARD -
and ROBERT CLOSE
TWO weeks ago we asked
Camden residents to be on
the lookout after a koala -
sighting near the Camden
bypassbridge overthe
Nepean River,

We thank a South .
Camden resident who
called to teH us about a
large wombat recently seen
near her home. )

It seems probabie that
the earlier koala sighting
was in fact a sighting of this
wombat.

Confusing wombats and
koalas while on the ground
would be very easy,
especially in thé dark as
from behind both are
almost identical in
appearance,

The similarity of koalas
and wombats is for good
reason, because the
wombat is the koalas
closest living relative.

Both koalas and
wombats have pouches that
open to the rear and their
sperm have a characteristic .

“hooked” tail shape.
However, it is feasible

that a koala could be found
in Camden. In 1972 people
constructing the bridge saw
a koala in the area and not
far away in a road-kill was
reported near the golf

ombats?

course on the Camden to
Picton road. Thus koalas
were present in the Camden
area in the past and we
confidently predict that if
bush corridors that now
link the Wedderbum koala
areas and the Neapean
River are maintained they
will again be seen at
Camden. .

They may also reach Mt
Annan Botanic Gardens,
where they will find a
eucalyptus smorgasbord.

Soremember to keep on
the lockout for koalas, and
if you have seen a koala in
the past (or know someone
who has) we would like to
know about it.

‘As you can see from this

story histerical information
is important to help work
out what koalas are doing
in this local area.
W To report a koala
sighting please eall the
University of Western
Sydney Macarthur
hotline on (02) 9962 9996,

To hear a male koala ,

" bellowing call 4620 3200. .




W<.m._.m<m2 WARD |
....Sa ROBERT CLOSE

Hmmwm has been a lot of action among the:

_nom:m set in the Peter Meadows Creek/Old
_Aoa Road area lately.
.. A new kid on the block, Ray, has arrived

: B...m?o big old Kevin a challenge. Amanda

and her cub Andrew, who was caught last
September, are also nearby and no doubt
watch with interest. We received three calls
0: ‘the same weekend about these animals.
: Ray was first noticed by the Laird’s dog,
s&o alerted the family, on the Campbelltown
side of Darling Road, just north of Old Kent
womﬁ_ :
- Glenda Laird reported the Em:::m at 6am
UE unfortunately the message did not come
through on our pagers. However, she was
persistent and called again at 9am when
Steven finally received the message. We
captured Ray, fitted him with ear-tags and a
radio collar and released him, |
."He was in good condition, weighed 6.6kg

_“. Macarthur >n_<oam@ﬂ._.. Emnaamnm% 205_..30_1_.4.@.. .._.@mw .

and w.m probably close to four years old.
About 30 seconds after Ray scampered up

" a tree a dog came wandering past on the

loose. Luckily the dog didn’t seem to take an
interest in Ray. However, dogs will attack
koalas and other wildlife, so they should not

‘be allowed to wander off, and should be kept
-on. a lead, especially in bush areas. .

Steven. found Kevin only . about .150m
away. We guess that Kevin will give young.

Ray a hard time as Kevin is bigger. Steven

n th amo » lately

Steven

has since tracked Ray’s 59.@5@:5 Ea

. .found he’s moved much further north, m_.,.QE .
.. 300m’ from Peter Méadows Rosd.

It “will be Ainteresting “to follow Ray: ‘to

discover what bush he is using-and whether

Kevin is in pursuit, .
Ry brings to 10 the number of koalas thidt

we have fitted with-radio collars. This is -

fantastic, as it will allow us to accumulate
much more information on the activities of
local koalas. It will, however, also keep
_very busy.

- Finally,” our pagers are’ no. . receiving
messages sent out. The pager company,

. Hutchinsons are trying to work through the
- problems,
-and we do not contact you within 10 minutes |
it may be because of these _uno_u_mEm‘ 50
- . please try again. -
. F To réport a koala u_n_u:am..v_ammo ow:
UWS Macarthur hotline on

‘however, if you-léave a message

9996, To hear a Bw_o .Sw_w 3:2:.& nﬁ:
(02) 4620 3200. . - -

(02) 9962

STEVEN Ward

Wit rew chum, Ra
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joins

- WE RECENTLY signed up a new
member to Campbelltown’s club
of ear-tagged koalas.

_ Alocal resident spotted a young
koala as it climbed a small tree at
the eastern end of Qld Kent Road
in Kentlyn.

The resident notlced the koala at
6.45am, called us and Steven was
soon on the spot.

The koala had moved to another

-treeaboit 15m away, it:-was.

helped Steven to catchit.

The koala, now nickhamed
Megan, weighed just under 5kg,
and was in good condition, but ker

'pouch was empty.

Megan is probably about-
threé-years-old so she may have 2
cub next year.

-She was given purple and white
ear-tags, but did not receive a
radio-collar because Steven is
already busy tracking the 10 koalas
‘that already have radio-collars.

This means that we will not be
following Megan from day to day.

However, we would still like to
plot her movements.

quickly located and two volunteers _

" All local residents can help by
calling us whenever they spot a

s

— 'koala, 1nclud1ng those wnth
" ear-tags.

If the koala reported has purple’

| - -and white ear-tags then we.will

know Megan’s location.
We found it interesting that

- Megan was close to the area where
- Kath, another young female koala

was found.

It's possible that there are more
koalas out there than we initially -
thought.

' 86 we need your help with koala
sightings to estlmate the actual

~ population.

It hielps if you report akoala
sighting as soon as possible
because koalas are 5o hard to spot
that they move more than 30m or

so we may not find them!

Also if you have seen a koala in

 the past and nof yet reported it we
- would love tg Liear about it.

‘To report a koala sighting please
call the University of Western
Sydney Macarthur hoLIme on (02)

-~ 96629996,

To hear a male koa]a bellowmg

* call (02) 4620 3200,
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oalas make us

keep our place

By STEVEN WARD
and ROBERT CLOSE

THIS week was a frustrating one
for us, we found three new koalas
but the score for this week is
koalas three, researchers nil.

The first koalas were found by
Steven and a volunteer who were
out at night trying to record a male
koala’s bellow. .

They had already visited two
radio-collared male koalas that
were obviously notina bellowmg
frame of mind.

However, when they checked a
third maile koala, Gary, they were
surprised to find he was sharing his
trec with a female with back
young.

We then cllmbed the Lree and
waved a flag on a long extendable
aluminium pole above the female
koala’s head.

This normally scares the koala
enough so that they will move
down the tree and into our arms.

However, the mother climbed
past the flag and ventured far out
along a slender branch, with the
cub on her back. )

At this point we were afraid that
she would either jump or fall so we
called off the attempt.

The next day we again found
Gary sharing a tree with both
mother and cub.

Before we could {ry to persuade

the mother and cub to move down

the tree with the flag they climbed

out on another slender branch, so

we called off this attempt as well.
Three days later when Steven

was radio-tracking Franchesca at
Wedderburn he found that she too
was sharing her tree.

The visitor was a tagged male
koala with an injury to his right
hind leg so we wanted to catch him
to check the wound as well as to
ear-tag him.

Again the koala ignored the f!ag
and moved to a precarious perch
high up in the tree, so we had to
call off this capture attempt as
well, despite being keen to have
the koala’s wound treated.

We were unsure how bad the
male koala’s injury was.so Steven
searched the bush next day but the
koala had already moved on. -

We are intrigued that, on three

- pccasions io the same week male

and female koalas were sharing the
same tree. .

Normally they live quite
separate lives so we assume that
these koalas were together to mate
and that November is the peak of
the breeding season.

So bit by bit we are piecing
together the stories and biology of
our koalas.

- We thaak you for your
continuing support.

il To report a koala sightlng
please call the University of
Western Sydney Macarthur -
hotline on (02) 9962 999%6. To
hear a male koala bellowing call
4620 3200. .




By STEVEN WAHD :
and ROBERT CLOSE

GREG Lees from Oakdale
calted us recently with a
| fascinating wildlife story.-
* One morning he
noticed three
sulphur-crested
-cockatoos, obviously
interested in something
dark and furry in a tree.
Intrigued, he
investigated and found
that the cockies were
tormenting an animal
about the size of a cat with
along, thick taik and
smallish head.
" Toavoid its lormente,rs
the animal launched itself
from the tree, spreading a
membrane connected the
fore and hind limbs (i.e.
skin between its arm and -

legs) and glided some .~

-mc%

Koaia mw

.dlstance losing altltude

all the way, till it landed in
another tree.
' Apparently the cockies

enjoyed this game,

because they chased the

. ghder.

Greg watched the
hapless animal while it
made three such glides in
the hope of avoiding the
bullying birds..

Informed readers may
realise the tormented
animal was a greater

Like the koala this
anjmal is a marsupial (it
has a pouch) and the
greater glider’s diet -

- ¢onsists almost éntirely of
eucalypl leaves.

Unlike the koala, -
however, it spends the day
i a tree-hollow.. - .

Tree hollows from
inside trunks and limbs
when the central wood -
rots or is burnt away.

- Hollows often dé not_

- glider whil'it climbed
higher for another glide,

- develop in lrees untll the
‘tree is quite old, perhaps

-apparently for the fun of '

70 years or more. _
Why would the -
cockafoos have been

‘attacking the glider?

Firstly, cockatoos are
naturally mischievous
birds; they chase’ -

* free-ranging guinea pigs’

irRobert’s back garden

it!
- Secondly, the ghder

- 'may have been unwell; -

sick animals are generally -
tréated pootly in the wild.
Normally, glider will

only emerge at night.

However, Greg thought -

.that the glider looked to be

good condition. ...
“Thirdly, the cockies’

may have actually been

evicting the glidet from its

"ho]low s0 that they cou

use it themselies for
nesting,
:Nesting hollows are

vital to many species in

the bush for dens or ne:
so there is a lot of
competition for these
valuable resources.

" Too often, _
vnfortunately, the valu

~ old trees is not recogni:

and they are cut down

‘without a thought for tl

many species which
depend on them.
Toreport akoala
sighting piease call the
University of Western
Sydney Macarthur hot

- on (02) 9962 9996.

" Tohear 2 male koal:
bellowing call (02) 46
3200.
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Search on in

By STEVEN WARD
and FIOBERT CLOSE

PEOP.LE_ hive been ask-

ing us how the recent fires

-have affected our koalas.

Koalas redct to fire by
climbing hlgher up their
tree.

If it is & small fire thlS-
-normally.  works -

tactic
well, ‘ba ‘i the fire burns

through ‘the: very top or -
“crown” of the tree, then .

the koala can be killed,
injured or suffer from
smoke inhalation.

Of the koalas that we
have fitted with radio
collars, only a male koala,
named Gary, at Kentlyn
has been affected.

The day after a fire
burnt along part of the
Georges River bank, Gary
was located in a large
half-burnt. blackbutt tree
and showed little regction
o our presence. .

Although it seefns as

though Gary has not been ..

affected badly by this fire,

we do not know haw the -

female and young - -that
Gary visited a week or:so
" earlier are faring.

a 3 e O

Those reading our col-
umn a few weeks ago may
remember that we had to
call off two capture
attempts for these “ani-
mals.

‘We may attempt to find
these two through spot-
lighting, but locating
them will-be difficult, .

This, episode demon-

strates ‘the value of the,
tadio-collars” — had the .
animals been collared we -

ir

. could have checked their

o

condition. :
-~ Ironically, desplte ‘the

~fact. that -fires can kil

koalas, ‘thie areds - burnt
recently wiil probably.

- soon be very« atlracuve to._

koalas.. "
As thie Austrahan bush-
is vyeil aﬂapted to ﬁre,}'

This 1is wherc new
shoots and“leaves start
growing from the trunks
and koealas -~ apparently

. . find this_flush’ of growth

appetising.
So, if bush close tor you

was recently buarni, please
e on the JooKout for both
injored animals and the
distinctive" olive-pip fae-

-cal pellets which stand out.

on burnt grotind. - .
B To repori a koala srght- :

"ing please eall the Univer- -
sity of  Western Sydney.

Macarthur hotline on (02)
9062 9996, ‘To hear a
male koala beHowing call

(02} 4620 3200.




By STEVEN WAHD
and ROBERT CLOSE -

' we were called out to Alfords Point; -

suburban garden: -

the flag:and was soon captured.
' Toourgreatdélight, the koala had
green and white edrtags which
identified iim as Bill, Shirley’ scub
from Kentlyn. :
| -Bill left Shiiley about a year

s pbviousty had some adventures,
{ having crossed'thé Georges River,

bush to reach:Alfords Point, o
This gives Bill the record among our

| who also left Kentlyn and travelléd -

| Park. ;
Once mspected and welghed we
released Bill in a close unbumnt patch of
bush; 2
| However, 1thm a day, Bill had
crossed the busy Alford Point and Old
Tllawarra roads-and we had a number of
ca]llls from remdents ooncemed about,
Bi
ThlS situltion was areal dilemma for
“BillS lpcaﬂon was definetely not a
| good-one apd he faced dangers from
both cars’and dqgs
| ¥ ‘However, we were reluctant to put
 Bill throvghithe stréss of another
capture so soon after the last one, and

_lo get him away from these dangess. .
“Inihe end, we decided notto fry and
'éapﬁtre Bill and askéd those who -~ °
feported his presence: to monitor lus
situation. ;

-fa wildiife carer belonging to AWARE,
" he fold-us that a woman saw Bill
the road the previous night and
i thought hé was limping.

berrpwed a ladder to capture Bill, and

'WE HADan exciting end to 1997 when _

near Menai, Where a koala was perched_ '_ G
inbloodwood {a type of gum tree) ina -

Fortunatély, the kbala responded o

Heathicoaté Road and at least 19knt of "3 '

eartaggcd koalas for dlstance travelled, g
beating ' Wilhelmina; a femalé koala -

due to the recent fires we would haveto | -

‘move him some considetable distance f:
_Heéath¢oate road; <lose thy Woronora_

The next day we received acall from '

* “Yhe wildlife cafer used 2 blanket and -

mformed us that Blll was in her laundry. -

about 12km.to the‘ Hcathcoatc Nanonal S T o
~ and trying to teardown her door. We
- took Bill for a vet inspection and he

came through with flying-colours. . :
‘We then contacted National Parks -
and Wildlife to find-ont what areas had i
been burnt in the fires and together it
was decided that the best'option would .

- beto release Bill info the Healhooate
‘National Park. -

This meant mcwmg Blll Tkm south af
Alfords Point but th]s was the closest o

. unbugnt bushland,

Previously. we hadhobed that BIJ]

~ ‘would avoid the foads and houses; but *

his movements dcross: Lhese busy roads

-made this seem unlikely. -

National-Parks rangers kmdlycame
d éscorted us to about 1km souttiof- -

River; where Bill was rel
So far, breedmg femal

" - only been foind in the CaBipbciltbwn

Howcver if Bill and Wilhelminia
have anything to do with: 1t all that ma)!
scon change.

"M Torepori akoala mghtmg please call

the University of Western Sydney

" Macarthur hotline on (02) 9962 9996.

To hear a male koala bellawmg call
{02y4620 3200~ ° ..




| AMANDA is back _photo courtesy of Allan Chisholm

Young koalas
facmg danger

By STEVENWARD -
| and ROBERT CLOSE"
-THIS week we are happy to
report the reappearance of
another ear-tagged koafa —
Amanda.

Amanda was ongmally
captured, together with her
son Andrew, opposite
Leumeah High School and
she was fitted witha - -
radio-collar to follow her
movements.

" However, late last year
Amanda losther

“lradio-collar so we could no

longer locate her.
" Atthe end of December,
Amanda was spotted at a
property on Junctlon road,
Ruse.
The residents watched
with amazement as _
| Amanda ran across the -
‘| back yard and climbed a
tree.

They called us and then
took the opportunity to take
photographs.:

Before we arrived

'| Amanda came down the

tree and moved towards the
| side fence before the

m% S

residents lost sight of her.
When we arrived, we
soon located her in a small
tree in the neighbouring
property.
After obtaining-

‘permission from the -

neighbours we managed to
capture Amanda, who was

. in good condition and

welghed 6.6kg.

We were also dellghted
to find that Amanda had a
three week old; 7cm long
female cub in her pouch. -

- Amanda’s son, Andrew
was not-with her ashe
would recently have set off
to start his own life.

During this time of year,
many young koalas will be
leaving their mothers and -

travel long dlstances‘
These young koalas can
end ap in suburban gardens
and face dangers from cars
and dogs on their travels.
Remember to keepa
lookout for these
youngsters and to report

" -any sightings as soon as

possible.
On a different note, we

are pleased to report that in

November 1997, the
University of Western -
Sydney signed the Talloires
Declaration. _
This declaration states
the environmental concerns
that university leaders
have, and outlines 10
stiategies signatories will
undertake in order to
address the'world’s
environmental problems.
We look forward to the
University of Western .
Sydney moving to meet the

10 strategies.

Toreport akoala
sighting please call the
University of Western

" Sydney, Macarthur hotline -

on (02) 9962 9996.




Koalas attracted
nat1ve tree s

By STEVEN WARD
and ROBERT CLOSE

PEOQPLE often ask us what trees
‘can be planted te attract koalas into
gardens.

This is an important question for
the many Campbelltown peopie
whose houses are near the bush
and the Georges River.

Many koalas use this area and
will visit suburban gardens.

Garden trees may be
particularly important for
Campbelitown koalas, because
those trees may have a better water
supply than trees in the bush.

As koalas obtain all their water
from the contents of the gum
feaves or dew, gardens may be a
vital source of water, particularly
in this extremely hot, dry year.

So it helps koalas if trees are
planted that they can use.

So what should you plant?

First, find out whether your
house is built on shale {clay) or-
sandstone {sandy) soils.

These are the two main soil
types found in the Campbelltown
region and often different plants
are found on them.

In a future column we will

discuss the differences between

these two soils and what it means
for koalas.

- If you are on clay, then a good
local koala feeding tree is the
Forest Redguin, Eucalyprus
tereticornis.

If you are on sandstone good
trees would be the grey gum,
Eucalyptus punctata, or one of the
stringy| arkspecws :

If your garden is limited in
space, a smaller eucalypt that -

- koalas like is the peppermint,

Eucalvptus nicholli,

Although this tree is not a local
species, itis hardy, grows well in
many soils and koalas love it.

By planting eucalyptus you will
not only please koalas, but also
flying foxes and a great variety of
birds.

If you are going to plant a tree
make it a native!

To report a koala sighting please
call the University of Western
Sydney Macarthur hotIme on (02).
9962 9996, :

To hear a male koala bellowmg
call 4620 3200, Stephen Ward and
Robert Close.
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“U' GENT koala hit by caron
thsens Road - keft hand side-of _

_md in fmnt of the Bush Fire .

