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The idea of Mac Koala Club was envisaged in1995 by Steven Ward and Robert Close
from Western Sydney University and Jeff McGill, the editor of the Macarthur
Advertiser. Jeff supported the project whole-heartedly throughout its 18 year life and
deserves great credit for its success.

The project was planned as a way to involve the Campbelltown—Macarthur residents
in contributing to a scientific project by reporting koala sightings in an area where
koalas are relatively scarce and difficult to find and study. Once found and ear-
tagged, the koalas could be studied when the community reported sightings. Mac
Koala Club columns then allowed feedback to the community on the koalas’
movements and life histories, and provided updates on the koala research. The
columns involved the wider community with koalas and the unique bushland
environment which borders the eastern edge of Campbelltown.

For the next 18 years (1995 to 2013), articles were written by Robert Close, Steven
Ward and Tristan Lee. These stories convey scientific research in a way that
everyone could follow. The articles included the life histories of generations of
koalas living in the Campbelltown area. Starting with Molly’s story and ending with
St Helen, readers of the Macarthur Advertiser followed the Mac Koala Club column
each week. In the early years, young members had their birthday wishes from Mac
Koala printed in the column. However, not all columns featured koalas. For
example, the first two official records of platypuses in the Georges River were
reported on the Mac Koala Club hot-line and details were provided in the next Mac
Koala Club columns.

Several people were involved in the making of this four volume set and they deserve
credit for their dedication in storing, collating and indexing the columns: Thelma
Bourke, Verlie Fowler, Georgia Close and the Campbelltown Library Staff especially
Claire Lynch and Andrew Allen.

We don’t know what the future of Campbelltown’s koalas will be. The eventual
arrival of the disease, chlamydia, is likely to have a major effect on them as will
clearing of bushland. These columns, presented in the four volume set will allow
historians, researchers, students and interested community members to picture the
Campbelltown koalas at a time when their numbers and distribution were increasing.

Dedication:

This four volume set of Mac Koala columns is dedicated to the late Thelma Bourke
who collected the columns in the early years and stored them for all of us to enjoy
today and in the future.

Stephen J. Fellenberg (Insektus) and Lynette Bowden: Curators and Editors

4th February 2016
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Date

11/09/2013
4/09/2013
28/08/2013
21/08/2013
14/08/2013
7/08/2013
31/07/2013
24/07/2013
17/07/2013
10/07/2013
3/07/2013
26/06/2013
19/06/2013
12/06/2013
5/06/2013
29/05/2013
22/05/2013
15/05/2013
8/05/2013
1/05/2013
24/04/2013
17/04/2013
10/04/2013
3/04/2013
27/03/2013
20/03/2013
13/03/2013
6/03/2013
27/02/2013
20/02/2013
13/02/2013
6/02/2013
30/01/2013
23/01/2013
16/01/2013
9/01/2013
2/01/2013

Campbelltown Macarthur Advertiser

Mac's Koala Club
2011- 2013

Article Name

A fond farewell with our latest column
Cramar proves a survivor

Koala hit by Motorist

Sounds of mating season

No article

‘Sounds of mating season

Platypus sighted is rare
Keep a lookout for Pindara
Watch for koalas crossing
No article

Rain presents problems
Zoo conference on care
Marsupial in chook yard
Be on alert drivers

Eyes peeled for Pindari
Visitor in the chook yard
Pindari gains confidence
Pindari has his favourites
Pindari branches out

Rail line plans a concern
Vincent seemed fitting name
No column for this week
Try to note koala tags
Sightings are increasing
Pagers report sightings
Colourful snakes in area
Giving Pindara a chance
Vale to one our finest
Keeping track is tricky
More suburban sightings
Would it really be a koala
Platypus sighted in river
Extreme heat took its toll
No article

Helen was feeling the heat
No article

No article

Author

Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close

Dr Robert Close



Date

26/12/2012
19/12/2012
12/12/2012
5/12/2012
28/11/2012
21/11/2012
14/11/2012
7/11/2012
31/10/2012
24/10/2012
17/10/2012
10/10/2012
3/10/2012
26/09/2012
19/09/2012
12/09/2012
5/09/2012
29/08/2012
22/08/2012
15/08/2012
8/08/2012
1/08/2012
25/07/2012
18/07/2012
11/07/2012
4/07/2012
27/06/2012
20/06/2012
13/06/2012
6/06/2012
30/05/2012
23/05/2012
16/05/2012
9/05/2012
2/05/2012
25/04/2012
18/04/2012
11/04/2012
4/04/2012
28/03/2012
21/03/2012
14/03/2012
7/03/2012
29/2/2102
22/02/2012

Article Name

No article
Fight to save injured pair
Nature sometimes cruel
Researchers study leaves
Ashton another road victim
Good health hopeful sign
Sightings on Old Kent Road
Service open all hours
Mums on the move with joeys
GPS shows their Journey
Hard to catch mum, joey
No article
Bangor travelled long way
Just leave them alone
Breeding group at Wilton?
Platypus has moved in
Cramar may be on patrol
It's a weird, weird world
Cramar's a tough fellow
Many sightings reported
Meet Bangor, our new find
Koalas can't eat all gumleaves
Sad end for a joey's mum
Will airport threaten wildlife?
Skin disease can devastate
We loose two at the weekend
Focus on at-risk species
Courtney's death explained
Statue may have merit
Trees near water favoured
Isolation ends in cruel irony
19 years of tracking ends
Koala sightings details are always appreciated
Will airport affect koalas
Species listed as 'vulnerable
Joeys have been raised
Courtney's trips mystify
pellets can help track Bob
Park is a koala refuge
No article
Kids learnto be spotters
Please take care on roads
Migration mesmerises
Young death tally rises
Fewer sightings for now

Author

Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr-Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close

Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close

Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close

Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close



15/02/2012
8/02/2012
1/02/2012
25/01/2012
18/01/2012
11/01/2012
4/01/2012

Date

28/12/2011
21/12/2011
14/12/2011
7/12/2011

30/11/2011
23/11/2011
16/11/2011
9/11/2011

2/11/2011

26/10/2011
19/10/2011
12/10/2011
5/10/2011

28/09/2011
21/09/2011
14/09/2011
7/09/2011

31/08/2011
24/08/2011
17/08/2011
10/08/2011
3/08/2011

27/07/2011
20/07/2011
13/07/2011
6/07/2011

29/06/2011
22/06/2011
15/06/2011
8/06/2011

1/06/2011

25/05/2011
18/05/2011
11/05/2011
4/05/2011

27/04/2011
20/04/2011
13/04/2011
6/04/2011

Hope despite grim findings
Our oldest tagged koala
Proof land is core habitat
Male leaves smelly mark
Bernie caught after chase
No article

No article

Article Name

No article

No article

Gorgeous Georges Gorge
Growing cubs a-leaping
Platypus sealed in a deadly embrace
Platypus drowns in trap
Fresh leaves are needed
Dog was taken for a ride
Bite wounds are infected
Missing ear tags puzzle
Tags a lot in anticipation
Pair taken to new home
Victim was vulnerable
Head count proves tricky
Wanderer lifted to safety
Invasion of the reserve
Trek ends up 700m away
Limit access to yards
Sound way to find a mate
New Direction on the road
Deaths match hypothesis
Check for proof of attack
Watch out, males about
Bellows interest the girls
Watch out for males on the move
Eye defect causes unease
Brace yourself for bellows
Girl breaks the mould
More dog attacks likely
Vaccine offers ray of light
Mysterious tree gouging
Critters killed by cars

Call for more volunteers
Identification can be tricky
Shooting sparks interest
Oh deer, it's a big problem
No article

Better way to track them
A sad end for Charlotte

Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close

Author

Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close

Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close



Date

30/03/2011
23/03/2011
16/03/2011
9/03/2011
2/03/2011
23/02/2011
16/02/2011
9/02/2011
2/02/2011
26/01/2011
19/01/2011
12/01/2011
5/01/2011

Article Name

Brad spots water rat
Onwards and upwards
Tough life takes its toll
Scrapes, bumps fails to stop Amica on the move
Marlee begins to grow
Joey rescued from pouch
Lock out for platypuses
Johnny set for new home
Surprise in the back yard
Held at the police station
No article

No article

No article

Author

Dr Robert Close

Dr Robert Close

Dr Robert Close
Dr Robert Close & Tristan Lee
Dr Robert Close & Tristan Lee
Dr Robert Close & Tristan Lee
Dr Robert Close & Tristan Lee
Dr Robert Close & Tristan Lee
Dr Robert Close & Tristan Lee
Dr Robert Close & Tristan Lee



Campbelltown Macarthur Advertiser, Wednesday, January 5, 2011

Campbelitown Macarthur Advertiser, Wednesday, January 12, 2011

Campbelitown Macarthur Advertiser, Wednesday, January 19, 2011

Note:

“No column published on this date
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‘week dealing with the extreme
: heat. Koalas don't sweat so have
t0.keep coolin other wayew...
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: whe)
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| mother of Cuils, loves to'restin a ~ 100m from her pine refuge.
| talt clumpof interlocking pines -~ While we were assembling a’
_where she is fractically.invisib catching team, however, she
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: yn.The - WIRES and.amanged o meeim[,.:_= : salm,wﬂle fegiténts two dogs
wether animals, we presyme,- - "althie Hamilton Road property -~ wigre obwious: suspects ='Hiit hew:

| came from mthm the Holsworthy * ° where we found the joeywas. - - would they have caught the k&

{ Firing Range. - * miirimmeememni TP DL heanhyand welghed * when it would have been unilikely .

| cote Road inciudin Bil

Thishuge arga is'an important about250g. +tohave chariged trees during thie
T Téserve for kodlas because there Itis about 12 weeks old and * heatofthe.day? Moreover,a . .
are few threats. and human vraffic - would have had anothier 16 © ~ - post-mortem revealed a spear-

| islimited: o weeks of pouchMetogdo. - like pumcture in the koala's chest .

f‘““‘Altheughmanw fittle about " Raising the joey, now ndmed . " butno slgn ‘of the teeth marks, |

| the number and distributionof - Marlee, wifl be a great labourqf. < . andﬁrumng{hatawompany dog—
Koalas in the range we do Kiow " | Kareustheyouhig koala - attacks. - y
the type of Soils that support the ~ “will need seven feeds.a dayuntil . . Thete: were no: maggots on the

 eucalypts on'whichi our€amp=—--...it starts to eat feaves and at that. 'wound 50 it’s unlikely the. koaia .
belltown koalas thrive arenot -~ stage it will need a special dietto,  died the previous might. -

oommon onthe range. ~ - - supplythe- reqmred dlgestwe - - The cause of death remal'ns é '
i .However, even ifkoalas are only _enzymes.. - . mysmty - 0
“one 10th as common onthe. - Usually these are supphed by =

range as at Campbelltown, then - the mother in-the fomm of a regur- B Please reporl any slgﬁlings ol'
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3 By Robertclose
**andTHshn I.ee -

' MARLEE the young koal&
-resctied from the pouch of her

dead mother ahd im

“Iher firseweetrin care and has -
begunto put on weight.

© My “gu

actual welghtof 100¢. That
weight initially. dropped asthe -
| ydung koaia adjustedto-her new
-| diet and surroundings; but now -
has begun to increase. * +
- Kate Ryan, Marlee 'SWIRES :

Kate measured Mariee care-™

1 head length 10 bogy weight rati
-was significantly greater than it
-] shauld.be. Thatis, she shouid
weigh a kot more than she did -
when'we first found her. This:

 weelk's AdverfiSer, has survi d

e of| herwélght
cantly greater than her :

....gnough mitk to prevent Marlee

i carer is cautiously optimistic, bt
.-| there'is stifl a long road ahead: -

fully and tiscovered thaLMariee S,

observation helps to éxplainwhy :.
| ourinitial estimate of Madee’s .~
- weightbased on the size ofth__e_" o

-ifness he IS?aﬂﬂg well and -
adjustlng 1o lifei in captmty He is

Marlee ,be;__\ ,_‘ms_to

head was 50, mﬂated L
- Marlee's low welght suggests. .
& Was well.
. before her mother was
.. discoyered deadon a garden
~“path with @ wound in hei-side. .
- Perhaps het mother saffefed -
the injuiry from a fall the prewous
- day and was unable t

dehydrating in the pouch

" Sometimes koalas choose a-
dead and fragile branch whiigh- *
freaks; causing them to fall.-
“Ysually thiey fall safely b because
=5t their several protective :

features, but occasionally one

will fafl orito rocks or shap sticks..

m Our other koala in care, Johnny,

- Is doing well under the cate of -
. “Sharon from the University of

Sydney's Wildiife, Health_ an_d

‘Conservation Centre.

- Despite his congenital blingd- -

. ~lifePa
_cagngiis avaitatile for fim,

grow

dy: " rtl?ansferto Symbla*Wllctv :
d.will g0 as scon as_

Sharon reports that he loves™ -
eating young, green’ eucalyptus

" huds and-aisq-the buds at the
 stage when the flowers:are about -
“to emerge _frorp%uader their littie-

«caps. This is wnderstantlable

. because nutrient levels woutd be

high i the buds. -

‘Because he is blind, }ohnny
" ias adopted the practice of
walkmg hackwards wherever .
" “possible; presumably to avgid .

- btimping his head into obstactes.

‘Heisa: goud—tempered adapt
~able animal and appears well-
suited-to a life in captivity: -~

" mMeanwhile, therehas heen no .
. newsof the koala thatinvaded.

" Menai. We suspect he will tum up
againshortly. . . _
Pleasaraport any: slﬁnﬂngs of-

: .koalaaonthel_ﬂt&lmlapager

9962 9996



By Robert Close
and TristanLee

AMICA, who lives beside the
{1 baseball park in Kellesman Drive,
_has had a‘ehequered history.

He first appeared in November '

2008 when residents of Kalyan
Road, Bradbury, heard bellowing
at 3am and founid him in a Street
free.

.After his capture, which was

watched by a fascinated class of _

pupils from the adjacent Wood-
land Road Primary School, we
found he weighed 7.3kg and was

probably three years old. Unfortu--

nately, he had badly injured one

of his front claws and so was -

taken to the University of

Sydney's Wildlife Health and

-| Conservation Centre at Cobbitty. -
Vets there amputated the

damaged digit, sewed up the

wound and cared for him until the

wound healed. _ _

1| We were then faced with the

§ [ problem of where to release him
and decided on the bush beside
Spiing Creek which runs hehind

Campbelltown Macarthur Advertiser, Wednesday, Mafch 9, 2011

again in a street tree and again -

~ beside a schiool, Ambarvale High.

He was only 3m fomthe
ground yet pupils were passing
underneath him oblivious to his
presence, -

. Againa class of pupiis watched

his capture and found he had a
senoys injury to one eye,

badly damaged thatitwas
removed and theeyehd Sewn
over. .

- On his recovery wé were again -
.- faced with the problem of where

1o release him, We think the eye

. was injured in fighting so were-

gihw o
} MAC KOALA '_
- houses on the southem side of - reticent aboutreturnmg him to
‘Woodland Road. . Spring Creek.:
Thigis the domain of Cramar - Onthe other hand he knew the o
and Courtney but we hoped -area and had-increased in weight
.. Amica would be allowed to settie  to 9kg So-we-considered:
‘there or move through to the - -~ releasing him there wasthebest .
Georges River, option. - ° _
We next encountered Amica in Abaout riine months later he was.
December 2009 where he was discovered in bushland beside -

the baseball park on Kellerman
Drive and has been reported from -
thete several imes since...

- The latest was this weekend. '
. when he was seen limping across
me park. -

On captmé we dzsaovered that .

' be had injuries that appeared to
_ _ 'befromadogorkoalablletohls

-So back he went to:Cobbitty, =
where his eye was found tobe so

leftankle. . -

- Sg it was back to Cobbm for a
third timel

‘We'll be able to give details
next week

Heaseropoﬂaluslglthgsof
Imalasonthsl.lﬁﬁkmla Daw

-99629996.




‘By Robert Close
and Tristan Lee

AS QUR column went to press
{ast week, Amica, the one-eyed,
digit-deficient battler of 5t Helens
Park, was about to be X-tayed at
the Wildlife Health and Conserva-

~ tion Centre at Cobbitty.

The exantnation reveaied
Amica had a freshiy fractured
fibula, one of the two paratiel
bones of the lower leg. Fortu-
nately the other bone was sound
and wilt act as a splint as the
fibula heals, :

The X-rays also revealed an
older, healed injury to the same
fibula. Clearly life has been tough
on Amica and ouy intervention,
on three gccasions now, may be
prolonging his suffering,

If, when he recovers this time,
we release him back to his
familiar territory, he may be ata
disadvantage in fights with other
males and suffer more injuries or
be driven onto Appin Road.

So we've asked National Parks
and Wildlife Service for permis- -

Campbelltown Macarthur Advertiser, Wednesday, March 16, 2011

Tough life takes its toll

! {;--, 7 %o
MAC KOALA

sion td release him at Tarle River
National Park. There he won't be

atrisk from cars and other males_

are so scarce he's sure tofind a
seciuded gully where he can
recover full strength in his hind
leg.

m Co-incidentally, a female keala -

from Mittagong was brought in to
Cobbitty from Mittagong suffering
from what appears to be the
dreaded chlamydia.

This is a debilitating bacteriat
infection that infects the repro-
ductive and urinary tracts and
also the eyes. So far we have not
encountered clinical signs of the
disease in Camphelitown koalas
but with continued movement of
southem koalas northward itis a
potential problem.
= Other sad news was the death
of tiny Martee from a lung infec-
tion. Raising any young, furless
marsupial is an immensely diffi-

~ cuit and arduous task and we

thank Cate Ryan, of WIRES, for

her efforts and commiserate with
her over her foss.

_m 0n a brighter note, a resident

of Evelyn Street at Macquarie
Fields, earned substantial
scratches to his arms as he
rescued a young male koala from

Ihe traffic and secured him in a

blanket. Now named Steve junior,
{Steve senior died on the Appin-. |
Bulli Road}, the two-year-oki was
in excellent condition and after
tagging we released him nearby
beside the Georges River.

Other sightings this week have
been at the Cooks Reserve
cosridor and at the Lynwood Park
soccercomplex. :

B | urge you all to attend Jeff
McGill's environmental heritage
talk at Camphelitown Arts Centre
at 7.30pm on Wednesday,
February 23.

* Please report any sightings of

koalas on the UWS koala pager:
9962 9998, '




campbelltown

Macarthur Advertlser Wednesday, March 23, 2011

*

Onwards and u

By Robert Glose'.
TRISTAN Lee, the co—wnter of this

23030y

column for the past three yeass;---...a much more difficult break to

has left Campbelltown for

Canberra, where he now works a5

a research officer forthe Prime
Minister providing the Jatest
scientific information on a vanety
" of environmental topics. -

Although Tristan has wntten two
papers for scientific journals on
koala DNA that will form a major
_ part of his PhD thesis he still- has
a hig task before him.

Tristan repotts frofh _Canberra '
that althiough his working days
can be long he is given time in
return for gvertime hours and will
tse this time to finish his thesis.

" = News from the Wildlife Health
and Conservation Centre at.

Cobbitty is that Johnny is now in

. residence at Symbio Wildlife

Parl, while Amica is under the

care of Gaylene Parker at .

Wingello until his fibula mends.

Gaylene has nursed several
Campbelltown koalas, including

Melly who had a broken femuy — .

mend. However, the femur healed-
and Molly survived for many

“years.

The centre. also Teports that the
female koala brought in from..
Mittagong last week has repro-
ductive cysts and a thickened
bladder. This means almost °

. certainly that she has chlamydia.

Although slight infections can -
sometimes be cured with antibi-
otics, serious infections are
generally extremely painful and- -

© difficult to heal.

m A young koafa has béen seen

- in Stromlo Resgrve, Ruse, only

20 metres from the busy Junction
Road. Motorists should be on the

" look-out.

‘Because Stromlo Reserve,

-Cook Reserve and James Ruse

Park combine to make an
important corridor and habitat for -
koalas, dog owners whose prop-
erties adjoin those reserves .
should take precautions such as

pwards-__

 investigating unustial barking and |

providing some way a koala can

- escapefromagaden, - . |
Colorbond fences can be a real- |

trap and require an escape route

. such as a trellis or a fog placed

vertically ik acoimer.” -

‘m Another caller asked howto. =k

distinguish a mative rat from the
pest species (Rattus rattus). i -

- genéral, the latter has a tail that

is much tongerthan its body, -

- while the commonest local native |
rats: the bushrat {Rattus

" fuscipesyor the swamp rat’
(Rattus lutreolis } have tails

" “about the same length as their
‘bodies. - _
The marvellous, large water rat -

(Hydromys chrysogaster) hasa
long white tip on its tail. .

Please report this unusual rat if
you seeit. - , .

Ploase report am sightlngs of
koalas on the UWS koala pagw

9962 9996. _
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Bradsp

By Roh_ert Close

- SINCE last week's frequest in.this
column for sightings of water
rats, Brad Staggs from Wotlon- -

t me a recent
report of this unusual mammal
from near The Oaks.

This report was included, coin-
cidentatly, in a record of a
platypus sighting at the same
time and place. It is reassuring to
know that both these unique,
aquatic mammals are surviving -
inthe district. ~ -

The creek involved is part of l_he
Woltondilly. River catchment and
sightings of both species were
also made last week in the Woll-
ondilly River at Canyonisigh
. during a fiekd camp that!

attended for masters students
from the University of Sydney. .
The camp was hefd at the
- university’s vast and historic
Arthursleigh property. Students
spent a day in the nearby Tarlo -

River National Park radlo-trackmg :

Jermma

Readers will remember Jemima_
was rescued from Appin Road

last Christmas and translocated -

toTarlo River. She has siice
moved several kitometres.and is
looking in excellent condition.

" Theies-ao sign, however, ofa .
bulge in the pouch.

Jemima is sporting a classy
radio collar that notonly lets us
track her on foot as the students
did last week, but also plots its
own position with a built-in GPS,
then sends the co-ordinates to a
global receiver that notifies us-of-
her position each week hy email.

So theoretically we need not
trackhermanually atall.” -

However, the Landcara group- .
that has obtained the funding for

these collars tracks herevery two -

weeks hecause there is a degree
of error dependirng on how many

satellites are accessible and their
. koalas on the UWS koala pager:

position at the time that the ~
collar ransmits its position.

ots a water rat

0[3 &

MAC KOALA I

The old-one-eyed batfler Amica
will join Jemima as soen as, h|s
broken leg heals. - - - ..~

He is moving quite well on n

- and will-be X-yayed this week
" before we release himin a

secluded valley far from dogs and
cars.

The release-site is 25 kilo-
metres from Arthurslejgh, where
the manager told the students

-that he'd not seen-a kaata on the
- property in the 20 years that he'd

been working there. To the great
delight of the students, they -
discovered a koala observing
‘them while they wére setting
traps during a survey of small
mammals.

e%}l:gs of koalas elsewhere
inCa nleigh suggest a resur-

gence in numbers similarto that |

seen at Campbelitown. -
Please report any sightings of

9962 9996.
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A sad end for charlotte

By Rohert Close
DURING a routine, fortnightly

check on radio-collared Charlotte ~

~who has heen living for the . -
past few months beside Geordes
River Road just north of Darling
Avenlie, Ruse - the radio signal

led us to the front garden of one-

of the roadside properties and
towards the familiar koala silhou-
ette five metres high in a fork of a
eucalvpt..

However, something dldn't look
right. Her fur was bedraggled and
she was uncomfortably sti. =~

Closer examination with: bino-
culars confirmed my fears that
Charfotte had died in the free
and had become wedged in the
fork with her foreclaws still
hooked in the bark.

Examination of the body
~ revealed a small joey inthe
_ pouch but no obvious cause of
death which must have occurred

several days before, judging from

the advanced state of decompos-
ition of motherand joey. .

B MAC KOALA

We had first captured Charlotte

- Road, Acacia and Darling

Mty

bl

in October 2005 in Dandenong
Crescent at Ruse,

She was catrying a furred joey
at the time but weighed only
5.15 kilograms and had a head-
length of 128 millimetres,
compared to her later adult

measurements of 7.3 kilograms '

and 133 millimetres.

* Atthe time of capture we
estimate she was a “teenager”;
only about 2% yearsold,

She was eight when she died — -
-a relatively short lifespan

compared to most of our other :
radio-tracked females, several of
whom died at.age 14 years,

* Her home range was interesting

as it included Georges River

avenues, Dandenong Crescent,
the westem end of Old Kent
Road, James Ruse Park and Cook
Reserve but very little naturat
bushland.

She was the first of our truly
urban koalas but her unusual life
did not affect her reproductive
output as she produced a joey
each year of her adult life. Unfor-

- tunately we were able to ear-tag

only two of her six joeys that
survived to weaning. =

The first was named Darling
(captured in Dasling Aveniie) who
was last seen at Brindabella
Street at the.age of 18 months.
The second was Curls who
wandered through Ruse, Airds
and 5t Helens Parl for 18

- months. Like her mother, she
~ avoided the natural bush,

" However, Curls was eventually
killed by a vehicle on Appin
Road. Hopefully, the other four

- joeys have survived to establish

their own territories and pass on
Charlotte’s genes.

Please report any koala slgllt-
ings on the UWS koala pager,
9962 9996.
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. Better way to track them

By Robert Chse

BY the time this columi goesto

press, Amica, our one-eyed koala

battler from St-Helens Park, will

be released into the comparative -

safety of Tarlo River Natiopal -

Park, 100 kilometres south ot
Campbelltown.

(| Hisbrokenlegis heale

thanks to the care oleR

koala expert Gaylene. Parker :
He has been held fongerthan

we had expected because .

Gavighgnioticed that Amica
Frwould climb réligh-barked trees

in his compound, buTa@vantded

= it

Aogg@gmmﬂauermke more

effort to climb than the formes.-.. -
1] and-put too:much pressure on
' the damaged leg bone.,
Now, however, he is climbing -
| both types of eucalypt with equal
enthusiasm, . .
Amica will be tracked daily for -
the first week and on altemnate
1 days for the second. - -
The radio-tracking will be
conducted by two masters

| MAC KOALA I

students from rhe Unwersny of
Sydney using a standard radio
transmitter attached to Amlca's
collar,

The signal will be detected by a

* hand-held receiver.

A second transmiitier is also
attached to the collar which

. sendsa élgnal via satellitetoa -
. global receivef which then sends
the koala's co-ordinates to-our

computers. . -

Theoretically, the students
could complete. mgmmg
from the comfort of their homes.

However, the more frequent the

.signal the greater the demand
- onthe hattery. . -
" So, instead of daily signals, we

have opted for weekly signals.

