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Date

01-06-88
08-06-88
20-07-88
27-07-88
03-08-88
17-08-88
10-08-38
10-08-88
17-08-88
24-08-88
07-05-88
31-08-88

10-10-88
18-10-88
26-10-88
20/20/1988
22-11-88
17-01-89
31-01-89
01-02-89
11-04-89
17-05-89
06-06-89
12-07-89
19-07-89
19-07-89
19-07-89
26-06-89
26-06-89

02-08-89
08-08-89
16-08-89
08-09-89
26-11-89
1989-1990
22-05-89
23-05-90
23-05-90
23-05-90
31-10-90
31-10-90
01-01-91
07-12-90
22-11-90
29-08-90
30-01-90

10-01-91
08-01-91
09-01-91
16-01-91
16-01-91
16-01-91
18-01-91

23-01-91
30-01-91
01-02-91
28-03-91
15-05-91
02-10-91
08-10-91
25-04-92
25-04-92
01-Jul-92
01-1ul-92
30-Jun-92

07-Oct-92
07-Oct-92
01-01-93
27-01-93
02-03-93
02-03-93
24-03-93

Newspaper clippings in the Macarthur area (1988 - 1999)

Newspaper/ magazine/ reports

Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Sydney Morning Herald
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
The Sun Herald

Sydney Morning Herald
The Leader

Daily Mirror

Sydney Morning Herald
The Chronicle

The Chronicle

The Chronicle
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
The Chronicle
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
The Chronicle
Macarthur Advertiser
Daily Telegraph

Sun Herald

UWS Macarthur Research Report
The Chronicle
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
The Chronicle

The Daily Telegraph
The Chronicle
Macarthur Advertiser
Telegraph

The Courier Mail
Macarthur Advertiser
The Chronicle
Macarthur Advertiser
The Sydney Morning Herald
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
The Sydney Morning Herald

Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
UWS Macarthur
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
The Chronicle
IMawarra Mercury
lllawarra Mercury
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
The Chronicle

UWS Macarthur
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
The Chronicle

The Chronicle
Macarthur Advertiser

Title
Mayor awaits study outcome
Marking out koala areas
Save The Koala
Koalas Saved
Colony koalas betrayed?
Koala removal long term possibility
Save our koalas!
Unian promise: No bulldozing
Protesting at Rally
Green Ban on Wedderburn
Wedderburn words war!
Koala land under probe
Koala protest'
Legal action threat
Koala land fund set up
The dying koala
Nick Greiner Martin Place protest
Koala colony danger
Letters to the editor- Buy the land for koalas
Koala Colony "At Risk'
Council rezoning to protect koalas
Study bid on
Koala ranks reinforced
Decision date set (Homes plan at koala colony)
Fight for koalas
Letters to the editor- Proposal is hogwash/ Rally together
Letters to the editor- Rezoning land/ saving koalas
Koalas export plan hit
Koala groups vow to fight
Hay hits back in koala row
Optimistic start/ government turnabout
Letters to the editor-Decimating bushland/Mythical closure/Koala concern
The story so far
The story so far
Koalas V housing Developers battle with conservationists
Letters to the editor- Koalas need friends
Save koalas plan
Letters to the editor- Koala slaughter
The Hotline -re: the editorial on koala colony protection protest (DT September 6)
More Sydney bush earmarked for sale
Distribution, population size and dispersal of koalas at Wedderburn NSW
Homes before koalas
New battle for koalas
New battle for koalas-Against
New battle for koalas- For
Wilderness move causes concern
Uni orders koala study
Homes in danger as flames spread
Koalas in the west
Koala summit 'cynical’ move
Banks join koala crusade
Residents battle to save koala sanctuary
Activist lie down for koalas
Sound fire management and luck save Wedderburn koalas
Fires: Bush devastated
Greenban fail at Wedderburn
Koala supporters fail to stop the earthmovers
Defeat in final battle for koalas
Letters to the editor-Eying Wedderburn for development/man &nature cut koala range
Tax office moves to wind up Yap Yan Pin
Koala impasse ( Hay suggests colony study)
Concern long last
Tax man may save koalas
Koala ranger station
Koalas survive Campbelltown burn out
New rescue plan for koala colony
Fears for koalas
Koalas in study
Health of district koala under spotlight
Cinging on for Dear Life
The quest to save our koalas
No cuddles for this koala
Comeback trail for 60 koalas
SURVIVAL THREAT -Housing advance on koala habitat
Study vital to urban koala colony { Volume 4 19972)
Koala Row / Wedderburn koala dispute re-ignited
Letters written to the editor in have your say (Big threat to koala country)
New estate threat to koalas
Koalas in peril, Green fears
How Wedderburn battle was won
Prospect inaction slammed Praspect cops blast/ Turn on power
New MP gives support pledge for embattled koalas