 This was the messagc that came
’to us-on oUif paper via the koala -
hotlme h :
‘Steven immediately taced outto -
Mmto Heights to investigate, but
although he searched up and down
Harisens Road and talked to nearby
-residents, he finally had to give up.:
_ Unfortunately because of the =
lack ef information we don’t know
| when the koala was bit, what
Condition it was in, of what
happcned toitafterwards. .
. The koala could have been
éﬁured bat sl ablﬁ o run off into

bursh; -
he koala may still eventualiy che
fiom its‘injuries, because it may not .
b able to climb or feed properly, or
.able to defend itself agaimst dogs.

" 'Wewould like to hear from ..
whoever made the original repoit

1

We do not need to know namas

‘requited a

anyotie who may have information. - -
. fruitieﬁs and we fearHoudim has

On another topac amale koala
whnch ‘we have now nicknamed
Houdini after the famous escape
artist; recently left the comfort and

security of the protected

" environment atEl Caballo Blanco, a

local entertainmens centre. :
Officials at the scene marvelled at’

the skilful escape which woifld have -
giougleap to clear
©. _koalasend reporting any sighting as
from awell: rneanmg, but rmsgmdcd o '
_ Afterbelng contacted by the park -
wg came and scoured the nearby -
i trees with spotlights hoping Houdini
¢ -would stay close to his koala fnends "
* . back i the énclosure.

the enclosmg barrier; or some help - .

“tnfortunately, the search proved

* identified by.a small metal ear-tag,’

Houd:lm has only 10 Kilometres o

" move fo make contact with our
* Campbelltown koalas, and as males

can trek for considerable chstanoes,

“. the good lady koalas of -

Carpbelitown are ot safe'
Seriously though,’ ngdam isnot -

. awild koala; he is a tame aniina and

sohe is used 1o bcmg lotked after by.
huvmans. = .
Because he won t know how o -

ook after himselFin the samé way a

wild koala would, hie may find it

- very difficult to sirvive, and will be.

' espcclally suscepnble tocars and .
dogs i
Rr,ssdents close to El()aba]lo S
Blanco can help by keoking out for -

soon as possible. Houdini canbe -

- Toreport a koala sighting please’
,call the University of Western .=
Sydney Macarthur hotline on (02) S
9962 9996. To hear a male koala ;.
hellowing call 4630 3200
@ Steven Ward and Robert
Close. . _




o .
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Rover’s return

Houdini, the male koala who left his
comfy enclosure at El Cabalio Blanco to
explore the tourist attraction for himself,
was spotted by a visitor in a small tree not
far frora his enclosure and Houdini is now
back with his koata friends. -

We recently recaptured Sarah,
Franchesca’'s two-year-cld cub to change
the fading battery of her radio collar.

With the assistance of a volunteer
school student, Brad Harper, we located
Sarah and flagged her quickly all the way
down the tree into Steven’s waiting arms.
Sarah was soon at Elizabeth Macarthur
Agricultural Institute and checked overby
an experienced wildlife vet.

‘We were intrigued to find that the fur
on Sarah’s back and head was fine, soft,
and a bleached brown colour. Normally
our local koalas are adark grey and the
outside fur is very coarse.

We have previously seen some local
koalas whose fur has been partially brown
on their back but not to the same extent as
Sarah. Rob thinks that for our local
population, brown fur may indicate that a
koala is in poor condition,

Sarah’s conditron, in fact, was poor;
she weighed in at just over 5kg and was
not bulging with mascle. When koalas
lose weight they tend to lose muscle tissue
as they have almost o fat, so lots of
muscle indicates good condition, while

little muscle suggests poor condition.

Sarak’s poor condition may support
Rob’s theory, however, we have
previously seen some koalas whose
condition was worse than Sarah, but were
ROt 45 brown.

The fur may also be affected by
summer bleaching or may indicate a
*moult” {replacement of old fur with a
new coat),

We think this 1s an intriguing question
that may have practical applications.
Perhaps in the future we will be able to
more accurately find out a koala’s
condition by raking a small sample of fur
and analysing it.

We hope to soon recapture Sarah’s
mother Franchesca, as she also needs to
have her radio-collar replaced. This will
be an excellent opportunity to see if
Franchesca’s fur is similarto Sarah’s and.
we will let you know what we observe.

To report a koala sighting, please call ©
the University of Western Sydney
Macarthur hotline on (02) 9962 9996. To
hear a male koala bellowing call (02}
46203200, -

M Steven Ward and Robert Close.
|
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responded quicKly to the

flag.and was spon safely it

in s catching bag, er supports RO temaining weﬂ’hrdden

‘Wethen took Lyn fora - theoryithatakéala’s ‘We fitted. Lynmﬂ'la g

veterindry ingpectionto ©  conditiowis reflected i radi  anid : 1
"Elizabeth Mgcarthur ~ .1 1 of i ' followinghershovements, |
: Agncullura] Fastitute and - Itis fascinating i “so people neaiKentlyn

finilthat discover # - P Schedlinay:
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Pan leads us

a merry chase

RUSE resident Dane How-
ard was delighted recently -
to find a koala scampering
towards her neighbour's
front garden and up a tree
about 10pm, -

Responding to the
phone calt, we easily
found the spot because ofa
small group of residents
watching the koala by
torchlight. Things were not

looking good for a catch as .

the tree was tall and too
thin to climb.

Also, the branches were
30 close together that it
was hard to get the flag on
the end of our long
extendable aluminium
pole above the koala’s
head.-

If the flag does not flap
effectively, the koaja wili
ignore it and stay in the
tree.

Because we counld not
chimb the koala’s tree, we
were considering climbing
atree close by and vsing
the pole with the flag from
there,

- While we decided what
to do next, we were
delighted to see the koala
start to climb down by
himself.

He sconreached 2
reachable flagging spot
and with the assistance of
volunteer Brad Harper we
soon had him in the
catching bag.

The koala was an
untagged one-year-old

male, now nicknamed
Dan. He weighed just
under 4kg and was not in-
good condition.

He was released a short
distance away in the bush
next to the Darling Road
fire trail with a pink tag in
the left ear and a white one
in the right, but no radio
collar.

This voung fellow and
other young koalas,
especially males, will
currently be on the move
{(which makes them hard to
radio track) and can tam
up in steange places.

The community can
help by looking out for
these animals and by being
careful on the roads.

Of course, if you shonld
see any koalas we would
love to hear about it.

To report a koala
sighting please phone
UWS Macarthor hotline
on {(02) 9962 9996.

To hear a male koala
bellowing phone (02) 4620
3200. '

B Steven Ward
and Robert Close
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hat t\e dev11‘7

bandxooots, red necked wailables,

‘WHEN Robert was in Tasmania

recently, he was amused tofinda - pademclons (a smail wallaby),
‘vendor ai Hobart’s famous SOIAE Potoroos and two quolls :
Salamanca Markets displaying - (also called native: cats’ a]though
T-shirts-emblazoned with a plcture : ; ' '

of akoala and-the caption - ;.

' Tastania. When Robeit said 10 fhe _ _ PP :
vendor “I didn’t think there were. . ... = 0«0 Lo T

. Y T ; o v had 2 __mamalsonatnpfmnt
any _koa]as in Tasmania , the man - cV1dence that Tasmamaeverhad a . Mal o 1o Sydney an ochidna

replied; “Yeah, well pleniy of .~ koala population, despite the fact \
mgjnlanders sell T-sll:irts \Zith -7 that it was only 1000046 20,000 . two grey kangaroos. Why is
Tassie devils on "em.” years ago Tasmania became ‘TaSmania so rich in native
Ttis certainly curious that there separated from the Australian.. -, mammals? The answer appears to
aré nokoalasin Tasmania,nor - mainland (because the sea levsl ~7 b hat althonghi there are cats,
devilson themainland, - -~ r0se). Soitis amystery why there. :fhére aremofoxes or dingoes.
Relatively recent fossilsof ~ ~ arenokealasinTassie! . . = - - Luckily, the English immigrants
devils show that they wereonce .- - Tasmdhi acertamly sagopd - did notbring their fox-hunting
here and possibly disappeared e if 3 ; i mania to Tasmania and there were
afwr the arival of dingoes, Why . nosuccessful releases of foxes.
i ‘are not in Tasmanjaisa’ - - ' Latshope Tassie remains fox-free:
trickier Gliestion. * humbers kilied on highways. .To'report a'koala sighting please
S Thege is fossilevidence that ~~ While he travelled Robert noticed call the University OfWestem

{ koalagswere present in the forests .~ more than 20 devils killedonthe: ~ Sydney Macarthur hotline on (02)
of Western ‘Australia as recently as _____ Iughwﬁacs where they had come 1o, . 99629996, To hear a male koala
40 000 years ago and Aboriginal " devour-the other atimals kifled by =~ bellowing call 46203200,
hunting may Have ledtotheir - cars: Roberi al$o found countless . . MROBERT CLOSE
'dlsappwénce Abs yet, there i isno - _'.nu_ bers of dead possums,many -~ - . - aWdSTEVEN WARD
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'_'wh we captured a ypungmale koala called Scott,
! rth of Waterfall, he had a tick on his right ear.
e sinoved the tick and sent it off to Janey _

- -\Iackson at the University of Melbourne. _ o
ﬂmugh-there is still a lot to leam about koalas Ticks are closely related to I]lllBS ancI lhey can be
kn0wn ahoul ol;her group such as hard to distingnish.

However, ticks are generally Iarger, oflen more .

3 m long and beforc feedmg have ]arger ﬂaI

= Any ticks found can be sent to Janey Jackson al
gpartment of Veterinary Science Umvers1ty of .
élbourne, Werribee, Victoria, 3030,

Janey would prefer the ticks alive, in a small seaIed

legs and Fiy _part of the gm
" Both ti¢ks and mites; b
mouth with which they

identified Scott’s’ tlck as Ixodes tasmanl - group by sending her ainy ticks you find.

tick is widespread hras also been foundon To report a koala sighting piease call the Umversny
smallnative land manunﬂs : estic-animal . Western Sydney Macarthur, on (02) 9962 "

996 To hear a male koala belh mg,call 02) 4620

{“Janey is interested in recuiviag tick specimiens
people inthe gerieral community too. ;

They also inject an antivoagutafitie’stop container with some slightly moist paper or oottom
| clotting,-and the blaod thien flows into their body - weol and some-airholes in the lid. .
which swells up like a little ballon. . - - Please alsq-include the location where the tlck was
|i::-Some ticks inject a toxin which causes paraiysls, : _}..foundmd date, the species of animal it vas foundon -
wiiile others can transmit diseases such as scrub . (eg. human, dog, cat) and your name, address, phone
1 typisis and hyme’s disease. ' ' number and e-mail address if available.
However, who knows, a tick may be dlscovered We feel that all animals are important, mcludm
whose anticoagulant could be used for medlcal ticks, and if would be fantastic if you, our readers, ©
tredtment;” could help Janey to find out more about this neglected

Robert Clﬁse.
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; _ ie range batterx failed but when we
KeVm § movements. . and. he “probably catch Kévin and replace
:have found that Ti€ ; ranges- :
_fﬁj?er -a. large _ﬁ-area of .
‘Kentlyn. - .. .
1 We track hlm via sig- . &
nals emitted from a radio .
transmitter in_ his collas. -
. The batteries in .th
radto—col]ms should.- last
for 10 months, but unfor-
funately Kewin's  battery-. '
"ha;m out two ‘months Gem‘g‘;:nsE ‘kﬂ gorge ¥ . she
. : #ak” be

©_-oured ear tags, one in:each' - attention of our equipment
. ¢ar, which will help us t9” jsuppher '

- With your help’ Wehepe «mg please eall the: Univer-
- to find Kevin soon, but if sity -of Westem ‘Sydney:

i an (02)'

visits many backyards. the collar we will bring: -
" Also look out for epl- this battery prablem tothe

. _identify him, . - _ Toreportakoalasaght-.-'



ABOUT two. monlhs ago
we réceived acall from-*

residents on Hanseris
ROad Mmto Helghts

‘At that time, because _
-catching assistanits were
not available, we tried to
catch the koala by erecting
ameéwl fence dround the
reeSnd putifigastripof  takento Ehzabelh

mm] arouyid:the trunk. Macarthur Agncultural

" mcthod has b:en  Insditute for a vetermary

. © inspection. )

‘Alan is an adult miale,
ree years old, 7.5kg : and

coloured ear-tags and was
released back into the same
ani u'_oe he was caught in.-
C T We would like tothank
7. the residents at “Alan’s
place” who have been
" ‘exiremely helpful. 2
" - They tellus that pnor to
- the first sighting two =~
inonths ago they had never
-seen a koalain their l2

1 _yéu ha\?e,bush in youi‘

large gr gum!;atgeug 25 7% Backyard you. nifght help &
_metres lfy $100 fatoutto uS answer this guestion. -
“catch, . &L " Keep yotr eyes peeled!
-However, the nextday ;- - Toreporta koala
‘the koala was lower and a snghung plesse call.the..
catch was possibleand  University of Westeri
although the koala provcd Sydoey Macarthior hotling
very resqurceful and’. - om(02) 99629996, S
“cunning we eventually .. . Tohearamnale koala
managed to get it safely - belowing call (02) 4620
.into acachingbag. - 3200. -
Thekoata,ow . - StevenWardand

mcknamedAIan was. . - Robert Clqu_i




- -, kilograms:in September
e P 1995 when she was first -
g s : captured she weighed about
_ 7kg: in April 1996 7 9kg; in

LAS Mweek we rec
‘Franchesca, a feniale’
‘whois probably six
‘old and-whom we hav

: been tadio-tradking for " September1996 7. 4kg in
years at Wedd - March 19977, 3kg
st year (199 Thedropmwcl

Franchesca did not havea ' ﬁamugh 1996 and mto 1997

‘cub, butin 1996'dhe

successtully raised a - raising Sarah, -

daughter, Sarah, whom we - When she was checked
are still studying and who - _overafter the last capture
| has taken wp pat of - -butmostotheradult ' Franchescaseemed to be

“acubin her pouch
was about three to four

 probaksly raise.a cib oy
two out of every three years.

possib
Franchesca sadult

are seeing with Franchesca, -around seven to eight - about 200 grams.

‘conld be due to the effort of -

'+ stress of raising. Sarah and |

~ Perhaps this is'whiit we - - weight seems to fluctuate” - months oldandwelghmg SERE

" ‘We were.noi-able to
determine the sex of the
pouch youngor fit ear-tags
because it was too young,
but we should be able to

* “ear-tag and narae the young

koala when we rext catch
Franchesca to remove her
oollar

“We hope lhat Franchcsca
has now recovered from the

' .'wellandmfeasonable_ L Surviv

~Steven Ward
C _aznd'Robert Close.




- twepopulations.

-t sneeded

FOR some time now we
have been collecting
small samples of koala

 works at the University
of New South Wales and
Taronga Zoo. Corpses,
often reported to us by
community; most being .-

road kills, have prowded

many. samples

- DrHoulden has now
ana]ysecl most of the
samples and we were
excited to find that the
genetics supported our:
suspicions that southern
Syshiey Koalas to the
‘north (from in and
around the Holsworthy
Army Rangejare -
genetically similar, but .
different from, ¢he
koalas to the seuth
(Wilton, Bargo, Nepean
- -Avon #nd Cordeaux dam
" tatchmient area).

This finding is.
important because it
-suggest that there is little
movenrent between the .

~Increased housing

' developmeiit between
. the two populations,
~ such as along Appin

Road, will increase the
separation between the -
two populations.

Should fire wipe-out
either population, then
the chances of

*. ‘replenishment will

decline with increasing

';.-:.scparauon

Therefore, leavmg

' adequate bushland

cotridois between ™
developments is
necessary if the
grandchildren of our
. currént Ma¢ Club
.- members are 10 see

We will be ’

‘populations further.
" group of koalas in the
* hope to capture two or

" three animals and obtain -
asmall tissue sample %

‘these koalas are a
‘separate group, or

- -sighting please call the

- Sydney Macarthur
“hotline on (02) 9962
9996, -

mvestlgatmg the
question of two

- We have heard Qf &

Qukdale area and we

om éach (and will then
slease them), to see 1f

closely related to the
northern ot southern

Residentsinthe = -
Oakdale area can greatly -
assistus by ringingto -
tell us if they have seen'a
koala, or see one in thc
futare, :

To report a koala

University of Western:

To hear a male koala
beliowing ca.ll (02) 4620
3200

Stﬂren Ward
and Robert Close
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MANY of obr readers can
remember Roger, the staffed
koala who has been see at
Camphefltown Council
Library and Quandong
display and played an
important part in the
Holsworth Aeron
Campaign.

Roger is now servmg asa
mexdel for a class of design
students at the University of
Western Macarthur. .

As part of their program,
the students have to design a
trap for capturing a koala
safely and efficiently while it
is still in the tee.

This is not an easy task,
and the students first located
Shirley, a female koala, with
the radio tracker to find out
what sort and size of ree
i they would have to plan for.

They then asked a lot of
question, for example:

How far can koalas
jump?

- Would the trapped koala .
be vulnerable to dogs?

Do they climb down
forwards or backwards?

Would koalas be put off
by shiny materials?

Would they be attracted
by smells, sounds etc?

Would koalas suffer from
stress in atrap?

The students are now at
their drawing boards
designinig the actual trap,

models for
students

with Roger providing
dimensions and inspiration.

Sasha Alexander, their
lecturer, says the design
students have a-unique
opportunity to improve the
method of catching koalas |
for research purposes.

The research capabilities
provided for the Bachelor of
Design and Technology at
the University of Westem
Sydney Macarthur means -
the students are well placed

 toprovide a practlcal

solution,

We'll provide detm!s of
the best desigh and our
cormments on it at the end of
the semester, '

Toreport akoala -
sighting, please call the
University of Western
Sydney Macarthur hotline
on {02)996299%6.

To hear a male koala -
bellowing call (02}

4620 3200,

—Steven Ward and
Robert Close.
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AS students approach the

University from Macar--

thur Station, they pass
beneath a huge, old forest
red gum.

Few of the students

notice the tree, and even -
fewer notice a-ﬂre-black- '
ened - hoHow branch: that

has broken. off about five
mettes' 'abovc “the foot-
path: - '

This hollow, however

has a series of fascmatmg _

tenants.- which . use the
hollow - as a maternity
hospital; restlng place or
larder. - |

- We have seen sulphur-

crested cockatoos, wood

ducks, galahs and a pan-

keen kestrel all use the

hollow from time to time.
The woad duck, one of

the few species of ducks
to nest in trees, ‘does not
keep :jts. chicks 1n the .

hollow for long. -
Soon - after . hatchmg
the tiny ducklings step out

of the hollow and are so.
light and downy that they

" float to earth hike fidget
parachutes,

The parents then lead
them 100 metres across
car parks to the safety of -

- the university dam.
Some chicks are not so

lucky. One morning we

spotted the head and

forelegs of a large goanna
poking out of the hollow.