. The advantage of the satellite
.tra'n_smitter is that we cant lose

&

m Further to the record of the
deer at Long Point last week, my
colleague, George Madani, who
was conducting our platypus

ot of suitable habitat for death -

* study on the Nepean, reported

seeing two fallow deer between
* the Cobbitty and Brownlow wsirs,
He also sent his photograph of
a death adder found near a home
at Minto Heights.:
George repoy

54

‘adders il Campbelitown; particu-
larly in, but not limiited to, the dry
sclerophyll woodland associated
. with sandstone yock outcmppmg
found along them
. Georges River”, ' .
“Although not uncommon, they ~
are seldom seen due to their
" Eryptic nature and superb -
camouflage skills” he said.
“A highiy venomous snake, it
*poses.no threat to people ifleft. .
alone” - .- . .
Geotge released the snake
nearthe fiver, far away from -

"~ homes.

Please report any koala sight-
ings on the UWS koala pager,
9962 9996.
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By Robertclose __' :
FOLI.OWING our dtscussron' -

- ately named) writes that Iots of

escapees fmm iocal deerfarrns

westof Bargo.

seen them run acmss Wﬂson

' espegially along Picton Road
|- “areas andin the Burragorang
Valley : .
~“They are regular road kllfs -
along Picton Rd and residems in.
+ Nattai see them regulary” -

AtMt Ousleyhe has seen a pair
whe_re

and afawn grazmgatno

' this-column ondeersigmmgS In o Prctonﬂ’d comesoﬂ’Mt usley
- the Macarthur district, Wollondilly
Couneil's environmerital services -

manager Brad Staggs (apprepri: -~ Mulgoa Road, neaithe.tip.

| deer have been sightedat =~
| Werombi and Orangewlle often

. Hera§ “seen atrio in Thimere

 Lakes National Park and others .-
on-Cedar-Greek Rd at Thirmere™.

.maheparé’ﬁé"ni‘moniy seeninthe -

Brad tias recently

"The catchmnt-as fuII of them, '

MAC KOALA'

Road, while at Wallacia'he has
seerithem:in a pac!dockaloqg _

_.Brad concludes “they are farrly
.common out here already”™.
*lassuimé thiat the fatfow
- variety are escapees and that.
- Fusa variety are migrants fmm me

They would therefore pr.rt added
pmssure on platypus inthe .

Nepean and Georges Rlvers :

Research indicates -
2000 -3000 rusa in Royal
‘National Park where a contioi
program costs more than $200 a,
deer o

scmg) with disuncﬁve o while

Piea_aa repart any koalaslg‘.llt.

Rusa aregre)t/ red with;
m:ghmgnptoiQOisg while® 27
- faffow deer are smal!erfup-&osw_-—-

-ng-eyed koala, Amicar-

- Royal National Pak”” DL g
_ KBradiscorrectandthe rusa- . was retumggp&’ﬁ%ﬁg;imm
B are Spreading from’ % oval, it | |s dehydrated andwith bloodin his -
‘bad news forthe distiict. - . _...urine and refusing to eat ordrink, -
.Deer affect native plant spécies ht was clear that hewas unhkefy
_and their shamp hooves damage. to-ever be.able to suryive inthe
© the banks of watercowrses and-  wild, so m_ré*uctantijr' ided
-cause sedrmentatlon inthe - that he would have to e
waler, euthanised. .

Previous spells in hospltal had

: g‘ivenhmm extra years.of life i -
“the wild, but inthe-eiid he'was -

carrying foo many hatidicaps: L
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| By RobeftCInse

' INTHE past two weeksthere have

| been sightings of an untagged

| koala near Aberfoyle Road, Wed-
derburn, a report of a tagged- -

i| animai at St Helens Park Pubiic

School and an untagged koala in

T=Siiths Creek Reserve off Bris-

bame-Roat;, Carmpbelitown,

The Wedderbum site was part .
of the home-range of our first
radio-collared koala in 1992.

‘|- M contrast, sightings.inthe

:| latter two sites have only been

/| common in the past few years,
This change is consistent with our
claim koala numbers ‘are
increasing. ‘Another hypothesis is
that koalas have always been in
the three siteshut were not

- reported. S0 we're alwaysinter-

1 estedin historical references..”

~ My ears pricked up when | read
an article on Archduke Franz
Ferdinand in the weekend press.
1| -The archduke, of course,is -
famous because his assassina-

- joy-and koala— disa
slow targets” as well as “watlaby, -

tion.in Sarajevo in 1914 sparked

. %ﬂdWarlThearucle however h

mentioned that in 1893 the

Archduke had visited Moss Vale

where he had shot 300 animals
including “platypus with g,reatest

kangaroo, pademelon, hares, :
ducks and magpie”. _

Franz was not, appanently.
pieasant person and was once .
described as “a man of unin- -~
spired energy, dark in '
appearance and emotion, who

- radiated an aura of stranggness

and cast a shadow of violence
and recklessness”.

“Further research unearthed an

article in The Argus, May 23;that
identified the location of the
Moss Vale shiooting party-as the
sheep station Athursleigh. This

. station, established by Hannibal

Macarthur {John Macarthur's

nephew), was bequeathed to the-
: _9992 9996, -

University of Sydney and. -

Shootmg sparks mterest

continues té run-as a sheep
property but also caters for f eld
trips for students. -
| recently took part ity oe of me
. field trips for Masters students

. and a platypus- as_wel!as-a[l_ but.
- one of the spécies shot by Franz..

It was a joy becauise the manager

- of Arthursieigh had not seena

koaia on th_e property in his 20

. years’ experience arid the .

sighting may mark a koala resuy-
gence.

" The missing species is the
‘pademelon; a small wallaby of

4 kilos to 5 kilos. generally found

- in denise vegetation, This little -

species used to be found closer

-to Campbelitown and Fve not

given-up hope that & small cofony
of them may yet be foun_(_i_,

Ptéase report any koala sight-
Ings o the UWS koala pager,
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Identlflcatlon_ can be_trlcky

SEE-NE]

| By Robert Close '

LAST week’s column ended with
the hope small wallaby species
still survived in Macarthur,

" Singethen a photogiaph -
arrived sent by an officer of the
| National Parks and Wildlife
Seérvice of a émall adult wallaby

killed by a carin the Gardens of -

Stone National Park, 100 kilo-
metres north-west of Sydney.

Although it is always difficuitto
identify a species from a photo-
graphed road Kill, this particular
photograph was quite good. The
animal was most likely fo be
either a parma wallaby, or a red-
necked pademelon, neither of -
which have been reported from
the park before,

There were features of the déad
-animal that didn't match either of
the candidate specigs, so we are

rather perplexed.
| Moreaver, a Google Earth
| search of the site showed vegeta-
tion that appeared too sparse for
animals that are normally found
| in thick forest. We are hoping the

the body so that we can make a

‘positive idertification.

Whatever the ouicome, itis

" good to know that there are still
. surprises to be revealed and that
-the small waltabies are surviving

in unexpected places, -

a Campbelitown koalas are now

in their gufet period, which
usually fasts until August. The
only pager ¢all was about an
injured animal that turned out to
be a brush-tailed possum.

We've had many
misidentifications, mostly road-
killed grey cats but occasionally
possums whose tails were .
obscured from the observer.

One such error was made by a
trained biologist.

The frequency of errors makes
- us cautious about accepting
unusual records and some, at

least, of the sightings of big black

cats will ag@ya_l_ly be dogs, deer,

| mAC KoALA B

“hotographer will be able to find

wai_la'roosaor swamp wallabies.
So we are not yet ready to
accept a reported. sighting of a

.kpaia in the Australian Botanic .
- Garden at Mourit Annan even

though | once made a bet with
AtarrPowell, education officer at
the Gardens, that koalas would
arrive within 10 years.
- Another potential arrival at the
Gardens is the wombat,

| heard of a sighting last week

" nearthe Macarthur Bridge,

Elderslie, the second from there,

o Come and hear Dr Phif

_Borchard talk about his research

on wombats at the next

- Macarthur Heritage Nature talk

run by the Macarthur branch of

_the National Parks Association at

the Campbetitown Arts Centre

tonight, Wednesday, at 7.30 pm..
" Please report any koata

sightings on the UWS koala
pager, 9962 9996,
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By Robert Close

| COURTNEY, long-term koala
resident of Spring Creek, 5t
Helens Park, looked down on the
Spring Creek Streamcare volun-
teer group as its ngembers
laboured away removing olive
and privet trees last Sunday.

i Wework on an area between

11 Ironside Avenug and the creek -

and already the positive effects .

of our labour can be-seen.
We canimagine cleaily now

what a marvellous place it would

pe if we could complete the work
for the entire 2km path of the
 creek down to the Georges River
at the Wedderbum Gorge
causeway.
4 Courtney and her offspnng
wauld appreciate the work too,
because it would open up the:
+1-under storey and increase the
;| chances of native plants genmn
-| ating and-growing.

0On this morning, Courtney was-

in the crown of a favourite 20
metre Angophora. These trees
don't last forever andneed . .

Call for more volunteers

géfﬁéh wasles, Besides the il

specific conditions to germmate.
Sédly, our group numbered just
two: me ard the council super-
visor, Joel Daniels. Normally |
there are six of us who meet © .

- monthly on Sundays at 8amto

. da battle with the weeds, but
holidays and sickness-and other
commitments often’ deplete our -

numbers,

[ confess it was myﬂrstappear— .

ance for some time. We'

‘desperately need a few more -
members so that there is atways. E

a useful working group.
Volunteers will leam about
native and introdueed plants and
how to control the latter. It would
be particularly convenient for
residents of Jronside Avenug and

_nearby streets who would then be

able to appreciate daily the

improvements they would make -

to theirimmediate envisonment.
if local people appreciate their

- bushland areas these is likely to

be less dumping of rubbish and

-effects that such dumping have.
on the native vegetition, there.ds_

. also a magnifying effect -
© encouraging others to dump. © -

The success of community

" activities such as Streamcare

requires more than the labour of
“aTéwdedisated souls on a _
Sunday moming. Every bitof -
rubbish, including cigarette butts,
that falls on the roads ar gutters- -
of the.catchment area of Spring

Creek itftimately washes down to’
- Courtney’s home range. That -

catchment includes most of

" Rosemeadow and haif of Ambar-

vale and Bradbury:

" To find out more aboutthe -
‘Streamcare program or join ong

of the four groups, calt Campbeli-
towi Council's Environmient Unit
on 4645.4601. S

Pleass report any koala s!ght
ings-on the UWS koala pagr,
9962 9996
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AN articie in last week's
Advertiser carried our predigtion
that koalas would eventually

1| travel from their current breeding

areas near the Georges River via
bushland corridors to the Nepean
River. Since then | have visited
one of these corrdors, the
60-hectare Beuiah Forest
featuring the stunningly beautiful
spotted gums..... .~

People travelling along Appin
Road will have seen this forest
which forms a 500-metre avenue
of dappled shade.

The forest is linked to the
Georges Riveron the eastern side
by 500 metres of woodland. On
the western side the forest runs
750 metres to the Heritage-listed
Beulah Cottage built in 1835/6
and meets Woodhouse Creek,
which joins Nepean and
Menangle Creeks before draining
into the Nepean River a faw
metras upsiream: of the south-
western freeway bridge,

The forest substrate consists of

Critters killed by cars

By Robert Close

'MAC KOALA

two soil types, shale and
sandstone, whick support two
threatened ecologica!

commenities, Shale Sandstone

Transition Forest and
Cumberand Plain Woodland.

This combination means that
there is a smorgasbord of leaves
awaiting the phicky koala that
successfulfy crosses Appin Road
and heads to the Nepean River. .
Koalas eat spotted gum leaves
but wotdd probably prefer the
occasional grey gum while in the
Transition Forest and the river red
gum while in the Cumberland
Plain Woodland.

So far, unfortunately, the oy
koalas we have found in the
vicinity have been kitted by cars
on Appin Road. In my brief walk
through the forest § scanned the
upper foliage of the 30-metre
trees for koalas and searched for
tell-tale scratch marks and faecal
pellets, butin vain.

However, it wiff only be a matter

of time before koatas settle in the
forest or use it as a path to the
Nepean. We 3re fortunate that

 the forest is now protected by

caveats negotiated with the
Department of Environment and
Heritage, and that Beulah
Cottage is to be restored by the
Historic Houses Trust.

m Meanwhile, we received a cali
from Bronwyn and Darvl Hadkins,
from Brishane Road near Smiths
Creek Reserve, 1o report the first
joay for the season to appear out
of the pouch.

Bronwyn's photographs of the
pair showed no sign of ear-tags ia
the mother. If there are no tags
{they are often obscured by the
hairy ears) then we have at least
two breeding females in the
reserve. With luck koalas will
become a regular feature of the
reserve.

- Report koalé sightings on the

UWS koala pager, 9962 9996.
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By Rohert close

NAHONAL Patks and wlldllfe

- Service officers insputhern, NSW

have long been intrigued by -

strange marks in smooth—bamed

eucalypts that leok as though -

someone has gougedthe bark; for

| '4-6 centimetres with a smail,

.curved chisel. Often thessarks .

| form a series of parallel lines, -

T . We were asked for ourepmions

_ -but pur group has onty seen -

1 stringy-batk eucalypts aLWedder

bumn. from which the grey outer

fibires have: been: rlpped away . .

T Ieavingme orange—red mnerﬁbl&s.
" Mow the NPWS officeis, have B

cauight the culpiitin the act,a

koala with a cub on its back,

L. {See ca,nbenaUmes com. au/

{ mews/local/ ‘news/general/the-

| koala-coup-that-charnges-the-

| menu/2121880,aspx).

~ Bark contains a variety of -

- mineials and biglogically

impertant compounds such.as -

.| cinnamon and the-anti-malarial

drug, quirine. S¢ itha.bark-gating

mother may be supplementing

N viac koaLa

hef |eaf diet. Consuderabie o

- amounts of Hark were removed, -

Toxlc materiais are.also 0=

times stored in the bark, but. -
_fbmJnater the koala’s d|gestwe )

system is capable of detoadfymg -
many poisons, .

- Iis fascmaungfhatthe Koala's
' 'teeth are able to gouge the bark. .
~ Lie all plant-eating rnarSuplals o
‘(wallabies, kangaroos, possums, .
- gliders, wombats), the lower jaw -
* consists of wo'large, forward- -
_pointing incisors behing which i 1s_ .
. .a gap followed by a premolar, .-

then a fow of molars for cutting
and cmshmgjhe food.
In kangaroos; the connecnorl

: ..between the two sides.ofthe.
lowet jaw is reduced 1o an elastic _

- Jink that allows the incisors to act
' together like a.pair of scissois, . .

cutungthe grass‘.stems atground

. level,

- Insheep; gx)amand catue by

' confast, the lower intisors meet
- atoothless pad on the upper ]aw

Consequently, ttga anlmals gip

the grass hetwzen incisors and:

. pad and often Vpull ﬂwevenﬁre

_plant from thé ground. - o
* Thisis verydestructive i in fragule '

Australian'ecosystems. -

ﬂnimnbas.andwombatsmetwa .
—halves of the lowerjaw have -

* fused together to-make a very

stumyﬁgnnectwn that could

- cope with the pﬁressure of chls—

_..elling bark off & trée. -

(am not awarg of wombats
ohisellmg bark but it would: seem
likely provided their digestive-~—
systems could cope. S,
m Meanwhile, Price has been
. visiting Ruse homes'in, Oberon
" Street and the western end of Oid .
" Kent Road, while atthé eastem .
-end a'young koala spent a mght ’
" i an auturnal plane tres. We -
don’t knowwhether it féd onthe -
- yellowing leaves but fts wwuuh:l
- probably cope! . .

Report koala slghtlngs on tha
uws koala: pamr 9962 9996
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“By Rabert Close _
: .ONE of the 5|gns -Mat-_CampbelF

-a disease caused by a bacterium
hiat invades any moist exposed
{-tissue with. wmch it comes into.
-contact.

-affectihie eyes and the genital,
_resptrat“w“arfd Urinary tracts.
-Obvious clinical signs are
weeping eyes, and “wet bottom”
where leakage of urine from the
bladdér dampens fur and.
produces a strong smell.
Fertility is affected and some
infections cause great pain and
eventual death. An estimated -
73 pér centof kealepopiiatio
now carry a tow-grade infection .
of chlamydia, while another 10

Animals showing signs of the .

“Mittagong inthe southi and in the
| Kurrajong area to the north, -
'ConSEq_lieijﬂy. it.is probably ~ _

- IVIA(‘ KOALA

town koalas are doing well is that - justa ‘matier of time heforea

| we Irave never seen one with the
| clinical symptoms of chlamyia,

Consequently, the dlS&a&‘;é"Cﬁ‘n‘*mauﬂS can be catastiophic.

-per cent suffer a more severe ife-
threatening form of the diséase.” -

dlsease have been foundat . -

migrant from one of these popu- .
lations contacts our-

- Campbelltown animals.

Previous studies have shown

--Ihat when clean populations dre.

imals, the

However, it mayhe that our -

- Campbefitown koalas fiave

“- already beeirexposed to the -
* . disease and the lack of chmcal

. symptoms may reflect their
general good health and absence .

of overcrowding.

- Chlamydia occurs as nine

species, two 0f which affect .
koalas. - _
ere are many strains.

" An expert in‘this complex area

" is Professor Peter Timms from

Queensland University ofTeohno

logy who has produced a -

_vaccine, delivered by capsule i

. mtoﬂlreed_oses that_p__roduces '
- astrong immune response.-to

chlarydial exposure, evenin -

. badly-infected animials.

Moreover, he has developed
different vaccines to suit koalas

- in varibus geographic regions.

. The disease has been difficult -
o cure with long-term injected
antibiotics and the new vaccine

_appears. m-eﬁeetntanﬁ'less

DrTimms s also deveM

“intranasai vacCiTewhich he .

believes will further réduce lhe

- stress and Jength of time in care.

Unfortunately, if we wanted to
vaceinate our Campbelitown
koalas we would have to focate

© and capture each of the 300
. koai

This would be a-huge task given

" that it has taken us 20 years to
- -cateh and tag 1501ocat koalas.

- Neverthefess, Br Timms’ work

_will be hailed by all 6f the wildlife

Yescue groups that may now-be

.. ableip cure and release affected

koalas.

" Report koala sightings en uie'
. UWS kaala pager, 9562 9396.
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vy
By Robert Close i ‘

her large Leumeah Heights -
a koala before, despite thé many.

that her fence markigd the edge. .

of Amanda’shomerange. . -
We had radio-tracked Amanda

for many years-before her death *

last year from old age and found

that she and her vanous suitors'

spent a Jot of time in another

garden within her home fange, to

the detight of the garden’s

i| owners. :

/| The difference between the two

i| gardens is that the formier was

;| home to three large dogs while

"l the latter had none.

‘| Sadly, the callers first

*| encounter with a koala was to

*| find it dead in her garden with a

| ripped groin area and heavy

bruising to its shoulders and

| neck. it was likely that one of the

dogs had grabbed the seven-

| ACALLER who repoited s koala in

garden said that she'd hever seen .
. attacked its-head.
food trees avaitable andthe-fact - -

_ More dog att

 mac KOA

: .'fu'!u'grérn' three-yeat-old male - -

from the rear while another

“ W could have beert a slow and
temfymg death;-

This deatti is the fourm dog--
related incident this yearand we
have mentioned them in previous
columns,

The ﬁrstmiotved the death dfa

mother and subsequently her

joey, Marlee, in a garden

patrolled by twotarge dogs.
The second isvolved the same

-dogs “They had somehow .
- grabbed a koata by the hand

through a fence:-and wetre
engaged in a tug-of-war until

" separated by the dogs" owners,

The koala escaped but is likely to
be severely damaged.

The third encounter was
between a young koala and a
young German shepherd. When

~ the pair was seen by the dog's

- oWhers; the koala was on its back
" displaylng its formidable array of
. cClaws and teeth. The dog was
'_-. - pokmg the koala with its paw.

Such a-dog may tire and retreat

- allowing the koala time to climb a
. free'to safety, However, the koala
-ig'most vulnerable when'it tums -

and rins hécause the dogcan
grab it from behind before |t gan -
climbo safety. :

Asthe Carnpbelltown koala

. population increases we will see

more koalas in backyards and
therefore more dog attacks. -
Most homes in Ruse, Airds, -
Ledmeah and St Helens Park are
accessible to koalas: So we ask

- people who feel that they must -

purchase a dog to consider the
suffering it can cause and buy '
only one small one.

Roport koala siylﬂngs on llle
Uws _I_c_lmia pamr 9962 999_6



Campbelltown Macarthur Advertiser, Wednesday, June 22, 2011

By Roberl Close

SI_NCE the study of Campbell-
town’s koala colony began we
-have received almost 2000 -
reports of koalas from the
community. '

Clearly some koalas have been
sighted many times and some
observers have recorded multiple
sightings, Last weekend we
receivéd catls from two of our
regular callers, _

The first was from Cathering
and Stephen Grenfell who had
originally reported Amica in
2008 outside their Bradbury.
home. This time they had
-discovered a young koala
{pictured) near the soccer
complex at Lynwood Park.

We are keen to fit eartags to
animals in this area as it seems
| to be part of the dispersal route
of young koalas travelling south
beside the Georges River. Unfor-
tunately the koala was in a tall
stringybark and would have been

very difficult to-catch.

‘| The second caller, Lou Melham,

has recorded mary sightings,

chiefly from Wedderburn Gorge.
His family originalty found and

Girl breaks the mould

L xaryin

m KOALA _

" named Nathan who tived for

sevesal years in Spring Creek. He
also regularly spotted Hugh, an
old male that lived near his home
on Aberfoyle Road,

This road is interesting because
we have captured several koalas
nearby and all have been old -
mates. We suspect that these old
boys have been ousted by
younger males from the more -
fertile gullies that run.from Aber-
foyle Road to the Georges Rwer
and O'Hares Creek.

This time the koala was near
Lou’s heme in an accessible tree

within reach of our longsst pote.

So Lou, his son Ryan and |
devised a plan. Lou would wiefd

g pole and would ﬁagthe
iown to where | could -
ith d shiorter, more

‘manseuvrable ‘pote. Lou would

then take the shorter pole while -
Ryan would bring me a smaller;
tooped pole with which | would.
bring the koala to a point where |
could secure it. Ryan would then -

Jbring inthe catching bag and he

ang Lou would help with the.

- ‘bagging.

The plan worked perfectly. and
an adult, female koala was soon . -

-inthe bag. We'named her . = -

Melham, weighed, measured and
examined her, then fitted her with

* distinctive eartags and released
 her at her former tree.

“Hopefully she's adopted the

-Melhams’ property as part of her
" home range and the family will

see her regularly, If she breeds,
she will scrap our idea that the
Aberfoyle area is only fertile
enough to support an old boys‘
home S

: Ihport Iwala siﬂltlngson the

UWS koala pager, 9962 9996.
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Brace yourself for bellows-

By Robert Close _

USUALLY, koalas go into a quiet -
phase in May and June béfore ..

' the statt of bellowing ity July and
| the mating season proper m
{ August. . - .

There has been some actlvity
this week, though, which may
herald an eafly startto the .

-geason,

- First there was Price, a mature '

male, who was reported at 5am
walking along Angle and -
O'Sullivan roads at Leumeah, -

- At one stage a dog was seen
harassing him and a driver ™
stopped, warning lights flashing,
to let Price escape. Hopefully,
Price Is back in Smiths Creek
Reserve, where he has sperit the
past three years ioaming from
Darling Avenue, Kentlyn, to'the .
| Georges River Raad, Airds, to
Pembroke Road, Leumeah, a
| distance of 5km, and encom-
passing an area of 500ha,

About a Kilometre upstream, in
Brisbane Road, a young female

Road on May 15, so itappears
they are pérmanent residents of
the adjacent part of Smrths Creek

- Reserve.

-Over the next few: mcnﬁns the

" joey will be vuinerable to cars
- and predators. Even cats and -
- small dogs could grab the joey

from its mother’s back when she -

moves from treeto tree.. -
Even in the relative safety of the

tree, the dangers are goannas by

-day and powerful owls by night.

We ask local residents to keep -

. an eye oirt for the mother or }oey
- Neither lsyettagged .

m Further north in Leumeah
Heights, where we reported a
dead koala two weeks ago, the
householders awoke at lamto

the barking of their dogs and

MACKOALA ' | I

- was seenwith a wungcub that - vfeaad another koa!a wmch was
was making its first moves from
its mother's back. The same pair. -
**had been reported in Brisbane

férturately outside the fence.
- They immediately calfed the.

" koala-pagernymber, -

-The pager company then texted
three volunteer members-of the-
“Koala Research Unit. '

Usually, 6ne of us would then -
reply to the ofiginal caller to find
out the details but or: this dctca-
sion we alt slept through the

 alarm. So we sincerely apotogise

to the hotiséholders who spent a
sleepless moming wamng for us
to reply/. : )

- mThe Lynwood Park koaia !hat

~was pictured inlast week’s .

" column was still inthe same- -
~ clump of trees that she'd beenin -

for the previous two weeks. This is
unusyal, because Camphelitown
koalas usually move each night. '

Report Iioala on tlle

. U\’JSknaIapagor 9962 9996
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By Robert Close '

| STEPHEN Grenfell sent us thi
| marvellous photograph, tal
three moaths ago, clearly
showing the eartags of any

: 2quire d .
.1 Lynwood Park koala (besic . effect, each parent with only one.

| one that was mentioned in the defectiveform would have |

; | past two Mac Koala cotismns). - hormal eyes. -
| Infact; the photoegraph eve ' :The chances Q“f a second joey

i | showed the humber stampéd fiom the samie-parents havingthe -

S one tag. The koala is Helen,

: " defect wowld:be onein folr.’
. | whom we originally tagged in .

. However, mknowmatmeré is’

i | January 2002. o Helen's eye is damaged. -~ atleast onefotherrmare

[ Afthe time, Helen was carfylng _m Readers of thig column wilft . (untagged) besides Price that -
| ajoey, Rhowan so she must have.  remember another case of .k_oala * “roams through suburban Ruse.

* | been at least three yeats old then eye prohlems in the story of - ‘Both potential fathers may not be

Johnny, the young koala from . carrying the defective gene;.
‘Ruse, whpwastaken downto . Unfortunately, the Campbell-
Symbio Wildlife Park at Waterfall. * town koala population is more

- He'hasimicropthatatia,.a condi-- - - inbred 1han most otier koala
tioni that restrics vision severely, - populatigs so far studiedin -

. ef, Liz, was spotted - NSW.Thatineans thafthe ¢

. fecently't her favourite trégin - defective gene for mlcmpﬁtalmla
Engéavour Street, Ruse;Notiew - may well:be fote common.in -
joeywagvisible, but it may stilt - Campbelitown than elsewhere

7| and thesefore would be 12.new
1" Her original capture site'was
close to where Stephen phott:
_ | graphed her behind the-soecer
" | fieids at Lynwood Park. Thls
i eriss-crossed with fire all
that are well-used by walkes:
despite this she has-not b

| reported to us previous

it may be, however, that "~ bein the pouch. We-awaitthe :-_».-fand botttpntential fathers may '
eartags {light blue and purple) _appearance of the new offspring aniel .
ave too hard tosée without the -~ with some tepidationtosee - | .. g o
aid'of a camera. Stephen’ - whethéritalsohas . -~ .Reim_rt l-mla sigllmoh"the. -

phiotograph alsg shows - micropthalmia. The defectis ~ -~ UWS Koala pager: 9362 9996..