Author
Jane Hammaond
Jane Hammeond
lane Hammond
Jane Hammond
Jane Hammond
Jane Hammond
Jane Hammond
lane Hammond
Jane Hammond

Jane Hammeond
lane Hammond

lane Hammond
Jane Hammaond

Marcus Casey
Daniela Ongaro
1 Wunsch

Paul Bailey

Allan Cleaver
Sue Dobson

David Burley
leff McGill
leff MeGill

Larry Whippen/Mr Stan Knowles
Jeff McGill
Jeff McGill

Miss R Colebrough
Bon Wrightson
Sue Dobson
Sue Dobson
Alex Mitchell
Dr Robert Close
Allan Cleaver
Jeff McGill

leff McGill

Jeff McGill
Pauline Rae
Pauline Rae
Roma Curtis
Rachel Browne

Mandy Perrin

Jeff McGill

Col Allison

Jeff McGill

Larry Whipper/Linda Reid
Col Allison

Jeff McGill

Dr Robert Close
Jeff McGill
Jeff McGill

Dennis Green
Dennis Green
Jeff McGill
leff MegGill
Susan Briggs

leff McGill

Jeff McGill
Jeff McGill
Eric Kontos
Eric Kontos
leff McGill



Date
07-04-93
01-08-93
19-05-93
15-10-93
03-11-93
03-11-93
24-11-93
01-12-93
15-12-93
19-01-94
07-04-94
07-04-94
26-04-94
04-05-94
04-05-94
14-10-94
13-05-94
13-05-94
07-06-94
07-06-94
07-06-94
03-07-94
21-06-94
03-08-94
12-08-94
15-08-94
17-08-94
24-08-94
04-10-94
04-10-94

14-09-94
23-08-94
05-10-94
12-10-94
12-10-94
07-12-94
09-12-94
13-12-94
12-10-94
25-01-95
08-02-95
20-02-95
22-02-95
22-02-95
28-02-95
14-11-95
15-11-95
03-10-95
18-10-95
31-10-95
01-11-95
25-10-95
08-11-95
15-11-95
22-11-95
29-11-95
06-12-95
20-12-95
31-01-96
07-02-96
07-02-96
02-04-96
02-04-96
29-05-96
14-01-96
14-01-96
14-01-96
21-02-96
20-03-96
03-04-96
03-04-96
10-04-96
14-05-96
289-05-96
12-06-96
03-06-96
05-06-96
11-06-96
20-06-96
21-06-96
13-06-96

Newspaper/ magazine/ reports

Macarthur Advertiser

National Parks Journal August 1993

Macarthur Advertiser
The Chronicle
The Chronicle
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser

Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Sydney Morning Herald
Sydney Morning Herald
The Chronicle
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Telegraph- Mirror
Sydney Morning Herald

The Daily Telegraph Mirrar
The Daily Telegraph Mirror

The Chronicle

Sun Herald

Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Sydney Morning Herald
Sydney Morning Herald
Macarthur Advertiser
Sydney Morning Herald
The Chronicle

The Chronicle

The Chronicle
Macarthur Advertiser
The Chronicle
Macarthur Advertiser
The Chronicle
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
The Chronicle

The Chronicle
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
The Chronicle

The Chronicle
Macarthur Advertiser
The Chronicle
Macarthur Advertiser

UWS Macarthur { MACH2)

Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
The Chronicle

The Chronicle
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
The Chronicle
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Liverpool Leader
Liverpool Champion

The Chronicle Macarthur

Daily Telegraph
Daily Telegraph
Macarthur Advertiser

Newspaper clippings in the Macarthur area (1988 - 1999)