On

“was ‘a large’ ‘smile,

- Such large trees as this
are vital for the nesting of
many species of birds and
shelter for several species
of -marsupial.

These - trees only
develop hollows when

1 .small,

its face was a
splatiering of small feath- .
‘ers and-whit we thought |

ree pr0v1des
nifty nursery

they are quite old ThlS :
means bird populatlons. -
depend on their being
many large trees of a

. Tange of ages.

‘Unfortunately, there is
little regrowth of old trees
around Campbelltown
and every development
involves . the destruction
of ‘hollow-bearing ~ euca-

lypts. _
Offen ornamental,
foreign trees are

planted instead.

" These trees have little

value for our native birds,
It is the responsibility,

therefore, for people and

institutions with the space

- to grow large trees, to

plant local, large species
such as the forest red gum

‘to try and make up for the

losses of old hollow-con-

- taining eucalypts.

This planting would
certainly please our
koalas which relish the
leaves of the red gum,

To report a koala sight-
ing please call the Univer-

sity of Western Sydney

hotline on (02) 9962
9996,

To hear a male koala
bellowing call (02) 4620
3200. -

- Steyen Ward
and Robert Close




- THOSE of you who saw .
‘Roger, the stuffed Koala,
when he was on display at
Campbelliown Council,
the: Quandong Tourist -
Eentre:orann -airport

fal:though he had a friendly

‘wombat in shape.
: “The truth is that

10 a shape resembling th

‘gfipinal animalisan =
cxtraordm&ryly dlfﬁcult
sk
.The taxtderimst
‘{someone who ‘st
‘wtitnal) mist bea ™
{naturalist, sculptor and
funhiolsterer with a real
: feellng fof thie animal. .
Practice s also. -
essenﬂal "Fo obtain the.
‘correct shape and -

ies, would agree that
he did look a bitlike a

conhverting an empty skin

_ beforethéslun is removed;

pmpomon ofthe koala, a
-mould is made of the body

* The taxidermist rust

then fill thie skin with light
material to mratch the shape

of the mould - not AN sy
task.
Roger; who ismow -

* showilig some wear having

lost aclaw to an-

over-enthusiastic admrrer S

was the practice model for
our new koals, Alby.

The taxidermist, Roger
Carrus, has done a fine job

“on Alby, and we anticipate.

that Alby will be seen
frequently around

Robert’s office to the

 delight of passersby.

Alby, like Roger, was’
Killed by.a car near the
Wedderbum Causeway.

Withincreasing -
population and improved .
road conditionsat .
Wedderburm, such road
kills can be expected to
become more fréquent.

SoWedderbmrn.

" ‘tesidénts and visitors,
_-please be wary and drive
*. -slowly, especially when

“driving through the gorge-
- and-over the canseway.
‘Roger Carrus doesn’t need

.- any more practice. " .
Campbelltown at displays

and educational gatherings.
‘" At present, he resides in .

‘Remember, too, that

- corpses will still provide us

-with a lot of information
and that injured animals

. should recelve veterinary

L]

B THE Wedderbum

" koala named Alby has
- besn- sttﬁfed after being

" killed by a car, Soon
. he'will bé seen
frequent around

_ Campbe town at

splays and
educalipnal gatherings. -

attention as soonas
posmble T
-Ta reporl aKoala .

 sighting please call the

University of Westeriy
Sydney Macarthur hotline
on (02)9962 9996, "~

- Tohear amale koala
belowing call 4620 3200. -
M Robert Ward and

Steven Close,

~_Macarthur Advertiser, Wednesday, May 20, 1998 -




“rhn about Alby, this
week we must report that
another koala was fatally
injured by a car on May

10, on Heathcote Road to

Sandy Point, to the neith -
of the Holsworthy Army
Range.

The koala waga .

The 1mpact of the _
I vehicle did not kill hint
outright, but broke his
‘right arm and damaged
hislegandlungs.: . .
Unfortunately, the long
damage was {00 serious

efforts of vets at
Crossroads Vet Hospital

AFTER last week” s col

*Parker,

L and he died despite the - ATOM EICC
. genetic studies, record
- measurements, and

and our tireless WIRES

koala expert, Gaylene

As with all other
road-kills, we will obtain
DNA from the corpse for

prepare the skulifo

Muscum in Sydney.

= z~was only one skull from -
~ the Campbelltown area in -

- determine the mible’s age: were males, which'means

Eventually, the skull ~ that we still have not .
. will be lodged with all the -- found breeding females
~ others in the Anstralian anywhereclosetothe . .
southern Sydney suburbs,

- Before our work, there. .. except Kentlyn and.
 “Wedderburn. :
We would be very -

i tercsted to hear of other
s .

-Sandy P : Tépo

perfecl koala- habnat .- sighung, please callthe
Itis surprising that .-+ University of Westem.

although we now know of. ydneyMacanhw hotlme
- thrée roadkills near Sandy (0219967 999
- Point (two where “Tohigar a koala
Heathcote Road: crosscs bellomng, call {02) 4620
‘Deadmans Creek);we 3200 -

have not heard of other .
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Te's your chance to
make a difference

SOME of our readers may
know that Cumberland
Plain woodland (the
natural vegetation for most
of Campbelitown west of
the Georges River) has
been declared by the
National Parks and
Wildlife Service asa
threatened vegetation

type.

~of the original
Cumberland Plain
woodiand remains after
clearing for farming and
houases.

A scientific committee
is investigating whether
another vegetation
community, _
shale/sandstone transition
forest, should be
protected.

So what is _
- shale/sandstone transition
forest?

Cumberland Plain
woodiand occurs on shale
soils, while sandstone soils
underlie the Holsworthy
area east of The Georges
River, Common tree
species foundin
Cumbetland Plain
woodland (shale) include
forest red gum, grey box
and ironbark and on
sandstone soils grey gums,
blackbutts, scribbly gum
and stringybarks.

The transition forest
occurs where the soil
changes from Sydney
sandstone, to the more
fertile shale. ’

Plant species from both

Less than seven per cent

shale and sandstone areas
can be found in the '
shale/sandstone transition
forest.

Some animals actually
prefer areas where the
forest type changes,
because of the greater
variety of plants providing
a wider range of food and
shelter.

If the shale/sandstone
transition forest is
declared as a threatened
vegetation community,
then it will be harder to .
obtain permission from
councils to clear or
dévelop land that contains
this type of forest.

We will make a
submission based on the
fact that sevéral of our
radio-collared koalas —
Shirley, Ray, Kevin and
Jacob - all include
tramsitional forest as part
of their home ranges.

The committee is
interested in receiving
written submissions from
anyone.

If you too wouid like to
make a submission to the
scientific committee on
whether or not
shalefsandstone transition
forest should be declared
as threatened, now is your
chance.

Mark your submission
to the attention of the
Executive Officer,
Scientific Committee and
addressed to the
Director-General,
National Parks and
Wildlife Service, PO Box
1967, Hurstville, NSW
2220, by June 12

In last week’s column
we described a male koala

.injured on Heathcoate

Road, near Sandy Point, to
the notth of Holsworthy
Army Range and taken in .
to Casula Veterinary -
Hospital by an unknown
person.

Because the hospital
does not have this person’s
contact pumber, we cannot
contact them for further
information on where the
koala was found.

If you know the person
who brought the koala in,
we would be grateful if
you could contact us.

To report akoala
sighting, please call the

. University of Western

Sydney, Macarthur hotline
on (02) 9962 9996.

To hear a male koala
bellowing call (02) 4620
3200.

B STEVEN WARD
and ROBERT CLOSE




WEarc excrted to report o

that at last a koala has .
been sighted in the
Smiths Creek Reserve.

- The koala was seenby .

Ruse resident Marcia

Pain in her backyard one

evening after she was
alerted by her dogs’
strange behaviobr.,
- Once the dogs were
inside, the koala -

descended the free ithad -

climbed and headed -
. towards the back fence,

which backs ontothe -

Smiths Creek Reserve.
However the koala’
found the fence tobe a
tough one to cross and
after a few attermnpts had
still not managed to
climb over,
" Concerned that the
koala might be stuck,

Marcia and her son went

to help.

" Using a towel, they
grabbed the koala and
after abrief stroggle

managed to place it over -
the fence in the Smighs: -

Creek Reserve where:

quickly moved off and: -
climbed a néarby treg. -
Weadvisenotto .

-they will fight if
- necessary, and are well
" armed with sharp teeth

description, the koala -

"'-may beDan, a young
kaala cauglhit in Ruse

- close toPeter Méadows
. Creek in February..

- “Warcia observed lhat

“dark, .

. Thereisa suitable
koala habitatinthe

Smiths Creek Rescrve o

althougha koala’s.

-diffienlt, . )
~ There are only afew"_
spots where the Smiths

Creek Reserve comes
- ~close tolinking up with;
-Peter Meadows Creek
bush,

‘This means that the=
koala would probably. *
have travélled-through ™ -
many Ruse residents .
backyards as wellas -

. crossing busy thictlon
. Road. r&
- Hyonarea rdcnt of

s

handle wild koalas as

lookout for Dan. He may
. pass through your - -
andclaws,

From Marcia’s - evensee himonthe

roads.

E th_e koala had ear tags- but_
unfortunately couldn’t . -

tetl us what colour the - .
. tags were as it was too o
- faecal pellets and | perhaps.

: Ruse, please be on'the .

* property or you might

If you have dogs they
may spot Dan before you
. soinvestigate if your

w 'f:dogs'are barking.

“Youmightalso . .
BOIISIGCI‘ looking thIOi.lgh
thetreesinyour-. -
~ backyard. Check the' trces |
for fresh scratchesand

‘usea bnght light to see 1f
. Danisaround. -
Eye—shme, whichis -

... light reflecting off the -
journey there would be_ :

back of the eyes, will
belp you to detect if .
koalas and other animals
 ‘are presei. |
‘If you should spot any !

« koala, lookout for the ear

" tags and record which
.colour tag is in which ear,

#"eft or right, and call us as !
. soon as possible.

Toreport a koala
-.sighting, call the”
University of Western

- Sydney Macarthur
hotline on (02) 9962 :
9996. -

“To hear a male koala
bellowing, call 4620
3200.

By STEVEN
W, and ROBERT
. CLOSE '

-,



Sandy
joins
family

WE recently welcomed a
new member to the koala
eur-tagged clan — Sandy.

This animal was
reported to us by
AWARE (Australian
Wildlife Ambulance
Rescue Emergency), a
wildlife carer group in the
Sydney area.

Sandy was up a smail
grey gum adjacent to the
main road through Sandy
Point, which is to the
north of the Holsworth
Army Range and
overlooks the Georges
River,

When we arrived, there

was a crowd of local
residents amazed to find a
koala in their area.
We set up our climbing
equipment and our _
volunteer climber Brett Agricultural Institute
Tyler was sconupinan  discovered Sandy
adjacent (ree (Tying (o weighed 6.6kg, was in
persuade Sandy to excelient condition and is
descend. probably three years old.
sandy, unlike most He was ear-tagged and -
koalas, was initially not ~ then released close to

inclined to move away
from our “flag” (a piece

of material on the end of & .

long extendable pole). In
fact, he was determined to
take a big chunk out of it

-and almost pulled the pole
from Brett’s grasp!

We persisted and after  could end up in the
a minute or two Sandy backyards of houses at
started down the tree. Sandy Point, or perhaps,

Things were ifhe’s a survivor, even to
proceeding well until the notth of the Georges
when three metres from River.
the ground, when he He could also cross
turned and launched Heathcote Road, where
himseif up and on to the there have already been
trunk of a larger tree three male koalas killed.
about three metres away. So #f you drive along

However, this was our  Heatheote Road, look out
intrepid climber Brett’s for and avoid wildlife,
tree and he managed to particularty near
keep the flag above Deadmans Creek, which
Sandy’s head to stop him  is close to Sandy Point,
from climbing too high. Toreport akeala

We quickly sighting please call the
repositioned and witha  University of Western
second pole maragedto  Sydney Macarthur hotline
flag Sandy down to on {02) 9962 9996.

oround level when Steven

where he was caught, but
away from roads.

However, we expect
Sandy to keep on moving
until he finds some
fernales to keep him
company.

This may mean that he

To hear a male knala
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Bush clearing to put|
bandicoots at risk

RECENTLY a building
development was proposed
at'St Helens Park to partly
clear the bushland.

A firm of biologists was
hired to examine the site to
ensure that no endangered
species {plant and animal)
would be affecied by the
clkearing.

The biologists listed all
the plant and-animal
species that they could find
and reported that they had
seen a short-nosed
_bandicoot.

Bandicoots are
marsupials weighing up to
two kilos and are closely
relateif to the bilby.

However, their eyes and
ears are smaller and most
. species are less colourfut

than the bilby.
" Bandicoots eat insects,

M

worms and some fruit and
generally help farmers by
removing insect pests from
pastures.

Around the cities,
however, in their search for
lawn grubs, they often
miake small conical holes in
lawns.

Some ignorant
gardeners get upset about
these holes, and don’t

realise that the bandicoots
are after grubs.
‘Bandicoots, like koalas,
are marsupials and
therefore have a pouch.

They have up to six
young at a time, which are
born after a pregnancy of
12 and a half day, which is
the shortest known of any
mammal. -

The young stay inthe
pouch for 60 days and are
soon independent.

The sighting of a
short-nosed bandicoot at St
Helens Park is unusual.

‘We have not captured
bandicoots in any of our
trapping surveys in the
district and considered that
they were probably gone -
victims of cats and
clearing.

It is especially unusual

to find a short-nosed
bandicoot. :
None have been found in !
the southern side of
Svydney.
Long-nosed bandicoots
use-to be relatively
common in Sydney, but in
the last 20 years numbers

~have plummeted.

To have bandicoots in
Campbelliown then, isa
cause for celebration.

Soif you have little
pointed holes in your lawn,
fet us know!

. Il Toreport akoala

sighting please call the
University of Western
Macarthur hotline on (02)
9962 9996. To hear a male
koalabellowing call (02)
4620 3200.
—Steven Ward and
Robert Close.




.H@W did the Koala cross the road? . _

- . Thereshave been some reoent,pubhcmy for. the .

_proposal fobmld a very fast traiselink fromSydney to

'Canber_ra. st o .
-This'Taises 3_:__"""‘-il;msnng quesuon of how'to' > o

- prevent robilgkpalas fst:m bcmg vaponsed bya

travelling at 200KmiHy.

'. lque isto b

It is important for populanons of amma]s to rmlw&}&%o amimals can pass through;
maintain lirtks, that is, animals must be able to move .. -These can work but becanse many animals may
between populations. - -+ .pass through thie samie tunniel, predators such as foxes.
This allows “new blood” to be mtroduced so that camalso take advantage of them, preymg on a passmg
generic diversity:is increased. - ," Smorgasbord of native anidals, =~
Consequently, if diseasé, fire or some other cause,z " - Bridges over stresms and rivérs prowde more rom
:should wipe ont-animals in one area, dlspersmg - toalow ammals {0 move lhmugh undemealh the road
ammals can repopulate that location. : or railway.
- Roads, railways, housing development and offiér - Ifnatwevegetatlon is stifl in- plewe aniimals ¢an -
cleanng all tend 10 separate populations sa it is ' also take cover from predators. -
. .1mportant to mnumme separation. . . . - 7 Oftourse, animals, just lik 'peopie,*mlllryto take
T i thie shortest route, sofences&m@prbamemm .
needed ts sﬁop the anipials; frying 10

railway andto'divert ﬁcm (o tunnels ¢

w 'When fhe: koala climbs the fence he _loose top par_t
21 .falI back, pmventmg ﬂfe kcia’la fmm chmbmg '
- Over.

LocaIly,koalas seem to be mosf tane to being hit
onmads where_awgll usedro LT,
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[‘ﬁ%‘"‘.a@‘iﬁh vauisfr_ w?dp_;eﬁjsvb;{ %i%!b:rsk -

Homer spotted a koal_ "ﬂi
Wedderburp, there liave ~ -
been many mghﬂﬂgs

pegiod 1920 to” 12986
mwﬂlhelp usfillin

: mlsgmghstow and
sugest that koﬂ!asrwam . .- understand thore clearly
brought intgte ared by.. 5 ' héw the kbala population
humans, perhapiasa ~ “The price of a koala skin has changed over the years.
political tnckl o in those days was one ~. i So, if you have lived on

esure - -smlllng the sonthern Sydney area
=+ Local historian Kel b+ fordJorg time, orhave a .
: o Longhursl tells us thathis - Felative or friend who' has, _
The first kqala was father,bornin 1898, - . . we’dlike to hear yourkoala

recorded by white settlers roamed: thie bush at Kem]yn stories.
‘who came from the Bargo  as a child and would se¢ 50° . - Happy huiting — for

‘aréa 10 years aﬁseffgydney 0 60 koalas ovérd yse;ar. photographs only of -
wasg seftled. Unfortunately, theé
... Morerece 'tly, uptll . combined effects of

OH), Koalas ited _ andﬂ'

for their skins. :
It lasald that Migk

90 dogs or mdw for hunting  railway line at Minto,and - — By ROBERT CLOSE
koalas and wallables S0 sinee:1986, when Pavid - - and STEVEN WARD




\_en\uromnem“ﬂieb IggEst
- threats o koalas are:

slaymgafcwmeh‘es
behind him. - - 3
. The:rewasafr‘lghlmmgn__
U 7 would “never harma’ twﬁenacarcanie i
butdogsdoatlack '

have Sharp teethand claws. managed to “herd” Dan By Steven Ward -
coiicemed aboutfﬁan 5" Ve “Inasuburban - downthestredtandback -~ - -andRobert Clese

IS



‘BytﬁeWsﬂ:ef
"Army and is one.
Glean eree

_ rthe: Advertiser in 1989 at-
: tti& same location, There
ﬁff.’Fmres Crosg_mg_ - Was no bulrush in sight.

2% wargifig about high
_ bacterial levels 1&&3&6?6

- Wewere moved tolook 8
bagktoapholographt_akcn .

" ‘pedple swimmiing in the-
" At that time, Robert was- ¢

.- :-This growth can
: ""blockageofﬂ‘lénv_

" Ahighbacterial level i
“tiie water can mean that

" river have ahlgherchancc L :";"_:_




Bulrushes
clear water

IN a recent column we
highlighted the differences
that can be seen between
O’Hares Creek and the
Wedderbum Road
causeway over the
Georges River.