'*-after nine years
PAGE 22 |7/t
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| By Robert csose 131N

_FROM June to December young
maie koalas leave the safety and
-famiiliarity of their mother's -~ -

territory and head offinto the

unknown.

We still don’t know what drives
them. Perhaps their mothers are
nudging them away so that they
don't use up the food stpply or
perhaps they react to the smefls
-| left by the adult males as they
rub their chest scent glands on

| tree trunks.

Or it might be the bellowing of
the males or their physical pres-
ence. Or it may be some sort of
inner drive that leads them into
the unknown.

Two young koala males set off

on their travels last Saturday and .

both came to grief. The first fell
into-a swimming pool in
Greenway Street, Ruse, and
drowned despite ledges in the

pool that should have alfowed
him to escape. .

The otherwas hitby a caron
Ben Lomeond Road, Minto

as “The Dipper” because of the
dip in the road and the speed at

* which some motorists drive.

- The young koala was still alive
after the collision and several
motorists stopped to assist,
creating a traffic hazard on the
dark road.

We recorded another kill within
the same area last October, so

_we ask that drivers take care.

" Both of these koalas, and the
one killed by dogs thatwe
reported last month, weighed
about 6.5 kilograms. This means
that they have been out of the
pouch for about two years and 50

have had the benefit of extra time -

with their nothers. Other young
koalas will leave their mothers at
tha end of their first year when
they weigh only four kilograms.

In a huge study near Brishane, .

researchem foliowed the lives of
- 35 young male koalas.
Heights, at a place known locally

Of the 23 that dlspersed 11
left-at the end of the first year and
12 a year later. The late leavers
had a better survival rate than
eanly leavers,

A further five stayed with their
mothers, three died and one left.

- thén returned.

Forty females were foftowed

.and 10 left early, four moved at

the end of their second year, four
at the end of the third and three
at the end of the fourth. Nine
died and two left then returmed.
Results for Campbelltown koalas
have a similar pattern.

Please report all sightings an
the UWS koala pager,
9962_9996‘.__ L

Watch out for males on the move -
|
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Bellows interest the
o

THREE weeks ago, Smiths Creek's -

By Robert Close

resident male koala, Price, was
being harassed by a dog and
alarming motorists in Angle
Road, Leumeah.

This week he was in nearby
Abercrombie Street, from where
residents reported his bellowing
in the past two weeks. This photo
was submitted to the Advertiser
by Bernadette Cunneen.

A recent report has appeared in
an online scientific journal that
has shed some light on why
koalas bellow.

When female koalas in a wild-
tife park were played tapes of the
bellowing of familiar males from
the same park, the females paid
little attention. However, when
the females were played the
tapes of the bellowing unfamiliar
males, they reacted immediately
and with great apparent interest.

S0 it appears that the females
are identifying some aspect of
the bellowing that is unique to
the bellower. The researchers

then analysed the various
components of the bellow, which
sounds a bit like a pig grunting
and a trail bike revving, alt rolled
into one.

The amplitude and frequency
of different parts of the cal of
several male koalas could be
distinguished by the researchers.

Clearly then, individual koalas
cowdd be identified by other
koalas from their calls. We have
seen, and it has also been
ohserved by others, that female
koatas will move a kilometre or so
out of their normal home-ranges
to meet up with a male.

We now want to know what it is
about a particuiar bellow that

glrls

attracts a female. Is it just
novelty? Are the ladies interested
to check out the new kid in the
block or is there something in the
bellow that allows the females to
judge qualities in the male such
as age, strength, stamina, size
and energy?

These qualities if transferred to
the female’s young would help
them survive and 0 wouid be
sought after by the females.

If anyone wishes to read the
ariicle on bellowing, google
“Charlten koala bellow open

. access”, .

Meanwhile, Price is likely to be
heard up to 500 metres from
where he is calling on the edge of
Smiths Creek Reserve,

Koalas prefer calm evenings
with a temperature inversion
which apparently allows the
sound to travei further.

Please report all koala sightings
on the UWS pager, 9962 9996.
We've been able to plot Price’s
movements around the suburbs
becausa of residents calling In.
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':'busy foads late at mght :
' we vould e to.
- :._-___vea@zhemenuqofﬁldag% '

‘. Also sighted recently wasTyJo

C 'numberoffaet}al pellets uﬂder~' -
o .neaﬂ1 thetree, the-animal wasa - amale koala first captured near

: id had been in Ihe mee fOf “the-cornerof DarimgAvenue and.

. . Gedrges RiverRoad in November -

een - 2008, then seen one kilometre ¢

e latters;mngm only 50, metres '-
_from}a‘fggmale i

. '.'Theammalmtd infact, be
. Pnce _the'Pnnee m‘Smrms"'

- | 'ec!vedltandfoundlttoa
high'to attetnpt a cateh and too

-._onGeormsmGrRoadmd '
hat newde\mlopmeﬂta_twm
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“he joey'" 3
e foundthatshe movedwest, - itwilllack fur. and mll have a’
tmenngabouta kilometrea - head length of about 45 milli- .
_ vorthentil appearing to settle “metrésand will have: ammer 2. 5 o
1 s : gl April, . - ~ monthsinthe pouch. = - -
'greatestnumbe:oifemales o she feached her' - lgs possible thatjenﬂmawas N
1 The femalés; if they ||kethe - Frthedt pointnorth and west, . - - pregnant.at the time of transloca-
“[ strength andﬁmbmafme . about 'etreswestot her - tien ormatedshortlyafterher
[ beowing,’ wlllthentbnowme' ' S ok « . amvalatTarlo . )
sounduntl{ﬁleyrea tithemiale, - 51
: Manngshouldmen i

o sytwo wéeks [atersﬁe' had’
: -'_moved 1 5 kllometms back

' i "‘medtohldent. -
THOW ea‘sfmﬁwastoﬁnda-m R S ’
" " Quf prediction from that hypo- W_ajlmlasighﬂng_s. UWS
g thqas;sthatshematedonor " koalapager, 9962 9996, -

R e
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- _ ' MAC KOAU\ ' Reldhadbeeﬂbmleduphy

4 = dags in a backyard in Dennison

il lF ASKED l’a sketch a koala S faoe ' - '+ Avenue, Ruse, that backs onto -

-1 from memery, | expect most Hawng me Iarge palrs of . bushland beside Peter Meadows }

if| peopieﬂould draw a fiat mouth - incisors at the front medns when:  Creek. R was the same house, in. -

| | with'a round setof teeth, rather _ kodlas bite in angertheycan -~ fact, where we last saw Susan -
_ | | like @ human’s; to imatch the © .. concentrate tremericous pres- -after she'd been attacked last

il targe, blacknosepad - sure.ot a very small area. year by the same dogs.

(|| Infactboth the koala s upper . Males; in particular, have farge ~ To get access to the backyard

It} arit lower jaws come to-apoint . facial muscles thatattachtoa | both knalas must have climbed a

1 mhefspairs of tafge incisors . . crest of bohe that develops on tree growing beside Darling :

1| meet.: - top of the skull as they matwre. -~ Avenuethat barety made contact”

| The Iaw pair of sham mclsors ©  Consequently, abitefroman - - with a cocos palm in thé garden:.
on the'upperjawis flanked by - . old koala can causé a° deep and . “Then they clinibed down the palm :

: two‘tlw‘ alrs of possnbly useiess = painful wound, - into the garden, Hopefiilly, by
e ’ .- 1was reminded this week jI.ISt - removing the palim. further dog

| 1 There Islhen agap ln both jaws . howhard koalas can bite whena . aﬁad(sw:fkbepwvented. C

- .-broken only l’xy asmali pairof - 9.7 kilogram male, Reid, which = - Dog-owners shauld check their -

| eanifie:teeth'in the upperjaw . . we wefe cafching, Ia'tchecl onto - gardens and remeve all access ta
‘before arowoffivepairs . . myfingerandthenontothe ~  branchéshanging overfences:.

(mw gzbiade pairfor - - webbing of iy hand.” .. They should also thieck neigh-

it et gtatis and four pa[rs . ~Fortunately, !was*.weanng - bour's gardens as koalas can
i -ofmolarsforcrushmg leaves.” . heavyleatherweidmggbovesbut _walkalongfences B : L.
‘This teeth pattern zsbasicaﬁr " the bites still drew blood and left ~ - L
inall meAustahan plant- -:_:.ape;manentampressqon in the - I!eport al koalasiymg uws.;:.: :
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Inv Invasmn of the reserve

By """‘“""‘” B viaC K(}AU-\
T'S. yeals now smce I asked ' .
friends who lived:n Nymbolda _ ThlS untagged male was Iater
| Crestent qwhich adjoins Smith- . récorded inradjacent. Ba:ley -
 Creek Réserve} at Rusmemer » Street.and, finally, bad& N
| tieyiad ever seenorheard - . Camington Circuit. . TR
koalas in the reserve. Peopie who live in mat area
They said they hadn't. might like to fisten for the
- {1 then predicted that koalas amazing calls on still evenings .

would evenfually become relat-  “about 10pm.-

‘ively common and.that the loud

grunting of the male koalas koala in Wyangala Créscent..
would be heard the Iengﬂl of the about 500 métres across the .
Feserve, - - : reserve. This animal had a -
That predrctmn is now reallty scrateh oii its-Aght ump that .
Aregulai callerwho has taken  matched the mark we noticed the
.a specidl interest reported that previous week on Reid. afterhis

Price was still calling from . -~ fight with three dogs in Denisen

Abercrembie Resetve (an Street. If so, Reid has moved-
offshoot of Smiths Creek more than a kllometres[nce the
Reserve) and that she could hear  fight,
-a second male calling from a About 2km flu‘mersouth along
- distaiice of about 200 metres. the creek at Canberra Crescent, a

- This sécond animal was the

onementtoned inlast weel’s
column, fiom nedr the shops on

Carnngton Circuit, - .-

call that sourided like-a-scream.
‘ather than.amint was repofted.
Two koalas were observed, first

Another cafter reported a laige. .

1'_ ;wheremeywere ﬂttmgtwo
- metrgs apart. We had premusly
" §een afemalé.with a large cub.
- ear Canberra Crescent, so one”
*- ‘gxplanation for the scream isthat

the mothes was trymgto sendme

- '-.cuboﬁon its own. -

Another possablhty rs the cub
had already departed and the
mother was interacting with a

. male as past of the vigorous
_mating process: - .

- At Wedderburn Goa‘ge a
‘motorist reported she had struck
- a koala. Fortunately, she had

" slowed almost to a standstill.

- This area is the home of

_ Martine whomwe Jastsaw 12

~ . months ago. She would now be
- 14 and the oldest: of our tagged,

" hvinganimals. | - _

" We would like to-know if she is
- till alive so-we ask motorists to.
'watch outft)r hﬂrand to look for

on the ground then later in atres, . koaia pager, 9962 9996.
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By Rebert Close

SUNDAY moming at the Appin
grevhound track, and the sieek
dogs were training to the mech-
I anical lure, _

Not a good place for'a koala,
you'd think, but there it was,
wandering through the gateway
from Appin Road and down the
fenced drive towards the track
where the lure was speeding
along its path. .

The dog trainers were fearful for
the koala’s safety and rang me;
but clearly immediate action was
required so they wrapped the

koala in a blanket and released it

in a tree from which the koala
could cross the fence to safety,

By the time | arrived, the koala
had vanished into wattle thicket
of the neughbounng development
property.

The kbaia's-presence raises -
some interesting questions, - -
Firstly, why was the koala
wandering about on the ground

Wanderer lifted to sa

MAC KOALA |

of a sunny morning when it

 should have been sheltering?

Possibly it had been in a tree
beside Appin Road but was
disturbed by the increasing traffic.
noise.

However, as! searched for the
koala, | could hear the growling
sound of the trail bikes coming
from the circuit just west of the
greyhound track,

The distant sound of the bikes

“was rather like that of a beliowing. -

male koala, and mate-koalas
have been known to respond to a
variety of sounds such as trail
bikes, chainsaws and even

‘aeroplanes, so.perhaps.the koala

was mvest:gatlngthe saurce of
the sound. '

. The greyhound owners said that

the koala was not large, so it was

_probably a femate and this is the’

month when femalé koalas may

move a kifométre or so out of

their usual temitory to mate with

a mafe whose bellow takes their

fancy. Appin trail bikers beware!
The second question is: Where

did it come from? We have had

several slghtmgs of koalas in
Appin; incltiding a roadkill from
just across Apipin Road last year,
but-we don’t have evidence of
defiried bieeting dreas such as
those at Campbeittown.

However, we have not -
condiicted systematlc searches
in the Appin area‘and thisis a
definite gap in our research,

My bet is that koalas are living
all atong the Georges River from
St Helens Park to Appin, albeit at

“low densities, and sedentary, -

hrseding females will be reported
as numbers increase.

Other interesting sightings this
week have been reported from
Kisrawee, Macarthes Park and
Wattle Grove .

Report all keala sighﬂngs UWS
koala pager, 9962 9996, -
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Head count

PR AR FLT

By Robert Close

THIS week the Senate published
the findings of its inquiry by the
Esvironment and Communica-
tions Committee into “The koala
— saving our national icon”.

The 180 pages are a mere
summary of the conclusions of
dozens of submissions and
results of pubtic meetings.

The committee noted that the
topic raised a passionate
response from the pubtic and
that the pubiic gallery was always
full during commitiee meetings.

Apparently this is unusual.

People interested in the current
status of the koala should read
the Senate's document (Google
Senate inquiry and koala)
because it provides a detailed
examination of the opinions of
koala researchers about what
needs to he done.

In fact, 19 recommendations
were made,

One of the biggest concems of
the committee was that there
was no agreement on actual

MAC KOALA

numbets of koalas across the
country.

Estimates ranged from the
Australian Kealta Foundations
conclusion of a minimim of
43,000 koalas and a maximum
of 84,000.

This compared with the
Threatened Species Scientific
Committee's alternative estimate
in 2010 of “about 300,000",
with a “plausible lower bound” of
about 200,000 individuals.

These recent figures compare
with the same committee’s 1990
estimate of 430,000 individuals.

The Senate commitiee noted,
however, that there were some
concems about the methods
used to obtain the Australian
Koala Foundation's estimate and
that no methods at ali were
provided by the Threatened
Species Scientific Committee.

The Senate Committee
concluded that “the exact koala
poputation is unkrown and that

proves tricky

there has heen no compre-
hensive counting of koala
numbers across the country”,

The Threatened Species
Scientific Committee then told
the Senate inquiry that its
estimate for the NSW koala
population was at least 30,000
on public land.

My own speculation, based on
the known distribution of koalas
in NSW and assigning a low
average density, would be
considerably higher than
30,000.

Given that koalas are found

across almost half the state, then

a conservative area of koala
habitat 500 kifometres sguare
would he 25 milfion hectares.

Even at an extremely low
density of one koala per 500
hectares, the total estimate
wottid be 50,000 koalas,

In contrast we estimate Camp-
belltown’s koala density tobe a
relatively low one koala per 10
tiectares of suitable habitat.

Report all keala sightings:
UWS koala pager, 9962 9996.
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-Vlctrm was vulnerable,

Flo [

: By RobertCIose

THERE fiave béen a dozen litte .,

stories of koalas going about th

-business recently around Camp~ "
- the joey and for some feason -
dropped the decapitated body in
"i7 the garden This is a case of ong

* vulnerable species eatmg
. another. *

beltown. Each warrants its own
column, but ve have space only
for two.

The ﬁrst begrns at Minto. -

Heights, where residents Pat and )

Bob have livedfor 37 years.
‘without ever seeing a koala rn .
their hush-frontage garden.

'So they were surprised tofind 4

dead, young koala lying onthe
grass. Had it still been with its.

mother, itwould have beeni -~ -+
cariied on her back.- They found -

- that the entire skult was missing
with the skin neatly peeled back
and the fore-limbs completely

stripped of meat. Itlooked liké.a .

. surgical operation. -

Possible perpetrators are dogs,

. foxesorowls.
Neithe Pat.and Bob nor their:

" neighbours keep dogs, and there
were no signs of teeth marks or -

- Cramar,-a male koala we'’
tagged mJanuary2007 asd. _

three-year-old in Woodland Road, .
- StHelens Park, was hit recently in--

[mackoaa

; saliva anme koalas?ur Sowe B
' suspect that a Powerful Owt Killed .
" One resident, RobertZalfra

scans Cramar’s favourite frees

The owl weighs up to 1. Skg(the

" same asthe young koala)and ©
-, has a wing span of 140cm. The
koala i an olbwious targst srtnng
- on jts sothers back. :
- Consequently the mother will -

seek shelter dusing the day in

_densefoirageoftmespecresmt

necessarily used for food. As the

koala population incieases, the -

Povierful Ow! will benefit. -
Vehicle impacts will also
increase as the-population:

increases. -

..nearby Fullarton Crescent. Smee

he was captured he has lived
Avenue, -

avery moming and calls i in whea:

.70 ewsf Cramaris visible: :
© Aftgrthe accident, Cramarwrrs o

checked over af the Wildlife

. Health and Consetvation Centre

at Cobblty and X-rays fevealed no

injuries, apart from briising, but

- . showed that Cramar had a
" “heafed, préviously broken hip. .

* “Imagine the pain he must have
 suffered hauling himsef up trees

- withsuch gninjury. o

When Robeértandireleased = 1
- Cramar beside his favourite tree, -

©_-heignored it and limped off into -

the bush. Pérhaps with his -

" gammyMhip and bruises he was
.~ looking for a smalller tree that was
" -eﬂsrertociunb :

" Ploase repart koala sightings -
ontlreUWSpagarssssﬁssﬁ.

eside Spring Creek and is seen
gilarly in trees besrde Imnsrde .
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'- _Bynobertclose

“(ANWOO Park rural ire station
at St Helens Park was. wsrted an-
. Sunday - young koala that -

g?_ffeffl

: sca!mg the station’s two-metre
fence .

' Unfortunately, it cllmbed

."beyond reach of ouifiagging -

| . poles and now will have tdwork

ot by itselfhow to esmpe bat:k
;over the fefice. -

| pathway that fast yearled Curls, -
'Lindsay and Jemima along -
. Woodlands Road to Appin Road.
" Only Jemima survivedt that -~
- journey and we tianstocated her
. 1o Tarlo River Naticnal Park -

- whete-she i doing well, altmugh
- we suspect that she is having .
 difficutty finding a suitable mate
|- —she has been charging to and
-fro across tihe park since the.

1 - start ofthe breeding season!. -
Two-otheryeting koalas found
1 'memselves in b!etwo Weeks

' climbed a tail stringy bark after. ..

ago. Thofirst, a 7 5-klogram

- .male, was seen baside Smiths -
_-Creek in Cadgegong Road; Ruse, _

men two days Jatérwas inthe
backyard of a house.in Bellinger

' " Road, asmnesthrdwfmmbusy

Jundt[en Road. - - .
Fortunately the resident heard
- ‘acommotion dnd was ableto

A . ‘secure her dogs befare-any
o would thent beonthesmne

damage’ was dene: Wetook the .
. ¥oala, now named Mattie, 1o the
Wﬂd_lnfe Health and Conservation
Centre at Cobbitty for a check-up
and decided that it would be

. safetto. release him at Tano Raver
. ‘National Park.” :

- Tils requires, clearande from .
Natlonat Parks and Wildlife

. Service which assesses the

koala s surtablllty fortransfer

Plymb frgm: _ydneywildnfe
Rescue saved yndnfg female

i taken to n new

kdala {Katie) fiom dogson .

. “Hansens Road, Mirito Heights.
. She too was taken to Cobhbitty.
- Bottywere cleared for transfer.

" _and were released together fast’

week at Tarlo River National Park.
They seem to be oblivious lo )

‘each other apd are busy -

exploring their new environment.
They are radm-tracked manu-
2 alyéach day for the first week,

" then every twy days for the

second week, | .
They wearcollars lhat also

trarismit:their position to & satel: -

-lite and this signal is received by -

-a central station that then -
.communicates to-our comptiters

every week. We hope to obtain -

-~ gpecial radio-coltdrs that also

store the daily [eations in the

- collai

When we eventdaliy remove

© the eollar.all the additional
hS% mfonnatton can be downloaded

- Haasemponkoalaslghﬂn@s
ortieuws pa@rssssssss.
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Tags a Iot in antici

..betitown East Public thool ‘were

- also privilegad fo bevisitedbya
- young koala. We heard rumours
‘that'stones had been thrawnat - -
“the yoimgster, but when we::
checked it was undamaged. -
The second Gall this month .
“from-Appin came in this week S
when akoala was seenat -
Northamptondate Road. We <7
“ptedictthat increasing numbers N
-will be seen-atound Appin which -

w PN N
B Robertclose - porting koaias bellowing,
| I AC hﬂAm ) "“smaeﬁm‘?ﬁmm%%mp_

_SINCE Iastweekwe recewedll

'|* yellow tag, byt think that. ﬂl'-havekoalasappeanngﬂnm S
mostllkelylseltherSmus_ T ‘thé.Georges, Cataractanda S
-| -taggéd in Janvary 2010:in Sirk ‘Nepear catchments: * e
-Strest, Ruse or Harry,tagged | Althoigh Appin.and Mmto
T Riverside Drive, Aids in-October = erghts thay he the dp-and- -
- 2040. Unfortunate[ywe fieedto : ngkoalaareas,ﬁiﬂussueet- g
: andUarlﬁ}gAvenue remain the o

- kngw.the eolourofme ight

'exeeptaon and a young

' out, but moreusually the koafa’s™: | -
Ty the _ koqla bemgtapoﬂed

thattlie tag s

' __.m;kaalaswmmearbymdenm
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- . _ gl e Whétweneednomsaphmo-
i mienfioned fast . mphafmmhsomatmcan

male wasiakento radbiry Vets
- aiter it was hit 2 Emsoutﬁ of -
2 Cappen‘ield Drive-but diegd-on

A ;
1. base showedmatone male; -
) Mltch A October 2008, had
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I Oﬁlﬂlﬂ”}*mﬂness (" 2&)@3
studly; we héivé fount onty ore

E {Eharlotte) that had died:
mmr&nﬁ%ﬂw@@
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"shehadhearﬂ ei'taf@dog' y

 separated ﬁémmmotheramr S
o mokshelterma kefbsadﬂueg'
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ByRobertclose

| MUST apoloﬂse o any callets
who have tried to contact me vid
the pager number given at the ..

" bottom df this column in racent 7

weeks,

. Unfortunately, tmade a typo-
J graphic error while wriing the -
-{_column and the error was
mntmued n the follomng

. .columns : -
if anyone called the wrong

‘1 number about a koala sighting | -
1 would be grateful if they could B

1’ call back.

1 - The erorwas polnted out to
me by Guy Lachat who had
discovered the second recent
platypus compse in the Georges

- River.

| Hehad tried to ring the wrong

number only to find a fax -
nse.

Fortunately, he persevered and

found the cofréctnumber. - - -
Guy spends a fot of time
walking in the Georges River

MM, KOALA

bushland ‘and has spotted o
- --'kpa!as for us previously, .

* Likewise Catheririe and
Stephen Grenfell, who .
discovered the firstdead

" platypus at Kentlyn recenty, also
~ spend alot of time walking and .
_cyclmg in the. Geo;ges Rwer

It was their photograph of the
dead platypus attached to an.
abandoned fishing liné that

~ appeated in the Advertiser two

Stephen also reported a live:
platypus in the.Georges River
near Appin in about 2004,

Qver the years the couple have
seen and photographed much of
the fauna of the Georges River

They regularly see and reporl
- koalas and are keeping a record
of their sightings, ~ .
“Thatincludes Helen who lwes

Fresh Ieaves qre neEded

neardle sodcer ground at. .
" Lynwood Park. o
" Wehope thatothefCampbell-

town residents will discover the

. pleasures of having the Georges
~ Riverbushland at their back door-

and contribite to our local
ecalogical knowledge. -
a1 0ne problem with having an .

. expanding koala population is
~thatincreasing numbersof .
. “kualas need veterinary attention,

The Wildlifs Health and Con_ser-

. vation Centre at Sydney

UnwexsrtysVetSehool at

‘Cobbitty has taken care of many .
- ofthe koalas. -

If anyone cai heip supply fresh
leaves contact me via the koala

" pager. A recent arrival at Cobbitty

was a koala from Mirito Heights
which had clinical signs similar
to ehlamydiosis. If so, |t is of
great concern.

Pleasoreporthnlaslﬁiﬁnss
dnmeeoneetUhSpagor
9962 9996, -
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By Robert Close

IN addition to the articles on the

recent deaths of platypuses in
the Georges River due to yabby
traps and fishing lines, it must
“be stressed that it is megai to
use yabby traps in freshwater
streams east of the-Newell
Highway. '

These traps may be used
legally only in farm dams and
estuaries and require a fishing

licence.
" Unfortunately, a platypus was
t found drowned a few months
ago in a crab trap at Maroota
near Richmond, which is in the
upper reaches of the tidai

sake of a few yabbies.
See
http://branches. npansw org qu/

br-macarthur/News_ -

Campaigns/zm 1/ platypus
kentlyn.shtml.-

m More bad news. is that Peter,
mature male koala from Peter
Meadows Creek that'had -

infected bite wounds, had w be

euthanised.

The infection had degraded tﬁe ~wOn-ahappler note

section of the Hawkesbury River, {  Moreover, he had a heart .

where crab traps can be legalty
- used.

Once caught in a trap, platy-
puses have only two minutes to
escape before they drown.

{ - So people wantingto catch
yabbies, shouild use the oid

manual methods.