Title
Wedderburn bid to get power flowing
Campbelltown's koalas: what is their future
Great gift boosts Wedderburn koala research
Koalas in the garden
Counting koalas
Keep an eye out for koalas this Sunday
Koala colony found in Kentlyn region
Managing the koala
Kentlyn koala's odyssey
Last koala refuge here
Wayne Foster (photo)
Satellites help preserve space for koala families
Unions in work ban- land plan a koala threat
Carr vows to swap land to save koala
Photo Bob Carr
Letters written to the editor in have your say (Where are the koalas?)
Koala numbers at "chronic level'
Only 100 Sydney koalas left-and they may not last long
High-tech Molly keeps scientists in touch
Habitats disappear
Mapping out koalas' future
Scheme to save koalas
Kids make a wallaby welcome ( reward for raising money for koala research)
Koala reprieve! Govt plan to buy land
Koala colony's future brighter
Wedderburn Koalas
Carr slams koala sale
Creek gets clean up to help river
Koala colony put in peril
Wedderburn fire
Ruling cuts coal option
Fresh water mussel power tests river system health
Landcom to spring clean lake
Wedderburn knows all about natures' wiles -bushfires are no novelty here
Save our rivers
A Hidden tourist mecca
After years of turmoil koalas get their habitat
Koala land to be saved
Row over future of Dharawal bushland
The last hurdle cleared
Koala 'rescue’ just lasted victory in long campaign
Koala protection in doubt
Policy puts habitat at risk/ Sanctuary for koalas
Koala study
A sanctuary for koalas
Pledge on koala habitat
Speed up koala map
Letters written to the editor in have your say (Thanks for caring)
Koalas 'in peril'
Koala Club to help local colony of 60
Local newspaper helps UWS koala research
You can help in study of koalas
Koalas: What to Do
Molly's Story
Koala Research
Koala trees
Koala Myths
Koala and their Relations
Koalas: The community response
Mac's Koala club: What's it for?
Lyn the koala drops in
Lyn the koala drops in (continued)
Threat of extinction
Betrayal ' letter to editor
Koala club column is a top read ( letter to editor by Verlie Fowler)
How many are there?
In the bag -a pair of Happy Koalas
Letters- Sisters write to club
New home may be the answer
Tiny bacteria help to digest food
Grim picture of area's koalas
Parkway's growing habitat
Hey kids
Killer dogs threat
Koala expert fears for hidden colonies
Tracking koalas
Ajrport threat to local koalas alarms experts
Mac the koala on a rescue mission
Airport risk to koalas
Rangers allowed to shoot koalas
Koala cull not on, says Minister
QOur Mac's a winner

Author
leff McGill
Robert L Close

Carlotta Mcintosh
Carlotta Mclntosh
Ronald Strahan
Carlotta Mclntosh
Carlotta Mclntosh
Troy Howe

Kaye Southam
Lynda Fallon
Carlotta Mcintosh
Robert Pozo

B&S Scattergood
Rod Allen

Marc Llewellyn

Jess Taylor

Heath Gilmaore
Carlotta Mclntosh
Carlotta Mclntosh
Col Allison

Robert L Close
Carlotta Mcintosh
James Woodford

Andrew Hunter
Lynda Fallon

Verlie fowler and Jeff Mc Gill

Jeff McGill
Duncan Lay
Lynda Fallon
Duncan Lay

Andrew Hunter

Verlie fowler
Sarah Champness

Steven Ward/ Robert Close
Steven Ward/ Robert Close
Steven Ward/ Robert Close
Steven Ward/ Robert Close
Steven Ward/ Robert Close
Steven Ward/ Robert Close
Steven Ward/ Robert Close
Steven Ward/ Robert Close

Daniel De Nardi
Daniel De Nardi

Steven Ward/ Rabert Close
Steven Ward/ Robert Close
Kristy and Sharlene McDonald
Steven Ward/ Robert Close
Steven Ward/ Robert Close

Linda Mc Sweeney

lennifer Loicht
Jeff McGill

Steven Ward/ Robert Close

Peter Trute

Clare Devenish



Date
26-06-96
26-06-96
25-09-96
09-10-96
16-10-96
16-10-96
23-10-96
15-01-97
11-02-97
11-02-97
01-02-97
01-03-97
30-07-97
09-04-97
26-04-97
26-04-97
30-04-97
17-07-97
01-06-97
01-06-97
01-06-97
14-08-97
08-07-97
10-09-97
17-09-97
04-06-97
07-05-97
30-07-97
25-08-97
16-09-97
29-07-97
21-10-97
29-10-97
22-04-98
17-06-98
02-07-98
28-07-98
24-09-98
07-10-98
25-11-98
13-01-99
26-01-99
17-02-99
10-03-99
24-03-99
30-03-99
02-06-99
15-06-99
28-07-99
31-07-99
11-08-99
22-09-99
28-09-99
06-10-99
01-09-99

Newspaper/ magazine/ reports

The Chronicle

Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser

USA TODAY

Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser

The Chronicle

Daily Telegraph

MacScience magazine

Daily Telegraph

Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser

The Sydney Morning Herald
The Sydney Morning Herald
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser

Open Road Magazine

Fund for animals newsletter vol.8 nol
UWS Macarthur Communigue vol 27

Leader

Sydney Morning Herald
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Chronicle
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Sydney Morning Herald
Sydney Morning Herald
Macarthur Chronicle
Sutherland-Menai Express
Macarthur Advertiser
The Chronicle
Macarthur Advertiser
Sydney Morning Herald
Macarthur Advertiser
Sutherland Shire Leader
Macarthur Advertiser
Blue Mts Gazette
Macarthur Advertiser
Daily Telegraph
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
Macarthur Advertiser
The Chronicle
Macarthur Advertiser
The Chronicle

Daily Telegraph
Macarthur Advertiser
Daily Telegraph
Macarthur Advertiser
The Chronicle
Macarthur Advertiser

Newspaper clippings in the Macarthur area (1988 - 1999)

Title
Koala watch
Well done
More on koalas
Airport to disturb koalas, symbol of Australia (Letters to the Editor
Koala Club celebrates 1st Birthday
keep a watch on koalas
Mac's great party
Lights, camera, cue koala
Govt moves to protect koala home
Koalas saved as minister stops homes
Campbelltown koalas may star in video
Island koalas to be moved
Creek koala hunt
Scientists holds fear for koalas
Battle against second airport takes to the trees
Battle against second airport takes to the trees
Your Letters (Airport poses a new threat to koalas)
Sightings of koalas are very important
Spotted any koalas lately?
Koala survival hangs in the balance at Wedderburn site
University joins airport protest
Where, oh where, is Wilhelmina?
Koalas set for death row
Mum and cub safe
Closer than we think
Health risk for homes under flight paths
Environmental plea
Honestly, Mr Fahey
Chemical dump
Carr 'cowardly for Badgerys backdown
People power .
Have you seen any koalas lately?
Koala party
Koala power push
Expert shares koala research
Koala decline
Greater protection needed
Be on the look-out for elusive koala
Queries on native issues
Koala find
Wary Eric proves to be a big nipper
Operation koala-but Clancy is biding time
Mac and mates pitch in
Sanctuary for koalas
Koala threat
Koalas homes on hold
Road closure angers council
Koala sightings on the increase
Koala lose will to eat and die
Six koalas seized
Rescued theme park koala dies
Tracking koalas ( video on research out soon)
Koala copes with city
Video on our koalas is out

Wires newsletter { Live Wires Spring '99) Koala Rescue in Blue Mountains

Author

Steven Ward/ Robert Close
John Hennessey

Robert L Close

Steven Ward/ Robert Close
Steven Ward/ Robert Close
Daniel De Nardi

Michelle Burrell

Simon Benson

Steven Ward/ Robert Close

Murray Hogarth
Murray Hogarth

Steven Ward/ Robert Close
Steven Ward/ Robert Close
Jenny Stokes
Steven Ward/ Robert Close
Steven Ward/ Robert Close
Robert Close

Linda Morris
Michelle Burrell

Merryn Porter
John Bricknell

Steven Ward/ Robert Close

Lesya Moroz and Jeff McGill
Graeme Webber

Lesya Moroz
Graeme Webber

Graeme Webber

Vickii Lett



Norman the Koala receives some attention.

A young male koala was
rescued in the Lapstone area
of the lower Blue Mountains

in  September last year.
WIRES  Blue Mountains
member, Sonya  Stanvic,

picked it up after it was found
sitting in a Jacaranda tree in a
suburban backyard. This
animal was in poor condition,
showing signs of spending
time on the ground walking,
and wo< not passing pellets at
the t.__ of rescue.

Blue Mountains WIRES
had blood tests run in order to
check for disease. The first set
of tests came showing an
abnormality in his blood, but
no apparent disease. After
some time on good quality
leaves, later blood tests came
back as normal.

Clancy, as the koala was
named, was the first confirmed
koala seen in the Ilower
mountains in 30 years. There
was some suspicion as to the
origin of the animal: one
theory was that he was an
escapee from a fauna park;

another, that he had been
picked up from an unknown
area outside the mountains as
an injured animal, and let go
in the mountains by persons
unknown.

DNA  tests
were organised:
the results came
back in early
January
confirming that
Clancy was a

“Clancy, as the koala
was named, was the on
first confirmed koala
seen in the lower

from his release, setting up
residence in Shale Sandstone
Transition  Forest  (this
vegetation community is also
listed on the Threatened
Species list as an endangered
plant community). Clancy’s
collar had a weak link built
into it, and that broke in
September this year some
distance from where Clancy
had spent all of his time up
until then. But breeding season
had arrived.