In the O’Hares Creek
the water is clear, whereas
at the causeway over the
Georges River the murky
brown water flows
through lots of bulrushes.

. -We were making the
point that bulrushes can be
an indicator of po]luted
water.

A reader called us soon
after, however, concemed
that we were disparaging
bulrushes.

He rightly pointed out
that bulrushes act as a very
efficient filter and help to
remove sediment and -
fiirients, -

. The catchment of the

- upper Georges River, -~
however, has changed -

".over the past 10 years.

" With the development-

- of St Helens Park,
Rosemeadow and
Ambarvale, bushland has -
been cleared and houses
erected.

Roads, houses, and
concrete driveways stop
the soil from absarbing the
water which then flows
towards the river picking
up all the rubbish on the
streets as well as
fertilisers, pesticides, dead
leaves, detergents, oil on
road, and feces from dogs,
cat and other pets.

The bulrush uses all of

| these materials as

nuirients to grow and its

think root system catches a

lot of sediment.

less food for bacteria in
the swimming holes and
less sediment means
clearer waters!

So the bulrush actaally
improves the water gquality -
of the Georges River,
making it safer for
swimmers downstream.
Ideally, all our drains and

- flooding.

Fewer nutrients means

channels should be _ﬁltét

- beds of bulrushes and. ..

native aquatic plants

"This is the rend
ovérseas.

Uafortunately many of
Campbelltown’s channels
are still concrete
spillways.

The idea was to channel
_stormwater immediately

- totheriver and so

diminish chance_s of local

The result of the recent |

. -f_--'_suburban growth,

_howeyer, means that huge

amounts of water that
- previotsly would have -
- beep abserbed, will now -
" run off rpofs, dnveways
“androads and into the
river.

Ifheavy rainfall and the '

- conisequent rapid run-off to
- the Georges River

coincides with high tides
below Liverpool; then the
area near Henery Lawson

- Drive will flood.

"Increasing virban
development combined
with concreteé channels .
means that for a given
heavy rainfall floods will
become more likely.

Tt is time to bring back
the bulrush — they won’t
stop-flaoding, but they
will help by slowing the
water down. o

~ To report a koala -
sighting please call the
University of Western

- Sydney Macarthur hottine

on (02) 99562 9996,
~To hear a male koala

bellowmg call (02) 4620
.3200.

- Steven Ward and
" Robert Close



‘1 ON Sunday, August 23 the
‘University of Western

| Sydney, Macasthiur will be
‘Thold an OpenDay at its

1 Campbelifown Campus
Ibetwees }’Omn and 4pm.

;Umversuy will be open to
the public and you will be
able to come along, look in
the labs and see what goes

‘This day gives people a
' 'c;h sed whatthe
wniversity has to-offer and

those thinking of further
study. The staff and
students af the university -
-are doing all sorts of

-on and join in the activities.

is:obviously important for

Macarthur Advertiser, Wednesday, August 12, 1998

O, Thekoalamseamh

.group willhave adisplay in

Building 18 based onour .
studies. .

We willbe .
demonstrating how we

* radio-track the koalas thaf
mteresm:g'thmgigcekﬂ:‘lss is.

we fit with radio-collars -
and thene will be amap

of)/lf)ng to opend

showing the location of any -
sightings and other material
on display.

- Wewillalsobe
available to answer any
questions you may have |
and Ma¢.the Koala will also
be on campus between.
11am and 1pmto help
entertain the youngsters .

-and those young at heart. .

Also featured will be the

" reselts of Design students’

efforts at desngnmg akoa]a

trap. -
One of their assxgnmems
this semester was to selve

‘the tricky problem.of "

efficiently, safely and '

_'humanely catching a kaala

. The studénts have

. invented a fascinating

. other depamnents

range of i mleresnng and: -
sometimes zany, ideas and -
their scalé maodels of the
koalatraps willbe- .

.- displayed. Anyone with : a
- handypersn-streak will -

findthre ideas fascinating.
" Weare hoping that those
'Wlﬂ‘l constriction skills will

* beable to suggest

imprévements or construct

a prototype for testing.
If, with your help, we

- can transform the students’

- sighting please call thc
WS- Macar&urhothneon
-(02) 9962 9996,

ideas into practice, the . -
result will be a safes; Tess
stressfut and more

suecessfol capture”

technique.. -
 Of course there will also
be many other.display: by

throughout the' Umvermty '

" such as SETI (Search For
Extraterrestrial ’

Inteiligence), chemlsh'y

you ¢an eat and genetically

" éhgineered camations o’

check out.

There will by talks by
lecturers at various times
through the day too. -

So note the date dowi m

- your diary and we'll loek ~
- forward ti seeing you thﬁ'e

Toteportakoala -

“To hear a male koala

“bellowing call 902), 4620
3200,

=STEVEN wm
~and ROBERT ¢




Fortunatelyhe .

RECENTLY we recap- :
tureéd Jacob, amale keala Tesponded explosively to yont yet:
that-we have been - ] e flagand bolted down - Soatl;
| radio-tracking since asy to cairy the tree into Steven’s arms -~ north of Kentlyn, Minte”
| September 1997. ottoo tall - ~without thinkingof -~ ° Heights, East Minto and
|- -We first captiviedt ' * leaping into the nearby .~ . bushwalkers in the Basin
1 the riorthem end of nelghbounng She-gaks. - area'sho’al& kéeph close
[ Georges River Road <+ Jacob thetfwent to. .
he weighed 9.8kg: Elizibeth Macarthur .~ st hav
estimated tha ‘Agricuiltural Institute fora o
¢t checkovei and proved inda

"be in axcellemhealth

Fhome range and moves

- from: Kmtlynﬂ:;mlgh -
| Minto Heights and East

JMinto, an-grea’of

1p AMPUS -
- and see: ourkoaladlsplay
in Building 18 and' cnjoy

| approximiately 200 . assesging the sitwation w v ﬂieomer activities. '
: hectares .- | -decidadto goaliead: - - Obviously Jacobi - Toreport akoala
2 . N . domg very well but ™ sighting, call the
i ~] unfortunately we don't University of Westérn
‘| know of any breeding- - Sydney Macathur hotlmc
| females in Jacob’sarea . on (02) 99629996,
which mi ight be kf:epmg To hear a niale koala’
: ' zﬁgmugﬁa“ (02)4620.

Macarthur Advertiser, Wednesday, August 19; 19§8
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g g gr ost. le will never
WE have often mentioned : mhﬁlesepgx?m% animals
that useful indications of * because the gl.l ders aré -
" the presence of koalas are - ] noctumal. -
the characteristic pazallel : Dumlg the day they
scratch marks in the soft sleepin a omal tree
bark of the grey gum. . hollow with other sugﬂr

‘Often we see-the tuch gliders.
smaller agd fpinier matks Itisa tlm]lmg L
of 2 beautlfy! animal that experience to watch sugar. 1
often shares the treettopsams " gliders scuttling about their-
glesugar %h ez (Pe - favourite trees in their - .

TeViceps, : social groups of upto 7

The sugar. lider’ urs = seven ffl?ﬁtgsand young,"
along the east coast of * They arc amazingly
Australiaandinto 1 quickand itis incredible to
Tasmania and Papua New see them s aﬂmg ftom tree:
Guinea. Sugar gliders are . Totree. -
small marsupials, females * Soif your abroad in the
weigh about 115 and bush at night, listen for .
males weigh about 140g. gliders’ shn.ll yapping

" Both males and females e alls.
are normally 17¢m long !hey bnng up their bind Other calls are sharp
witha Iomail. - . legsand land withall four ¢, 0o ng and “a definite
.- They are normally grey . fecton the tree. - guteling chatter” (The .
with a black stripe in the ', " They<can glide for" “Marriials of Australia |
middie of the'head - o dlstances of at least 50m in 1995, p230). j
extending to halfway down this way. Sugar gliderseat . ¢ you hear these sounds
their back. . m _gollen, nectar and sean:h forthe cause of the

A thin membrate, of e - calls. You' Wbe richly -
flap of skin, connects the To get tree sap they will od. .
12cm finger to the toe. chewh mnfally' ugh -oféportakoa_i_a'

" Whenthe glider . & hairk's the sap . ""g.ple:ase calithe =
stretchés its limbs the | e il Y o
miembrage becomestant - The sngar glidets can thﬁn'- - . Sy‘dney arthur hotlme .
A Steer theif ﬁgh“b some: . 0n{02) 9962 9996:

Small rectangi e : sap)seemto  Tohearamale koala

Sugar gliders live in thc tig ggg?;;r;?d gndp\:fe have - bellowing call 4620 3200,
u'ecteps and ghdbc fromone glic O ¥ ! een soiic frebs covered By Steven Ward
mm;&‘g;rme{ves and approach jhe landing tice . with glider grooves. - ... and Robert Close
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LAST week we recap-
rured Shirley and her
latest cub, Leslic at .
Kentlyn.

We first caught Shu‘lcy

asanadultin1993and = §

‘have been radio-tracking
hersince 1995.. - -
- Following Shirley™s
_movements hasbeen -

particutarly interesting - :

‘becaunse Shirley lives -
adjacent to and ° - .
_sometimes even crosses’ |

the Georges Riverin
Kentlyn., .~
Shirley has survwed

the threats of cars, dogs

and fires.

In fact she has thnved,
and we know she has
successfully raised two..

matronly 8kg.

cubs, Bill and Orin, prior
.. toLeslie. Also, despite =
 raising Leslie, Shirley has

‘put on 600g in weight

since her last capture in
‘October 1997, quite a

congsiderable increase,
and now weighsa-

‘hlrl and cul

We hope Shlrley 5
other young are doing as
well as she is. :

“We know Bill travelled -

‘19km northeast across the

‘Holsworthy Army Range,.
" Heathcoate Road, and

. other 1mpecl1mf:nts to

-cause great excitementin ’ '_

- the Menai Area. . .
Since Orin became
independent from Shirley,
we have not seen her or
heard of any sightings.
We suspect, however,
she may still be using part

" of Shirley’s home range.

Even though Shirley

~ has survived, dogs and © _
- radiocoliar. .

cats pose particular = -
threats ¢o her young as -

_ they move aroundtotry. -

are well

and find a spot in
Campbelltown’s

- marvellous bushland =~

where they cansurvive
and mature.
-Leslie was given an

. orange tag in the left ear .
.- and a white onie in the

rght. -~ -
Now, if someone

‘feports seecing akoala -
. with this particular colour
- combination, we will

know it is Léslie.
Such information is

important becanse it

means we can follow

" Leslie’s movements,

without the need for a:

We are also pleased to

"report Lyn and her baby

have rewmed to Kentiyn
Primary School to the

- great delight of the

students. : :
Lynhas crossed - -
Georges River Road to
get to the school so
remethber to drive
carefully, especially nea
bushland areas, and if yo
are a dog owner make .
sure it doesn’t roam.
To repoit a koala

" . sighting please call the

University of Western

- Sydney, Macarthur

hotline on {(02) 9962

- 9996,

To hear a male koala

- bellowing call (02) 4620

3200, ~ Steven Ward -
and Robert Close






animal in the

Campbelltown
“A groypof W

restdents out O

“Campbetitown aiea.
The:yellow-belled
glider is endangered.
o Jthas quite 8 different
: +- diet from the greaterghider
tly smaﬂel; w1th the . and eats nectar and-
and hbd combmed " flowers,. -

'. - local: l::ees which ook like

the-inegisions of
yellow-belied gliders, but

" hayenat yet spotted the
_ glidcrs themselves.

] woald be fantastlc

&% beltied glider's
call-* ahlgh pitched :
shriek subsiding intg

. throaty ratefe” (Mamma_}__

‘sugar gliders,amuch”
_u_mn as the onf¥other. - smallermarsupial: =
mal ‘which eals Yar Both ¢t grooves in the
s : Bark of suitable trées and
' wﬂl hck upthe sap that

of Australia, 1998).

< This call carries f_or up -
to 460m and can sound

_ qmte disturbing at mght.

. To report akoala. -
mghtmg‘ callthe

. Umvcrmty of Western

y_d(%a' Mar:anhurhqdme'-'f :

i .\éﬁe ha'vc' séen Vs m
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Go east young

PREVIOUSLY we have o :
reported that Dan, a young L y
male koalahas been mac s
exploring the Smiths Creek
Reserve in'the suburbs of ;
Ruse and Campbelltown, Hoala
We believe Dan ;
originally came from Peter '
Meadows Creek and. el | n :
traveiled west through bush  § _ o
and backyards to Smith . e _
Crecks, where he has been o TR
a:ound'for two months. by a keen-eyed bushwalker. -
Arecent sightingclose  at Yerrinbool, in the first EE
to the Shell Service Statlon “week of September
on Junction Road has ~ Onheating grl.mung
indicated that Dan has noises coming from:a tieg, -
headed back east towards - he'investigated and found
Peter Meadows Creek or two adult koalas onthe
the Georges River. _ samgbranch, one behind
"We recognised Dan . the other, '
from his coloured-ear tags " An hour and a half later
and would like all Ruse . the bushwatker returtied
residents to watch out or and found that one koala
him. - .. had maved to.a lowerfork;. -
Italso appears ﬁ1a! the ‘whilethe other remained
koalabreedmgscasoms . G SAME o

starts in September and
rups through February.
- Withi all the reeent rain, ;
the bush is looking great - is unhkdy both: weuld-'ha've_
and we expect that this will _remained in the sane iree,
tiea great year for the . the victorin the struggle
koalas... - " _would have forced the
“The male koalas are in - othérto move on.
good condition and should
be bellowing to foes and : : . i
' ; _pyoureyespededand
gars flapping. .
e ~Togeporta s1ghmg‘ cal! i
ided & S Of . -the University of Westemn =
4620 3200 to apprecnate the Sydney, Macarthur hotline
ugusua] sounds. . on(02) 99629996, - o
The eaddy starttothe B By Steven Waxdand :

breeding season wasnoted

Robert Close :
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Koala remams mak.-f

the 11fe of a b1olog1st

SPARBa thought for the :
familieg who have to five:
w1th a bmlogmt o
. Car journeys. are’ -
uemly nnéqued by
1de s t¢examine
the squash mmams of
various

Somemms, lhe skulls or
bits ef tissue arecollected
from these'unfoitunate

'ammaISanﬂbawght back

in the car for later study.
Then at bome there are

usually containers full of
faecal pellets awaiting -
analysis and somietimes
mysterious and heavily
sealed contiiners in.the
freezer. - B
. Once collected, the ’

skulls must be prepared.:
" -roadside specimens must

" have aliceénse to do so from
* -the Natiosial Parks and

Often there are skulls at
various stages of
preparation. '

Robert’'shomeis .
currently host to three
koaia skulls in final stages -
of being cleaned, dried and
labeled

' _:__'on_eﬁomPe;qrMeadowa

: thesm

These skuils w1ll .
eventually be placed in the-
Australian Museum where. .
they will remain foréver as
arecordofkoala - -
distribution-and will be.
available to other biologists

- for further study,

Note, however, that
collectors of skulls and

Wildlife Service. .

Before the skulls goto
‘the pruseui, Steven will

study: thgm for his PhD

all . yowlgmalessemngoffon _
g, their grand journeys o find

_asuitable. home pange a.ll(i

_ Tlus eompulsxon

travel madethem .-

- vulnerable to cars, and

. Likeall koalas, the . '
skulls have a pair of laige, - sad that they failed in lheﬂ‘
.~ sharp incisors on the poml ~ goal. :

oflhelowerjawandan 2 Letshopcmatthe D
. Opposite large pairof - information they are . . ..
™. incisors, two smaller pairs. providing now will. help
of incisorsand a pairof | ensure that those future:.
small canine teeth on the blOlOnglS will have hvmg
upperjaw. . specimens to study and will”
Further: along the upper - not have to rely on arncient
and lower jaws aré opposité . museum skulls, . - :
pairs of blade-like teeth for . “Youcanhelpthe:
cutting leaf stems a:udmws_- - Jong-term survival of .
of four sharpy cusped.. - .- koalas by driving carefully
- molar teeth for cutting. lhe * and potifying.us pmmplly
. eticalyptleaves into small, |~ of any kodlas ~deador: . -
squarish fragmentsandfor  alive. -~ -
“crushing the leavesto® | “ .~ Toreporta koala '
" release their nufrients - sightiig, call ;thmvermty
By measuring th ofWesmSydney o
~and by noting the . (
wear on their in¢isors and .
first molars, Steven can' = ROBERT CLOSE and
detemnneﬂiatdleywere ' STEVENWARD




Farea,

of nauvc frogs, water

"ENVIRONMENTAL sci-

ence students at the

- University of Western -
Sydney, Macacthur, last
week attended a field
camp to investigate
bushland at Macquane
Fields.

The camp was L
arranged withthe *
assistance of theHousmg
| Comnwnities Assistance

Programs, Macquarie .-

Fields, Environmental
Committee which is -
mtérested mnehabllxtanng
the area.

- As a first stage of the -
plan the sndents worked
to find and identify.the -
flora (planitsy and faunz - -
(animals) pnesent in the

The subject bushland
hasbeen .
| inflienced by human -
activity. with two old tips
‘incliuded i ﬂwstudy as
well as continuing. lmpacl_.

appeartohave affected
local fauna. The studen
trapping survey found a
few native species.
Three types of traps
wereused te-capture
small mammal

Normally, one would
expect to find the native: -
bushratsand brown - - .

antechinus i sisilar-
habitat along the Georges
River. -

Spotlighting at night, -
another technique used to -
detect mammzls, tevealed
quite a few rigtail
POSSINS. and asugar
. glider but no other
mamia]s apart from bats

However, tracks and - :
faecal peHets of d small j
wallably, probably a
‘swalnp: wallaby, were
found :

" For- ﬁ'ogs and reptlles i
the siteation was riuch <7
betier with three specie.

* . species present, and ifthe .

"~ hard, the students had a

7% Perhaps,in'10 or20
*. yearstime, a future class
. will be able toreport on

" rehabilitation. To report a

'weré"e"iérted by the -

diverse range of plant’
Species..
The reason for the

* wvariety is that three :
. different soil types meet

in the area and allow a

. greatrange of condition

for plants. -
It was previously -

‘mentioned that a

scientific committee was
. examining listing -

. transition shale and .

sandstone plant

-, CoOmnUnities asan

endangered ecolog:oal L

© community,

This listing has been -
_ -and much of

bushland is this fransition
type. Sp,in shoit, the -
MacquanefFlelds?;-._;_

species, .
pnobably duetothe ingh
impact humans’ have had
upon the area. -
Thereis, however,a
good tange.of plant “:

nquebew

community continues the
effort to reduce the
current impact en the -
bushland, native animal
species may returs.-
Although they worked

great time o thie camp
and particularfy enjoyed
- swimming in the beautifui
Georges River: :

the success of the’

koala sighting, call the
University of Westeérty

8661 ‘L 19G0IS0 ‘AEpseupep ‘JOSILeADY



LAST week we-described.
our work withhie”
uarie Fields -

-Nc bourhood Ad\usm'y

Boa:d to conduct:a ﬂora

and fauna survey of -

bushland besides the

Georges River.-

We reported seemg

" severalrin mgsxxn;s

This beaut?}&?; and

relauver common
 specigs (Pseudochelrus

-peragrinus); isfound in
- Tasmania and-along the .

east coast of Australia.