{ The platypus is the world's

| most unique mammal and we

{ haveitin our local bushland:

1 let's not risk its survival for the

calamity for Campbetiown's -0

© . an eigit-egged anhnipbdihat
. -causes mange

' suﬁeﬁng%mongmmbats.,

MAC KOALA

Fomjnately, the syinbtoms ;

- werenot caused by ehlamydia : '_

bactetia - SN
: It was the womafa tlny‘mlte o

“This mite causes |mmense
oocurs owas!onaﬁy on captwe
koalas m the wild. .

cartilage of one shoulderjoint ~ “beenwisiting St Helens Park- ..~
leaving bone rubbing.on bone. - “Primary School-over the pasttwo;e---
So any arm movement would . weeks and has‘fascinated the:
have been painful. . students who fove’ to ﬂnd mm
) every moming: s -
condition that seriously aﬁected ~ Notso pleased. isthe Ownér of o
blood flow. : 5. anad joining house wiio - .
Another kogla, from Minto = ; discovered that the koald' i‘kes to '
Heights, also had to be - drop:its faecal pelfets on toher
eythanised. R ffampollne from an overhanging
This animal was brought in to branch
. the Wildlife Heaith and Conser- - ; -Koalas. produce 70: 130
‘vation Centre at Cobbitty fooking pellefs per day 80 thls koala
very dishevelled and we feared’ the: )
that it might have chiamydia. = "~ .. .
This would have been a. major § 5
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No column published on this date
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.WEL\ffew calls came into

port koalas over the Chnstmas .

o Themmnetﬁe usualsughtings
- ‘ol iz from around Shrius Streetin
‘Ruse, and of males hellovnng :
- . from Wyangaia Crescent,
o beunséal; andasxgmngtrom
C MmmHeighE.menmerewere
- two calls from Geoiges River
{ Road, Kentiyn, where koalas had
P entered gardens patrofted by -
"7 dogs. Unfortiinataly the'dogs
. Killed-one ofthe koalas which -
Y- wascarrying a tiny joey, no Iarger
than sy thumibait.
_Then lastThursday at mldmght

- we received 4.cafl from Laurence

© reporting hisfears that a koafa,

- beside Riverside Drive, Airds,

- was indangerfrom nafﬁc

- 1explained thatwe were .

- receiving so.many calls about
;. - koalasnowthat it was over- -
e whelrmngour sma msearch

group and we only rescued Iate

at night now if the koala was in -

dangﬂrScrfmeyoould
dﬂvememala upa street treg

tree it was obvidusly uncomfort- '3
. -able. Moreover thete were two: -

- affaid for the keala's life, _

- hig Was piepared to wait lhere‘
with ftuntl | amved:.S6.30 -

mintttes fater| aitived to find -

“severalpaople clustered
- heteatian fron bark eucalypt -

with h koala aboutfaurmeﬁes E

Sure enough daspltse the

< A few rmnums latsr'a call came

. in from Lorraine aboutthe same
. koala reporting that afthough, -
- they had driven the koalaup-a ™

umﬂ:tsinwedmmentaﬁlym g

-assess the situation. I'was then

able 10 grab the koala arid haglt i

koatawasear-tag@d andit ..
- tuimed outto bé Bernle, whom, Sl
we had first capturéeiin August’ *

_ .2010m -Atacia Avenue, Ruse
- dogs lundng neasby and shewas .

 Befniewas rescuad afew - |

=.monthsagob¥a\motoﬁston

- GeorgesRiver Road and |

" released near Acacia ivenue, S0 .
‘he had moved two Kilonietres.:

Ireleased her agafn nearthe’ |

- -Wonlwash but if she moves:

along the same path thatour

-"'youngkoalasaretakmgw’llsee '
BT - ~:het again in StHelens Park, - !
mycatcluﬂgpolesméntmaine_' L
“called “W's.coming down: :
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| Sureenough, cails camélin .
1 from St:Helens Park. Butmey
“ weren'tabouf Bernle. B
lnstead, they repoited a yolmg, :

untagged male who was first:

| sighted in Caferon Piaoemen :
" the follewing.day in Atyan Place. -
-We could tell that it was dmale’
becausé-it had a browh smear- =
| about the size'of a 50¢ piecein-

the middie of its'whits chiest.

1 - The smear.comes from a: gland_ '
- | that produces:an. oily concoction

of about-30-armatic. .

| compounds thatthe male Imalas-
| rubonto the trunik arid branches: .
- of trees they are climbing. They - -
-| appearto'mark unfamiliar trees
more thoroughly than they do

* obtaining...

bemenmeseicomc-mnﬁma

.. species is not algtal eucalypt’
" butis animportant food tee in-

*.. . Road and was limited in where.. - .; .
- he could safely. mm,because : neport

_' ' wllere he came.

- Bynobertchse ‘-sueet Rﬂse whereme female o

_ MAC KOALA ..__koatal.lzlsusuaﬂyreponed
' 'LASTweekipredlctedthatwe S 7 The inew animal; however, was -
. would recelve a.pager call from ."fammaronesand snme'umes apparenﬂyyoungandumwd '
SlHeIensPad(astheyoung ' addadroportwo of urine. . Prwe.amaturemale,lsabo_g
'+ femalé koala, Berrie, moves Koatas will sniffthetreebefom'-.- occasmuallyreportedm
along what is becoming a regular - climblag it but we don'tknow - = - : ; : o

patlmayforthewungkoalas '-'what'i'lfonnatlonmeyare - owever, has

| tht are seeking temitories. - o been racenpiyseen and heard o

liz ..[_ ”»
The ale in Alyari Place-had no " pies of how koalas and humans .
' ..-om:artraecheic&,hewasgna © ganco-existin suburban areas, -
lone Tallowwood-sucalypt. This - -'-_pmwdedmeream surﬂo;eat -

notthern NSW. In Alyan Place he - lig
was only 300 metres from’ kppm

since:January 18, somm']uek he. " - The paghr

“has retumed to the busfinear St pe
He}ensPﬂkPubneSchoa!from 1
“ . nnlanuaryi&\‘kmldhs

s patefu It he couk clf agaa.
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-

Proof Iand is core habitat

By Robert Close

2| IN LAST week’s Advertiser,
| reporter Alexandra Pleffer wrote
an article “Developer refutes
impact on koalas” which quoted
a‘developer saying that a
¢ | 30-hectare site at St Helens Park
.| would have no effect on koalas,
i1 Ris obvious, however, that any
30-hectare development
between the Georges Riverand -
the subuirbs wilf have an effect
on our koalas, the question is
whether the__effects are signi-

- | ficant.

The state government, through
its State Enwvironmental Planning
Policy (SEPP 44), says that any
development in an area which
contains core koala habitat —

that is, supperts breeding female’

koalas — wilf have significant
effects and so the developers
must make special considera-
tions in the ptannmg of the srte

to minimise those adverse
effects. They must prepare a
plan of management accordmg
to specific guidelines.

Prior to this week, there were
numerous sightings of koatas on
the site but no one had seen a
mother and cub, the ultimate

. proof that the site was core

koala habitat. Then right on cue,
matire female, St Helen, who
has been living on the site since

2010 appeared to residents of

adjacent Carneron Place . -

- carrying a cub.

This means thatthe developer
wili now have to follow the guide-
lines and prepare a plan of
management to comply with -
SEPP 44. Measures taken by

| - Management plan needed
| MACKOALA

omerdevelopers have included
retaining the best habitat and
corridors, vehicte speed restric-
tions and banning dog
ownership on the site. :
5t Helen's appearance with a

‘cub perhaps explains the pres-

ence, reported in last week’s
cofurmn, of ancther koala in
Cameron Place and a malé in
ngarby Alyan Place. The latter
are probably suitors responding
to St Helen’s return to breeding
following the cub’s emergence
from its mother's pouch.

Other sightings during the
week were of a juvenile from
Moonbria Place in Airds and a
resident from Canberra Crescent
in Ruse.

Report koala sightings on the
UWS pager, 9962 9996.
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0ur oldest ta
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By Robert close

. TWO weeks ago fappealedto a
caller, Michael, to call us again
because the pager company had
recorded an incorrect phone
number for him.

As the days ticked by it
appeared Michael had not read
the column. However, a friend
had seen it and eventually
Michael called and reported a
sighting of a koala in Wedder-
bum Gorge.

That’s not unusual; Wedder-
burn Gorge is one of the most
frequently reported sites of koala
sightings.

However, | was excited by
Michael's call because he'd
recorded the koala's eartag
cotours which identified the
animal as Martine, the oldest of
our koalas known to be alive.

Martine had been rescued by a
motoreyclist who had found her
walking up the road at the Gorge

gged koala

mAnd a great find in Sydney park

MAC KOALA

in October, 1998. She was small -

enough for the rescuer to put her
in his gym bag and take her
home, $0 she was probably
about 18 months old at the time.
She would have been born early

- in 1997, making her at least 15

now. For séveral years we'd fitted
her with a radio-coliar and during
that time she had produced a
cub each year. Eventually we
removed the radio-collar as the
terrain was too steep to work in
easily and since thenmwe've - -
relied on callers like Michael to
locate her. Such calls come in
about once a year. It's miracu-
lous that she has survived 15
years in the gorge where traffic is
refatively heavy and some drivers
drive faster than they should.

m An interesting call came in
from Hyde Park, Sydney,
reporting a koala in the fork of a
tree only two metres from the
ground. The calfer reported the
animal was grey with its head
tucked in and no tail visible,

The most likely candidate was
a brush-tailed possum. | asked
the cafferto clap loudly as close
to the animal as possible.

This brought no response from
the animal. | then asked whether
he could find a stick and give the
animal a gentle prod. This time
the animal lifted its head and

- peered at the intruder revealing

itself as a possum.

What amazing animals they
are to be able to survive in such
a place!

Report koala sigltlngs on the
UWS pager, 9362 9996.



Campbeiltown Macarthur Advertiser, Wednesday, February 15, 2012

&

:' affected bythe fungus and’ used '

R e R :-(—:-..‘.'5;2-7_-»,_:'_'..:o'f.':'-.\-'-'.-'|’~",.-,'¢i'\'_‘-\'{"-.'- b i,

e R

Bynobertclnse

THE coverstory inthe Febru- .
ary 12 Good Weekend magazine .
with The Sydney Morning Herald -

| - entitled “How much.can a koala:
1 bear?” examined the status of -

] koalas and concluded thatthe

I situation wasgrim.

A list of the current threats was

presented and it was extensive:
| clearing and loss of habitat, the

diseases chlamydia and koala .

. retrovirug, bushifires, vehicle
colfisions, dog attacks, droughts,

heatwaves and climate change.
“Surprisingly, the author

, negaetedto add the plant
dlsease Myrtie Rust to the list.
* This diséase has recently been -
-found in Victoria after first :
i appearing in NSWin201

It has also spread ke
Queensland. 1t is & funga mfec-
tion of leaves affecting many -
members of the myrife family.

'mcludlng eucalypts.

- Thiee speciesknownto be -

W A e o

deste 9

15 fehg
MAC KOALA

by Koatas in tie Cainpbelitown

Tegion are blue-leaved stringy

'_ barks, sverred gums and foa’

lesser extenthlackbutts, -~ -
- However, the list of affected

3s scientists leam more about -

‘the disease, Because the

disease is stil 0 youngin

Australia, its long-term effects on
- koalas are unknown but hkelyto

be Senpus.
Atthough thé future appears '

" gim, ourstudies of the Camp-
. belitown koala population give

cause for hope. Our population,
despite-considerable Iosses to .

. . dogs and vehicles, is healthy and
i . expanding.

A vital feature seems to be the
ability of some females to estab-
lish a stable home range that
provides for them and their cubs
all the resources to survive, .

So lasi week we reported that
15-year—oid Martine was still

im fmdmgsr |

_doing well inthé- dangerous

Wedderburn Gorge. This week we
had a report that Liz, onginally
tagged as an adult in 2005 and’
therefore atleast nine years old, |

" was in one of her-favourite trees.
- in the median strip.of Old Kent -
- Road at Ruze, oo
. specles is expected to increase -

We also got a report: from’

- Minto Heights of Debbie, tagged

as a cub.in July 2003 and:there'- '
fore 10 years old. Hey mother -
was Amanda who lived beside -

- PeterMeadows Road for 15
" years. Mother and daughter

together have contributed many -
cuhs to-the population,

Another factor is the absence -
of _chiarnydmsus Why we clon’t
see signs of this dreadful -
disease is not kriown. A lhircl
factor is the unibroken connec~

‘tion to the bushland of Hols- .

worthy and the Woronora
catchment which-provides a
back-up reserve of animals, -

Reportkoalaslglﬂngsanme
UWS pager, 9982 9996.
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Fewer smhtmgs for now

By Robert Chse
FROM a peakofa dozen calis a

week to the pager to report koala -
. sites in Victoria where several .
. koalas in the wild can be seen -

from a single vantage point.. ...

sightings in September, we are
now down to.gne (near the
monastery on Minerva Road at
Wedderburn) as the koafas™
. -active seasor slows down.
~ Apart from some youngsters
that may have dispersed out of
the area and those killed by dogs
or ¢cars, most koalas will stilt be
living in their usual areas but
woii't be as visible as they were
in September and October.
The males won't be bellowing
as much nor moving about their
home ranges and the young -
animals won't be driven so often
imto backyards as they try to find
new areas to set up their own
temitories.

» Could Campbelltown's koalas
become a local tourist attrac-
tion? For this to occur the koalas
must be dependably seen.

MAC KOALA

For exa_mple,_ there are tourist

However, the density of koalas

. at such sites is probably three or

more per hectare whereas at -
Campbelltown the density is one
per 10 hectares — a 30-fold
difference. Nevertheless, some
of our experienced spotiers can
reliably locate Koalas during
their daily strolls through the
bush. Their success requires
familiarity with the bushland and
developing a feel forwhatis a
prime habitat for koalas. They

also have become famitiar with - .

individuaf animals and their
favourite spots.

What would be the chances of
a bushwalker finding a koala on
a first visit to Campbelltown's,
bush? That woutd depend.on the
ability, energy and concentration

ofthe person and the quality of
the area searched. One suitable

location among many along
- firetrails from Long Point to St

Helens Parl is the Peter.

" Meadows Creek firetrail which -

runs 200m east of Darling
Avenue on Old Kent Road and
follows the creek northward for-
1.5km to Peter Meadows Road.
Walkers.can then follow the
creek for 4km to wheré :
the Georges River, [would guess

-a hovice koala spotter would be-

successful on about every third
venture along the creek,
However, it’s a heautiful walk

- and a koala sighting would top

off a good bushwalk. Check it
out on Google Earth before *

-setting out. Other potentially -

good walks where koalas are .

now being seen are along Smiths

Creek and from Cooks Reserve
to James Ruse Park. :

Report koala sightings on the
UWS pager, 9962 9996.

M
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IN reporter Megan Gorrey's
excellent feature article,
“Future’s bright for koalas”, in
last week’s Advertiser, [ am
quoted as saying: “We've only
had two [koalas] which have
died of Jess than old age™.

That quote applied only to the
23 Campbelftown koalas that we
have put radio-collars en. Our .
wider study of another 140 ear-
tagged koalas includes many

_animals that died prematurely.

- Tristan Lee is currently sorting -

out all of these records as part of

- his PhD studies, but most of the
premature deaths are due to dog
attacks and roadkills.

We consider that if a keala
reaches the age of 14 its
subsequent death can he atirib-
uted to old age. However, | heard
recently of a koala that died in a
car collision at the age of 21!

I must also correct an error

.| that | made in that initial quota-

Young deaths tally rises
| o st

- tion, On checking ourhuge

database, | discovered that a
further three radio-collared
animals died either from falls or
unknown cause. Dur radio-
tracking records show that we
have followed the 23 collared
koalas for a combined total of
approximately 170 years. :
Thirteen have died with their
coftars an, and only five of these. "
deaths were premature. In

- comparison, a 10-year stidy

near Coffs Harbour that 've been
involved in has had a far greater
death rate. _

In that study 34 koalas were
radig-coltared for a combined
total of 33 years during which 14

_died. Only one of those deaths

was attributed to old age.
However, the circumstances of
the two studies were very

- different. The Coffs Hambour-

stugly sfte was beside the Paciﬁc"

Highway during major roadworks.

“Surprisingty only two of the

deaths were roadkills. Chlamydia

is rife in the area and ticks and

leeches abound.

m Further to fast week's discus- -

sion about the best places to

look for koalas areund Camp-

belltown, [ was tatking to Ray

Whitmore, a local bushwalker

who enjoys spotting koalas

during his watks around Kentlyn

and Ruse, .
Ray reported that he'd located

eight-year-old ear-tagged

Lorraine forthe 12th time and

she was in the same tree that Ray

‘had found her in five-times previ-

ously. All sightings were within a

radius of 300 metres, This gives a

" home-range of 28 hectares which .

is typicalfor Campbelitown. Once
again Ray’s work has shown the
value of the community-based
research program.

Report koala sightings on the.
UWS pager, 9962 9996.
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B Eyanbenchse

-+ the koala pager in the past 10..

- 1-“days: one from near the Ruse

-1 Tavemn on Jupction Road.and the
-1 other from Hotlgson C!ose,
“Wedderburn.. :

‘We weig: unable to organlse a

| ‘catching team for the Ruse

koala, so confidently expected a.
calt the following day after the -~

~koala had left the pub,

[t would have been- headlngfei'

1 or-coming from, the Smiths
| -€reék Reserve probably via -
1 Nymbmda Crescent which -

| follows bwo creek lines that
connect with: Smiths Creek.

- Ifit was heading for Smiths

‘Creek, it would Rave come via .'"'_;:

- | -Acacla Aveniue, Dberon Road or -
| - B1¢ Kent Road from the-cenidor -
| comprised of James Ruse Palk
-1 and Cook Reserve, -

Aftes the rnlttaIS|ghﬁng near -

the pubs, however, the koala -
seems to have vanished;,”

- B MAC mmm
- ONLY two calls have ccme intd

presumahly |t cmssed]uncuon

Road tothe, mlatwe  safety of
-Smiths Creek. : :
. Two months plevious!y we had
" rescued a young male, Matt, .
from a dog-filled backyardin
-Bellingen Road-which connects -

with Nymboida Crescent. . .
We took Matt down to Farlo

-River National Park and fitted - E

him with a satellite radio collar
which allows us t6 follow his
movemems without actuaily
finding him physically, -
However, we still rack him-

‘each month in person,
- Matt's movements have been .
- -hack to Katie, .

astounding. First, he left the

young femate Katie-with whony,
L little we Khow about how-koalas -
moved 14 kilometres north

he had been released and
through extremely rugged

country then turned around and " - .
' “Fleport koala slgllﬂngs on the. -

in one month retuinied almost to

- where we had originally released .

" him. He has travelled a disténce

. 628 kilomelres as the crow flies

- -"il'rjust 50 days!

“Has he been merely explonng '

' the district? Perhaps he's. treen

checking for the: presence-af .

- females. Katie may already. hawe -

a joey in the pouch and therefore '

-of little interest to Matt.

. Ormaybe resident males may..

 hive feft subtle scent messagés

rubbed onto the bases of trees s
from the oily scent gtanﬂs on-

- - their chests,

These messages may have ~

- warmed Matt to keep moving. tf' _
. s0.why did he come back and. -

how did he navigate? Pérhaps! h_e B

* - used his own scent gland to

mark a traii that he could follow
Altthese. questions show how.s

. use the landscape and how mey

commiunicate with each other -

Uws pagar, 9962 9996.
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Please take care on roads '

By Robert Close

-QNLY one koala sighting was

reported this week and it came
from the Georges River Road and
Smiths Street corner next to
Kentlyn Primary School.

Koala sightings are not
unusual in this area as we've

~followed the lives of several
koalas in and around the school

ovet the years. It's interesting,
however, that June Thompson,
pancipat of the schogl, can
remember a time before koalas
were seen there,

First of the koalas was Lyn and

_her easily remembered son,

Kent. Lyn was pushed over
Georges River Road by June, the
daughter of Shirley.

-June herself was nudged into
the adjacent retirement vittage
(for both humans and koalas) by
her daughters Shy and Vicki who
set up territories on either side of

the school. Although we don't

have radio cottars on Shy and

4igli2

 MAC KOALA

' Vicki we believe they are still

there and ask people to look
carefully for ear-tags on any

- koalas they see.

The muost recently sighted
koala, however, was a large
animal and so was probably a
male. This animal had a severe
limp but was still able to cross
the road and climb a tree.

His injuries were probably due -
to a collision with a car but could

- also have been from a dog bite

or falling from a tree,

Life in the treetops is
hazardous enough, through
climbing on dead or rotten

. branches on:windy days, without
- the habhits that male koalas have

of forcing their weaker oppon-
ents onto flimsy branches and
risking falls.

We've found several koalas
dead for no apparent reason
beneath trees.

' Dunngour22 year study we've

collected over 100 dead koalas

. from arpund the Sydney basin

and we've discovered several of
them carried long-term injuries,
some of which were braken feg
bones that had healed.

The koala's lifestyle is such

" that it can allow a broken limb to

hang and heal provided it can
climb a suitable food tee using
its three undamaged linibs.

One koala we discovered had
such severe Iong~term arthritis in
one wrist it must have been
relying on its remaining limbs for
several months at least before it
was finally killedbyacar. -

-50 with a bit of luck this most
recently sighted koala will
recover despite its apparent
habit of cressing Georges River
Road. '

We ask drivers to be particu-

“larly watchfut,

Ropm‘tkoalasiglﬂngsmﬂle

uws paar, 9962 9996.
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Kids learn

g_t '3-‘

By Robert Clese

. NGO koala sightings were reported
on the UWS pager this week as
the koalas continue their
autumnai quiet time. -

- This gives us the opportunity to
transfer all the prévious reports
from paper records to the data-
base. This job, which entails

| entering several details for each

1 -sighting, is a large one and our

-1 list.of sightings now exceeds

3000. Then we have another
3000 or so locations from our
radio-collared animals gad
details of 400 captures:”
Qur public sightings include
historical records, so before |
.| gave a talk last week on koalas
10 the students of Cawdor Public
School, Lynn, our database
keepet, found a reference to
koalas being killed for their pelts
on Razorback Range. Cawdor m
“the 1920s.
Koalas may still exist there giveﬂ
that koalas are very difficult to see
and also that koalas-are always -

- money for the care of injured

dispersing across the landscape.
Any koalas moving beside the
Nepean River could easily move -
into the Razorback Range.

The Cawdor students now know
how to recognise koala scratch
marks, fascal pellets and
bellows so.are hoping to find
local koalas. They also raised

koalas at the Wiidlife Health and -

Conservation Centre, Cobbitty.

This centre dogs a phenom-

* enal job with local injured

koalas. However, looking after
injured koalas is a fabour-

centre needs alt the financial

" helpit can get.

Our database was also called.
on recently by the Natlonal Parks

- Association which is
‘campaigning against a

2700-house development at

'Heathcote Ridge, West Menai,

~ The'association wanted to know

-

- intensive, expensive job and the -

to be spotters .
Lroscronn

ifwe had any records of koalas

" from the Menai site. We were able

to supply three records of sight-
ings from within 1.5 kilometres.
The Australian Koala Founda-
tion then used their vegetation.
mapping knowledge to plot the
areas of the site and surrounds
that are most likely to support -

" koalas. Then the foundation

added to the map our three sight-
ings and several sightings that -

were recorded in the Wildlife Atlas

-"of sightings held by the National -
Parks and Wildiife Service.
Three of these sightings were

.on the edge of the site’s footprint
‘and a further dozen were within

one kilometre. Most of the actual
clearing, however, will occur in
lesser quality habitat but there
will always be pressure on local
wildlife from the combined
effects of cars, dogs, arson a'nd '
efosion that accompany sucb
large ventures. .

Repmikoaiasl@ﬁngsunﬂne _

UWS pager, $962 9996.
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Pellets can help track Bob

' By Robert close

0 _'I.ASTweek i reported two 5|ght
|- ings of koalas fromthe northem
/] end of Smiths Créek Reserve. -

" Since then, &: young male

keala'has appeared in Burraneer

" Street, Leumeah, where, much to -
‘the d_elsght_ of logal residents, he-

| satona fence and allowed
“himself to be patied.-

This is unusual behawour fora
young koala, so Cate Ryan, local

- WIRES member with responsi--

bility for koalas, took him in for
inspection fearing that he might

“have beenhitbyacar. -

Forturiately, however, he was.

" not.injured so aftertwo days of -
- monitoring we-fitted him with

edr-tags and released him back

-into Smiths Creek Reserve,
‘| - Heweighs enly five iilograms
" and 50 wifl be out- -gunned by

Price, the local male in the:

_reserve who weighs 11 kilograms,

* The youngster, named

. _B._UnnamdBobbyme.resident_s _

MAC KOALA __

. who found I‘Ilﬂ'l wnl be keeplng

out of Price's. way; S0 we can
expect to find him sheltering in
gardenis beside the reserve,

- While Bunnaroo Bob was in
captlwty he produced. purplish .
faecal pellets.

Normally, Campbelltown .
koalas living ins the bush produce
pellets that are brown, sowe.
expect that Bob has already.
been living in home gardens.and
feeding on eucalypts that are not
local to the area.

Perhaps we can track Bob® s :

. movements by the distibution of

his purple peitets!

If residents in the area could
check around the base of trees
in their gardens.for the puple -
pei!ets which are like plump olive
pips we couldpioneer-a new
survey method and revive an old-
song “the purple peliet pooper”. -

. mQOn-a sadder note, Courtney, -

312,
ourra fio-collared female frorn
" Spring Creek, died this week.-
She had fived in the creek-side
area between lronside Driverand

© Woodland Road, St Helens Park,

since her capture in-March -

"-2003. At the time she had a -
" large joey, Brittany, and we

estimated her age as four years.
" Sp'her age at her death was -

-about 13 years.

- A post-mortem revealed an .
empty stomach.and a small but.
deep wound under the chm She

“had only ovie Kidney, a .
-phenomenan-that we have seen

in-another Campbelitown-koala;:
pethaps anindication of ~
inbreeding in the colony, - <
Courtney was unusualin that, .
besides Brittany, she only raised
one other joey (in 2006}, - . .
whereas all our other radio-
collared females have produced )
several young ' .
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_ByRobertClose -

' REGULAR readers will remember

that we have been working since
2008 with a Landcare group 1o
re-establish a population of
koalas in Tarlo River National
Park (100 kilometres south of -
Campbelltown). _

Koalas had not been reported
from the parik for 40 years and
the Landcare group was planting

" coridors of trees to tink the park

to existing bushland.

Qur role was to rescue young
Campbeftown koalas that were
in danger from dogs orcars and
translocate them to Tarlo RNP
where we have been monitoring
their movements via radio-
collars: Over the past six years
we have moved seven koalas and

| the pioject has been successiul
. inthat joeys have been bom and -

raised, and the animals have

* provided much information on
how young koalas adaptte new - .
| enviranments and establish

hame-ranges.

MAC KOALA

The two males have astounded

_ us with their speed and the many
kilometres they travel.

Before we began translocating
koalas we considered all the
pros and cons associated with
moving koatas away from their
mothers’ territories.

0ne of the worries was the -
potential for carrying diseases -
into the park or for exposing the
translocated animais to unfa-
miliar infective agents. The

_ greatest threat was the

bacterium, Chlamydia, two forms

. of which can affect koalas and

damage urinary, genital and
respiratory tracts and eyes:

In 20 years of study at Camp-

belltown, we have never seen
clinical signs of chlamydia
{urinary incontinence leading to
“wet bottom”, and weeping
eyes}). So we did not expect that
our animals would carry the
disease even though chlamydia

__Joeys have been ralsed

0eCUrs in most mainiand koala
poptiations.