- On 11 September 1999,
another koala was found in the
Springwood area and picked
up by WIRES. He was sitting
in a photinia hedge on a
residential property. This male
animal is middle aged and in
good condition; blood tests
have revealed that he is disease
free, and DNA shows he is not
only related to Clancy, but also
both Clancy and Norman (as
he has been named) are related
to Colo Heights koalas.

This supports the idea that
we have a recovering colony
in the area.

Norman
was released
Sunday
24 October,
close to the

NSW  koala Mountains in 30 initial point
from an years.” of contac.t.
unknown There  will
e T e W tracking, but t:]rilanos ]::1(:1]12
relationships to western NSW & perhaps
aniials, Msitlang Poer D P ion SIVGE ‘will e
Stephens snitnale sl funded very soon.

Campbelltown animals.

This led to the belief that
Clancy was a Blue Mountains
koala, as the Mountains are
bounded by these other areas.
He was fitted with a radio-
tracking collar supplied by
NPWS and released in the
Glenbrook section of Blue
Mountains National Park.

Clancy moved about 4kms

Wires newsletter ( Live Wires Spring '99)

Both of the koalas were ear
tagged and micro-chipped.
Koalas are a threatened
species for a number of
reasons - with a major problem
being habitat loss. Keeping all
of this in mind, we should be
aware that one of our
responsibilities is to assist in
maintaining the balance in our
bushland.

That is, we can not
underestimate the importance
of the more common species
of native animals, and their
role in maintaining the health
of the remnant bushland. As
WIRES carers we must act
responsibly when releasing

Norman the Koala

species — in other words:
where are they released, how
many are released etc - into
these valuable bushland areas.

Powerful Owl also on
the Threatened Species
List...

A female Powerful Owl
was taken off a barbed wire
fence at Little Hartley, Blue
Mountains. The poor owl had
suffered damage under her
wing legs and seer on her beak.
And there was more: her brood
patch showed she probably
had young.

After three weeks in care
she has made a full recovery.
She was released in late
October, back at Little Hartley.
We can only hope that the
babies were old enough for the
male to continue feeding
whilst she was in care.

And the story’s message:
barbed wire poses a real
threat to much of Australia’s
wildlife.

LiveWIRES Spring ‘99
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Koala copes with city

A YOUNG koala named Dan —
spotted at Ruse 18 months ago —
wandered into Jenkins St, Douglas
Park but was moved to safer trees.

Dan was spotted 12 months ago
crossing busy Appin Rd, south of
Rosemeadow, and he has managed
to survive cars and the dangers of
suburbia.

University of Western Sydney
Macarthur Campbelltown campus
koala studies supervisor Rob Close
said Dan had put on Skg since he
was first eartagged, :

“If’s our first report of a live

THE CHRONICLE, Tuesday, September 28, 1999

by GRAEME WEBBER

koala from Douglas Park, we did
have a report of a road kill near
Maldon about three years ago,”” Mr
Close said. :

““This is a classic case of a male
dispersing. Hopefully people will
report his travels.”

Dan was caught at the cnr of
Jenkins and Durham Sts at Douglas
Park on September 13.

Koalas are weighed and they

receive a health check by a vet
before being released back into the
wild.

Koala sightings can be reported
by phoning 9962 9996,

Campbelltown councillor Verlie
Fowler has again called on her
colleagues to release the koala plan
of management because natural
habitat is constantly shrinking
under urban development.

““‘Anyone believing that our ko-
alas have been saved is sadly
deluded,”” Mrs Fowler said.
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THE CHRONICLE, Tuesday, June 15, 1999

Koala sightings

on the increase

RESEARCHERS say at least 120

Koalas are living in the Georges River

catchment — and they don’t mind
feeding in house yards which border
bushland.

Associate Professor Rob Close from
the University of Western Sydney
Macarthur, Campbelltown campus said
koalas might even be prospering on
eucalyptus trees which were watered
and fertilised in house gardens.

But urban predators are still a major
concern with two recent koala deaths
caused by a dog and car strike.

A number of ear tagged koalas have
been spotted roaming around Ruse, St
Helens Park and Minto Heights.

““The established ones seem O know
their area pretty well and are showing
signs of a healthy and contented

by GRAEME WEBBER

existence on the outskirts of the town,”’
Professor Close said.

The research unit at UWS has tagged
45 koalas and about every second
animal caught is new to the study team.

The number of koala sightings in-
crease during the mating season fro
August to March when spottings will
average one a week.