The possums liveina™ ~

- variety of habitats where
dense’ understorey is
fousd. . - U

. Sometimes thesc_ .
habitats include back.

ngtaal posssums are-

¢asy io recognise because  themselves a nest among
‘the last third of their tail . ‘théfoliageof a tree.” = -
has a white tip. . .. -This nest is called a
The tail is also™ ' “drey and is lined with -
- prehensile = this means  ~ * shredded bark or grass to
* thatitcanactasalimb . make a nice comfy home. -
" and will cwl arownd Qur students observﬁd _
- branches andother - - - -adreyontherecent -~ -
- objects belping the - o Macquarle Ftclds surveyh

'foodsaurce o

wa‘k to.break down these.
© find food particles. -

S A rmgtaﬂ was. d:sturbed' faeces and then eaten by
- duringispotlighting and - - the posstim. .
thien clambered through This reay sound
the canopies of twe low  unpleasant but it means
_trees ahd into a tree Whlch .that thie possum cap.ther
- dlso-had a climbing vine .~ absorball the nutrients

" released by the'bactéria
- while they worked on the
- food pamcies infthe -

amongst the C&nO].'.]?J .
-"Among the thick. -
vegetation we |

- hiake out the possuinas.it * .eaecum. .
sat in'its drey, which was After the second .
“about half a metre lon passage throughithe -
" 25cms wide and high. “:.- - digestive tract, the food i
"}  The vine formedthe: - excreted at night and is
walls and sides of'the . .- _ noteaten.
drey, although.there We_ré " "Welooked in vain for
large enough gaps - "koalas in the area,
through which to see the " Nor did we sée scratct
ringtail.. : "marks in the koala feed
ingtail pOSsums eat - - trees that grow in'the

leaves, flowers and frulls ' area, or the distinctive

‘However, we expect
_ .‘Z'than an oceasional koala
E fer move thmugh the

leaves-are a very pocr

- Te get the mast
nutrition out of the

arl afthe dlgestl_
. Inthe caecim;

During the ddy, while. - University of Western

resting in.their dry, the Sydney Macarthur
- fingtails practice. - hotline.on (02) 9962
coprophiagy. . o ¢ 9996.
“This means that. the -l By Steven Wird and
* food patticles in'the. . Robert Close.- = = -

cagoum-are excreted as




Macarthur .Adverﬁser;_WedneSd.ay,:' October 21, 1908

Evidence
of koala
breedlng

WE recently received two
calls within a week from
people sighting koalas near .
the Wedderburn causeway
across the Georges River.

The first call was a day
after sighting and by then it
was oo late to locate the
koala.

The second call,
however, was from an
enterprising resident who
had wrapped the koalain a
coat to move it from the - mother wouldn’t be far
busy roadway. away.

When we came to collect We know that koalas are
the koala, it was sprawled in  breeding at Wedderburn
acarry bag, quietty being and Kentlyn and we have
paited and apparently suspected that koalas might
enjoying the attention! well be breeding along the

Wetookittobechecked Georges River, between
over by a vet at Elizabeth these two suburbs.,
Macarthur Agricultural If koalas are indeed
Institute. breeding between

The koala is young, six Wedderburm and Kentlyn
kilogram female and we the amount of bushland
named her Martine. being used as breeding

Martine’s pouch was habitat could be
shallow, and empty too, but  significantly targer than we
the teats on the loweredge  previously though.
of the pouch were visible. This could also mean that

We believe that these we have underestimated the
signs indicate that Martine  .size of the Campbelltown
is ready to have her first koala population - good
baby, news indeed! -

She would certainly However, we must
make some koalaa healthy  remember that although
mate; she had a beautiful female koalas don’t tend to
greycoatand wasin fine - disperse long distances,
condition. Martine could be an

Martine’s location atthe  exception.

Wedderbuim causeway is We have not
quite significant. radio~collared her, but she

There have beenquitea  does have distinctive
few sightings at the ear-tags.
causeway, but all animals Sowe depend on you (our
that we have managed to commenity “eyes”) to report
capture or found killed by her movements.
cars have been male, To report a koala sighting

AsMartine is a virgin we  please call the University of
cannot say for sure that Western Sydney Macarthur
breeding is happening atthe  hotline on ((2) 9962 9996.
causeway. To hear a male koala

However, female koatas  bellowing call (02) 4620 -
do not generally disperse 3200.
very far compared to males, -l By Steven Ward and Rob
so it is likely thai Martine’s  Close :




we. coulﬁfeeithﬂwmd S

from the frucks as they
whistled by.

‘This was the scene. late
- one weeknight recently .-
when we respondedioa :
callaboutakoalaon:
Appin Road, about 400. -
metres soulh of St Helens _
Park.: i
Despltc the dlfﬁculues )
-of cars and the narrow

Ruse mFebruary thls "

that'we. beheve riiay ha
.- begn moving throughthe
~ ‘Smiths Creek Reserve.

- good number of

verge, welocated the . —

koala in a huge redgum: - N
ngt twe meuﬁs frori ths shiows. that as vehlcle

- means thatan ammat

shining
shadowy ﬁgures

+Unfortunately, Appm -
Road is paﬂ[cu[arly in front Ofa car. mthout
hazardous tokoalas, as the diiver being. aWW .
well as other wildlife. ~. . until the last moment, =
" The danger ofcourse " Insuch circnmsiances,
stems from vehicles, - drivers must remember
" which often travel at great = 1ot to swerve or jam on
speed down thisroad. .~ thebrakesifitis
. Informition from - - dangemus todoso; 70
kéala-carergroups on the - To our great-delight; . |
Central Coast clearly we found that thc koala

- further reports since he

. _speeds mcrease, 50 dOﬂle.:. Campbelltown a

could easily run ot right -

.and our expensl\re 50m
climbing rope. - :

who was first caught in

heet: 1th,=Dan 5 weight
and otherimportant * ..
"details, so this meansthat
it is impossible to be sure
how much welght Dan
has gained:

From. memory, Dan
w3s 7.5kg, which would

It now seems likely that
Dan has moved through a

backyadrds on his treleto
Appin Road, but with i

was seen in. . Hdwcver we really

eéﬁlﬂ;e data sheetfora -
i 'cmnpanson andif -
-we would

When last C‘aught in -

Februagy Dan we1ghed ..~ Toreport

3.85kg. " - mghting pleafs%?all the

B UNFORTUNATELY, University.of Westem. -

while Steven'was loading 53’"3"?_ ghgggg‘g“f hotline
: upthecaratumvers;tyfen on (02) 9962 S

anotherkoala catchthe. . 1 [TOM ar &male koala e
" following week someene | bellow '

took Steven’s backpack - 200



Angela’s relea

Macarthur Advertiser, Wednesdaz November 4, 1998

YOU may have seen'a CBU.IS explamed . Angela welghed 7. Skg cameramen filming the
flecting glimpse of your area was used by koalas. and had moderately worn  finish.of her whirlwind tour
local koala researchers Rob mss s -~ Oneofthestudents . teeth, indicating thatshe  _ of theMacarthur area— her
and Steven on television's . * piped up with: “There’s was a mature koala, - - returmito the beautiful
“1.30 Reponrt last week. one, Miss!” Her pouch opening was . Georges River, _
.. The footage was taken - kaagﬁ Soon we were contacted, wide, withoneofthetwo - Toreportakoala .
when we released a female - - ' We captured the koala, teats large and extended. - sighting, please please call
koala canght beside the _ : “which we-nicknained This means that Angela  the University of Western
Geprges River at Kentlyn L Angela, had weaned-acub earller " Sydney, Macarthur hotline
o Avyear-10keumeah. . N Angelathenreceiveda  this year. .. on (02) 99629996,
High'School ¢lass led by o vetcheck-over at Elizabeth = This is further evu:lence - v To hear a male koala
teacher Melanie Bettle and ° . Macarthur Agricuttural * that ovr Koalas are domg _-bellowmg call (02) 4620
Sharon Cullis fromthe:  ‘toFreres Crossmg " Institute (EMADyandhad - -well. - 3200, -
Georges RiverEducation ~ While the students saton  colotired ear-tags fitted for - Angela was Tater * - BySTEVEN WARD
.L-C_entre were on a field tip the riverbank, Sharon _later identification. released, withthe and ROB CLOSE




A WEDDERBURN resi-
dent was woken recently
at 2am by the furious
barking of his dogs. -

After going outside to
investigate, he heard a
frightening growling,
grunting noise.

‘Unable to identify the
source of the noise the .
resident qulckly retreated
back indoors. -

The source of lhc
noises turned out to be 2.
koala which then boldly
walked up to the back ~ -
doorof the house and
banged on the doof,

One dog also wisely

decided to retreat, taking. ~ -

- cover undemeath'the
house, the-other - .
disappeared msmle the
house. ;

.~ [Jnable to’ getm, :
koa]a climbed the, rwarby
verandahi post. -

“Whei Steven was®
called andarrived at about
8ant, it was stﬂl sntmg
there.

Tt was Steven’s eas1est

“catch ever and-the koala ™
was soon in the catching

-bag and onits wayto. . -

" Elizabeth Macarthur
Agricultural Institute fora
checkover. . - -

The koala was male, -

: . to keep on the lookoul for
: 3 - him andio investigate if

. : . .. theyshould: hear their .-
mac’s - . dogsbarking. " . -
" Sincehis releasesiz has-

nreportedthreetlmes _

J agﬁ -. However, despite fiis. ~
S “age and poor condition. .
<. - hell su]lmanage fo move';

W T
o . The distances between_j

Slghtlngs ‘haye totalled :

- Aberfoyle/Phedsants . By Steven Wardand -~

' moré than two
wmghed 9. 7kgs, and in kilometres!

: poor condition, with Fmally itis fénfasnc tov_.-

numerous okd: scratches note thatnew koalas are -
" on his nose and body, rumm g Up. - -
very tattered ears and. The fact that the last -
worn teeth. ~ twokoalas wereboth .
All this indicates-that mature, means that lhcy
the koala, nicknamed- - woilld have'been alive .
Martin, was fairly old. ~ when our research

The scratches wouldbe  commenced, but have not.

fmmﬁghtswnhoﬂner - beeriseenbefore. - - .
male koalas. - - This means that there

The pads on his feet must beé quitéa few mofe
“were also tough and womn  koalas out there than we .

" indicating that he’d spent  cuirently know about!

alotof time on'the ground . - Toreportakoala :. °

" récently. sighting pleése-call ihé

We think that Mamn University of Westetn - -
has been pushed ont of his = Sydney Macarthur hotline:
" territory by another male  on (02) 9962 9996.

~and will findithardto . - Tohearamale koala
survive. . . bcllowmg call 46203200,
We wonldlike . (and hear whatthe -
tesidentsinthe .~ ~ " residentheard!}- v .

Road area in Wedderbum: -~Robert qm




UNIVERSI‘I'YofWest- NI

em Sydney Macarthur

students 'o;rercn L

1be. " theirbloodstream.

very susceptible to
‘pollution. .. . -

" .:The best time to look

_ for frogs is after dark. and
. afterram, when water‘i% =
" abundant :

< Thewet allows frogs to
move dround much more,
‘aind tolook for mates and-
-lay-eggs it the temporary
poolstormed by theram

5 ,rayﬁsh .
méayofwfnchconsidcr :

although they takéa.
gamble onthé pond
lasting g 'g_h

specifically’ mmg £6,

kill off frogs which weoald }
<. have hielped wcontral the.
- insects free' cfchary' B

: 1mportant role..
" are classed &svuherable

R --...Wewﬂldlscussﬂw ._ "-'
livés of these frogs fiv*-
i me:edemﬂmmmre

; theﬁ Skiﬂ ﬂlé)’
weill afso absorb L
__tmﬁesandolher o
l;emlcals direetly into-

~ Tronically, this means
that by using pesticides, -
*.farmers.may accidentally.

: Clearly frogs: serve an -

The Macarthur a:eahas |
two frog species which
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Nowe think of frog
we usnaily also think of ~
waler. Howevm; si)me

. .
unexpected locatlons such
a8 deserts or: dry r:verbeds, _

' a,blhty to burrow i mto < '. _
 thie ground. Burtowing © .

‘powerfaFback Jegsrapush
aside the dirt and spiral

downward into-the:gap ; ..

: created withthé hole ™ ~ -

| ¢hocotate-brown 6a top
and white below,
Unforturiately,; thcﬁf.;lt '
‘Burrom: i S Y :
ilnder'thfg'[%:fwned . froglets. The tadpoles can ;
Species Act as vulnerable.  sometimes be'foundin - - T r@mm T g
ge extends along the deep clear pools in i
‘esstern Victoria  sandstone areas. -
5y The adult frogs are
'wing . active during the w:
g very large . months of the year an:
tadpoles, upto7cmlong - Be distinguished by the -
before they metamorphose owl-like call, whichisa |
{change) into juvenile N soﬁ rapld “hoo hoo hoo” :
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EIRECENTLY we setout to
recapture Franchesca, one

-of our radio-collared |
femalekoalas. . - mac s
We were also am'ungto L

catchher cubbat .

unfoitunately the: ymlﬁgster a

‘had other ideas.

.. While Franchesca .

'qulckly responded to the 3 u
flag, descended the free and
was soor in the catching -
bag, the youngster climbed

part-way down the tree, back along the branch
then jumped to a nearby. . - towards Rob, . - o
branch arid scampered out ~ However,: a mctre ortwo 5

of reach of the flagpole. ﬁ‘om Rob the youngster

Franchesca weighed turned and le4pt in one r.eason?ble COﬂdll_iOD- :
7.6kg and was in poor tnotion towm_'ds amﬁ'ler Kerry soon had ear tags
condition; with brown fur,  branch. = ¢

After she'was checked -~ Nommallya k_oalfa

and had her collar changed, 2ssess a jump first io mﬁke B

we released Franchesca sure thatshe-leap is within.
back into the same treeso  their capabilities. AR
that she could join her cub. Unfortunately-forthe - -~ BOTIRG 2
. Two weeks later we youngster the branchit was.

located Franchesca again, . aimning for was machigo - 1
to take amother attemptat . far away and rmssed ithy - -

catching her cub, : ]m]fametre. .

~ Robwassoonupinthe - Toourharrof\wc

tree and the youngster watcheditfall, ... . o TR '
résponded to the flag on the  spread- wgledontatheleaf 7. =Steven Ward

end of thcpole ancl moved  litter below e - - and Robert Close



awhite 1o native Australian toads .

- - found in Australia.

— just below sandstone

s~ “notatoad. In fact, there are

and the introduced cane -
toad is the only real toad -

-~ Thered-crowned -
toadlet is classedasa.
vulnerable species andis . ;
only found within-a 160km’

. radius of Sydney. S |
.- These trogs. tendtohve R |

ridgetops near témporary .
creeks orwaterways. .- |¥
. Bécause these streams
are so unpredictable few of - |
theeggs laid by the
red-crowned toadlet will -
‘surviveto become adults: -
. Conditions must be j j].lSt
right Tor yeung'to snrviv
- Toomiich rain and the'
eggs aiid adpoles canbe :
‘swept outof the pondsin = -4
~whichthey were deposited
‘and-dow info the creek of
_ E\;cr downstream, whepe
- eggs or tadpoles will be
eatenhy fishand oﬂler !

noxious weeds in: your
 garden, and don’tlight *
unpecessary ﬁresm .

To teport a koala
sighting please call the -
tall 7 -hotlineat Umversnty of
(1] lllesand Western Sydney,
lead 1nta local Macarthur on ((YZ) 9962

To hear a male koala
bel}owmg, call (02) 462(
3200.
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Y | CAUGH‘I‘! Steven ward ls plctured holding Grant ‘a male koala found in Kenﬂyn, that fought hard '
to escape. . _ _ _ "Photo: DANNY LETT_‘

Caught ter fierce strug gle

T OUR Campbelltown koala _ ‘koala was just out of ]:us ‘Grant (or should thatbe
“ear-tagClubisopento - Lo . reachit tumed and jumped Grunt?) was taken fora °
. koalas of all ages! s P ... toalowerbranch, eludmg veterinary inspection by.
- The-only requirement is . mzc s Steven. - Teri Bellamy at Canley -
that members be out of the _ ~~  Robsoon clambered Henghts Veterinary Chinic.
.__pouch IR Y ' down to aew position " < Grant was in good
Onir mostsecent and this time Stevenused  condition, despite some -
‘member, however,hag . " thepoleand flagtobring ~ weartohisteeth, -
been out of the pouch for = - the koalatowards Rob..  ~  Heivas fitted with -
six to eight years! - However, this animal . and then released
‘This koala was spotted was like no other Rob had ‘g were intrigned to-.;
by our volunteer - . - encountered. - = diseover that Grant was
radiotrackers (who : : It slashed wnh its. teeth,- | -miature male diathas -7
incidentally are doinga - -male. Thekoalawasina . flashed with its claws and ° presumably béen iving, .
 great job). . large Blackbuti eucalypt '_ . wriggled and lunged all the clpseto  Kentlyn'for: many -
' They initiallythought - and we sooiihadour 20 . . while. - .- yeats, yét we havenot -
. that the koala wasthe .~ metre wnre ladder strung In fact, Rob was amaz.ed ' S
female {Shitley)that they lip * when he finished upwith * *
- were trackingnear - Robwassoonhlghupm thekoalamthcbagand
-Georges RiverRoadin - thie tree and Steven - - only two niinot gashesm
Kentlya. - ‘followed a short while . higownlegandjeans. - . sighting please call the. .

However, they sooh “after.: . " Once on the ground it hotline at University:
realised that thiskoalahad =~ Robihénusedtheflag  became apparent that Rob - - Western Sydney,

- onﬂleendofthepoleto _ M 96
" halsotaddlarge . fork: where Stevén was bag, 33 welghcd E
domed head which. - '-.pnmttoned : -~ wh ing 10.95kg. -
. __suggesled that it was a : However, when th ; . oala, mcknamed
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Long way to come

YOU may have heard on
the radio or read about a
koala that tumed ap at
Lapstone in the lower
Blue Mountains.