‘In gur original planmng we
predicted that if koalas still _
survived at very low density at -
Tario River NF, then they. may
appearin response to the
translocated animals.

Sure enough, a few weeks after

- the injtial release in 20086, a

local male was observed nearby.
Only one other has been seen

since. However, if the local

koalas cartied chfamydia, then
they may then infect our .

" translgcated animals.

Recently we discovered that -
Jemima, rescued from Appin
Road and released at Tarlo River
at Christmas 2010, had “wet
bottom”. Swabs taken from the
winary tract wers positive for
chlamydia, whereas the tests
taken before release were
negative. We will report .
outcomes in due course.

Report koala sightings on the
UWS pager, 9962 9996.
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Specles listed ‘vulnerable’

. Y
BanbertOlose 2!

Y1 LIAM Pay_ne and Harry Styles

-] from the British boy band, One
Direction, were holding a koala
in Australia recently when it
piddled on them.

This then caused a stir when
the boys were toid that 80 per

1 centof koalas camied the _
bacterium, the human-infecting
version of which is found in
about 10 per cent of humans
and damages the reproductive

Organs.

The 80 per cent figure is prob-
ably highly speculative hécause
of the difficulties of surveying
koalas. Most references merely
report that “most populations
are infected” and that “up to 50
per cent of each population
carries the bacterium”,

Fortunately, as far as we know,
the two forms of koala chiamydia

“don't infect humans so Liam and

| MAC KOALA

Harry are safe. However, the
disease in koalas is certainly
very serigus anid along.with land-
clearing and climate change is

“one of the greatest threats to the

long-term survival of the species.
The threat from chlamydia was

one of the reasons why federal

Environment Minister Tony

- Bourke has just announced that

the koala is now officially
declared “vulnerable” despite
the difficulties of estimating
actual numbers,

The declaration does not
extend to Victora and South
Australia, however, where
numbers have been built up by.
translocation from Victorian

- islands. So the declaration actu-

ally covers only NSW, ACTand -
Queensland because kealas are
not found naturally in Tasmania,

WA orme NT. This declaration
wili give the koala increased
protection from land-clearing
and will benefit not only the
koalas but also all the multitude
of plant and animal species that
are not as well-known as the
koala and carry less political
weight. .
Fortunately, our Campbelllown
animals appear to be chlamydia-
free. We hope that when the
bacterium eventually arives here
via koalas dispersing from
southern populations that our
koalas won't be especially
vulnerable. Because ofthis
threat we take note-of any of ouy.
koalas that appear ill, such as

. the koala seen by Stephen and

Catherine Grenfell (see story on
page 2). Please contact us if you .
spot it.

Roport koala sightings on the
UWS pager, 9962 9996.
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- By Ilobertciose

i the heart of Tahimodrreporting a
i kbala-near the comer of Thirl-
' _mereWayand\’orkSireet

P dayhavingcmssed Remem-
' france Drive. Tmssughtmgis i
. timely given the distussion.in-

" lastweek's Advertiser about the -

A CALL came in this week from o

* [t was aléo seenthe followm

~ probability that koalas reside on

- south oSCaniibelitown bt we B

land at Wilton that would be . .
. used for a.second airport.

itis timely because Tahmoer is
only 10 kilometres from Wiiton-
and it also emphasises the fact
that koalas are widely distributed” .

-_'Imow littte about their status, -

- girport-a thorougfrsearch. wou}d
- be reguired of the & be. -

" construction. Then ifbreedlng L
-kalas were discovered ot if-

 Before work coulilheginonthe

clearéd or affected bythe:

dispersal Corridors were identi- -

.ﬁed management plans would

: haitetobemuﬂemeﬁteff Sueh

- ..plans might inchide special -
- fenging that would direct koalas

round or under obstacles;”
Such fencing; catied. ‘flapp}-'
p”. because the top section

- swings down as the koala ¢limbs’

up it, is widely and successfully -

- used'beside the Paciﬁc Highway

-north of Newcaste, .

- in addition, aiantm@ofhuala T
- faed treés to supplement poten-
tial dispersal comidors or to

replace ¢leared land eould be-
.consideted,

'So tow likely is itthe: Wilten
site supports a koala popida- -
tion? We know from our work
transtocating koalas to Tarlo

- River National Parkthatyoung

male koalas can move 20 Kilo-

‘metres in a few weeks so there is. -
" almost nowhere between Camp- -

belltown and Mittagong where

- dispersing koalas won’t tum up.

]S‘}f:-

 The crucial quesﬁon Is%ere
have breeding fermales estab-

- lished themselves? . -

- Prior to our studies, breedmg

- females were known fromthe. ..
- Avon Dain catchimerit. The: Avep. .1
River joins the CordeauxRiver

just a fow kilametres south.of - ;
Wilton and a few kilometres east
of Pheasants Nest bridie on the |-
Hurie Highway. So koalas would |

“certainly be moving thmugh

Wiltton froim these.:
Since 1989 we have been

- collecting details of koala sight-

ings/roadkills.in the area which

- include:several from Broughton . |-
© " Gorge (sixsightings) onthe . |
* ;. Catarsict River, Pheasants Nest, -
B Bargo;‘Avonvamexil Douglas. |
" Park, Yandetra and Picton Road -
~ (Allens Croek/Wilton bypass) -
. and Mount Keira Road. All.of -
- thése sightings are within
_15 kﬂorﬂetresofwmon S

.Hepnrtlmalasightlngsoaﬂ!e

uws paw, 9962 9998
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19 years of trackmg ends
waokoas |

By Roboﬂ CIose

RECENTLY Lynn Bowden, Steve

Fetenberg and | were radio- .

tracking a koala called St Helen,

1 wha lives to the east of St Helens
- Park Primary School.

It was hard work because
_auch of herterritory has a dense
understorey of kunzea thicket. it
was so tangled we often had to

struggle through it-on alt fours.

Moreover, the thicket was high
enough to restrict visibility to a
faw metres.

it would have been easy,
however, for the koala to move
from one emergent feed-tree to
another via the runways in the
thicket. _

Lynn noticed the tone of the
radio signal appeared to be
slightly different. from usual and

wondered whether the mortality

switch had been activated. This

: switch operates if the tfransmitter
- inthe koala's collar does not-

- move for a certain period.

Soif the collarfaﬂs off or the
animal dies, the switch activates
and the tracker knows to look on
the ground.

Sure enough, that was where
we found the coftar but there was
no trace of its owner.

5t Helen is the last of our
radio-collared females and the
loss of her collar marks the end
of 19 years of radio-tracking
which has enabled us to gather
data on four generations of
Campbelltown koalas.

None of these collared female

. koalas has been killed by cars or

dogs.

Most have died of old age of
cancer but we arent sure what
killed Courtney last month.,

I recorded in this column at the
time that she had only one _
‘kidney and a small ulcer under

_herchin;

Smce then | have prepared her

skull for its new life in the Austra-

lian Musgum and was eager to

investigate the damaged chin.
Holding the skuil now | can see

- a round hole in the chin about

the dimensions of an airgun
pellet. Beside that hole is
another cavity surrounded by
porous bone.
- One of the lower mmsorteeth
is missing and the otheris
chipped and broken. Both upper
large incisors are broken, :
Although it is tempting to

- blame the wound on a shooter

the damage is more fikely to
result from an infection aftera

fall.

I'll take the skull to David -

- Phalen at the Wildlife Health and

Conservation Centre at Cobbitty
fora p_r_qfessjonai opinion: s
Report koala sightings on the
_Uws_paar; 9962 9996,
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Isolation ends in cruel irony

3ol (e

MAC KOALA

By Robert Close

IN NOVEMBER, 2009, | was
invited by Ray Andrews to
inspect his property at Canyon-
leigh where a healthy colony of
kealas had developed in roughly
the same time-frame as Camp-
befltown’s population.
Canyonleigh is in the Southern
Highiands about 15 kilometres
west of Moss Vale and Ray
showed me two koalas during a
quick drive around his propeity.
However, he usually sees more
than that on the same day and

often they are mothers and cubs.

In March this year, a sick koala
was brought in from Canyonleigh
to the Wildlife Health and
Conservation Centre at Cobbitty
suffering from chlamydiosis, a

. dreadful disease that afflicts
koalas across the country.

Then Ray Williams contacted
us to report that many of the

- koalas on his property had “wet
bottoms”™ and he hadn't seen a
cub for severat months, The wet
bottom is caused by incontin-

ence, a continual leakage of
urine from the bladder which is
infected by the chlamydial
bacteria which also infects the
reproductive organs causing
infertiiity.

So it appears koalas have a
significant problem in the
Southern Highlands, The rapid
rate at which the kealas on Ray's
property appear to have been
affected may mean the Camyon-
leigh animals are particularly
susceptible.

Studies of ather koala popula-
tions show the proportion of
affected animals varies signific-
antly. This suggests the iess
affected populations have
devefoped a degree of resist-
ance. However, we have never
seen koalas in Campbefitown
with the clinical signs of -
chiamydiosis so it’s unlikely they
will have any degree of resist-
ance, Tristan Lee’s DNA studies
have shown that Campbelitown's

koalas have been isolated in the
past from the Southern High-
lands animals but there is now a
poirtt of contact around the
Appin-Bulli Road. So contact of
the Campbelltown animals with
chlamydia is inevitable but may
take some time because the first
koalas to storm the barricades
will be young males. Unless they
have acquired the bacterium
from their mothers they are
unlikely to carry it because they
would not yet have mated with
females, the usual mode of
transmission.

On the otherhand, Campbell-
town's koalas need contact with
other populations to restore the
genetic variation that they have
lost during their petiod of isola-
tion. It is a cruel paradox that the
genetic cure brings with it
disease and suffering.

Report koala sightings on the
UWS pager, 9962 9996. :



rtiser, Wed

Campbelitown Macarthur Adve

o i oy ﬁwﬁf.s&_mgv%ﬁ

it i iarem jo m,ao_ E@:&
S.Sk:é §= %s_gﬁﬁm& Qs_




Campbelitown Macarthur Advertiser, Wednesday, June 13, 2012 "

'.6fCampbelltown catmeiior S
~ * Dohson’s $iiggestion that Cai
bejtown 'hould build astyh

fsseeingalmml I the bush; A
-_-_':__sma{I 700 womﬂ Rave-to accom:-




Campbelitown, Macarthur ‘Advertiser, Wednesday, June 20, 2012

aragrouponﬁunday .
s;HerensPamr |

abadly inférted lower jaw with
_'the mfectmn r{a\rmg penetrated

muld ha»e.dramea Chewing

~tough'etcalypius leaves would.
1 g ._-_:havebeen temibly painfiiso
;1- ntie © Courtney’s last weeks must have
Museum in Sydney - been hideoiis, It was no wonder
= | took the ‘skull to vet David . that her stomach was empty :

'.. Phalen. of the Wﬂdnfe Hea!th when she died. :
. The ongma}mund may have -
: for inspectlorr becaUSe " fesuited from a falf or from-a

J zaonﬁnnaﬂon that the

'nonﬁxinedthat Courtney had had:

= s_harp g r'mng_mtothe g_um'_f )
Fil - " large gréy cat sitfing on i

development and koalas were

mmouredmﬂve there, -

- Infact, | was sent some fascal -

- peffets for identification that had

been collected illegally fromthe.
site by conservationists, The - .
pellets were defiriitely from.a-

kdala so | iave beeh expecting .
_.tohearreports of the actual.
. animals as. cleanngt:ontmues

" The nearest recent veiified-.-

' sightings have been.at Crane-.
- brook, on'the wéstein d&

‘BackatWTlmotmef e

- ‘brigade was called t-rescuie me s
-animal which tyhed gut tobsa -

tail,

It's amazing: hwma?ﬁfabe

" alams we've had overth yﬁars
: mathavebeengreynats S
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i goneration of studentshasow -

" town ofa black cockatoo with a

i::"'KENILYI\IPuJ:»IicSchaolhas.ltmg - mdtahscertaintobeofa
. ‘béen:a favourite place for koalas” - - gossy black. -
... — and | expect that a secondf ' ThthossyBlad(consewancn

. .. abody dedicated to protecting.
" the speties, waatsotis_mrsto

. --Jeaint about Keatas fiom tho i .
.+ record sightings at -

~ the playgrotind trees aine’ by
B checlqngfo__r Dellelsm the

i} . e . www.glossyblack.org.au/

. gound. - stk " SubmR_sightings.htmi, :

Cumentstudemsmanﬁabam 2l . Glossies feed almost éntirely

.. anodier ulnerablé” £ -onmeseedsofafewspecwsof

©  similar fashion this week. R “stie-0aks. Arsund-Campbetitown - |
L The setond specieswasthe - - -they appear to- mlyonfowstshe»
: | gang-gang cockatoo andthe - - . ‘oaks and black She-oaks. ~ '
: students were treated iy the' i f - . Only certain mdmdualtre_es

- antiosof a family of fot T NSWWI i areeatensoit’s importantto - {,

e Gang»gangsatevery cepting ~ -.nigw g T \|dennfythosetreessothatthey*

> of homznswhén. theyamfeémmg“ canbeproteﬁted s .
_ “and.qiiet observers may - s Iiﬁ:efoods;;ecmwem
. approach to-within metrés. : plantedwndefyacrmf:a' elt- -1
| . -Mature ates Have a striking A

. redhead and wispy crest: thatappeals in Campbeiﬁowl" .

L Juwvenile males; like theone - - bust £l o

\_that\ns' ] theschoOIIsee o cOGKak ~.8K . species. -
: B 4Y5 develi ltlookshkea red talied black ‘Moraovér: she-oamfbmm‘ogen

mage. o cockatoo, but its “citically. - fiom the atmosphere so-Solls - |
“distinctive callssuﬁud " endangered” and has declined __wouldbecomemgre femle. T
£  Pate: . in its southém distributien’in® = -
Theyspefndsummersintorests-- N3W from near Sydney torate ~ mm;monm
: -ath@eraﬁmdes_butventu_reto-_"'ﬁ@ungsonmefarnoﬂhcoast uwsmer,ssszsws.
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Columns |

We lose two at the weekend

+{1fe=
By Robert Close :

IT'S 7am on Monday as | write
this column to allow maximum
time for the community to report
weekend wildlife happenings but
still give me ime to meet the
deadiine for Wednesday's edruon
of the Advertiser.

My phone rings with a
message from a WIRES member
Cate Ryan, who has local
tesponsibility for koalas, to say
the male koala she had taken
. into care on the previous evening

died at 3am.

The koala had first been
repoited on Saturday to be at the
corner of Hansens and Moreton
roads at Minto Heights.

i was a mature male and was
allowing passers-by to touch it,

Such behaviour is unusual but
the koala eventually climbed a

- tree and started eating the
foliage so we decided to leave
him whete he was.

On Sunday afteroon callers
reported the koala was on the

MAC KOALA

ground and approaching people

-who had stopped 1o investigate.

One of the callers kindly took
the koata to Cate’s house where
she has an excellent holding
facility. Cate found him dehyd-

.rated and administered fluids

but to no avail,

Shi also saw his eyes were
closed over, one hand was
damaged and he had a curious
white, crusty material on his
forearms.

Qur great fear is that he had
chlamydia which affects the eyes
and uro-genital system.

However, his bottom was dry-
s0 it appears he didn’t have the
maost commeon and sesious form
of the disease. _

A post-mortem examination
will be required so | will take the

-body across to the Wildlife

Conservation and Health Centre
at Cobbitty.
This centre featured in last

weel(s Advemser and ! can't '
emphaS|se enoug1 how
important it is for us to have
access to its facilities and first- -
rate staff to resolve problems
such as this.

Peaple wishing to help in the

survival of Campbelltown’s

*hkoalas could do no better than
" financially support the centre.
- -Another koala death was

reported at the weekend, this
time at Katanna Road at
Wedderburn.

This koala was only the size of
a fist and should still have been
in its mother’s pouch. It had no
obwious woungls.

- Sometimes & motherwill
discard het joey if it is not
thriving. Perhaps the mother was
young and had been unable to
find an unoccupied home range
with sufficient nutrients to
support herself and the rapidly

growing joey.
Report koala sightings on the

UWS pager, 9962 9996.
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Skin dlseaSe 3 can ¢ devastate

f -By Rohert Close

LAST week a sick I_coala
{pictured) from Minto Heights
died overnight and we took the
hody to the Wildlife Health and
Conservation Centre at Cobbitty
for a post-mortém examination.
-1 The koala had some kind of
skin condition that affected its
eyes and caused lesions on its
face and arms.
- The cenitre determined the
condition was mange, a skin
disease caused by a tiny mite
that burrows into the skin to fay
its eggs.
-This causes a strong immune
response which is intensely itchy.
- Layers.of dandnuff budid up and
--the skin thickens and cracks.
Our koala had reached that
stage with lesions on the face
and hands. His eyes were paruc—
ularly affected.

"Mange is occasionally seenin .

wild koalas bt is mgre commion
in wildlife parks where it's trans-
mitted from wombats.

j VIAC KOALA

Picture: Bob Etchells

-The disease is seriously

- affecting wild wombats because

the mite can survive for some
weeks in their burrows.
How our koala became

* infected is a mystery because we

have not seen infected koatas at
Campbelltown before.

However, we have seen a
healthy wombat in Ruse and one
with mange at Wedderburn, so
our koala may have entered a

burrow o cave where a wombat

‘had left scme mites.

Previously we had found one of
our radig-collared koalas in a
small cave on a hot day so we
know that method is possible, - -

As the koala population

" - increases, the incidence of

mange is also likely to increase.
This expansion is evident from
the following spread of veports

_ received by the pager this week.

There was a koala beside the

~ community hall at Sandy Point,

and a roadkill oni the Princes

. Highway at Heathcote. .~

- Then a policeman nudged a
koala on Picton Road at Wilton
and returned during daylight to
ensure it had survived.

. Closer to home at Wedderbum

there were two sightings at the

~Gorge, and another at the comer
-of Kenwood and Minerva roads

while at Ruse-a koala was seen
beside Old KeritRoad.. -
Please raport koala sightings
on the UWS pager 9962 9996.
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Will airport thr_eaten wﬂdhfe"

i(3{2/1%

-ByWﬁose

THERE have been two reported
sightings of koalas in the Wilton
area this last month.
This raises several questions
about the size and health of the
- lacal koala population, whether
the construction of Sydney’s
second airport would have a
- major effect on that and what
.1 ave the responsibilities of the
- federal government given the _
recent classification of the -
koala in Qlieensland and NSW :
as vulnerable.

airport, were itto go ahead, is

Study orAviation Capacity for .
the Sydney Region presented to
the federal and state govern-.
mests in March.

. This'map can be seen on page
397 of volume five of the tech-
‘1. nical papers, at infrastructure
.gov.au/aviation/sydney_av

_tap/index.aspx. :
it shows the airport would he

- The likely focation of the Wilton -

provided in the report of the Joint.

MAC KOALA _

immediately south of Wilton
between the Cordeaux and
Cataract-Wallandoola tivers, The
site also provides information on
other airport options.

Cne of our recent sightings, on
the Picton Road, was in the
middle of the proposed airport
site and the other was alse on -
Picton Road, beside Aliens
Creek, about three kilometras
north of the site.

Allens Creek rises in the pro-
posed site and flows through
Wilton on its way to Cataract

.Rwer

This creek is likely to be a

- pathway for young koalas moving
_ between the Cordeaux and

Cataract River catchments.

The Australian Koala Founda-
tion, which provides maps of
koala sightings to the public, has

" several records of koala sightings

near Witton,
Five are on the proposed site

. and a further six are within two
kllometms

. Our own database includes -
several older sightings near
Wilton. Four of these were on or
near the site, while seven were
three kilometyes north-east, next
to Broughton Pass on the Witton
Road and indicating the animals

“are following the Cataract River,

.Moreover, the road is very

‘hazardous and drivers must slow

down considerably so they have

time to identify the animals.

The same pheromeénon occurs

" in Campbslitown at the Weddey-

bum Gorge where the number of
sightings is now very large.
We need more koala sightings
to determine the éxtent of the
Wilton breeding area.
" This year's joeys shoutd be
appearing out of the pouch
500N, $0 people in the Witton
area shouid look out for them
and if possible take a photo.

Please report any sightings on
the UWS pager, 9962 9996.
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. By Robert Close

“THE first of the last season’s
1 koala joeys are now appearing

on their mother’s backs after six

to seven months in the pouch;,

For most of the joeys it's a magic

| time as they leam to recognise the

tastes and smelis,of different tree

- species and begin to explore their

surroundings.
They also learn to climb and

- jump with their mothers close by

to supennse .

For one joey at St Hefens Park,
however, life has been a battle.

He was seen on his mother’s
back, walking beside a road i
the bush and the observer,
Margaret, felt that something
was not right with them.

By the time | anived, mother
arid joey were high in a grey gum

| and 1 could see no signs of injury

50 we resolved to leave them

despite the distant calt of a poten-

tial predator, the powerful owi.
Next morning Margaret rang to

MAC KOALA

saymétmejoeywassﬁll in the

.- ey gum but the mother was

gone.

When | and WIRES member
Cate Ryan artived, however, '
Margaret had found the mother
dead on the ground and was
nursing the joey which had
¢limbed down the tree seekmg
comfort.

We were able to express a drop
or two from the dead mother's -
teat but the milk gland was.small
and the joey was unlikely to have
had a good feed for some time,

The mother’s fur was knotted
and unkempt andshe hada

huge swelling under her neck.

When we took the body to the
Wildiife Health and Conservation

-Centre at Cobbitty, the post-
- mortem examination showed

that the swelling v huge
tumour {lymphosarcoma) that
was not only on the neck but

'Sad end  for a joey’s mum

_alsoin the boﬁyﬂam!l'hé POOF
animal would have have baen
suffering severely but still
managed to climb a tree with her
joey on her back.

The joey is now in care bt wilt
be very weak and vulnerable.
~ Caring for it will not be easy.

m Eisewhere koala sightings have
been many and widespread.

Two calls, in fact, have come in
while I've been writing this .
column, one from Menai and the
other, a roadkll report, from
Picton Road near Wilton.

in previous days there have
been sightings from St Helens
Park Drive; Wedderburn Gorge;
(YHares Road, Wedderbuen;
Cook Reserve, Ruse; Riverview
Road, Kentlyn; Minto Heights
and a mother and joey from Old ~
Kent Road, Ruse.

Motorists all around Campbel)-
town should be on the lookout. -

Report knala sightings on the

- UWS pager, 9962 9996.
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néys of many kilometresin:
8Rass him anywhere within.

- Thissite hasitsresident -
‘females but most s@‘mngs afe
o _zofwungaﬂnnals -dispetsing.

1o h:smovement Our resaasch: :
fradings b have Showir young mafe -

- unfanitiar temitory. So.we could

Koalas moving soutitalong the : _'

'-'-'mferfmmﬁenﬁynhavetocm@ e

 Wedderburft Road af some point,

- > There have also been severafl -
- mg}magsfrom €'Hates Road. In-

" this case we expect the ammals ; o

" are residents, -
- 20 kilometres orsoof his_ .. . e'some -
' . ] _{"-spn'itedhellov.flngmem_mthe o
nextf -weeks asmatingseason-_. B

A so,-ﬂaere-shom
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Many S|ghtmg

By Robert Close

OVER the past two weeks we
have had several koata sightings.
| They were at Wedderbum
(Gorge, again, high up on the
Camphelitown side; O'Hares

Road, Wedderburn, again; Appin -

Road, Appin, again; Georges
River Road, Kentlyn (sitting in
the middie of the road); and in
Smiths Creek Reserve near
Leichhardt Street, Ruse,
opposite the recycling depoton
Junction Road.

The last caller, on August 8,
rteported that this was the first
koala she had seen despite .
having walked regularly in Smiths
Creek for the past 32 years.

It was a similarstory for most
of the caflers reporling their
recent sightings and is an indica-
tion of the increasing numbers of
local koalas.

When another caller reported a
koala in Kembla Crescent, Ruse, -

just across busyJuncﬁon Road
fom the previous sighting, we

expecied it to be the.same animal.

However, the Kembfa koala

had eartags that identified her = -
" asLiz, a long-time resident of

suburban Ruse.

Our database shows she was
first captured on December 8,
2008, along with her joey, Greg,
beside Darting Avenue, Ruse.

Since then, she and her
subsequent joey Jimmy have
been regular visitors to gardens
in Ruse but lately she seems to
have taken up more penmanent
residence in Cook Reserve.

This reserve is important for
suburban koalas because it links
with James Ruse Park and Smiths
Craek Reserve and allows move-

_ment of koalas across Ruse from

Kentlyn to Leumeah.
1suspect it was not Liz that

Qorted

zmz
|

was seen on August 8 in Leich-
hardt Street. If it was a male, one

" of the two is likely to try to-cross

Junction Road shority.
The breeding season is now .

* - under way and female koalas will

be responding to the calls of
mate koalas and assessing their
worthiness by the strength and
volume of their bellows.

People who live close to Smiths
Creek or any Campbelitown
reserves that follow creek-Jines
may hear these distinctive bellows,

The best times to listen are at
about 10pm on still, clear nights
when there is a temperature
inversion.

Underthose conditions the
sound can travet 500 metres or
more,

Report koala sightings on the
UWS pager, 9962 9996,
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Cramar’s a tough fellow

: By Robert Close
A YOUNG male koala was kllled )

last week on the Pictow Road, -

east of Wilton, in the same piaoe

where another koala was killed
last-month. .
- The rpad at this site has a

" goncréte mid-line barrier WhIGh
| isa death trap for all animals

trymgto CrOss.

That two koalas were killed 5o
-} close together in ime and place .
is further evidence of a breeding

area near the proposed site of
the airport at Wilton.

" Another sighting was reported ..

from. Fullarton Crescent, St

| Helens Park where council .-~ -
workers spotted a tagged koala

close to the road.
The ear tags identified the

koala as Cramay, a mature male .

that we captured in January

2007 as a thrée-year-old near

the bus stop at the corer of
Woodland Road and St Helens
Park Drive. :

i SoCramarls now elght)ears :

old-and sheuld be in his prime.

Since his first capture he-has

- heen reported four timesin
2007, sixtitnes in 2008, four
~times.in 2009, once in 2011

after he'd been hit by a car and

- escaped with bruising, and twloe

in 2012,

. Ali but the last two were beside

Ironside Avenue which overlooks
Spring Creek.

The reporters were residents of
the avenue, Robert Zollia and

. Jeff Huniter, who know the trees

that Cramar prefers to browse
and drowse in,

The final two sightings were: in -
.Fullerton Crescent which is adja-
cent to Ironside Avenue and also

overlooks Spring Creek.