Professor Close said people could
help the koalas by driving carefully
around Kentlyn and Minto Heights and
residents of those suburbs could plant
eucalyptus nicholli, grey gums and
stringybarks for koala food.

Koala sitings can be reported to a
research hotline on 9962 9996 any time
of the day or night.



Daily Telegraph 26th January 1999 .
Operation koala — but
Clancy is biding his time

HE WAS meant to lead wildlife experls baci tc an
undiscovered colony of koalas still hiding somewhere

in the Blue Mountains.

Instead fthe koala — christened Clancy and
equipped with a radio fracking device— has moved no
more than 100m in eight days.

At present he seems more content with his new
surroundings than in his important mission.

Released after being discovered last year, Clancy
was recently confirmed as being from an unknown
genetic population of koalas in the lower Blue

Mountains.

He was the first seen in the area for 30 years and
gave hope that a new colony might be discovered.

On January 17, 12 volunteers prepared for what was
expected to be a 72-hour race through the bush as
they tracked Clancy back to his habitat.

Instead, Clancy refused to move after he was
released up a Sydney bluegum ai Glenbrook. i

The Chronicle 30th March 1999.
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oal
homes’
on hold

A 200-LOT residential subdivision at St Helen’s Park
is on hold until reports of keala scats and scratchings

have been investigated.

Landcom, the State Government’s land developer,
sought permission from Campbelltown Council to
cles scrub from part of the 36ha site last Tuesday night

ancillor Verlie Fowler called for protection of

bu
the Koala habitat.

Mrs Fowler said she had personally documented
evidence of koalas in the St Helens Park area and a
koala was sighted in the suburb last October.

Council supported her
call . ffor a threatened
species impact statement
to investigate possible
harm to other animals
such as bandicoots.

Mrs Fowler said a letter
from koala researcher Dr
Rob.Close of the Univer-
sity of Western Sydney,
Macarthur Campbelltown
campus warned the devel-
opnient site ““may well
include parts of the home
ranges or one or more
‘female koalas’’.

« Councillor James Win-
ter supported the deferral
because the' report put to
council was “‘full of
holes™’.

““I still get the feeling
that this'council is not fair
linkum about protecting
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koala habitat,”> Mr Winter —

said,

G
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existence on the outskirts of the town,”’
Professor Close said.

The research unit at UWS has tagged
45 koalas and about every second
animal caught is new to the study team.

The number of koala sightings in-
crease during the mating season from
August to March when spottings will
average one a week.

Professor Close said people could
help the koalas by driving carefully
around Kentlyn and Minto Heights and
residents of those suburbs could plant
eucalyptus nicholli, grey gums and
stringybarks for koala food.

Koala sitings can be reported fo a
research hotline on 9962 9996 any time
of the day or night. =
RESEARCHERS say at least 120
koalas are living in the Georges River
catchment — and they don’t mind
feeding in house yards which border
bushland.

Associate Professor Rob Close from
the University of Western Sydney
Macarthur, Campbelltown campus said
koalas might even be prospering on
eucalyptus trees which were watered
and fertilised in house gardens.

But urban predators are still a major
concern with two recent koala deaths
caused by a dog and car strike.

A number of ear tagged koalas have
been spotted roaming around Ruse, St
Helens Park and Minto Heights.

““The established ones seem to know
their area pretty well and are showing
signs of a healthy and contented

S

Clancy the Koala .

. origin remains a mysten

Koala fino

It's not every day you find a koala in y¢
backyard, especially if you live in Lapstone.

Koalas have not been spotted in the Glenbro
/Lapstone area since about 1967, but the startli
discovery by one resident in September has led
a frantic search by National Parks and Wildl
and the Wildlife Information and Rescue Serv,
(WIRES) volunteers.

WIRES were called to Lapstone on Septemt
19 after a resident $potted a koala in th
backyard. Having been used to many similar ca
— people usually mistakenly report brusht
possums as koalas — WIRES volunteers attend
the call with an amount of disbelief.

But sure enough, a small, underweig
koala-shaped form was curled up in a jacaran
free, and was brought to earth by two WIR
volunteers.

Dubbed "Clancy”, WIRES placed the myste
marsupial into the care of Kurrajong resids
Audrey Jeffreys and he has not looked back.

Although anaemic and with no nails to g
trees, Clancy has made a rapid recovery and w
be due for release in a few weeks’ time.

The only problem is that no one knows whi
he comes from, as koalas have not lived
colonies in the Lower Mountains for more th
30 years and are virtually unknown in the why
region.