The animal was a
four-year-old mate and
the first koala recorded in
the Blue Mountains since
1967 — an exciting find.

" He was in poor
condition and the pads on
his feet showed signs of
wear indicating that he’d
been on the ground for
quite a white,

He may haveé travelled
a considerable distance -
but from where?

Our own studies have
shown that some young
animals have travelled for
20km from
Campbelltown,

Thus, a journey to

Lapstone is possible from -

any of the nearest known
koala colonies: Colo
River 40k to the north,

Cowan 50km to the.
north-east, Oakdale 35km
to south or
Campbelltown, 35km to
the south east.

Alternatively, he may
have come from an as yet
undiscovered colony.

Yet another possibility
is that he is an escapee
from a wildiife park.

Because of this
possibility, NPWS
officers do.not want to
release him until his DNA
has been tested.

Thls teslmg is now

- vnderway and should tell

us whether he is a local
animal.

Omnce the DNA results
are known, he will be
radio-collared and

released in a suitable area.

Recently a volunteer
team of Clancy’s future
radio-trackers came to
Campbelltown to learn
from Steven, the tricks of
the radio-tracking trade.

They also sawus
release Grant, a newly
captured animal that we
described in last week's
column. -

We suspect that the _
volunteers will have a -

tongh job tracking Clancy.

He will probably continue
his journey till he finds a
new colony of koalas.

This journey could take

several months and
involve travelling many
kilometres.

Wlldllfe officers are
debating whether they
should release him near a

“known colony and so

reduce his journey.

However, this plan
might alter the nataral
process of movement
which is s¢ important for
the survival of natural -
populations of koalas.

We believe that he
should be released in
bushland as close as
possible-to the point of
capture, even if it does
make the radio-trackers’
job anightmare,

To report a koala
sighting please call the
University of Western
Sydney, Macarthur
hotline on (02) 9962

9996,

Tohearamalekoala -
bellowing call (02) 4620
3200 :

B By Steven Ward and

Robert Close
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'Another cub

THISweek,anupdateUna

well-known koala in the
Kentlynarea:Lyn. |

Lyn was first captored i in-
February 1996 in Kenllyn
Primary School, to the
gieat delight of both
stadents and staff.

At that time we fitted
Lyn with a radio-collar, but
only two wecks later she
threw the collar,and . -
disappeared from sight for -
the next two years.

_ Lynrea d in
Fébruary 1998, and we
recaptured her and were
pleased to note that she had
a youngster in the pouch.

- We again fitted a
radio-collar, but this time
the collar stayed on so we

were able td'follow her _ :

movements. |
- WhenLyn'scub
emierged from the pouch

large it was compared to- -
the cubs of other femaie
lmalas
B nfortunately however,
_we were also taken by b
surprise when Lyn’s cu
moved away fromLyn very
carly about Septertiber. -
- Backin Febguary, the
Y00 smadl’

. camrear-tags,':\ oW

Perhaps jitis sitting ina

Kemlyn backyard now!
*In early December we

.agam caught Ly cha

hegradio-coltar: ;

.. Lyn weighed'an

- time, was i good
condmon, andto ot

i} sweSSk alﬂné o
pres 5 : .ByStevenWardand
: _obertClose L

me s
koala
ol

. dellght had a youngster -

ahoyt six weeks old, about 3

-, eight centimetres long.

Calculating backwards -

. froth the age of the-

youngsterand a 35 day
pregnancy would mean that
Lyn became pregnancy in
early September, right
about the time when her

“back young moved off!

- Perhaps the attentions of_'

. the male courtingLyn - -
. forced her young cubio
wewere surprised at how " moveoff; male koalas * -
.aren’t very romanuowhen

- theyhave an mterest m a.

. femile koalaand. -
youngsters tend (o get in

the way!

We look forward to

seeu{gLyn s newcub

maturing throigh 1999,

":and this time we’ ila]low
formefactmalths

9996; To tieat & male koala

‘bellowing, call (02) 4620 ©

3200







-we could report on .
[ spur-winged plover (aI Q-
known as the :




A KOALA whose move-
ments wé havebeen -
following is Sarah, the
danghter of another koala
we are tracking,  ~
Franchesca. -

Sarah’s.collarbattery -
was running low; so Steven
set ont on a hot-day this
month-to capture her so that
the collar could be
changed.

" Assisting Stevenwasa
volunteer climber, a radio -
tracker, and three people
from the team who are
following Clancy, the
Lapstorie koala.

The first cha]lenge was
to find Sarah, as she had
moved away from her vsual
territory and down into the
steep, rugged O’ Hares
Creek gorge.

" After four hours of hard
going along steep slopes
Sarah was-eventually

—_ — -

me*s '

_koala
- cluh

only six metres off the
ground. -

The trek lhmugh the
bush to find Sarah was

_good practice for the
-voluntecrs tracking Clancy,

as they will have to work
hard to keep up with him
following his movements

" out in the Blue Mountains.
-Once the equipment was -
lugged to Sarah’s tree,

Steven and the climber
were soon up the tree and

Sarah Wwas s00n safely ina -

catching bag.-

Sarah was lhen .
inspected by vetTeri
Bellamy at Austral
Veterinary Clinic and was-
in good condition,
weighing 6.5kg.

-We were also dehghted

‘to discover that she had a
_ - youngster in the pouch that
_ * was less than three days
. locatedina nice shady tree,

old!
. Because wecaught .
Sarah when she was stilla

* youngster riding around on

Franchesca’s back, we
kinow Sarah was just under
one year old when we F rst

caughther.

. Sarah having a cubis

. excellent news because we

now know that female -
Campbelltown koalas can

“start breeding at ﬂree years

old.
We will also be able to

momtor the cub’s progress
to see if it survives its first

_ -To 'further._help usto
determine how well
Campbelltown koalas are.
breeding we need 1o work
oui what the average
lifespan is for a female

- Campbelltown koala. -

This way we can work

. -out how many young a
- female can expect to raise

during her lifetime.
As a koala might live for
10to 15 years in the wild

“this will take a little longer:

though! :
. Toreportakoala -
sighting please call the

. University of Westem
' Sydney, Macarthur hotline

on (02) 9962 9996.

To hear a male koala. -
bellowing call (02) 4620
3200. _

-STEVEN WARD-
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Cute and cudc 1 ’puZZT

IT MAY takc sofe VEars Thigy _dentlﬁ

- but-we expect: thigt one:o _
the young koalas moving wallamos ~ - venture out of the -
| outof the Campbelltown .. - Although the name o vegetatlon while people are
population will eventually . suggests that a‘wallaroo is amund : '
find its way to Mount - -, - something betieen a- s more hkely,
Annan Botanical Gardens, -+ kangatoo anda wallaby it hewever, that oecasionaﬁy
Tts journey will probahly is actually 4 large kangamo - animals have apfived at the
,bgaerossA‘pmeoadﬁmn . .. - - Wallabies and kangaroos. - gardens from the Nepean:
the Georges Riverand. s aH comefronithesame valley or perhaps from the
alongoneofthecreek—lmes et g ----fmmlyandthed:stnwhon .ndgetoﬂxenorthofthe
thatruap from AppinReoad .- S i betweenthe twogmupsm .. gardens.
10 the Nepean River. . _mtmducedspecm_ based solely onsize. - -~ 0 It maywe havelakﬂn
. Onceonthebanksofthe: ~ However, they did finda. - Anaduit lcmlgamohas a e nmh and Fa
Nepesn, the koala will ofz

) &o@m fmtlmgthofzscmor

move past the Menangle :
Pacewayandupaside - . The waﬂamo is
creek by the coal washery ... Singe “someétimes called ahiil
ofup theé new Camden bush. kangariy N because it like
corrdor to the gardens. Occash " “hilly, rocky coantry, -
" -Stadenits from - a | yy ~ Thesouthernend of _
“University of Western on the freeway TU. .. ¢ Annan seems tosuit them g’
Sydney Macarthuic have More recently, -7 well and the stadents ~ - female arethem at the same
long been interested inthe kamgarcos have been - counted six animals of - time to start a family.
arfival of native mammais ' spotted in the gardens by  differentsexesandages =~ Toréportakoala -
atthe gardens. - staff. - " (males are charcoal grey, - sighting; please callthe -
. Ten years ago. when both - Two Macarmur o -  Wwhileferalesarea . Umversnty of Wesfern ™. -
5 reg Mackney - S Macaﬂhurizotmle
s on (02 9962 9996, To hear
- o e maalekodla bellowmg call
follow-ip sur\cey of It's pcmnble that ﬂie (02) 4620 3200,

‘They found only ' mmmm‘ls in the ga::dens ' wallaroos vére always _tf;ere . +STEVEN WARD



WH'EN UWS Mac’a.rthur
students worked upon their
-project of designing a safe -
and effective koala trap,
Vince Keogh included in
his design report a
fascinating account, taken
from the Saturday
Magazine, December 31,
1836, of an Aborigine
catching a koala.

“The native espied the
animal perched upon the
tree, quite at home. “Me
catch the rascal directly;
said the black and .
proceeded first to cut a thin
pole about 10 feet in length,

“He then tore a long strip
of ropy bark, which he

“fastened to one end of the
polestixthe form of 4 rope or
noose, after which he
commenced climbing the
tree in good spirits, and
confident of success.

‘&g animal, on
&n’mg the approach of
his eneiny,-ascended higher
and higher till he reached
the very extremity of the
leafy bough on the top.of
the tree, while the native,

imounting as high as he

.could safely go, could but
safely reach him with his
pole.

“For a long time he tried
to get the noose over the
head of the monkey :
[koala), and several times -
when the native imagined

- he had succeeded, the
monkey, at-work with his
forehand, would repeatedly
tear it off and disengage
himself.

“The poor animal, as he

looked down upon his -

perplexing adversary,
looked truly piteous and

ridiculous, and we began 1o

think that the black would
fail in his attempt.
- “The native, however,

* ‘growing impatiéntand ~

angry, ascended a step

- higher, till the very tree

bended with his welght

“He tried agalm and
having suceeeded in

slipping the noose over thc '

monkey’s head,

-immediately twisted the- -
pole, as to tighten-the cord. .

"X “Me got him rascal,’
he exclaimed . ..
* *Come along, you

_rascal, come, COIT[E, come,’

he cried, tugging away at.
the monkey. who seemed

. unwilling to quit his post,

“Down they came, by
degrees; the black
cautiously managing his

prisoner; évery now and -
. then making faces at him,
and teasing him, with great

apparent delight and
satisfaction with himself.

. dexterity.

“We oould not but
‘observe the cautious -
manmner it whichhe -

dppeared at times to treat

the monkey, but this
caution, we soon perceived,,

" was very necessary, for- -+ .
when they had descended

to where the tree divided

_into two branches, the

black endeavoured to make

the animal pass him, sothat_ _

he might have d'better .
control over hims. ~ ~ 7 .-
“In so doing the monke'y
made a spiteful catch ot -
spring at the native, but
which he cleverly avoided -

by shifting himself to the

other branch with great

.., s

]

““Atlength, however,

- both the man and the-

monkey arrived nearly to
the bottom of the tree,
when the laiter, being -
lowermost, jumped upon
the ground, got loose, and

- having crawled to the

nearest tree, commmenced -
ascending again. -

“We seized himby the .

rump, thoughtless of
danger, but soon quiit our

- hold when the native, now

enraged, sprung to his
tomahawk and threw it
with such force at the

unlucky animal as to knock

him off the tree!” .. -

Tereport a koala '
sighting, phone UWS -

- Macarthur hotline on (02)

9962 9996..
-=By Steven Ward and
Robert Close

by ’
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AFEW weeks ago we-
- reported that akoala,

- Clancy, had turned upat -

Lapstone in the Blue

Mount‘ains, the first koala

there since 1967.
~ This find showed that

there are always surpnses .

" awaiting us in the bush.

. Now rangers have made '

_another reassuring-
discovery: a colony of

" Birush-tailed rock wallabies ._:

gt Faulconbridge, also in
-the lower Blue Mountains.

" These beautiful,
acrobatic animals have
largely disappeared from
more than half their range -
inNSWand the
well-known colony at
Jenolan Cavesisnow

fenced to protectthe

~animals from foxes.

. Itis amazing thata
colony.should have

. survived in Favlconbridge,

- whete bushwalkers would
be frequent, without .
someone sighting and
reporting them. :

Once, rock wallabies .' o

‘were recorded from - -
O’Hares Creck near -
Campbelitown but there
" have-been no verified
-sightings for 30 years,

Tt would be momeéntous, -

therefore; if some-animals
still remained, perhaps

sheliered in gorges in, the _
Holsworﬂly range. . =

' chooolale brown coat,

Snperﬁ(:lally, they look
like a swamp wallaby,

. which are common in
- Campbelltown. e
Inexperienced people

'I'ISGS

would normally find e
difficult to distinguisha
large rock wallaby froma

" small swamp wallaby.

However, if they saw an

animal leaping from rock to
‘reck and rebounding its

way up a cliff face, they
could not-be mistaken!’
- Toreport akoala -

'\SIghtmg please call the
" hotline at University of
—  Westem Sydney, -

Macarthur on (02) 9962

9996.

To héér amale koala

. bellowing, call (02) 4620

— By Steven Ward and
- Robert Close

‘These Wallables’weLgh_ I

ﬁkg—Sk& have along,
_black Jbushy tail, anda’

WA COLONY of brush-tailed rock wallabies has

been discovered in the Blue Mountains. .-
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Bellows tell a story

koala males to reégp ong.
Male koalas oftcn don

e

T]i@fl_ethod uses two :

A MAIOR part of Stev-
en’s work has been '
locati_iig koalas. -
This is very difficult - - 3
becawnse around
Campbelltown, the koalas
are thinly scatteredin”™ -
suitable habitai (perhaps
one every 20ha to 30ha).
In other places, such as -
Victoria, for example,
there is more than one’
koala a hectare. ' L .
In the Bega/Merimbula- S¢emn to be very discerning
area of southern NSW, the and will call back in
koalas are evenmore -~ . - FSSponse Lo passing
difficult to find than round _ 2ircraft, the slamming of
here. Volunteer searchers .~ tuck doorsand human -
have spent hundreds of imitations of their calls.
hours combing the bush . . In fack, both Aboriginal
and have fourid only fecal ~ and European hunters,
pellets (scas) to prove that have used the koalas’
koalas exist. response to human
State Forests personnel; - -bellows to locate their
however, have located two  PEEY-
animals for radio-tracking,. . Researchers from State
by thieltechhitine of—-—-Forests reasoned-thatthis
playing a tiped callof a method la:aﬁ@}mbempful
koala.outatross the still . for surveying koatas ™ -

imsearghied

o _lndppeﬁdent _

hsteners, stattoned 50m
apart who play the tapes at

" moderate volume without

special amplification.
When both listeners

* - independently hear a
response, which-could be a

‘bellow or merely a grunt, _
they record a presence of a
koa]a

- They say thatif a koala
is on a hiigh point across a
“valley for example, that -
they can hear him from a

- distance of 2km.

. In other areas, however,
the call may only be heard

fora 100m or so. .

. Top study the area from
the Victorian border to
torth of Bermagul an area
of 8000 sq m, the
researchers played the
tapes at 140 randomly
selected sites and recorded
only four koala replies.

From this and other |
evidence, they calculate

- that the entire area may
" hold only 1000 to £400

koalas.

- researchers, however; who
base their surveys on-
searching for scats,
estimate that the same area

‘holds only 50'to 100
~ koalas..

Whichever esu.matc is _

“more correct, the total

number is still extremely
fow.

State Forests have now
extended their play-back
survey as far northas

Nowra, and coriclude that
. a'scattered, low-density

population continues -

throughout the area..

These low populauon

. estimates are consisterit

with our estimates for
koala populations from
Sydney to Mittagong. .

" Toreportakoala . -
sighting callthe
University of Western

Sydney Macarthur hotline
- on (02) 9962 9996.

" To hear amale koala
bellowing call (62) 4620
3200.

- ROBERT CLOSE

" and STEPHEN WARD
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oco monsomeofthe

koalas that we catch and -
{ this allows us'to find the: mas s /

: kualalater

m‘?“eo¥ia?’§2r‘?€$?§ﬁ Roaia

3_.'_.accu:acy :
The US lmlltary whlch
( velo d the system, was. |

d radn t{ansmiﬂer _'hang unde";_
afre by Bretl Tyler

well as bushwalkers. .
find thexr locaﬂon on l.ha electronics buff ﬂlmks - & would thenuse the
‘globels T 7 “that one could be adapted ~ “rddiocollar to focate the
" GPS units commi "-tnﬁtakoala with the help * koala,.and downl
the locations that

Reynalds, fmm B

ciin “seel enough - _ . C _
: vsawllm,zdwycah wml; S __They will rn,akej a s _Beoauss we only =
opr.animals once a week, O

dutthedr pos:tion onihe - prototype combining a’.. -, o
| suixf radiocollarand GPS unit. "  this new information will |~ 9962
i : " = Brett then hopes totest  tell us much mote about
becn readily -accessiblefor  the prototype on a koala how farkoalas mawe
anumber of yeafs, but . - for a short time. . during an average.da: and
‘fecenidy the pricé has. . So how will this. help‘? - what habieat they pre
'dmpped consuderably and . Well iforie of the small:  This wouldn't tell us










Scratch, me happy

BEFORE Steven joined the
koala study, Rob Close and
assistants used to survey
for koalas by walking
through selected koala
habitat and recording the
number of grey gums (a
type of eucalypt used by
koalas) with scratch marks
on the bark.

" Obviously, for this to be
effective, you need to be
able to identify koala
scratch marks.

Of the several animals
that leave scratches, the
MOSE COMIMmon are
brush-tailed possums or
£0annas.

Two local species of
goanna are thelace
monitor and heath monitor.

Goannas often climb
trees in search of prey.

When they do so, their
long sharp claws can leave
scratch marks, which look
like long S-shaped
furrows.

The goanna uses an
intrigning method of
avoiding detection by
peopie. As humans

‘Macarthur Advertiser, Wednesday, March 24. 1999

approach its tree, it will
move to the opposite side
of the trunk.

If you walk around the
tree to observe it, the
goanna will also move,
keeping the tree trunk
between you both.

So to geta good look
you generally need at least
two people!

Of the two species
found in the local area the
lace monitor, Varanus
varius, is more common
and widespread than the
heath monitor, Vararnus
rosenbergi, which is
classed as vulnerable,

They are similar in

appearance and can easily
be mistaken, Both have the
long sinuous body, long
neck and tail which are

- typical of goannas.

The lace monttor has
dark grey skin with
vellowish banding across
its body, forelegs, and
head. .

The heath monitor is
also dark grey with
yellowish bands on the tail
and back, but with many
fine yellow and cream
speckies on the rest of the
body.