In the first of these sightings, in
-early May, Cramar was low in the.

tre¢ and did not look fobust.
- We were fearful that he was not

§ MAC KOALA ' -

well and had been pushed out of -
his favourite-haunts beside kon-

side Averiue by younger fitter ..
 males,

However, Cramar is now

' Iookmg fit and has an exceflent

coat {sick koalastend to look

brown whereas healthy ones are

ash-grey). :
Our records show that when

the Wildlife Heaith and Conser-

vatioh Centre at Gobbitty X-rayed

- Cramar after his injury in 2011,
_the vets discovered he had

survived a previous injury that
had broken a hip. So life for a
male koala can be hazardous.
Residents of Irenside Avenue
and Fullarton Crescent should be
able to hear Cramar and his
challengers bellowing across L

: Spnng Creek. .
: Repolt Koala slghtlngs on the

UWS pager, 9962 9996.
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“OVER me years we've received-a
fascinating collection of calis
about wildlife — most useful,
some funny and some sad.

Coral Avenue, which rins off
Georges River Road at Kentlyn,
has had more than its share of
unusual stories. Among them: 1)

“a man shooting cockatoos; 2) a
greater glider {a rare sighting

1 near Campbelttown} entangled

in barbed wire; and 3) a long-

" term radio-collared female: . -

| koala, Lyn, found dead in & shed
owned by the cockatoo man,
-side by side with a dead fox. -

" ‘We doubt there was anything
sinister about Lyn's- death She -

was old.

Nevertheless, Coral Avenue
maintained its reputation when
we were notified recently thata
fully antlered red deer stag was
trotting along Georges River
‘Road towards it. :

Another puzzling report came

S ot

recently from bushwalkers at
Freres Crossing, Kentlyn. They
had found the body of a female

‘koala from which the head.had
- been sheared off and was

missing. There were no other

clues about this bizamre incident.
The bushwalkers knew thatl

. prepare for the Australian '

Museum the skulls of most of the .

koalas that die and wondered
whether | had discarded the
bodies in the bush.

- We were able to reassure them
" that all bodies are buried in a

safe place.

Eventually the skeletons are
examined to see how many-of
the koalas had suffered and
survived broken limbs.

A third recent unusual report

" ~was from a truckie on the Newell
"Highway near Moree, He was
- stopped beside akoalain a

landscape almost devoid of

'sa welrd welrd world

tnees He wamsed 10 know what
 he should doforthe koala. | -
advised him to leave it, Koalas-.

" are capable of considerable

journeys even in places wheré -

Arees are scarce. This ability
allows koalas to recolonise areas

after events such as fireand
drought.

Two other reposts this week .
were less dramatic. Onewasa |
young koala crossing Georges
River Road and the otherwas
from Long Point where & femalé
koala appeared with a joey an its

_back. This is the first reportof a -
breeding female on Long Point

and is the most northerly
sighting of a mother and joey. -

This is fusther evidence that the
Campbelltown koala population’
is expanding.

Simmos Beach is the next 5|te
where we predict breeding
koalas will be sighted. -

Report koala sightingsenthe

. UWS pager, 9962 9996, -
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Cramar may be on patrol
'

: -Byaobertclose

CRAMAR S adventures
continued Jast week as he
moved-from Fullerton Crescent to
the drive of St Helens Park’
House,

Photographs taken of him
mere {at right) clearly show the -
eolourof his ear-tags.

Even the humber on each tag is
visible. Also clearty visible isthe .
pattem of pink skin on Cramar's
othérwise biack nosepad. -~ -

These patterns differ from .
animal to animal and can be
used to help identify koalas if
they don’t have 1ags.

Hopefutly, he is just patrofling
his home range.

1 50, he'll probably return to
the bushland of Spring Creek.
| Hnaot, he's probably been
1 pushed out of Spring Creek by a
" younger, fitter male. - -

Ifthat’s the case we hope he'll
. settle-down to retirement in the
| -garden of 5t Helen's Park House.
1 m Meanwhile in Leumeah, the'
1 mature male, Price, visited home

gardens near
Leumeah High

~ School, while in
the grounds of the

was being
attacked by ravens, Yettwo -

- weeks ago in this column we

reported that Price appeared to

.be courting our tagged female,

Liz; near Cook Reserve oné kilo-
metre south of the High school.
" Dyivers on Junction Road should

- theréfore keep a watch out for

love-struck koalas whose minds
may not be on avoiding tiaffic.”

- m Last week we discussed the

discovery of the northern-most

breeding female beside the

Georges River at Long Peint.
This week one of our regular

- callers to the pager photogaphed

a female koala with a joey on its

back beside the archeryrangeon .~~~ - AR
- Report koala sightings on the -

Lysaght Road, Wedderbum.
Thisis oursouthem most

. -high school itself- -
an untagged koala -

S/l

breeding femabe inthe Camp-

belltown koala population.
These sightings are consistent

with our hypothésis that the

- koala population is expanding.

“We predict that eventually we
will have breeding femates in -

- continuous home ranges frorn

Liverpool to Appin.
m Otherkoala sightings were -
reporied from Minto Heights (l_wa'

* independent sightings) and

Wedderbupn Gorge, but the most

. excitingcalf was to réport a lve
- platypus in the Georges River
- about midway batween the sites
- where two dead, male platy-

puses weré discovered recently.
How fantastic it would be if

these marvelious mammals coukd

be reliably observed in the same

.areas where the koalas are found.
 For avideo of a swimming koala

see http:/ /www.youtube.com/
watch?v=oJYGJAbaHRE&sns
=g, )

UWS pagar, 9962 9996.
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river should Keep an eye outfor
| these fantastic animals and, if -
- suecesshul, noaf_vusby pager
" immediately. -
. More good news came from

| reporteda koala sighting.

1 She mentioned, in passing,

i matshehad ‘seen an ear-tagged

'+ koalxinthe same areasix -
; -'mofrﬂag;gaﬂjer and asked |f I

has established a home range
. Suchvsightings oftagged -

" Minto Heights where the caller -

| p,}ﬁ\n- B
.--.;B"“"""“"“” § VIAC KOALA
'S been abusy week for wﬂdllfe '
around Campbelitown, o would like to see a photograph
- .. Fifst the good news; another ofit, You bet 1 would! - .
'sughtmg of afive piatypus was _The photo clearly showed the
1 “reported in the same part of the . . colour of both ear tags while me
. Georges River where oiie was ‘oily stain in its othierwise Snow-
1 observedthe previous week. - white chest proved it was a male
 The site was a laige pool with - . The koala-was Lance who was
| banks suitable for tunnels and -~ capturefr as.ajuvenile'in L
'} with fiinging vegetation to. - suburban Ingleburn in August. -
. conceal the tunnel'sentrance.. . - 2009 and released beside the.
These observations suggest . adjacent section of the Georges
|- that the platypus isa resident.  River.
{ -and.net just-a ywn@ier passmg . Inthe intervening 2% years he
. thrdiigh, . _has meved only 1.5 Kilometres
| ;- Ayone wallﬁng beslde the . Upstiéam where we assume fie

~animals ave valuabste for what

“they tell us about dispersal of
. young males, movement

cortidors.and how koalas choose

. their home ranges,

Other sightings were in the
~ grounds of Kentiyn Primary
* School (mothér and joey), at the

P Geo:gefsmverﬂoad“and Darlmg

*‘has'm m

. Avenue comer, Hoclgon Place, -

- Wedderburn, and on Appin Road

_' nearthe Rosemeadow round-
about;

“Bad news, however came from
further along Appin Road where
a motofist hit akoala,. -

The animal managed to move_

" off the foad-but: we'doh-'t know -
- any more,

Two-other road colhswns were

----repor_ted one fram near the: -

. Bargo exit on the Hume Highway,

_and the‘other fiom: Picton Road,

near Wilton. . - - :
Several Kills have been

 reported from the furmer sate

over the years while the

"hadmr'ee-killsmﬂ\e' <X tw

came from Bomma Road,.
Kentlyn whére dogs kifled 3
female koala. : -
Such deaths are tragedies
because-mey are preventab!e

Iteportlmlasiyltlngsonﬂte
UWSpaw 9962 9996.. -

H
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("v f f‘:
By Robert CIose '

LAST week | mentioned that a
third koala, a female, had been
kitted near Wilton.

| have since [eamt that a dead
joey was found near the female.

It therefore appears likely that
a breeding group of koalaslives
in the Wilton area.

This conclusion will be
important for any environmental
" reports required if plannitg for
Sydney's second airport
continues near Wilton.
m Meanwhile, closerto home at
(Hares Road, Wedderbum, Ted
Lalot, who has been reporting
_koalas over many years, noticed
a young male koala that had
spent the last few days with its
mother overlooking his property.

Last Friday he noticed that the
mother had disappeared but the
younger animal was on the
ground and not fully mobile.

Ted was able to manoeuvre the
koala into a smalf cage then

called me. | took the koala to the
Wildlife Centre at Cobbitty where
the vet, Jane, inspected it. .

The koala weighed 5.5kg, indic-
ating that he was two years ofd.

" Puncture and saliva marks on
his backside, and another small
wound on his flank, indicated he
had been attacked by adog.

There was some bruising but
fortunately the wounds were not
deep.

Jane administered some tong
lasting antibiotics and considered
the koala should survive.

We held him overnight and
chacked that he codtd climb and
eat well before release.

Accompanying me on the
release was New Zealand artist,
Michel Tuffery and his family.

Michel is working ofi a project
in Airds and was delighted to
assist in attaching the koala’s
ear-tags and to see the koala,

Breedmg group at Wilton?
[ ac koan

now named Ted, close-up.

Most koalas leave their
riothers when they are omly one
year old but Queensland
researchers have shown that
koalas that stay with their
mothers for a second year h‘ave a
higher survival rate.

Young koalas presumably Ieam
more survival tricks the longer
they stay with their mothers,

S0 choosing a suitable release-
site was difficult.

i we released him back near his
mother we risked another dog
attack, but if we moved him from
his famifiar surroundings and his

. mother, we might discrientate him,

Moreovet, it is very difficuit to
find a place whete cars or dogs
are not a danger.

We decided on the former
option and Ted is free once more.
We hope people will see him

and report his movements.

Report koala sightings on the

UWS pager, 9962 9996.
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By Robert CIosa

ON Wednesdayﬂiere wgre two
- untagged koalas onthe bushi--
.land edge of Airds; an old male

" in Woolwash Road anda-
- younger animal about ~

750 metressoum in Dalkellh
Pl,ace o
- Theirarrival? was appatenﬂy

--duem fires néar the Georges - -
Rivér. | checked both koalas and-
<detided to have lhem vlhere
meg ware.

i beenmalreemmecarpark

i betweenthe Airds puby-and.

1- shopping centre since rmdnlgn,
1 it wasthe Dalkeithrkoala it

) Alternatlvely it wasa third
koala that had moved 150m
from Smiths Creek, or 500m
from the Georges River.
“0n assessing the situation ]

" ftwas.

. ﬁextmommg at 7ami recemed
: _a reportthat a small koata had: .

T st have mwed t.2 kllometres Eh
- i stones at it.

. decided to leave the koala where

29} in

Catchihg-a' koaia can be

- stressful and they sometimes
--: " jump during eapture attempts.

A fall ontothe bitumen car
park could have been serious.
Moreover; placing it in unfa-

:' -"miliar_surmundings following

* caphure may have been detni-
~mental.. " ¢

i+, The caller, however, feared that
- students amving for school

would torment the koala.
Unfortunately, he was correct.
The koala climbed down to a

" point where it was visible and

somé students, oblivious to the -
" potential penalties and to the
enormity.of their actions, thvew

The police were called and
also the new mayor, Sue )

" -Pobson, two council ofﬂce:sand

the local press.

I joined the throng and found
the koala had climbed high in
the tree and out of range.

Just Ieave them alone

My adwoe-was the same as
before however, in the aftemoon
a new group of students amived
and the RSPCA and the fire

- brigade were called. .
" lreturned to find a cherry

picker ready to go and a crowd of

spectators waiting.

We soon had the koala
captured, weighed, measured
and released by the Georges
River. '

So an apparently successfut -
outcome was dchieved.

However, some weeks we
receive 10 or more koala sight-
ings and we cannot calt the -
cherry picker, RSPCA, council,
police and WIRES every time to
save g koala from attack. :

- We have t¢ Jlve with the koalas -
and, as a community, respond to
people who abuse them. The . _

koalas are part of Campbelitown .
- and can Survive remarkably well

in subirbia when left afone.

Report koala sightings on the

" UWS pager, 3962 9996,
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Byllobettchse

FOLLOWING the dramatic -
captureof the il koate-
“Pobbo” last month, which
involved police, council, fire -
brigade, RSPCA and UWS _
another female koala, with a
joey, tumed ap in Airds.

Again, there were reports of -
| stone throwing anid, again, the
< fire brigade was cafled.

"| ‘penalties. oo

" We advised, however thatthe

“| - pair appeared to be safe in a
tree and should be left alone.

{ ° Catching koalas, particularly
those with large joeys, is -
hazardous because the inexperi-

- enced joeys tend to panic and
atiempt dangerous leaps.

~ This is dangerous enough in
the bush bat in built-up areas a

Moreover, the catchers would
have to be sure that mey could

Stone-throwing, of course" iéa' '
police matter and. eames heavy '

. fall onto concrete could be fatal.

Pedd. .fﬁrf

MAC KOALA

catch both mother and cub if -

- they wore hopimg te-benslocate

themtoa saferspot. _
However, the joey might climb- -

- up 1o the uppér foliage where
-capture woiitd be beth.difficult -
* and hazardaus. o

Alternatively they might
capture the joey but the mother
might refuse to descend.

The catchers.would then have

- to release the joey and hope that
the pair would reunite.

Morte than likely these activities
would be watched by a large,
excited group of onlogkers which
would tend to distract the koalas
from responding to the flag.

A crowd also makes conditions
tense for the catching team.

“Imagine the reaction from the -

crowd if the joey should jump
and injure itself! _

“We have beenadvising for
$0me time that there are now too

Hard to catch mum, |oey

‘many koalas for us to move all
that enter suburbia. _ '
For example, this was the fifth

- -koata reported in suburban Airds
~ inthe pastmonth. .
. Also inthe past two weeks, we

-have had six sightings from
Wedderbum, Sadly, one was of a
young male killed by a cat on the

‘Wedderbum causeway.
- Two koalas were also reported
_ from Appin Road one of which .

was killed in the spotted guri
forest along Appin Road.
On a brighter note an ear-tagged

- mother with its joey were reported -

from Kembla Reserve in Ruse.
We think that the mother was.
“Liz* who has been living in
suburban-Ruse for four years.
A bit further afield; a report
came in from WIRES of a koala

* sighting from Bullaburra near

Katoomba in the Biue Moun-
tains, the first from this area.

”_napanm“lgnungsonun

uwspags,ssazssse.
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|GPS shows their j

By Robert Close

MOST of our radio-tracking of
koalas around Campbelltown
has relied on yadio transmitters
attached to collars worn by the
animal. )

The transmitters emit signals
that we detect every week or two

by walking around the bush with -

a small receiver.

Problems arise, however, if the
koala moves beyond the range of
the transmitter.

With a fresh battery and
optimal conditions, the signal
can be detected over a distance
of three kilometres, _

However, the effective range of
the signal can be reduced by
factors such as thick, intervening
foliage, deep gulliesand big
trees.

If we fose the signal we then
have to search in everincreasing
circles from the most recent
sighting to try to re-establish
contact.

= zo/u_

MAC KOALA

Male koalas afe generalty more
difficult to track than females
hecause they travel further,

Consequently our radio-collar
research has concentrated on
females.

For information on males we
have relied mostly on eartag
sightings by the community.

This technigue has been quite
successfd and in the past two
months | have reported, in this
column, sightings of Cramar and
Price, long-term male residents
of Spring Creek and Smiths
Creek, respectively, and Bangor,

 who made it across Holsworthy

firing range only to be hit by a car
nearthe Princes Highway.

Great advances have been
made in the past few years in
radio-collar technology such that
we can now add to the collara
sateliite device that beams the
koala’s position at regular inter-

Advertiser

journey

vals back to our comptrter so we
always know approximately
where the animal is.

We then use the conventional
transmitter with its three-
kilometre range to find the actual
animal.

n addition, the collar carries a
GPS device which stores in the
collar more precise locations at
much shorter intervals so that
when we eventually recover the
collar we can see fine details of
the animal’'s movements.

These collars are much more
expensive than the original ones
but we have one available and
planto fitit on Price so that we
can follow his movements.

Unfortunately, we've not had
any reports of him in the last
month so | am making a special
appeal for people near Smiths
Creek and Leumeah High School
to watch out for a large, ear-
tagged koala,

Report koala sightings on the
UWS pager, 9962 9996,



_Advertiser

Mums on move with

| By Robert Close

AS expected for the last two
weeks of October, the busiest
time in the Camphbelttown bush-
land calendar, there were
sightings of koalas, often with
large joeys on their backs, across

“the district.

Georges River Road was
popular, with large untagged
koalas seen heside it near Freres
Crassing and Datling Avenue,
respectively, while a mother and
joey were seen neay the River-
view Road comer. -

Four days later a single koala
was also seen in Riverview Road.

Not far away in Old Kent Road,
another mother and joey were
observed on two occasions near
Kembla Resetve.

The observers could not see
eartags but we suspect that the
female is Liz, a koala well-known
to Ruse residents.

She was originally tagged in

3;}:0/12 '

MAC KOALA

Darling Avenue but has been
living since in Kembla and Cook
reserves,

The joey was beginning to
move separately from its mother
and may soon be off on its own.

{f past movements of young,
dispersing koalas indicate the
path this joey will take, it wilk
move stowly southwards
between the Geordes River,
Riverside Drive and Greengate
Road, with an occasional
venture into suburban Airds.

Another mother and joey pair
was seen in this area off Dalkeith
Place and a lone koala was a
little further south near Rangers
Road, St Helens Park.

Still further south, an
untagged, large koala was seen
maoving along Minerva Road near
the monastery in broad daylight.

We've had several recent

joeys

reponts of koalas near the
monastery so it appears that a
permanent home-range has
been established.

Drivers should be patticularly
careful in this area.

As usual at this time of year,
when young, inexperienced
koalas are moving into unfa-
miliar territory, we see the
highest frequency of koala road
deaths.

The Hume Highway is particu-
larly dangerous and this week a
young male was killed at Yerin-
hool, just north of Mittagong,

It is important that we record
and map these hotspots so that
steps can be taken, such as the
erection of suitable fencing, to
direct koalas and other wildlife -
through culverts and under
bridges rather than have them &y
to cross the highway.

Report koala sightings on the
UWS pager, 9962 9996.



'WHEN fmmds came for-an:
| :evening meal last Tuesday, {
‘1 shoutd have timed off i my knala R

. pager.: s
ARy calls: wnuld then be dea!t
wrth by other members of o
-1 koata team, Lynn Bowden

-Kieran Giifin, who-are-also
°| thepagerfink, - -
|- We had-alreaty) reoelved
pager calls that day — ‘ofig:

| -Strest Rigerone from Riverside -

. Drive, Aird&and oneofakoala . wastnablefo findthe knala or

'[; up-a power:pole i Parwin Road, .'_'_cuntactmezéallers.
- {- near’Smiths Creek.. " The story didn'te ﬂd thare
| Sodinnerwassfighty =~ . Twodayslater, Robinfom =
disturbed by the pager at 8pm ™ - Capertee Strest; Rise rangto ~
: reporting akodlaat273 Junc— report:a koata in her backyard,

.| tior-Road. The.caller gave no -

-coa?ct detallssew&snmed ~ tion Road'and the'koala was:

¥ brio report a koalain ~ ;|
- danger. atthe comer of Junction -
- and Georges Riverroads, . dnnron one snde.-and a swim- -

."iand capturedthe koalawho -
- turped outto be exlremely
docile. -

tthat stage I contacted team . .. Ave
pembers Lynn.and-Kiecanto see iy
gy could checkithe koala and”
-:iiynmrohfiged. Unfortunately she - -
- the smaller and her
+ -'switor was the lasger.

_ _camefrom Fiveash Street, theg
Thisaddress lSC[ﬁS&iE!JU!‘IO— .

“proba) _;!hesameanemathad o

 Report koala sightings
- UWS pager, 9962 8996

Sowe hope that D3

‘Wedderburn, ard a fiurry of
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Slghtmgs on Oid Kent Road

- By Robert Close

OLD Kent Road is an imporla_nt
: path for Campbelltown koalas.
" From Kenlyn Primary School -
and the Russian Retirement
Village in the east, the path.
* passes the start of the Peter
. Meadows Creek and Darling
- Avenue fire trails, then continues
along the tree-planted median .
strip past James Ruse-Park,
Stromlo z@ind Cook reserves 1o .
- meet Junstion Road, and, Worrelt
'-ReServe inthewest, - -
- On-October 18, a cafley

| réposted that a koala accom- -

'_ . panied by alarge joey, was .
outside 76 Old Kent Road. -

" Four days later the same palr )
.+, different:mother ant! cubwere - :
- seenif Old Kent Road i October.

| was walking down the road..
- outside nlimber 39. -

- Then on'November 7, a caller

: -reported that akoala, in his . .
~ backyard at number 27, was -
“trapped-inside a- Colorboncl '
~fence and in dan@r from dngs
A and smimmmg pool

(Daphne) matwecaptured ini

{(f,ut':_.,

MAC KOALA

We were able to caich the

‘koala easily, then fitted it with
- eartags and natried her Alexis —
“after the daughter of the caller.

The koala weighed a healthy

. six kilograms but had no joey in

the pouch. .

. “We assume thai she was the.. E
-~ {arge jogy Seen with its mother

on October 18 and 22.
However, it's alsd puwble that :

; onmose dates shewasin the -

commpany of an admidng male, -
As mature females weigh

:6-8 kilograms; Alexis would have -
been almost as big as her mother,

$o another possibility is thata -

-Most koalas separate from.

theirjoeys after a year but some
hangaround for a second year. |

] s.ln the latter

. ﬁaport koaia slghtlngsunthe

nsafby Caperlee Street and _
described in last week's ooiumn )
Joeys that stay with their -

" mothers foran extra yearsumife )

better {according to studies i in

Queensland) than those ﬂlat

leave earlier. _
" However; raising a succession

. of late ieavers may reduce the

overall number of joeys that &

. female can raise in_her kifetime..

Several deaths were reported . |

. during the week: a young koala on

the higtmay near the Pieton tum-

. offalong dead one on a bush”
- track nearthe Wedderbum austﬂp, :
. and yet another roadkill on the .

Princes Highway near Heathoote.
On a.happiet note, mothers =

with cubs were:seen in Bellbird -
. _Lané, Wedderburh; and Bagnoke
Place, Airds, while a single: koala' '

‘was fescued from the play area-
of the Sution Fomttruck-sto
restaurant '




Good h

By Robert Close

T 1S very confusing for people
- when'they see 6n TV and in the

newspapers that koalas are in

danger of extinction; yetat -

Campbelltown we have akoala -

poputation that is expanding.
“The clile to this conundrum is

that in 20 years of study we have:

never seen a koala showing the
“clinical signs of being infected
with Chlamydia, a bactéritm that
affects the eyes, the reproductive
organs and the urinary system.
The disease causes intense

| pain, infertility and death. If it~ -

< breaks out in Campbelttown our
* koala population would be at risk.
Onee a koala is infected, treat-
- 'ment is feasible onfy if the
disease has not taken too firm a

p-
Even then, the treatment Jasts
several weeks and the koala must
be held in captivity throughout.
" The cost of care and treatment
“Istherefore enormous.

th

Fortunately the Wildlife Health

- ‘d@nd Conservation Centre at
- " Cobbitty and its director, David

‘Phalen, are-dedicated to cating
. for and researchmg our lecal witd-

A -nfe

" “Professor Phalen will be talking
tomght{\‘.'ednesday) at7.30at

. the Campbelltown Art Centre

about koalas — What js the fuss, .

- Are they endangered or what?.

u Elsewhere in Campbelitow,
koalas continue to be active.
Two koalas were seen at Kentlyn
Primary School-and individuals
were also seen beside Georges

. River Road, a kilometre or 5o to

the south and north of the schoot.
- Another was seen at'the cormer
of Moorebastk and Cambridge
avenues, Moorebank.

We've had several koalas tum
up here as they follow the -
Georges River northwaids,

Then we had another sighting in

hopeful 5|gn _-

. ;}{u[u..

J MAC KOALA

“Wedderburn Gorge, presumably

‘of a young koala following the. -

Georges River southwards, .
It's always exciting to find an

_eartagged animal, and we were

delighted to hear froni a resident
of Kembia Crescent, Ruse, {who

Kniows her local koalas better

than I do}, that.Janice was in the
adjacent Sfmmlo Reserve with a

large joey. - .
Janice was tagged in November

" 2602 and is the daughter of lrene

who bived a kilometre to the ~
south, opposite Botany Place
beside Georges River Road:

" lanice would be 11 yeais old

now and it's great to see that -

- she’'s still reproducing well.

Stromio Reserve is just around
the corner from where we
captured Alexis last week, so the
area continues to be effective for
koala reproduction despite the

: dogs and cars.

" Report koala sightings o the

UWS pager, 9962 9996.
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Asﬁton ano}herroad victim

 failed to cross Appin Road safely.

-

By Robert Close

ALTHOUGH our pager systern
funs 24 hours a day, seven days
a week, we don’t often receive
early morning calls.

One came through this week,
however, at 4am when Tim
Robinson, from Appin, reported
that he'd picked up a koaia from
the Appin-Campbefttown Road
at the southern end of the
spotted gum forest,

This was the same place where
another koala died last month.

Tim was able to deliver the
koala to my home and we gave it
a cursory examination.

It was a four-kilogram male,
one year old, and would have
been just weaned by its mother.

it was very subdued but could
move its head and forearms so
we hoped for the best.

Tim exercised naming rights
and named the koala “Ashton”
after his son. .

The name is apt because the
koala's scientific name is
Phascolarctos cinereus, which

A Y

MAC KOALA

means “ashy-coloured pouched
bear”.

The koala, of course, isnot a
bear, but early biologists tended
to name newly discovered
species according to similarities
with familiar species.

Hence the thylacine was likened
to a wolf or a tiger and the rock
wallaby's scientific name,
Petrogale, means “rock weasel”.

I took Ashion to the Wildlife
Heatth and Consarvation Centre
at Cobbitty, where he was
examined more closely,

He was unable to move one
hind teg and the vat, Jane, was
worried. To check the trouble was
not just severe soft tissue

-tlamage, Ashton was X-rayed.

Unfortunately, the films
showed that he had a fractured
vertebra and further treatment
was not feasible.

So Ashton was euthanised and
joins the ranks of the many
koalas, mostly young, that have

This road separates the
Georges River catchment from
the Nepean River catchment and
is a hazard for any witdfife
following corridors between the
two river systems.

Roads can be significart
barriers, as David Phalen,
director of the Wildlife Health
and Conservation Centre said
during his tafk at the Campbell-
town Art Centre last week,

The Appin-Bulli Road marks
the boundary between kcala
populations from Campbelltown
and Southere Highlands.