Audrey, a volunteer carer for WIRES for f
past four years, said Clancy’s voracious (1
fussy) appetite and night-time bellowing to |
opposite sex has indicated that he is almost rea
for release.

"He is about two to three years old and ji
maturing. Normally (in the wild) it would ha
been time for him to leave his birth colony a
find one of his own," she said.

"The National Parks and Wildlife Service w:
the public to help search for where he may ha
come from. If something was found in t
Glenbrook area we would be very excited."

Audrey said that NPWS must deal w
Clancy’s release when it comes time to return h

“lIt’s not just koalasbut The Chronicle 15th June 1999 o the wild, and have the unenviable task

birds and bandicoots; if
there are threatened
species in an area then the
proper studies have to be
done.””

Council will also place
the stormwater manage-
ment plan on public exhi-
bition to ensure controls
are in place to protect the
Georges River from sedi-
ment and urban runoff.

“The soils are highly
erodible and we have
already seen the disas-
trous impact of runoff into
Spring Creek,”” Mrs
Fowler said.

finding a suitable spot for him to be released.

There are several known koala haunts in t
Upper Colo district, but Clancyls origin s
remains a mystery.

NPWS is uorging anyone who spots koal
anywhere in the Mountains — whether in near
bushland or remote walking tracks — to cont:
them via a letter and including a rough map of t
area in which the animal was seen.

Letters should be sent to the Richmond office
NPWS, PO Box 198, Richmond 2753.

Those who may find an injured native anim
— including snakes — should contact WIRES |
4754-2946.



ST LOUIS: The star
attractions at St Louis
Zoo — a pair of female
Q. koalas — have died aiter
refusing to eat.

Maddy, a three-year-
old, and Ada, 18 months,
suffered kidney failure,
| Z00  director Charlie
i > Hoessle said yesterday.
= “The staff is devas-
I 8 ‘tated,” he said. “Our keep-
i ers and veterinary staff
___have made heroic efforts
in round-the-clock shifts
to save the two koalas.”

5t Louis joined only a
handful of zoos in the US
to have koalas as perria-
nent residents when
Maddy and Ada arrived
on April 16,

. But the pair snubbed
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U g — : - i : - - Tenealyptus shipped from
B KOALAS are featured on Koala Tales, a video highlightina the work of koala researchers Robert g‘égl;gat gﬁgsm?ga,_agg
Close (piciured) and Steven Ward. \acarthur Advertiser 6th October 1999 the zoo soughtlea¥. _om

Vide
on our
koalas

is out

KOALA researchers
Steve Ward and Robert
Close will celebrate a
small  viectory this
week when they launch
their video, Koala Tales —
Koalas in Southern Syd-
ney.

It is a project that has
had the pair trekking
through bushland, clim-
bing trees and battling
feisty grey creatures
for years now, in an effort
to study local koala
colonies.

While the video is not
the final step in their
research, it will ensure
that their hard work is put

to good use educating
local residents about what
they have learned so far.

The video was pre-'

pared by the educational
media services depart-
ment of the Univers-
ity of Western Sydney,
Macarthur.

It will be officially
launched by Campbell-
town councillor, Verlie
Fowler, on Wednesday,
October 6, at UWS
Macarthur.

The function begins at

8.10pm. Anyone is wel-
come to attend.

Copies of the video may

be bought at the launch, or
-at the offices of the Macar-
thur  Advertiser
Street,
Camden-Wollondilly

Advrarticar

{(Queen
Campbelltown),

T ssrarnanl

Macarthur Advertiser

31st July 1999

“We've been out there three times
and these animals’ conditions have
deteriorated over that period.”
An adult male was suffering
from such extreme emaciation it
was transported immediately to a
local veterinarian and koala spe-
cialist, he said. The remaining
koalas were taken to Featherdale
Wildlife Park where they would
undergo treatment and tests.
Nick Leys

Koal
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One of the koalas yesterday.

Six koalas
seized

Six koalas were seized from the
El Caballo Blanco Animal Park
yesterday in a joint operation U
between the NSW Department
of Agriculture and the RSPCA.
The koalas, males and
females, are believed to be
suffering from urinary infec-
tions and low body weight.
The RSPCA chief inspector,
Mr Steve Coleman, said com-
plaints were first received about
the animals two weeks ago.

San Diego, and Tmmally
Australia, but Maddy and
Ada showed little interest.

Maddy died on July 6
and Ada 14 days later.

Mr Hoessle said the zoo
was working with Aust- -
ralia to replace the pair” ™

'Rescued theme park koala dies

A SICK koala which was seized from Sydney
animal park El Caballo Blanco has died in the care of
a vet, the RSPCA said yesterday.