The heath monitor is
also smaller in size, up to
1.4m long, while the lace

‘monitor can be up to 2m

fong.

Both species feed
mainly on live prey
including insects, rodents,
reptiles, birds and frogs,
but they may also cat
carrion (animals that have.
been dead for some time). .

We have also observed a
goanna in the
Campbelltown bushland
raiding a sulphur-crested

cockatoo’s nest for eggs -
with the cockatoos quite
upset about the invasion!

Unfortunately heath
monitors are valnerable to
habitat toss and
fragmentation, being killed
on roads and from
poisoned baits aimed at
foxes. -

" They are also affected
by loss of medium to large
hollow logs that may be
used as shelter, as
unfortunately these logs
are often used as fuel for
wood fires. '

So when you next walk
through the bush,
remember to look out for
goannas,

One may be hiding
behind a tree trunk!

To report a koala
sighting please call the
University of Western
Sydney, Macarthur hotline
on {02) 9962 9996.

To hear a male koala
bellowing call (02) 4620
3200,

— By Steven Ward
and Robert Close



AS part of his commltmem
to Mac’s Koala Club,
Steven Ward has often
given talks to local schoels
about Campbelltown’s
koalasand his_ work W1th
them.

However, since he has -

: started writing up his-
thesis, Stevenhashad to
concentrate on that work.

. Sowhen Thomas -
Reddall High School asked
for a visit from Steven,
Robert Close decided to
give the talk instead.

He has special intérests
in Thomas Reddall, as one
of his daughters has just
graduated from there and
his other daughter is in
Year 10.

He is also president of
the School Council. _

In addition, one of the
Science teachers askmg for
the visit, Jarrod Evans, is a

former university student

of Robert’s.

- Jarrod remembers with
pleasure an undergraduate
field trip on-which we -
‘captured Molly in 1992 to
change her radio collar,

.. ‘Sowith Roger, the _
stuffed koala, under his

arm, a collection of koala

skuils, a jar of fecal pellets,
photographs and a video .

sequence of a koala capiure:

(Molly again), Robert set
off to ralk to a group of 50
Year 9 studenis and a -

_srilaller group from Year
1 !

He found them attentive

and well-behaved but was -
struck by their responses to

- anumber of questions,

‘Firstly, the students
seeméx 10 be unaware that
the Georges River and &ll
its astractions runs so close
to where they live.
Secondly, apart from

kangaroos, they could not

-sighting, phone tile UW

suggest any of the several

other nmrsu_pnals, suchas -
ring-tail, pigmy and

" brush-ail possums,

antechinus and the séveral

species of glldcrs that.share

their area. g
Thebushlandof -
Campbelltown can enrich -
our lives in'so many ways -
and is a fantastic resource.

Ouryoung people -

. should be growmg up usmg' :

and valuing its many .

- pleasures..
-aradio collar, collection of
- ‘reading this article will -

Ihopethatparents .

consider introducing thett‘ g

children to our bushland.
Joining the locat:

Macarthur branch of the

. National Parks

Association, w]nch f:as
many bushwalks along the B

- Georges River, magood :
 waytostart. - -

To reporta koala .

Macartiur hotlneon ©2
9962 9996, to hear amale .-

koala bellowing calli(02) "
: 4620 3200.. )

o andStevenWand
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Death adders Ha ' azard

WHEN we and out volun-" - .

‘teers are tracking koalas

| with radip collatsor .

searching for new koalas

we are, of course, often

| looking up into thie trees.
But we alsohave to be

aware that there are some

hazards-on the ground. One

of these is the Death Adder-
‘(Acanthophis antarticus),
pictured at right.

Most snakes will feel the
vibration from your steps
as'you walk through the

buSha“.d“"lthenmove — e
'maefs
imm
club

offand hasacreamor
yellow worm-like segment.
It wriggles its tail near . .
* its héad as a worm-like bait
when it 3ehses prey nearby.
The adder will aften be”
covered with soil or leaves,

away.

- To a snake, a human is
not prey and is a possible
threat so they generally try
to avoid contact with us.

. “The Death Adder relics -

onits camouflage to avoid " -
encoumermg .

So you may walk tigh
overa Death Adder wuhout
even realising it. Death
Adders are usually around
40cm long but can grow up
t080cm. -

They have a distinctive
wedge-shaped head and a
thick grey body with red or
yellowish cross bands.

The tail quickly tapers

' makmg it almost invisible,

- When thie bird or Iizard

.- grabs for the worm-like tail
- tip; the adder strikes.

The chance of being
" bitten by a Death Adder is -

small, you'd probably have

to step on one before it
would bite.

The Death Adder is alscr. _
- snake with only her bare
~hands. - .

uncommon, although one
was encountered by Rob’s
Environmental Science

‘class during an exercise in. *
Campbelltown’s bushland. .

. Asthe Death Addetis.
s extremely poiscnous it
makes good sense to loock
where you put your feet

whllst walkingin the bush. .
Steven has also
encountered a Death Adder :

- as a school student on a

camp in the northof -
Western Australia;
A friend of Steven's

_ found what she thought

was a lizard. She bent down -

‘to-pick it-up, but then

thought hetter of it.

Instead, she borrowed
another student’s floppy
hat and scooped up the
creatures;

When she showed itto -
one of the biologists he was
quité concerned and asked -
twice if she had been bitten,

When satisfied she had -
not been bitten, he.
explained that it was'a
Death Adder.

She was very'glad

_ indeed that she changed" her

mind about picking up the

To report a koala

f ‘sighting please call the

Uuivérsity of Western-

~ Sydney, Macarthur hotline

on (02) 9962 9996, Call -,

(02) 46203200 10 hear a
- male koala bellowing.



(hscweshowthe

'hashélped oar keala: -
| researchiby reporting
mghtmgs tous. -

- The bpok devebped
| fiom: g confereiics tun by
‘the Emfegrcal Soctetyof -
Ausiralia; at which Steven

was acontributor.”

- ouramcle (chapterls)_ '

1 Campbelitowi ﬁommumty_: = o
- the wmmg is clear and

- scrence isof high quality..
: sther -

@ramcle,andﬂwse o ) :
6. o commynicating sciesitific - .'mdely available, scientist3
tesults co. 0 communicate with the

understandable and thacthi

The, l‘e_ferees

: -The iemwmg-pracess“
_ essential for eénsuring o many scientific journals
reliable resulis andisa . . only if univetsity libraries.

Bechuse ;ownalsamn 3

pubhc inother: ways,rsuch
15, teIewmon

back by the vefereesto the
al{thors for revision, wInch

‘appund 30 per oesntofali

h Cmpbeﬂtown library.
‘information there,.

iblic, incl ‘pastcopnes '
Puglurkoalacolsmns a.




"

led attractwe native oderit,
o Wealso_eaughta




were: conmdwcred, hut
‘contribytion was s it;
vethical o have native
animais-as pets”.

Usmg some ofPaul s .
(deas o this chk’soolumn




contmue toattack -
- . Animals will aIso R




e

changein dlji'knowledge
of koala populations
.around Sydney.

In 1994 an article was
-published in the Sydney
Morning Herald -

containing the Australian
‘Koala Foundation's

THIS Wéékwé"look atthe |

TR

estimates of the aumber of “ ¥

‘koalas in different
popu}auons L
Thie updated map ¢ show
partially due to our
‘research and your support,
that things are npow
“looking a bit rosier,
.- Wenow know that the -
population at Kentlyn is a
s;gmﬁcaat one.
In addition we know
that koalas are breeding in

the Cordeanx, Nepean and

- Avon Dam eatchinents.
However we have less

- infotmation from this area _

s0 our estimate of koala -

muntbers in this area couid _

.be inaccurate:

To the west, thé recent

re-discovery of kcalas in -
the Blue Mountains is
patticularly significant, as
-1 1994 it was thought that
this population was’
extinct,. :

- Ttiis population’ may
-#ls0 help to link our
southem Sydiiey koala

populations with thoseto . _'

the north, - .
Notrth of Sydney, the -
pncmre appears much the .

- same as in 1994, although

the density of koalas in the
Ku-Ring-Gai.Chase

National Park is probably

’ hablxat,

'leng-lerm survival,

B Yethe other popu}atwns .

" similarto that in southem -
~Sydney. '

So what does all thls .
mean for the koalas?

Unfortunately, the
threats to koalas remain
the same; clearmgof e

ammﬂl&are' o

“Nevertheless, kolas.
remam difficult to'spot, so..
Jour mghtings in the

southern Sydney region. - *
- will help us id better . -

reveal what our koalas are. :
domg o .
Who knows, there

‘Wacanhur Adveriiser, Wednesday, -May 19, 1999




S

-~ We niow need an mdex
of topics so that we can

keeptl'af:k of our stories.

' columns we have. gwen

So-to help us, Rob’s -
aughter has been.
oimpiling the index,

- When It’sfimf‘.hed, we ﬂ

them

“thear ﬁompeople whea - .
have a topic they would like

- Box 555

_ hlmtmg

‘mainly possants and

We‘d also be. mtereslcd

S to tackle. write t0 Robeart
Close, UWS Ma_carthur, PO

Froim péri

Soto remédy this we

-will start with the Powerful

Owl (Niriox strenua). |

The Powerful Owl is the .

largest Austrahan owlthe -

] malehasa wmgspan ofup

to E3m., - :

Irhasa deep *woo-h0o™
call which may be used for
communicating with other
owls-over a number of .

Kilometres. -

" This is tmportam as each
owl uses a_larg_e are for

Food: mbludes mannnals,
glidérs, and’ oocasmnally

youngkoalas and other
one of these fantastic birds.

birds.

The Powerful Ow] uses -

hollows or cavities in large, -

' old trees for nest sites,

usually on hillsides in
heavy forest,

- The breeding season ls
befween May and

. September and twoeggs.
may be laid.

As Powerful Owls each

' pead large areas, densities
. are pormally very low.

: . _'gmehstof .

""‘toplcs}co\réfédmfar we v
. réalised thit we Fiave - :

_written little about our local

" birds. .

“Tts presence close to

“towns depends on suitable

. ‘habitat; especmlly the large,

old tiees.

Two of these’ large and

beautiful birds were .
. recently discoveredin . .
- Pheasants Creek,
- Wedderburm; by John :
" Caliaghan and Hane

Thompson from the .

__.AustrahanKoala .
" Foundation; whilé they’
-were putting final touches
- tptheir Campbelliown
” Koala Plan of Management:

- Pethaps you too will see -

To report a koala:
sighting, please call the
hotline at University of

“Western Sydney, -
. Macarthur 0n(02) 9962
L9996,

Tohear a male koala

.bellowmg, call (024620

3200. Steven Ward and
Rob"'rt Close ' .

‘Macarthur. Advertiser, Waednesday, -May 26, 1999



Few

left:

Black Is
beautiful

AN endangered bird spe-
cies seen in the Macarthur
area is the glossy black
cockatoo,
Calyptorhynchus lathami.

These birds feed
extensively on seeds from
casuarinas, (also called
she-oaks), although they
will also eat eucalypt and
acacia seeds and the larvae
of wood-borers.

The cockatoos eat by
biting off the casuarina
cone, holding it in one foot
and picking the seeds out
with their beaks.

Where there are many
casuarinas, the glossy
blacks may live
permanently, but where the
casuarinas are scarce the
birds are often nomadic,

Glossy blacks are found
in pairs, or in small groups
of up to 25 consisting of
several families.

The glossy black
cockatoos is 460mm to
500mm in length, with the
tail making up about half
of this.

The plumage is dark
brown to brown-black, and
the tail has a broad band of
bright red feathers near the
end.

The female also has
yellow patches on the side
of the neck and head.

The call is a soft drawn
out “tarr-red”,

This call distinguishes it
from the slightly larger
red-tailed cockatoo which
has a harsher, louder call.

It can alsobe
distinguished by
orange-yellow bars on the
plumage underparts of the
female red-tailed cockatoo
and the absence of a crest

mac's
koala
club

in the male glossy black.
Like powerful owls in last
week s column, the glossy
black nests in tree hollows,
and a single white egg will
be laid in the breeding
season which is from
March to August.

The male assists the
female in rearing the
young.

The main limitation on
the distribution and
numbers of the glossy
black cockatoo is the
amount of casuarinas
present and of course the
prevalence of tree hollows.

As we have reported in
earlier columns, eucalypts
do not develop tree
hollows till aged about 70
years.

So clearing, such as we
have recently seen at St
Helens Park, has the
potential to affect the
distribution of this
beautiful bird.

To report a koala
sighting please call the
hotline at University of
Western Sydney,
Macarthur on (02) 9962
9996.

To hear a male koala
bellowing, call (02) 4620
3200.

B By Steven Ward and
Robert Close.

'_Macarthur Advertiser, Wednesday, June 2, 1999
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SHIRLEY, one of our two.

Kentlyn females fitted
with radio collars, had
two sets of visitors
recently.

The first was a group of
Year 11 biology students
from Thomas Reddall
High School, who came
to see our radio-tracking
methods and to appreciate
the ecology of our local
koala population.

_The second was a class
of science degree students
from UWS Macarthur
who, we hoped, would
help us catch Shirley to
replace the battery in her
collar and check her
health and the contents of
“her pouch.

The Thomas Reddall
group found Shirley in a
small, densely foliaged
Turpentine tree in the
creek line that runs.
through her territory.

We expected her to
have a large cub aboard.

mac's

oala

club

but she carefully avoided
giving us a clear look at
the pouch.

Leaving Shirley to her
musings, we walked two
hundred metres to the cliff
line over looking the
Georges River, so that the
students could appreciate
the extent of Shirley’s
territory and the beauty of
the Kentlyn bushland.

Unfortunately. the
lookout site was
despoiled by an array of
rubbish, clearly left
recently by people who

had cooked a meal there.

Plastic bottles, chip
packets, tin cans, food
wrappings, ropes, utensils
and clothing were spread
.over the area and
detracied from our
enjoyment of the bush and
river. :

We carried the mess
out and left the site as it
should have been, but the
thoughtlessness of the
campers made us wonder
about the future of our
superb bushland.

If koalas are to survive
inthe area and if
succeeding human
generations are to enjoy
them and the bush, then
we must all be
responsible.

The following day, the
university group found
Shirley not 50 metres
from her previous tree,
again in a Turpentine.

This tree was tall and
slender and only a metre

from a sluh and even

taller Blackb

‘Shirley was almost out
of reach of our flagging
pole and bemg now

~ experienced in dealing

with humans, she speedily
hopped across to the
Blackbutt and climbed -
casually up to a safe
vantage point.

Further pursuit would

‘have been unsafe for

humans and koala so we
gave up the attempt.

Fortunately. her battery
is still sending out a
strong signal so we have
some time yet to find her
in a more suitable tree.

To report a koala
sighting please call the
hotline at University of
Western Sydney,
Macarthur on (02)
9962 9996.

To hear a male koala
bellowing, call (02) 4620
3200. Steven Ward and

Raobert Close,
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MAC’S
KOALA CLUB

Happy Birthday this month to: =
Renee Benkovich - Lisa Close - Lauren ﬁ .
Hoban - Mathew Cupitt - Ethan Upton -
Lucy Chapman - Petra Majurdic - Claire
Gunton - Raquel De Vries - Jared De Vries -
Ann Maria Lewis - Timothy Rutledge - James
Cassar - Sarah Coffey - James Burke - Zoe
L Lucas - Schoenfeld Millie - Bridget Potts -
Brianna Bowden - Sophie Green

To join Mac’s Koala Club fill in the coupon below and
bring it to the:

Advertiser

263 QUEEN STREET, CAMPBELLTOWN
FREE MEMBERSHIP BAG ON JOINING

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY

JUMPING J-JAvS  FERATAN
CASTLE HIRE P/L -

......................................................

e N B B e L e b
Pleodr: - e Paterol Bl i s amase s

Parents Signature: ................... PRORE; 7o nal e

g




Owl

Nno

hoot for
budgie

WE recently received a fas-
cinating letter from a
reader, Mrs Joanne
Douglas, in response to our
recent column on the

| | Powerful Owl.

We enjoyed her story so
much that we asked her
permission to printit. . .

“I have just put down the
local paper down after
reading the article Terrific
Owl Power.

“I"'m very excited as this
has confirmed a sighting
had approximately two
months ago in
Rosemeadow,

“*My family was having
breakfast at our table at 8
one morning looking out
our glass sliding doors onto
a pergola with a covered
roof and a railing at waist
height.

“Ihave abudgieina
cage which was on a hook
under the pergola.

“When I first looked
when opening the blinds
she looked a little
distressed, however,
because I was running late
with breakfast I thought I
would check her a little
later.

“Within minutes my
children and husband were
urging me to come and look
‘at the big bird on our
pergola.
~ “To my total amazement
there was a huge owl sitting
on the railing of our
pergola.

“Its claws were nearly
the size of my hand. it was
so big.

“However, the first thing
1 thought of was my
budgie.

*I ran for the back door
and after noticing my
movement inside the owl
flew up into a large
gumtree in our back yard.

“My children got to see
this, which I hope they
remember forevermore.

“There is nothing more
inspiring than seeing nature
atits finest.

“When I reached my
budgie it was obvious the
owl had been on the tiny
little cage shaking it

mac’'s
Koala
cliib

around. There was water
and food everywhere and
my poor little bird’s heart
was nearly jumping out of
her chest (she survived
though).

“We were so shocked at
seeing such a huge majestic
bird, and under our pergola
into the bargain. I just
didn’t think this kmd of
bird would be in
Campbelltown.

*This was so exciting for
my children and myself;
I'm sure it’s something we
won't forget for a long
time.

“I guess my budgie
won't either. I took her
inside for the next few
nights just in case the owl
decided to try again.

“Tam certainly glad to
hear the owls are okay and
do have a home relatively
close by.

“Maybe some other
Iucky person will have the
opportunity to see them.™

. . . We hope so too!
(It’s no wonder that
Joanne’s budgie’s heart
was jumping.

As acom,
budgie perched besxdc a
powerful owl would be like
a human standing beside a
six-metre high
Tyrannosaurus rex!) Thank
you for that great story
Joanne! :

To report a koala
sighting please call the
hotline at University of
Western Sydney.
Macarthur on (02) 9962
9996.

To hear a male koala
bellowing, call (02) 4620
3200.

M By Steven Ward and
Robert Close.

Macarthur Advertiser, Wednesday, June é3. 1999




RECENTLY we reported
that Shirley, one of our
radio-collared koalas at
Kentlyn eluded us when we
attempted to capture her for
a collar change.

A couple of weeks later
our volunteerkoala
trackers informed us that
she looked to be in avmh]e_
tree for a catch.