Ifindividuals could cross the
road, the contact would be good
for maintaining genetic diversity of
hoth populations but may sinwul-
taneously transmit chlamydia.

- There is an apparent outbreak

* ofthe disease at Canyonleigh

and it has infected Heather and
Jemima at our translocation site
at Tarfo Naticnal Park.

Report koala sightings on the
UWS pagor, 9962 9996.
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nutritimél Values of the different - .' _ E
" sitesto see if they relate to koala - - Kentlyn ‘and. a rmtherancl cub
; densahesand drsmhutlon : _-dunngmetrtwo-day field | at Boonoke Place, Airds; -

“ Fusther afield, in:the Southe:n
nglﬂands, a koalawas seen T
_nearTa ong. " o

- Immediately; one-of the’ wsrters
" pointed out a knala in the fohage
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ByHobeltCIose

DOBSON returned to a trEe in -
- suburban Ajrds this week:,

- " Dobison the koala, thatis:not

" the thayor [Sue Dobson] after. -
i whori the young female koald ;.
: was named back in September.
* Itwasa day of high drama.at.

thetime with piolice; RSPCA, the

Fire‘Brigade with a cherry picker,
- the council and UWS jomlng
forcés to catch.the koala; .
. Dobsen,0¢ Dobbb as we cail
herwas released néarthe - .
~ Woolwash:and we hoped she
- woutd find an unoccupied paich
- of bushland to establish her
- home range. -
Howsver, Dobbo’s arival at the

s Cmnmum;y Centre on Riverside -

Drive indicates that she’s been -
unaiicogssiul,
Kerry Ellis and fnendswere

able-to capre. Dobbo and they
. two months.

released heragain in the bush. -
“If puridea is comect that the -

" rverside bushland is fully occu- '_ -

cub'en her back.

. These s;gntmgsdemonstrate .
“ thatkoalas can survive i in the,
© stbubs, 7

Aiso i Airds 126t September -
we received reparts of a karge;
dead male koala 200 metres

- from housing.

. Ithad been ewscerated by

- togs or foxes 5o it was difficult to
-assess the cause of death;
" 8o, fwas keento examinsthe
~gkull after it had been prepared for

study, a prooessmattakesabwt

I found the koala had aheny
mmom' in the uppernght gum- '

EE ‘"'”@f L

Na‘ ure some__tlm s cruel

Lol
o Themmmrhadg’own amund
MAC KOALA ‘the rear molar preventing the -~
Do et e s upperand loderiolars onthe. .
;  pied, then Bobbo is fikeiyte -~ - nghtmde from reeting pioperty. .- |
return to the sublurban areas. This would have reduced the
We think how that she should be 3koala s capacityto-grind up the
-, altowed fo chooss her own site. Ieaves that makg up itsdiet,” |
A tagged koala, piobably Liz, This means that it would have: = |/
--. has been reported frequently had to chew twice s fohg each
over the last month travelling day o extract the nutnents Pt
arourid suburban Ruse witha - needed to survive.

_ The koala, therefore; probably :
-starved slowly and painfully. -

‘Natureis oftennot gentle. |-
However, the keala had been ~ |

living with the tumour for some
_ time becatise thewhole muzle . -
= had twisted to the right.

This twist arises becausebuﬁé i
that's underload grows quicker
thari bone that's nat. ’

~ . So, because the koala was not -
- uging its fight-hand molars its.
“muzzle gréw fasteron the active

side causmg the dlstortlon

' ::'neportmlasagnungmme
fllWSpammm&

g, ST

AR . -_ )&w@&!
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-~ Bymmm

TWO' members of the communtty
- discovered badly injursd koalas
" -on different days last wesk, -
One koala was found besidé

Aberfoyle Road, Weddetburn, and '

the other baside. Appm Road.
Both had open woundson ™

“wounds were badly flybiowr.

Sothe koalas had p_een injured

for some time. "
We took bolhammals fothe :

- Wildiife Healthyand Conserviaﬁon._ .

- Centre: atCobbmywherethey
wergexamined.. -

Sadiy, the first, a young male -

his prime; was too badly injured
- aitd naﬁ"wbe_sﬁmarﬂsed 3

" typical of foadkills: norwere they.

typicat of dog-attacks. That .

leaves an attack ora fall caused

By-anotherkoala; or an acei- -
© dentat f4ll on something Sharp

Gmeq}the koala's age, the injury:.

'i'was pmhlycaused byﬁgmng

- Over the years we have found -
the ‘oceasional young male dead -

“beneath & tree, with no obvious -
- cauise of déath,

Oice, one was bmughﬁn with

' _-abroken infected upper ant, -

Tooth marks in the skm{mlde

- the bireak matched: meﬂlstnctwe_' s

incisar patier of a
0 figh

Herqéepmundﬁasam

 pentiimetreiong gash inthe uppes . _in
.. amnthat, on-cleaning, vieided = -
dozens of maggots, sofme more

than a centimet:e tong.

e e e

- proved to be a tough-old girl and"' ,
-she was hand-fed.

;' discomfort ofh_emoundwas Y
: abietohaulheiseiﬂntothe B

tf_, isadeﬁnitehazard - expel

.. Lachat whe, instead of flowers for |
".'ﬂwpﬂﬁenl.brougl’rtgunﬂéaves1 :
- Lk e woind-of the first.

. koala brougatin Cynsdldnot .

dldn‘l gwe her muoh
chance of surviving, but she

took to the mifk gruel with which

She atso nibbled on some . 1
gumleaves and despite the -

Onaof e first visitors was Guy |
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Helen was feelmg the heat

By Robert Close ‘b [ [ .
| sPARE a thought, on these'sweltering sum-

_{ | mer days, for the koalas in their thick coats.

Usually, however, a healthy young koala
doesn't suffer too much because it chooses a
tree with thick foliage and its coat gwes it
some insulation,
Then by adopfing a posnmn which maxim-
ises heat reflection by exposing its reflective
white belly and chest fur, while also maxim-
| ising heat radiation by keeping the dark fur of
1its back in the shade, it can keep relatively
cool. .

The systein breaks down, however, when the

koala grows older. Just like humans the ageing -
koala may suffer from arthritis, teeth wear.

and general wear and tear.

The result is that:it’s harder for the koala to.'

eat enough suitable leaves.to supply its food
and water requirements.

The koala then neglects to groom itself -

properly and instead of looking healthy and
grey, the upper coat looks brown and
| unkempt. The koala’s coat, therefore, is not as

efficient at radiating heat and the koala suf-.

| fers from the heat.

It then turns to evaporative coolmg by pant--

ing and consequently dehydrates.
Somne koalas then descend from their trees,
and seek shelter in rocky caves. '

N MIAC KOALA I

Perhaps that was what an old female koala
was searching for when it entered Julie Was-
son's garden at St Helens Park last week, -

Julie’s garden, in fact, is a populargiié for.-. .

koalas.

The most recent visitor had ear-tags and
proved to be “Helen”, originally captured less
than 500 metres away exactly 11 years ago..

She was carrying a two kilogram joey at the
time and we estimated her ageis three.

She wouild now be 14 years old, an age that
would correspond to about 80 human years.

Not surprisingly, her coat is brown and her

-teeth are worn. -

When Cate Ryan, from WIRES took her to

the Wildlife Health and Conservation Centre-

at. Cobbitty for a check-up, director Pavid
Phalen treated Helen for dehydration and
recommerided two weeks’ rest.

Cate, who is also caring for young Pindari,
whose mother died last year, undertook the

-task but is worried about Helen.

if, on release, she runs into mere hot
weather we'll probably be called on to rescue
her again...

l Please mport koata slghungs on the UWS
pager, 9962 9996.
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-koalawhefeaturedmmanyof_ 'burn - '
L the Mac Koala co!umnsuntll her. ahﬂeﬁnspectionmaled_

- Hoalth. and Consewanon Centre
atmm(.‘.obbltty Weawanmmsmts
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B .,

disappesring, - 2t 9.30am, whereas most sight-: -~ Campbelitown and both-.
This sighting s me turthest * ings.are at dawn and dusk, - - -tmmMmto Heights::
- northon Georges Riverthatwe .. - This means people usingthe: - - Sadly, another kaala _
“ 1 have récorded aiid- gives s i fiver should be ot look-out. ‘dirty bottom was seen aué
“| hope matavlablemp n _platypusesatanyhmeufday :
emsts alongthe: nver U Hopefully, the Tatest platyp g
: YpLS 1D . survived the recmtdelu@ S Kentlyn,- butonty:four Kilok

"'-’phtypustooam and go unseen;

10 15 metres from them and E . Another interesting factoris’ .. ' Tms is orily the. secbnd _

staved for 30° seconds before - “thatthe platypuswas observed - mangein a koala we've séen at

fmm the two koatas with mae

_ mluown populatlon

However, the bad news |s1hat
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Would |t reall

ARV R

By Robert Close

RESULTS of our 23-year study of
Campbelltown's koalas show

that female koalas that establish

their 20ha home ranges are
living up to 15 years before dying
of old-age related causes after
producing many offspring.

e This means once all the suit-

able places 10 establish a home

range have been occupied, most
of each crop of joeys must move

away from their mother’s territory
to find their own spots,

From Campbelttown the joeys
can move north along the
Georges River untif they hit Liver-
pool, east to Holsworthy firing
range, south beside the river to
Appin and then to the catchment
of Cataract Dam or west to the
Nepean River.

We have found several ear-
tagged koalas taking the
northemn, eastem and southern
options but only one that took

MAC KOALA

the westem route. That rowte is
important, however, becatise
once beside the Nepean River,
the koala can move either north
or south without crossing a road
by moving under any of the
bridges.

To test my hypothesis, there-
fore, I've been expecting to find
koalas in unusual places not far
from the Nepean.

S0 when Ewan, of Mount
Annan, reported a dead koala in
a gross pollutant trap that leads
into Lake Annan, | was keen to
verify the report.

The lake is only 3km from the
Nepean and linked to it by a
small creek and vegetation, so it
was accessible for a koala.

After Ewan had shown me the -
dead animal, | agreed with him it
could be a koala, _

It was floating on its stomach

y be a koala‘?

about 5m from the sade of the
edge of the trap and was hugely
bloated.

The water was so foul we
couldn't see if it had a tail and -
unfortunately it was in about a
metre of water which prevented
us from wading outto inspect it.

Ewan cunningly built a grap-
pling hook from a wire coat
hanger and with a well tossed

_rope was able to puII the corpse

ashore,

Unfortunately, it was a very
large, very bloated grey cat the
tail of which had been hanging
vertically down into the sludge. .
Dead grey cats, in fact, are the
most commonly misidentified
animal that people report.
Nevertheless, I'd rather attend a
false alarm than miss a true. -
record from an unusual location.

Please report all koala sight- - .

. ings on the UWS pager,
9962 9996.
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_'_ - Asmore young joeysare
- producedeml’thsCreek

A Sewere srgnungs of mothers
| andj jaeys have begn-recorded -

are us:ng theénure Iengm ofthe
| :reservi from Airds to Leumeah
| - Anather kaala stirred up-..

- i excilemerit in Winbourne Place,

' vt farfrom the uppérreaches of .
i Smlths Creek in. Am:ls

-_..subumanﬂirds R tre

‘m Generally, the mention of cﬁl‘a- B
B _mylia in this column means bad - - i

< news butniow | have some-good ' : e
. news: the chlamydial female ° Please reputt oll koala sl@-

. koala Was sﬂmg&nough o

. cary a'adio-collar'so thatwe -
.- cari follow herprogress and . =
chieek thatail the-effort. madeto
rehablrrlalfg her was noli)lfn vam

koala broughtimto the Wildiife .:ngaontnglJWSpagar,

- Health and Conservation Contre. _ 9962 9996.
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Vale to one of our fi nest

&13443
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By Robert Close

THIS is the time when the first of
last year's koala joeys are -
venturing off their mothers’
backs and learning how to climb
_ | .and jump as they prepare for
" independence,
_ Few koalas, however, are moving
outside their favourite spots so
people aren’t noticing them.

It has been a sad week,
because Campbelltown losta
dedicated lover of wildlife with
the death of Pam Hindes.

She was an animal carer with
immense patience and concern

* forthose she looked after.

When | first met her, Pam was

tending to a juvenile red flying

. fox{(also called a fruit bat) that
had torn its wing on & barbed
wire fence,

At that time, little had heen.
publashed onthe development of
this speme& o

However, Pam's diary notes

- were s0 complete and her obser-
-vations so keen that we were

able to publish a small scientific
paper on the fying fox's rate of -

“growth and behaviour.

Pam is also well-known ferrhe
column that she contributed to -

the newsletter published by the -

Macarthur branch of the -
National Parls Association.
- This well-researched colurmm

_entitied Pam’s Backyafd wasa

whimsical and poetic story of -
some aspect of behaviour of one
or other of the many animals,
mainly birds, which would visit
her smail but busy backyard
which connected directly with
the bushtand of Spring Creek at

- St Helens Park.

Her.concem for wlldhfe tedto
her membership for many years

ofthe Animal Care and Ethics

. Committee of the University of

Western Sydney. .

This committee oversees alt
research on animals (inctuding
our koala studies).
~ Atthough Pam supported our
koala research and donated a
radio-collar to the studies, she
was thorough with her reading of
our research applications and
wolkd not hesitate to speak up if
she thought the koalas' welfare
was compromised.

So Campbelktown has lost a

. great advocate for its bushland

and wildlife. She was a gentle,
thoughtful person and will be’
sorely missed by us aff, -

Please report all koala sight-
Ings on the UWS pager, -
9962 9996, -
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Giving Pindari a chance

By Hobert Close

ONLY one call came in on the
pagerthis week,

ltreported a large koala near
the junction of Hillcrest Road
and Wedderburn-Road.

-The caller also reported that

she had heard koalas bellowing.

Because male koalas bellow to
attract females, we assume that
their breeding season extends
into March in Campbelftown.
& Meanwhile, Pindati, the young
male koala being hand-raised by
WIRES member, Cate Ryan;,
grows bigger and stronger by the
day. We've delayed his release
until the periods of extreme heat
and rain have passed.

There are two-schools of
thought on the issue of optimal
time ta release, The first is that

the hand-raised koala should be -

released as early as possible -
after weaning ta mirror what
happens in the wild where most

73/3)t3
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young koalas leave after a year
with their mothers. However, at:

this age they are very vuinerable

to dogs and even owls, .
The second view is that the

" koala should be held until it is _
clearthat it wants to leave: This

is shown by constant activity in

the cage and stroppy behaviour -
. when handled by the-carer.

Research has shown that
young koalas that stay an extra |
year with their mothers have a
better survival rate than those
that leave after one year,

Presumably the youngsters wilf

have learned maore about
survival from their mothers and

grown bigger and stronger before

having to fend for themsetves.
Young males, however, will

have to face resident males that -

are more than twice their weight.

These older males will attempt _

to drive them away at best, and

injure them or force them out

-orto precatious branches at -
- worst..

Pindari will have had little or
no experience with other larger

" male koalas and may react to

them in inappropriate and
potentially fatal ways.

- S another reason to delay his
release is o be sure the
breeding season is well and truly

_-Over,

He would then have three to
four months to adjust to dealing
with choosing his own food,
reacting to other koalas and aft -

- the other aspects of freedom

hefore the mates start bellowing
in eamest again in July.

Ploase report all koala sight-
ings on the UWS pager,
99629996,
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Colourful snakes in area

MS:‘}

By RohertClose B

THERE was only one koala -
sighting reported again tast

week, this time from Parma Cres-

cent, St Helens Park.

This street backs on to the
Georges River Reserve and - -
Spring Creek and what used to
he the home range of one of our
radio-collared females,
Courtney, who died of a jaw
disease lastyear, . .

Hopefuily, this recent sighting
is of a new female established in
Courtney's vacated site.
= This quiettime for localkoalas
aliows me to emphasise the fact
that there are many other species
of wildlife in the Campbeltiown
hushland besides koalas, all of
which deserve our recognition,

For example, not very far from
Parma Crescent, in Wedderburn
Road, Pat and Barry Durman
noticed and photographed a
strikingly cotoured bandy-bandy
snake (pictured) that, sadly, had
been hit by a car.

This beautiful snake is some- -
times called a hoop snake

MAC KOALA !

. because of its hatut‘of ratsmg a_ _
“section of its body vertically off

the ground in a loop.

“Then, when the snake moves, '

the resultofme loop and the -

‘banding is to produce a flicker
effect with the looped section
appeaning to move in the opposite.

direction to the rest of its body.

This eurious behaviour is
believed to distract potential
predators.

The bandy- handygrows to less
than a metre in length and is.
found in a variety of habitats
across NSW and Queenstand,
extending inta the Northern
Tetritory, northemn Victona, and
eastern South Australia, although
itis rare in the latter two states.

It is venomous, but the poison

.glands are smalt and it is not

aggressive.
It is nocturmal and bifrows

under soil beneath rocks and logs -

during the day, coming out at
night to feed exclusively on blind

snakes, which are small shakes

that have only rudimentary eyes.
* Besides the bandy-bandy and

- blind snakes, the Campbelftown -

bushland supports a number of
inferesting snakes.

Perhaps the mostimpaortant is
the broad-headed snake, a

. colourful, venomous snake that

is found in the catchments of the
Georges and Woronora rivers.

Itis classified as endangered
and a major problem for it is that
some gardeners illegatly collect
the flat sandstone rocks, under .
which the snakes shelter and

hunt for geckos. Moreover, some

uniscrupulous reptile collectors
take them from the wild,

Please report all koala sight-

ings on the UWS pager,

9962 9996. -
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8y Robert Close

TWO calls came in on the pager
this week.

The first was from Hodgson
Close, Wedderburm, about a
koata with a tag in its left ear.

This could be Kade who was
tagged in Hodgson Close in 2005.

~ However, there are other
potential candidates, so we
need to determine the colour of
the tag in the right ear to be sure,

It's an important sighting, if it
is Kade, because it indicates
that he has been in a stable
locality for eight years.

If s, local residents should
see him again. We'll find out the
fight ear tag colour, yet!

The other callt was from WIRES;
Cate Ryan had picked up from
8immo's beach, Ingleburn, a
young four-kilogram male koala
that had fractured one of the
boties in each lower, rear leg, We
don't know how he injured his leg
but expect that he had a fall,

His fate will be decided at the

Pagers report s

27,}"”‘3’!’;?

ghtings

m Young male found with broken legs

MA CHOALA

Wildlife Health and Conservation
Centre at Cobbitty later today.

Koalas are remarkably efficient
at surviving in the bush with a
broken leg.

- Qur study of the skeletons of
road-kill koalas showed that
several had broken bones that
had healed before the accident
that finally killed them.

® On a different matter, | was
disturbed from my Sunday
morning cuppa by the combined
shrieking of magpies,
currawongs, ngisy miners, pee-
wits and butcher birds.

They were taking it in tums to
attack something in the upper
foliage of a tall tallowwood in our
backyard.

With my biroculars | was able
to spot the object of such hatred:

* apale owl with large white eye
disks.

It was probably a barn owf, the_
first that i had seen in the area
in 20 years,

We've found that birds will
also attack koalas in much the
Same manner.

They must think the koala is a
predator. However, the attacks
always seem to be in places
where we hadn't seen koaias
before.

In places where koalas are
relatively common the birds have
leamed koalas are not dangerous
and they are ignored, except by
‘black-chinned honey-eaters that
pluck fur for their nests.

Sa if birds are seen mobbing a
koala, it's a good indication that
koalas are new to the area.

Please report all koala sight-
ings on the UWS pager,
9962 9996,
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By Robert Close whether the Airds Rengwal
o MAC KOALA " Development would adversely
ONLY one koata sighting was : - . affect koalas, given that pethaps
reported on the pager this week.  to leave the reserve e\remually. 100,000 square metres of
It had been roaming through a Unfortunately, their escape - parks will be altered.
front garden in Guildford Place,  routes to open bushiand are My response was that the
Leumeah, and most likely had limited. They must either cross . affected aread is not large
come out of Abercrombie busy Junetion Road orfollowthe  enough or sufficiently forested to
Reserve which links into Smnths reserve south until they come to support a female home-range.’
Creek Reserve, Airgs shops. _ The area, as discussed above,
This latter reserve suns from From there they have anarrow  however, is an important corridor
Pembroke Road nearthe Wests  section of suburban Airds to or resting point for dispersing
" Leagues Club towards Briar cross before entering bushland ~  koalas going into or out of
Road, near Airds High School. beside the Georges River near Smiths Creek or continuing their
Sightings of koalas there have  the Woolwash, : travels beside the Georges River,
been increasing and we have Koalas also come into Airds As many eucalypts as possible
ear-tagged two males and a from the reverse movement: that  should be pfanted in and around: |-
female in the reserve. - is, joeys of mothers established  the development area so that
The total bushland anea is only beside the Georges River are koalas will have to walk as small
" about 100 hectares and given moving or being driven into Airds  a distance as possible between
‘that female koalas in Campbell-  as all suitable sites by the river  trees. - :
town need at least 20 hectares for  are being occupied. We predict that 2013, from
their home-ranges, then we can We know from the extensive July, will be a big year for the
anticipate that the reserve could movements of Curls and- - appearance of young koalas in
support five female koalas. Jemima, daughters of radio- suburban Airds.
These five females, however, are  coffared mothers in Kentlyn, that Piease report all koala sight-
" capable of producing one younga  this is the case, ings on the UWS pager,
year — and these youngsters have Alocat resident asked me- 9962 9996,

r
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Try

By Rohert Close

IT'S always exciting to find, or
have reported, a koaia with ear-
tags. It means we can fillina
little more of that animal's fife.

For example, how farhas it
moved since its last sighting, if
at alt? Is it breeding? Is it
healthy? Howold is it? |

But hecause we have tagged
so many koalas we have to use
two ear-tags to give each animal
its own unigue colour combina-
tion.

Even then we sometimes give a
male and female from different
areas the same combination
when there are no other options.

So we have to be able to see
each ear clearly.

This is often difficult
depending on the koala's height
and position in the tree,

However, each tag is individu-

ally numbered and we can
sometimes read the number with

1o ]yl
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the help of binoculars and we
have sometimes identified a
koala's number from photos.
There are other problems, too,
because in some light conditions
an orange tag wilk look red and
light blue will look white and so
an. And with age the tags fade
slightly and on sare occasions a
tag is lost. it is very frustrating to
know that the animal is tagged -
but not positively identifiable.
Such an occasion occurred .
this week when our team spotted
a koala beside Peter Meadows
Creek. They couid see a green
tag in its left ear but the right ear
was hidden. '
They thought, but weren't
absolutely sure, it was a male.
The most likely candidate was
Maximus, tagged as a juvenile
along Darling Avenue at Kentlyn
in July 20086.

MO Cotianss pu; 7{st]t

However, it could also have
been Alan, tagged at Minto
Heights in 1998. Or one of four
local females.

Alan would be a very old koala
if he were alive today but this
would be a record age for a
Campbelltown male so it's
important to verify the identity.

Bushwalkers along the creek
could help by keeping a look-out
along the trail on either side of
Peter Meadows Road.

i you see it, check you are
tecording the animal’s left and
right ear and look for a dirty
stain about the size of a 50-cent
piece in the middle of its very
white chest,

The stain is produced by a
gland which occurs only on
males,

Take a phato and notify us via
the pager {below).

Report all koala sightings on
the UWS pager: 9962 9996.
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FVincen

m Too many for

ear-tag team

By Dr Robert Close

IN THE maost tecent column, |

discussed the eartagging system, ;
and how we use itto plot movements 13

of koalas around the district.

As a result of the increased numbers
of koalas in the district, the task of
tagding every animal that is reported
to us via the koala pager has become

too farge for our catching team.
We are now tagging only those

animals that are rescued from

dangerous situations.

There are other ways of identifying
koafas that don't require ear-tags.

A good example arose recently

when a koala appeared (pictured) on

Georges River Road with a semi-

circular piece, the size of a 10 cent

and ! carry scars
inflicted through
heavy welding gloves.
However, the bite is

narrow and unless the
ear tore in an unusual
manner, | would have
expected more of a U-
shaped tear.
_Vincent also has a
distinctive pattern of
black and pink skin
around the nostrils at
the base of his bfack
nose pad.

- In other koalas the
pattern can range fromi all black to
quite unusual designs in pink.

coin, cut neatly out of its left ear.
Assuming that it's a male, we’ll

obvigusly have 1o ¢all him "Vincent”, At one stage we started setting up a
in honour of Van Gogh. The most © register of nasal patterns,
likely cause of his wound is fighting. One koala that recently had ear-tags

Koalas have very sharp incisors, as

_ fitted was Pindari, the young koala that
I've discovered on many occasions

has been in WIRES care since his

seemed fit -mg name

mottter died of cancer in July 201
. He now weighs more than five

-grams and is ready for release, |

whenever we've set a date weatt
conditions have been either too
windy or wet.

Because he has spent the last
months in a spacioks cage he he
been spared having to deal with
conditions.

Consequently, we want to relez
him in optimal conditions.

Fhope to report his successful
release soon.

Pindari shows signs of being ¢
Cate Ryan, his carer, has notices

-Pinglari takes the branches cut f

food and uses them to construc
kind of “nest” pn which he then:
I've never before heand of suct
behaviour.
Let's hope he doesn’t try build
one in windy conditions on reles

Please repatt ali koala sighting
the UWS pager 996 29996,
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Pindari gains gonfldence

By Dr Robert Close

PINDARI, the hand-raised koata
that we released back inte the

wild two weeks ago is doing ali

the right things.
He was very cautious at first
untit he became familiar with life

- OUtside his former aviary home.

For a while he moved in
10-metre forays to different food
trees. -

He then felt confident enough
to move 150 metres up the vailey
to the very spot where he had
last seen his mother before her
death from cancerin July 2012.

Is this a coincidence or could
he somehow recognise the site?

One of my colleagues
considers that a koala's fong-

lasting faecal pellets can mark
its home-territory for at least six -

months after the animal's death.
Maybe Pindari is following an old

scent path. Whatever the explana- |
. tiom, his chances of survival have

inereased now that he is comfort-

) able chmbmg. feedmg and

- MAC KOALA

descending from tafl trees.

During the ABC TV segment
show after Pindari’s release, the
interviewer asked me “what '
chances do you give for Pindari's
survivai?”. | replied “20 per cent”,
a statement which closed the
news item and left viewers with a
bleak feefing about the project..
However, the justification for my
guesstimate is quite complex,

First, ] assumed that “survival”

" would require that Pindari lives to
-the age of five, by which time he

would be big enough to mate
successfully; _

So Pindari would have to
survive another three years.

Given a Campbelltown popula-
tion of 400 koalas and a
breeding life for a female of 13
years, starting at two, theri 80
male and 80 female joeys will be

- born.
It’s an interesting calculation to - -
~-graph out the.potential growth of

“our Campbelltown animals

remembering that in the second
year 80 more females enter the
Dreeding group and about 20 die
of old age. That year there will be -

- 220 joeys bom.