When we arrived with
thc catching equipment -
Shirley was only about
three metres from the
ground.

_ However, again sensing
that something wasup,
Shirley climbed higher and
out of our reach of our flag.

Not deterred we setup
our wire ladder and Rob
quickly ascendedtoa
branch opposite Shirley’s.

However, the day was
windy and Rob soon found
himself swaying back and
forth like a sailor aloft in a
storm. -

Nevcrtheless, Rob

manoeuvred the flag above'

Shirley’s head, but was -
espemall y careful to back

_Macarthur Advertiser,

nes

~ couple of tries, she
~ managed to climb across to

mac’s
koala

“off if Shirley moved far out

to the small branchiets, as
we were worried that the

Wednesday, June 30, 1999

koala

swollen, but would have
-been much worse if not for
his catching gloves

A veterinary mspecnon
showed Shirley to be :
excellentin health,
wea a% inat 8kg.
: so had a young
male cub, nicknamed
Frank?abouts_;x months old
-and soon to emerge from

_ the pouch.

~ The cub was fully
furred, about 20 cm long
and with small

strong wind could dislodge * needle—sharp claws with

her.

The wind also brought
neighbouring branches -
close enough to Shirley to
herto grab. and aftera

Rob’s branch.

Rob then used the ﬂag o

persuade Shirley close

- enough for him to grab and

then wrestle into the
catchingsack.
Rob didn’t go unscathed
however, as Shirley bit him
_firmly on the fingers.
This later became quite

which he dug intoRob’s
beard whilebeing
inspected.

Rob now appreciates
why Shirley winced

~ noticeably as Frank

clambered back into her
uch!
_ Shirley and Frank were -
soon back out enjoying the
Kentlyn bushland — despite

the windy conditions.

Toreporta Koala -
sighting please call the
University of Western

- Sydney Macarthur hotline

on (02) 9962 9996.
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LAST week we recounted
“how on a frip to locate koala |
Shirley with aclass from
“Thomas Reddall High- . -
School we discovered and
cleaned upa disgusting pile
of campers’ rubbish.

Later that day we
encountered another
-example of vandalism when
“We visited the famous Bull
Cave.’

_ TheBull _C_‘ave OCCULTS On
the perimeter of koalaLyn’s
1 and contains a huge
Aboriginal cave painting of
abull. -

Unfortunately, the
marvellons painting has'
been defaced by orange
spray paint.

Moreover, a massive
metal grille protects the
cave, |

‘The combined effect of
‘the orange defilement and
.thegnmpmen was -
inexpressibly sadness anda .
dreadful commentary on
our society.

- We sl:mggled to look
through the paint and bars to
feel the wonder of the
oeriginal artist who tried 0.
depict the beast that had
suddenly appeared in their
world. - .

The artist in fact hac_l
| recorded a dramatic
moment in history in the
young Buropean colony. -

‘The First Fleeters had
brought with them a simall .-
herd of cattle and had hoped

to rely on the herd for food .

y r N iston
s defaced

in the tough first years -
before farms were
established. o
" Sadly, the herd broke
free:and vamshed
- Years later, the herd or

. offspring were discovered -
-~ in the Camden area, doing
. wellon the fertile river flats.

- The name Cowpastures -
reflects that history,
-We are fortunaie to have -

the cave painting as a’

reminder of thattime bt

. unfortunate that some -
. people in our commuiiity
Tack the ﬂ}oughtfulness w0

appreciate it..
) Once again, we sing the
praises of Campbelltown

- -heritage'and ask that people
) CI‘IJOy and respectit. :

To report a keala

~ sighting please call Lhe

hotline at University of
Western Sydney, Macarthur

on| (02)9962 9996.

To hiear £imale koala

 bellowing, call (02) 4620 -
3200,

- Steven Ward
. and Robert Close




_ B ‘Sydney region and may
) ST e ta{cs over habitats used by
thread, which can'be = as weifas ‘saft-water turtles. - the: native eastern ., -
¥04 | red X _ All freshwater mrtles e
as it movestoa ew researchers. - - have clawed feec with -~ .. Theyw : Pro
saterhole and,. | . ~Cate is-taken that only - webbingBetween the toes " introduced 1
unfortunatcly, th&y dre .those antitnals which are- -and mgidy feed onwater  Where they are legally so
nﬂzna‘m by cm‘s 55 tﬁey do  largeenongh so that the . insects, frogs, titipoles, fish. | - Note that it is illegal
- Gottop spool isnota. “and sormefimes plant o i sywhich »

: Some rﬁsearchers have - - burden, are selectdd. niau:nal L > ingludes turt
tracked tortles” movemems'_- ‘i a few days, any ..~ They are fally aquam: T Ansrabial
by using a techmque called remnant 6f the cotton . (Ihat is they live in water),
spoolmg . thljead willfall off the shell ashiorg:

o This mvolves catchmg s notCansing any’ s
tartlés and for those targe  pérmament dlsoomfortor using
enoyigh, gluing a spool of . ‘burden. spooling technique, it has

cott n thrgad to themshell “Ome group of -
' = : researchers, using thi
rele’ased one end of the - technique, were out ane

been found that the eastery

SR

makeeckedirtleis - iTo hear

emarkablyadeptat - bellgmng,eall{OZ) 4620
ﬁmdxsnedtoncarby . . moming collei : vigatirig between ponds - 32000
‘vegetation and the turtie "'-follo andcollsccu fhey normially takea -StevenWard
r‘ £ ' traiI leftby a turite: ™ Very direct route, except =~ -anid Robert Cloge
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SECOND-year biclogy stu-
dents at the University af
Western Sydsey,
_Macatlhur currently can do
an environmental science
unit with their degree.

_* As part of their activities
students idemify as many
species as possible on the
Campbelitown campts and
prodice a vegetation map.

" Recently the students
discovered what appeared -
to bé a nasty noxious weed
called alligator weed.

A sample will be sent for
verificadon. .

Alligator weed can
rapidly spread froma single’
piece of stem and take over
an area. .

It can grow on both land
and water and can be spmad
downstream by floods, -
tyres, machinery, boats,
trailers, in stock hooves and
through irrigation and
stormwater pipes. _

Altigator weed can choke
waterways so that they are
unsuitable for both fishing
and boating and impact on
the native Australian plants
and animals.

ftisabaneto :
agriculturalisis too: if it is
found in sand, gravel,
agricuitural produce or tarf
then the product cannot be -
moved or sold (so that the
problemisn’t passed onto
others). .

So what can you do about
this nasty weed

“Well; ob\nou&ly it wﬁl be

\Noxious weec
Wlldllfe th reat

mae s
koala

far eas:er to remove 1f its
presence is detected early.

So you can help by
making swre youcan
recoghise the weed if you
see it, and then report it
immediately to your council
or NSW Agricultre.

They can 2lso help with
the best methods to temove
alligator weed. -

- Care must be taken when

rempving alligator weed as
even a small piece ¢an start
anewinfestation. -

Alligator weed has two
leaves on opposite sides of .
its stalk, a while papéry
flower smaller thana
five-cent piece in sprmg o
summer.

It can have an extensive
100t sYstem and the stalks

. can be up to-a metre high.

It also has spear—shaped
(lanceolate) leaves.

The size of the leayes -
raay vary from 2-3cm long,
up to 10cm long, depending
on where it is

- Alligator weed may also
bec with some
native plants.

Dnsungmahmg features

‘to look out for are hollow

sterns {aithough the hollow

-may be pin-sized ifitis

ﬁm\ving on tand) and the
ower grows on a stalk
from the leaf axis (where
the leaf is attached to the
plant stem). :

Farmers should look out
for the weed by checking
water bodies (eg dams) and
banks for the weed. -

1f irrigating or pumping
waler for stock, they should

.- check their pipes don’t suck

afligator weed aul oato their
property.

‘Canoeists can hclp by
making sure that their
canoes are clean, and
waterskiers and e
using boats should check
that the weed tsn’t spread on
the propeller or trailer.

People fishing are also
ideally-suited to looking

.out for alligatot weed.

After atl, you wouldn’t
want it to rota your
favourite fishing spot!

Remember what the
weed looks like and repont
any sightings to your
council or o NSW
Agriculture on 4377 0600,

To report akoala
sighting please call the
Un;;glysity of Westgz:d
Sydney Macarthur hotline
on 9962 9996,

‘Tohear amale kosla -
bellowing call 4620 3200.

B By Sieven Ward and

‘Robert Close.
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using the corridor.

oY Two of our tagged
ﬁ'té"’Gﬁorggs River while out  koalas have been seen in
of Beiitah Forest Hows that patch of woodland,

B Woodhouse Cmek perhaps also usmg the

“knocked off (perhaps now  that part of Appin Road

-erbedded in tyres) leaving .. because there the road - - ---corridor is impertantio -~
‘only-the short, brown passes between two palchgs allow animals, $6iéh 85
wnderfir, - ¢ of woodland. echidna, to move berween
" The anjrnal was amat - Thé easterly patch is the two river. system&

{amale, identified by thespur 10wn as Brown! *sBush:. | Such moverisht s season fof«kualas,
on its ankle and its ile the westerly paichis . o
peiis; which has f Iled Beulah Forest or
{ extensiohs on thétip evicnsly Humewood. -
- July to Angu! iorists would notice
matmg season Hodland because it

so this fellow noday nidins many large, *
}on-the Jookout for a mate ulspotted gims (the
| - Robert was got surpnsed teunk is grey with many -
an amma] hllcd on spots), the only mgmfiéamf
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8,35kg mb.u mnsw mﬂ ..
E45kg. o we:also spoited a hige an.
woﬁm E_Eozgnmg,oo:ﬁ
‘wlitbwe Emoﬁmm .

0% 2 .. dersils next wi

avet inspection,
.._namn._ muﬁ

. ._mon

e mbﬂﬁ.m_.,_ﬁm wantedito -
_identify Frank. later afte
vleaves mr&a s,o wﬁm._

Y ple. eﬁaﬁ_&m?%m
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Batile in the tree tops

6.5kg and in fair,"but not in "
good condition; -

- WE rccenﬂy received a call
‘about a koala in a resident’s
backyard off Hansens Road,

‘Minto Heights - not a good

place to be.

With the he]p of volun—
teers, Steven went to:see if the
“koala could be.captured.

We found the koata Sm up
a peppercorn. tree. byt within "~
reach of the flag on the enid of -~
odr koala pole. However, a’
fence close to the tree pre-

vented the koala cllmbmg
down..

‘fork. and attached his safety

lines. With several residénts .
holding -the spotlight, the-

velunteers used the flag to
move the

So Steven chmbed 3m to a .

koala. back to

.Steven, but before it was”
~withih - reach, it

leapt to
another branch.

. The volunteers reposi-
tionéd the flag and persuaded
the koala to move close-fo
Steven, who was now ablé 6
grasp it
small branches made it diffi-
cult to manoeuvre:and. in the

However, "miany.” *

process the koala

~around and chomped on- the
end of Steven’s index finger. -
- and called him Matthew
" We then took him-Gut e +*

‘Steven tried to pull his

. finger from its mouth but the

animal had a vicious grip. As

"he was hiolding on the koala’s -
* back leg with his other hand,

there was nothing he could do

- -exeept bellow, like a koala.

" Once the koala lét go and.
with' thie helpof a volunteer

we eased the koala s_afely into
the bag

worse ds”the tip. was socn
swollen.

tumed .

- countryside trying to establish
.. himself fn his own special

The: koala was f“ ine but
Steven’s finger looked a bit -

The koala was inspected at  Hotline on 02) 99629996
. Elizabeth Macarthur Agricul-

* ‘tural Institute. b was a male,

“We fitfed him with ear tags -'

released - (se¢™ front cover

: plcture) e
- Steven witl rememberMat-
. thew and his fondness for

fingers. for quite a while..

- Matthew is_of a ‘size and .’
age where he’is roaming the:

area,’ 56 :;'walch:but_ -for- bim..

To repoft & koala mghtmg
please call the University of
Western . Sydney Macarthur

Steven Ward ‘anid Robert
Close.
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RECENTLY we've had
three reports of koalas.
‘along Peter Meadows
Road, which runs from
Leumezh to Kentlyn; both
suburbs of Camphbelltown.

. This road dips down into
the gully formed by Peter.
Meadows Creek and the
creek later joins the
Georges River.

. The creek appears to be
a corridor for koala
movements, and we also
know that koalas are
succesafully breeding in
bushland in the Peter
Meadows Creek, and these
koalas often live in, or visit,
restdents’ backyards!

~ ~One of the recent reports
was in the evening, of a
koala running along the
road, so we went out to
investigate.

When we arrived we
searchied the area with
bright'spotlights.

- ‘However, whilst

search'ing we found large

piles of disposable nappies,

- broken bottles, car parts
and other dumped rubbish,
which made searching
difficult and dangerous.

Unfortunately, Peter
Meadows Road has a high

" incidence of people

dumnping ribbish of ail
kinds.

Much of this rubbish
will wash down the creek,
eventually ending up in the

. Georges River.

Pathogens (germs that
cause diseases) from the
nappies will end up

ighted in the sub

contammatmg swrmmmg .

areas. . : p
The plastic will take -

. decades to break down, and

the dumped rubbish also
includes old honsehold
plants, or cuttings, giving

- these weeds a head start at

invading our bushland.

Already many weeds
can be seen in the bushiand
along Peter Meadows
Creek. :

Thankfully, the koalas
that were reported -
apparently managed to-get
safely off Peter Meadows
Road.

However, there have
previously been at least two
koalas hit and killed along
this steetch of road.

Koalas have noroad :
sense and sometimes have
been reported as walking
straight up the middie of -
the road!,

Thus, it is important to
remember to drlve

_October 27, 1999

Jur S

carefully along Peter
Meadows Road,

" particularly within 200m. of _

Peter Meadows Creek.

Other koala hotspots in -
which to drive carefully;
are Wedderburn Road
causeway over the Georges’
River, and where :
Heathcote Road crosses
Deadmans Creek.

Another caller reported a

‘dead koala at Narellan but -

it turned out to be a large
grey cat,

It is remarkable how
easy it is to be mistaken
about the identity of a

-roadkill while driving past!

To report a koala
sighting please call the
University of Western
Sydney Macarthur hotline

-on 9962 9996.

To hear a male koala .

. .-hellowi_ng_ call 4620 3200.
B By Steven Ward and

Robext Close.
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| BRUSH—mlled rock

 wallabies used to live along

Ll‘.!:w: river.¢liffs near

| Campbelitoven but hive not -

reen seen for many yéars.
= Humaiis bad a hand in

hundred rock watlabies

;ghmfoﬂheﬁ.u‘ -trade,

Records of the Plctcm
“markets show that several
‘hufidred were killed .
between 190541911, . ..

- However, with alittle
luck some may stilksurvive
alung the Nepean River.

Erver the past four years,

_ Robert has been interested

in a family group of these

' wallabies that has survnved N
‘+-appeared upwell for a few with their faeces (often

‘at Kangaroo Valley and-
visits a home on the chffs
above the river. :

The local residents have.
| been récording the-timber

- of joeys that were botn o

gmup and how many.
Lsurvive,
- So far only three, of 12

* their decline, with several :

o days, then disappeared. sand-plts and gardens) ¢
Robert scetired the '
‘Cliff- Ying and e’\{entually E on vegetables, from their -

| the two ddult females in the

5 wﬁé caused by heart fmlun:

Clbse mspection of the . huntmg‘ People,
darzaged heart revealed Lhe particularly the

T cystsofatiny pfetozoal . imiigoLEoMpromi
- parasite which Tony - should be careful 1o wash
silspects is Toxe:aphsma fruit 4

carefiilly: a0
Th.lS parasxfe cailses the  after garderiing and
. disease toxoplasmosis cleaning kitty kitier trays.
‘which'can also affect .~ . Avoid handling Kitien
hurhans. - w % and strdys as these are the
.- Normally, the symptoms most infective. .
- arelike aheavyflu. | - Wenew' want to find out;;
.- ‘Severinfections,. " “how sérious andmpact :
- however, can cause braii  foxoplasmosis has had on ©.-!
andeye damage. .. the declining rock walla
- The parasite hasa . populatio

n,
ifescycle in which the Is it-found only closé t

‘only oné: remmhedto - egg-laying stage occurs in’
breed! young cats.
“Recently, the adult male Cats spread the eggs

_found the carcass. -

research pm;ectfor Robert!”,
diis “Toreportakodla i
e W ~sighting please call the
eaung umooked meat. . Eniversity of Westéim,
_ ld - Sydne: '_‘Ma@gﬁhurhothne

oo owil hands or even fro _

200.:
Robert Close and

_reason to keep cats fn;mi' " Steven Wnrd
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top h an ds

ONE of the few koaias still
being radio-tracked is: -

Sarah, who is the daughte.r'-:f: '

of Franichesca, bothof .
whom live at Wedderburn,
Sargh, who is almost four

years old, had ter first cub

this year. :

- Sarabinesded 1o be :
cau:ght to fit a radio collar
with a.new battery.and to

- edrtag her youngster
before it left her. S

We found Sarah ina--
beautlful angophbta,
known asd s ;
apple. Rob climb
position and fl
with the cubom
towards. Steven arida
volusniteer waiting at the
base of the tree.

_ Unfortunately, Sarah" -
encountered a large dgad
branch hangin
as she descended, Sarah
managed 6 sHy
bug the branch: _
cub’s way.andhe hadto

climb up her back, and then -
ever hierhead on to thé tree.

We couid not prevent

the separation.of Sarah and .

her cub. However, we soon
had Sarah down from the
{ree and safely in the
¢atching bag, Rob managed
to flag the cub down and
into-a catching bag too. -

We ﬁttecharah with ber
new collar and ear tagged
her youngster, whois &

male. We ook them fora '

veterinary inspection at’
Elizabeth Macarthor -
Agricultural Institate.

Sarahwmglmd‘i’kgandhe_r:,_ Robert Close ©

cub, mcknmned ot,

inthetree:

‘three successive

.skg Both were fakenfo'

" their tree at Wedderburn.

. Ttis interesting to note

;" that Elliot emerged from -

the pouch later than the
cubs of ihe other three -
female koalas bemg .

- = radio-tracked.

Perhaps Sarsh m'ated
{ater in the season bist year :
than theoﬂlerkaalasor Y

first-time mother, -
 -Stilt, itis fantastictc
know that we have seen

generations of koalas . -
developing at Wedderburn' :

Toreportakoala -
sighting call the University
of Western Sydney. -

" Macarthur hotline on (02)

9962 9996; to hear amalef

" koala bellowing call

4620 3200. - . .
- Merry Chnstmas a,nd a

" happy newye.artoai[lour :

l Stevanardzmd




Note:

No column published on this date
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