Clearly there must be signi-
ficant fatalities among the young
animals. Otherwise, Campbel-

* town would be overwhelmed with

koatas.

My gut feeling is that 50 per cent
of young femafes probably survive
to establish home-ranges, while
oRly 25 per cent of males make it.

Because.of Pindati’s back-
ground | expected that his initial
chances were a little Jess than for
normal maies. :

After his brilliant first three

- weeks, however, | consider that
* his chances are now the same as

for wild-raised males.

Please repost koala sightings on
the UWS pager: 9962 9396. '
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' Bynraobertclose

BETH and Robert Michie are 'stal-
warts of the Macarthur branch-of
the National Parks Association.

River Road for many years,
In alf that time, however, they
have never seen a koala on théir

‘property.

: and we believe that the entire .
= length of the Georges River Road
¢ from Junction Road to The Basin
: — seven kilometres — is flanked
i by potential koala habitat.

 always reassared them that it

~ was just a matter of time before
~ they were visited by a koala.
Solwas not surprised when -

theit netghbouf Adele, rang last

. week to report that she had a

* young koala in her chook yard.

" Further south along Georges

; River Road, in Old Kert Road,

Y another caller, Jodie, reported

three koalas in her garden: a

i mother and ;uey and presum- -

who have lived beside Georges B

This is surprising because they
have koala food trees on the site

VlSltor m the ¢ hoo k

2a(5/13
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ab!y, a male. Jodié also

. méptioned that shé had heard
‘$quealing during the night.

These sounds are made by the
female during the rather vigorous
mating procedure,

Jodie also expressed fears that -

the squealing may have been
due to her dog attacking the trie.

Fortunately, there were no
signs of damage, although a dog
can cause extensive damage
without Jeaving signs of the
attack,

This is because the koala’s skin
is 5o elastic that the dog's teeth

do not actually break the skin but

stifl crush the tissues beneath,
Because all properties along

Georges River Road will at some
~ Stage be visited by Koalas, those
- with dogs are likely to find th_e_m

selves in Jodie's situation.
We ask that dog owners be

- vigilant in investigating any

ch_a_an'gé in their dogs’ barking that

'.may indicate a visit by akoala. -
w 1 have:some fears that Pmdan
- the recertly released, hang-

Taised, yoiing koala won't fnow

_how to-react to dogs.

Unfortunately we lost oontabt .
wiith him. after his- radm—collar

. faited.

He was last seen headlng south
and is likely to be crossing

 Weddesbum Road at any moment.

He can be récognised by his

- individually coloured ear-tags.
| Onthe topic ofear-tag,s, I rust

correct my conclusion last week -
thata tagged koala seen in Ruse
was Ariel. - :

Close inspection of the photo-
graph allowed us to see the-
number stamped on the tag. In
fact, the animal was Bemile, ear-
tagged in James Ruse Parkin
2008,

Please report Iu:iala slmﬁgs oh
the uws pagpr_:-sssz 9998,
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Eyes peeled for Pindari

By Dr Rabert Close

- THERE has beenno sign of
Pindari, the recently released,
hand-raised young koata.

" Residents it St Helens Park
should watch out for him.

He will have no fear of humans-
and possibly dogs as well. If
amyone sees him please cali us
via the koala pager and take a
photograph, if possible, to show
the colour of his ear tags.

Besides his ear tags, he should
be wearing a radio ollar
However, the collar was designed
to fall off after a few months, so
e may have already Jost it.

We wanted the collar to fali off,

just in case the transmitiar failed
| {asin fact happened) and we
were unable to find him.
Pindari is only hatf-grown and
he will develop strong neck

- -muscles. So the coilarcould

have eventually strangled him

had it been permanently _

MAC KOALA

attached. Adjusting the tightness
of the radio-colar is always diffi-
cult. Teo foose and the coltar falls
off, too tight and the koa!a could
be strangled.

We always attach the collar just
foose enough for it to slip over
the koala's head, in case a small
branch should catch under the
collar.

This means that the coliar falis
off accasionally and we lose
cantact with a koala, but it's
safer for the animal.

We are not the only reseaich
group having difficulties. A
recently published scientific
paper on the problems and
successes of radio-tracking witd
Australian mammals reporied

- ihat of 82 radio coltars deployed

on koalas, six failed, all within
one to four months.
& Koalas continue to appear on

the eastern side of Holsworthy.
firing range and Heathcote . .
Nationa! Park. The most recent
sighting, on-May 19, was onthe
comer of Moore Street and East
Parade, Sutherand, only 20 -
mietres from the railway line

ifit came out of Royal Natiol
Park it would have had to cross
both the raitway and the Pnnees
Highway. e

The chancesof it survwing '
route would have-been small.}

however, if it came via Worono
cemetery and Loftus orForbeg
creeks from the Woronora R

The koala had vanished by Y
following day and has notb
reporied since. It seems un
that it could live forlong in tha
busy area without being seen:
Perhaps it has found peace
fertiity in the cemetery!

Please raport koala sighiin
the UWS pager: 8962 99
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of the public-picked up & male-
adult keala frofir the motonvay

1 near the Colo Vale exit. .

| - The animaf was obviously .
| wanting to'cross the rad and -

| was very stressed, and the driver’ }

“rescued” hira. Put him in the
- tool box of his.iite ard {ook I't
i home, Then rang WIRES:
Atocal vetthecked him over

| and:e wa ;mfyhewwyyoung

|, matewith

sibile problems.
He was reléased in the :
national parkjust at the back of
Colo Vaie and ran up a tree as
. _fast as his legs could carny him.”
. The quotation above is a
WIRES raiport of & recent incident

|, thiat occutred on the Hume

- Highway. The diiver was risking -

" injuiy by collecting the koala and
risking an escape at the end of
his journey. Had the animal been

;| carrying chlamydia, it could have

|| introthiced the diseaseto a

i| chlamydia-free population.

DR MAC KOALA
“ON June 2 [Sunday], a member - '
- humans outside their normal

- disease transfer.

'regonbeﬁzrewewe:enauﬁecl;

Mwamentuf I«Jalasby
rangs is avery real isk of .- - .

Long:-term readers of'.t'his '
column would remember the -

socoer match in the lilawatia -

m While on thie topic of unusuat..
movements, | was mcently sent
some maps of sightings
collected by the Australlan Kaala

- Foundation, which siipports. -
‘tesearch and campaigns agamst

" destruction of koala habitat. The
foundationhas collected details

of koala sightings acngss sastem
Auswalia. ~ -
One group of three mtrigumg
sightings was at West Hoxton,
just west of .Cprasture-Roéd. L
Were these sightings of a single

" Powerhiouse apped

-~ reminartt ot & once more w:dély -
- distributed population? - '

DNA studies would help solve '

" this problem, o we ask drwers :
along Cowpasture Road and
" local residents-of West Hoxton: to
-report recent and hastoncai koala
sightings from the area. :
- story of radio-collared koata'lyn,
* who was ‘resclied’ fioms Peter
- Meadows Road and takertoa |

‘Du nearest reported sighting -

. was near Glenfisld Road and The
*. Crassroads, We have heen .
: .';_-_unable o venfythe accuracy of -

bt have lorig -
-, considered that the Leacock: -

. Regional Park nearme"CHaL_l a_,_ L

mellent koala habitat, -
Qur nearast verified gighting -
was at the comer of Cambndge

and Moorebank avenues, Mooré- S

bank. That's 10km from West.

- Haxton, well within the petenual
" of a defermined young koala.

Nevertheless, we would like to-

'ver?fy the West Hoxton reporL _
". Please report ltoala siglhngs o

long-distance foot-traveller, or &

Cemel -

the UWS pager: 9962 9996.
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By Dr Robert Close

LAST week | was at Campbell-
town Library attending the meet-
the-author talk given by Karen
Daley about her new book on the
sinking of the Titanic.

In the audience was Karen's
husband, Barry, former deputy
general manager of Campbell-
town Council who told me that
sgme months age he had
spotted a koala.

That's not so unusual these
days — except this koala was
trapped in a chook yard, as was
another reported in this column
two weeks ago.

Barry had been attending a
meeting at StThomas Move
church in Acacia Street, Ruse,
but could not remember whether
the koala had ear tags. Fortu-
nately he had taken some
photographs and subsequently
sent them to me.

The photographs clearly show a
light blue tag in the left ear and,

MAC KOALA

less cleatly, a red or orange tag in
the right. This pattern is most
likely to be that of Alexis,
captured in November last year
in Old Kent Road not far from
Junction Read.

When we maghnified the'image
we thought we could see a tiny,
fur-fess, clawed paw protruding
from Alexis's pouch region.

A female koala has a
backwards-facing pouch, with
the opening almost between
the hind legs, uniike a kangaroo
which has the opening about
whete you'd expect to find
its navel, if it had one (which
it doesn’t).

After we had originalty
captured and tagged Alexis, we
did not want to release her at
the point of capture because of
its proximity to the dangerous
Junction Road. So we released
herin buskland nearthe

Marsupial in chook yard

Georges River opposite the
church in Acacia Avenue.

This area was part of the home
ranges of two of our fermerly
radio-collared females, Shirley
and Charlotte, so we knew it was
good koala habitat.

Alexis, however, has now
crossed back into suburbia butis
still in a narrow corridor of trees
that runs from the church across
James Ruse Park, past Stromlo
Reserve into Cook and Bendall
reserves, beside Junction Road.

If they can cross the road there
they are in the relative safety of
Smiths Creek Reserve. We know
that koalas regularly use part ot
ali of that corridor.

It will be intetesting to discover
whether Alexis will also follow the
path. As usual we depend on
the community to report her
movements, So check your
chook yards! _

Please report koala sightings on
the UWS pager: 9962 9996,




Zoo conference on care

By Dr Robert Close

ON Sunday, the conference
theatre at Taronga Z00 was
packed with WIRES members
attending an all-day course on
the care of koalas.

Topics included biology and
physiology, road-kill, rescue,.
heaith and hygiene, stress and
paif, enclosures, natural diet,
food trees, common diseases,
care of sick and injured koalas,
and rearing of orphans.

It was impressive to'see such
enthusiasm among the audience
for the care and survival of koalas.

There are a lot of tricky issues
for koala carers such as “at what
point do you decide that an
{ animal is too badly injured to

attempt to save it and rehabil-
itate?”, or “will a koala that has
heen in care for several weeks be
able to settle backintoits
original home without undue
stress to itself orto a new amval

2616(13
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that may have settied in to the
site during the former’s absence’
| was one of the speakers and
spoke about the distribution of
koala colonies in and around the
Sydney basin and the state of
chtamydiosis in these colonies.
Briefly, | said that there are three
well-known local breeding areas:
Campbelitown, Kumrajong area and
Witton/ Southern Highlands.
However, there have been many
other sightings across the Sydney
basin that we know little about. -
For instance, a population of
perhaps 30 animals was
telieved to live in an area of Ku-
ring-gai Chase National Park that
was not burnt in the 1994 fires.
To the best of my knowledge
there have.been no methodical
searches for this population
since that time. | find it amazing
that for an animat as famous and

recognisable a_s-a koala we lack
basic information suci as distri-
bution and abundance.

| also mentioned that koalas in
the three breeding areas can be
distinguished by their DNA -
profiles, indicating that they have
been isolated from each ather for
some time and during this period
genetic variation has been lost
from all three. Howevey, linking
the groups by dispersal would
restore the levels of genetic vari-
ation to a healthier state.

Unfortunately, this leads to a

. paradox F have mertioned in

previous columns., That is, linking
the three groups will allow Chla-
mydia to be spread from the two
infected groups to the currently
clean Campbelttown group.

Chiamydiosis is an excruciat-
ingly painful disease and our
Campbelltown animals are likely
1o be very vuinerable,

Please report koala sightings
on the UWS pager: 9962 9996.
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Rain presents problems

By Dr Robert Close

SPARE a thought for Pindari, the
_ young hand-raised koala
released recently at St Helens
Park. His first experience of really
heavy continuous rain must have
“been uncomfortakle for him,
“despite his adaptations for -
coping with harsh conditions.

His fur is soft, thick and springy
‘and provides better insulation
than does the fur of other
marsupials, (Antarctic explorer
Douglas Mawsan was reposted to
sport a keala-skin hat.}

During heavy rain, Pindari will
adopt a ball-like position, with
his head tucked in to his chest,
s0 that the rain will run off.

Some mammals have thick
layers of fat to provide insulation.
Koalas carry little fat, so must -
rely on its fur.

Maintaining the furis therefore
a priosity. Dreadlocks and other
tangles must be sorted out, and
koalas have a special comb to -

MAC KOALA _

achieve this. The second and
third toes of their hind feet are
fused together except for the
actual claws which work together
like a small comb. Koalas ¢can
reach any part of their bodies
with this comb, This means that
they can also scratch any hurnan
that tries to pick them.

Kealas in the cold and wet can
reduce, blood flow to their backs
to cut heat loss.

But their lack of fat supplies
means long rainstorms may be
hazardous. Pindari should
survive because his coat was in

-gxcellent condition. His teeth are

sharp and efficient so he will be
able to obtain maximum value
from his feeding bouts.

Not s0 capable of surviving
heavy rain are older, unhealthier
koalas.

_ Their grooming is not so effi- -

‘cient and their coats are-often

brown and matted. The rain is
tess likely to run off their coats
and the insulation would be less
efficient.

Although we have not seen
Pindari for several weeks, we are
not overly wonried. Tagged
animals often tumn up.

ln the very early days of our
study we refeased another young
koala, a female that we named
Elle, that hiad been in WIRES
care, The release site was beside

- {¥Hares Creek at Wedderburn.

We heard nothing more from
her for eight years when she was
discovered at Wedderburn Gorge,
a trip of about six kilometres.

We then fitted her with a radio-
collar and foltowed her life for
another four years, when we -
found her body on the ground
following a violent storm.

- Please roport koala sightings
on the UWS pager: 996279996.
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By Dr Robert Close

LAST Saturday Professor David
Phalen reported he and his niece

Carey, who is visiting from the US, -

had seen a ptatypus from their
kayaks in the Nepean River not
far from the Douglas Park bridge.

This sighting was exciting
because for several years now
platypus expent Dr Tem Grant and
| have been interested in the
siatus of this monotreme
mammal in the Nepean River. We
have been particularly interested
in the Camden local government
area because Camden Council’s
lago is a platypus.

When the logo was selected
several years ago there was
considerable controversy with
some residenis complaining that
the platypus was no longer in the
area, With the help of two

students and zoologist George
| Madani we collected details of
‘| platypus sightings from local
residents and searched the river.
from Douglas Park to Cobbitty,

MAC KOALA |

classifying each reach according
t0 its potential as a habitat,

Despite the fact we'd collected
many reports of sightings from
different sites along the river and
that our survey had shown that
there was much apparently suit-
able habitat, we'd never been
able to find platypuses at these
sites.

Given that fleeting glimpses of
other residents of the river, such
as camp, water rais and wirtles
can sometimes be interpreted as
platypuses, we were unable to
sfate with absolute certainty that
platypuses live in the Camden
area. Photographic evidence -
shows platypuses are fiving in
Werriberri Creek at The Oaks and
in the Bargo River but these
eventual tibutaries of the
Nepean aren’t in the Camden
area.

David and Carey, however, saw
tieir platypus dive and surface

several times and are certain of
their observations. Downstream
of their sighting there are no
impediments to platypus move-
ment in the 16km or 50 of river
before it leaves the Wallondilly
and Campbelliown areas and
enters the Camden area.

So it is fair to infer that
dispersing platypuses are likely
to visit Camden even if not actu-
ally breeding.

We await, therefore, final evid-
ence of recent platypus presence
in Camden.

Ouir feefing is that the many
small creeks that run into the
Nepean are good candidates for
searches. For example; an
unverified sighting was recorded
relatively recently from Narellan
Creek at Kirkham. So always be
alert and have your camera ready
— the Macarthur area has many
wildlife stories yet to uncover.

- Please report koata and

platypus sightings: UWS pager,
9962 9996,
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A WELCOME call came in‘last
Schoo in the Smiths Creek

Reserve,
The school had reported a

‘young kogla in the same patch of

bush last year. So with luck it's
the same koala that has now
established a home-fange'in the
reserve. If all goes well she may -
strvive there for a further 10 -

. years bringing joy to the students

and many joeys to the reserve,
The joey was sitting on_its.
mother’s front, but as it develops,
it will move round 10 het back
before finlly iearning to move

| independently.

In previous years we've had

-| reports of koalas with joeys i

| nearby Canberra Crescent and_ -
'+ Brishane Road, so | expectthat - .

| the current mother mayhave
{ beenone of :hose }oeys

Whateverthe case young
koalas are. going to be moving -
north and south along Smiths -

- Creek. Those that move nosth are -

fikely to visitAirds, like one young
male that appeared in Boonoke
Place last week. :
“Residents, worried that it was
being harassed by dogs,
wrapped him up.in a blanket and
‘called Lenny from Sydney Wild-

life Rescue. Lenny collected the

koafa fromv Boonoke Place then
rang me. By this time it was'
10pm| found tiat the young
koala weighed Bkg (half is aduit
weight), was moving well, and

. had no signs of saliva on its fur

which would indicate a dog
attack. | then released him near
The Woolwash beside the
Georiges River.

Where will he go from there? -

That wilt depend on the

 resident male koalas in the area,

season |

| MAC KOALA | |
. - Friday reporting a koalawitha = .

joey in the bushland nesttothe
.| Campbelitown East Primary

E 'There Sa good chance that he
* will be driven back into Airds. He
© might; in fact, be the same koala
“that was reported last week in’
- Burnundula Grescent. Other

possibilities are 10 cross the
Geoitges River and rove south up

O'Hares Creek of travél into the
" Holsworthy Firing Range. Despite"
" the unexploded-ordnance, the
* latier alternative would probably

be the safest option. Alternat-
ively, he may head solth-west

“and finigh up crossing Appin. -

Road nearthe Spotted Gum
forest, as bne did two weeks ago

at 4am, It was found highina™ -
" tree not 2m from the édge of the -

roaid on the wester side. Hope-

Tiifly it will continue west and

rneet the Nepean Rlver

Pleaso teport koala and

“platypus sightngs: UWS m :

9982 9996

o —— [
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Koala hit by a

|
! By Dr Robert Close

IN LAST week’s coiumn |
discussed potential routes for
dispersing kcalas once they're
independent of their mothers but
did net mention the northerly
route into Liverpool.

This wouid seem dangerous
and so it turned out for a young
koala last week when it was hit
by a car on Moorebank Avenue
not far north of the Cambridge
Avenue causeway. This was near
the spot a few weeks ago where a
motorist spotied a koala,

Unfortunately, the koala or -
koalas weren’t tagged so we
don't know whether the two
sightings were of the same
animal,

M Another sighting of a koala
was reported froim Kentiyn
Primary School near whete an
animal has been seen regularly
for the past four weeks. in the

 MAC KOALA

motorist

298 {3

{atest report, the koala was inthe
schood grounds and had a red
eartag but appeared to have a
damaged leg. Searches failed to
find it s0 we ask people to watch
for it and to note the colour of the
second eartag.

Unless we know both colotrs
and which was in the left and
right &ar we can't work out the
koala’s identity. However, in this
case we suspect it’s Shy,
daughter of June, who lived for
many years in the school and
adjacent retirement village.

Shy is also the grand-daughter
of Shirey who lived for many
years near the corner of Georges
River Road and Darling Avenue.
We'd like to verify that the recent
sighting was, i fact, Shy.

Another sighting was recorded
near Aberfoyie Road at Wedder-
bumn,

M Further to the recent piatypus
stories, an Advertiser reader
contacted the editor about a
sighting of a platypus in Prospect
Creel behind the Canley Vale
station. Platypus expert Di Tom
Grant said there have been two
relativedy recent sightings in the
creek and a dead one was found
in nearby Cabramatta Creek in
1997 bt he thinks it most (ikely
the observer saw a carp which
locks {ike a platypus when it rolis
at the surface, Always have your
camera ready when you walk
near water or in the bush —
there’s a lot happening!

§ haven't ended this column with
the pager number. I've had to

- close the account for various

reasons. When we work out a
repiacement system I'll et you
know.
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By Or Robert Close

| thought we'd seen the last of
Cramar when he was spotted in
the grounds of historic 5t Helens
Park House last year.

First caught in Woodland Road

than 9% years old.

That is a good age for amale
koala and | thought that he must
have been driven out of Spring
Creek bushland by a younger and

less battle-worn male.

‘| However, when Phil Ditchbum
photographed a male koala
behind his house in Woodland
Road, not 150 metres from
Cramar's original capture point,
the white and yellow eartags
clearly identified it as Cramar.

Over the years Cramar has
been reported to us on 15 occa-
signs, mostly near lronside
Avenue, where avid koala
spottet, Robert Zollia, keeps a
lookout for Cramar in his

_favourite grey gum.

Another fascinating report was
of five koalas in one tree at

Cramar p

in January 2007, he is now more

4lahs

WAC KOELA

Hodgson Close, Wedderbum.
We've seen such clusters before
and they usually comprise a farge
dominant male and two females
and their large cubs from the

. previous year.

The two females are attracted
by the male’s splendid beflowing.

What particularly caught our
attention was that one appeared
to have a coflar.

We immediately thought of
Pindari, the omphaned koala that
WIRES carer Cate Ryan had
hand-raised. -

We released Pindari with a
radio-collar which unfortunately
failed soon after release. -

The only other koala that
carries a collar is Sarah,
daughter of Fran, whose collar
had failed shortly before the big
fires of 2001.

Intensive searches failed to
find Sarah and we assumed that
she was dead.

If she were alive today she

roves a survivor

would be 17. Koalas in captivity
have lived up to 18 years, but 17 -
in the bush would be amagzing,
paiticufarly if she was still
chasing the boys with the big
bellows.

No matter whether it's Pindari
ot Sarah, it is an important
dlscovery

| hope te solve the puzzle
before next week’s column.,

m That column will be my last in
the long-standing and regutar
Mac Koala serles . . . afthough -
the editor, Jeff McGill —who has
supported our studies for the
past 20 years — has welcomed
me doing an pecasional colemn

if something unusual crops up.

To record koala sightings .
contact me by email
R.Closs@uws.edu.au.

For occasions where a koala is
Injured calf WIRES (Cate Ryan).
on 0415 957 383.

w“ef3 '
Farewell. Sort of.
For the better part of two decades,
the Mac Koala column — updating
readers on local koala sightings
and news — has been a popular
. part of this newspaper.

Alas, koala
expert DrRobert
Close {pictured)
has decided to
scale back his
workload and, as
he notes on page
30, next week’s
: oolurnn will be his last regular
" appearance. He is, however, still
regarded as an hq:mn:trarz.cr part of
the Advertiser Tamily and is happy
to offer veeasional insights “if-
something unusual crops up”.

We'll say a proper “thank you” to




Campbelltown Macarthur Advertiser, Wednesday, September 11, 2013




Publications and reports relevant to Campbelltown koalas

Callaghan, J., Curran, T., Thompson, J. and Taylor, A.
2005. Campbelltown City Council. Draft Comprehensive Koala

Plan of Management. Part 2: Resource document. Australian
Koala Foundation, GPO Box 2659, Brisbane, Queensland, and Campbelltown City
Council, Campbelltown, NSW.

Callaghan, J., Curran, T., Thompson, J. and Taylor, A. 2005.

Campbelltown City Council. Draft Comprehensive Koala Plan of

Management. Part 1: the CKPoM. Australian Koala Foundation,

GPO Box 2659, Brisbane, Queensland, and Campbelltown City Council,
Campbelltown, NSW.

Close, R.L. 1993. Campbelltown's koalas: what is their future? National Parks
Journal 37: 22-5.

Cork, S. J., Margules, C.R. and Braithwaite, L. W. 1988. A

survey of koalas and their habitat near Wedderburn NSW, suggestions ]

for management and the assessment of the potential effects of a proposed

subdivision of four hectare lots. A report to Campbelltown City council. CSIRO
Division of Wildlife and Ecology, Canberra, ACT.

Dobson, S. 1990. Can you help is save the koalas at Wedderburn? P 178 in Koala
Summit. Managing koalas in New South Wales, edited by D. Lunney, C.A. Urquhart
and P Reed. NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service, Hurstville, NSW.

Lee, T., Zenger, K.R, Close R.L., Jones, M and D. N. Phalen. 2010. Defining spatial
genetic structure and management units for vulnerable koala (Phascolarctos cinereus)

populations in the Sydney region, Australia. Wildlife Research 37(2) 156-165.

Lunney, D., Close,R, Bryant,J., Crowther,M., Shannon,I., Madden, K. and S.Ward.
2010. Campbelltown’s koalas: their place in the natural history of Sydney. Pp 319-



325 in The Natural History of Sydney, edited by D Lunney, P Hutchings and D
Hoculi. Royal Zoological Society of New South Wales, Mosman, NSW.

Lunney, D., Close, R, Bryant, J., Crowther, M., Shannon, 1., Madden, K. and S. Ward.
2010.The koalas of Campbelltown, south-western Sydney: does their natural history
foretell of an unnatural future? Pp 339-370 in The Natural History of Sydney, edited
by D Lunney, P Hutchings and D Hoculi. Royal Zoological Society of New South
Wales, Mosman, NSW. .

Phillips, S. and Callaghan, J. 2000. Tree species preferences

of koalas (Phascolarctos cinereus) in the Campbelltown area south-west of Sydney,
New South Wales. Wildlife Research 27: 509-516.

Sheppard, J. 1990. The Wedderburn koala colony. Pp 70-73 in Koala Summit.
Managing koalas in New South Wales, edited by D. Lunney, C. A. Urquhart and P.
Reed. NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service, Hurstville, NSW.

Sluiter, A., Close, R. and S. Ward 2001. Koala feeding and roosting trees in the
Campbelltown area of New South Wales. Australian Mammalogy 23(2) 173 - 175

Ward, S.J. 2002. Koalas and the Community: A study of low density populations in
southern Sydney utilising community reports, opportunistic captures, and

radiotracking techniques. Ph.D. thesis, University of Western Sydney.

Ward, S.J. and Close, R.L. 1998. Community assistance with koala Phascolarctos
cinereus sightings from a low density population in the south-west Sydney region. Pp.
97-102 in Ecology for Everyone: Communicating Ecology to the Scientists, the Public
and the Politicians, edited by R.T. Wills and R.J. Hobbs. Surrey Beatty and Sons,
Sydney.

Ward S., and Close, R. 2004. Southern Sydney’s suburban koalas; community
research and education at Campbelltown. Pp. 44-55 in Urban Wildlife: more than
meets the eye. Eds D.Lunney and S. Bergin. Royal Zoological Soc. of New South
Wales