The male koala was one of six adults and babies

p removed from the Narellan theme park 12 days aga

after complaints over the animals’ condition.

RSPCA Deputy Chief Inspector Brett Bell said
yesterday the koala died on Saturday night. The
cause of death had yet to be determined, he said.

“A post-moriem has been conducted by the vet but
at this stage we are still waiting for the results,” Insp
Bell said. “It was extremely sick and underweight
when it was seized.”

The owners of El Caballo Blanco, which was sold
two years ago, face fines of up to $11,000 2~ ‘or two
years in jail under the Prevention of ( Aty to
Animals Act. Sy

The RSPCA and Department of Agriculture
swooped on the sprawling property on July 30.

Daily Telegraph 11th August 1999

a copes with city

28th September 1999

The. CL\f‘OnuciQ

"A YOUNG koala named Dan —
“spotted at Ruse 18 months ago —
wandered into Jenkins St, Douglas
 Park but was moved to safer trees.

Dan was spotted 12 months ago
crossing busy Appin Rd, south of
Rosemeadow, and he has managed

-to survive cars and the dangers of
suburbia.

. University of Western Sydney
Macarthur Campbelltown campus
koala studies supervisor Rob Close
said Dan had put on Skg since he
was first eartagged.

LY 5 L P T SIS e, T S S &, S

by GRAEME WEBBER

koala from Douglas Park, we did
have a report of a road kill near
Maldon about three years ago,”” Mr
Close said.

““This is a classic case of a male
dispersing. Hopefully people will
report his travels.”

Dan was caught at the cnr of
Jenkins and Durham Sts at Douglas
Park on September 13.

S RS B 't +' .9

receive a health check by a vet
before being released back into the
wild.

Koala sightings can be reported
by phoning 9962 9996.

Campbelltown councillor Verlie
Fowler has again called on her
colleagues to release the koala plan
of management because natural
habitat is constantly shrinking
under urban development.

““Anyone believing that our ko-
alas have been saved is sadly
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By LESYA MOROZ

A “SECRET” meeting to discuss the future
of Wedderburn's Lysaght Road which
excluded Campbelltown Council, has
infuriated councillors.

The meeting was held between the
Department of Land and Water Conserva-

tion. Westcliff Colliery and Wollondilly
| Shire Council to discuss strategies to close
the road — a fire trail — to traffic before the
financial year is up.

Councillor Rudi Kolkman, who has been
fighting for over a year to keep the road
open, said any decision to close the road was
untenable.

He raised issue as a matter of urgent
business at last week’s meeting of Camp-
belltown council.

He said. “Their strategy seems to be
bringing in bulldozers, but that is com-
pletely unacceptable.

“This road needs to remain because it is
an emergency escape route for Wedderburn

Macarthur Advertiser, Wednesday, June 2, 1899

Road closure
angers C

<3

tesidents. Withont it, in a bushfire, residents
would be trapped.”

Cr Kolkman called for urgent interven-
tion by the Minister for Land and Water
Conservation, Richard Amery.

Cr Kolkman said the Minister should to
be informed of Campbelltown Council’s
exclusion from the recent meeting and its
opposition of proposals to close Lysaght
Road.

He said, “It is unbelievable gross
stupidity, what Wollondilly Council wants
to do.

“Not only residents but the Rural Fire
Service uses the road as an emergency
access route.”

Wollondilly Council was keen to close
the road because of constant tubbish
dumping and for fear of being sued by road
users because of the road’s condition.

Campbelltown Council offered to pay
$ 10,000 annually to keep the road open, but
Wollondilly Council refused the offer.

uncil

Cr Kolkman said, “T know Wollondilly
Shire and the Department of Land and

Water Conservation are concerned about
being sued but if we accept responsibility
for road maintenance T would expect that we
are also acknowledging a preparedness (o
share that burden too.”

Wollondilly Council’s director of works,
Peter Cassilles, said a meetings was held
between the mentioned parties, but denied
that it was a “covert operation”.

Mr Cassilles said, “Campbelltown Coun-
cil knew the Department would close the
road if the two councils could not reach an
agreement.

“The department called for that meeting
to be held and invited Wollondilly Council
and the Colliery because we would be
discussing the closure of the fire trail.”

“The reason why Campbelltown Council
wasi’t invited is up to the department and it
is not up to us to inform Campbelltown of
the department’s decision.”

g
€

Queries on na

1 HAVE some questions about Cumberland
Woodland once it has been identified:
B Who maintains the area? -
B Will an Environmental Police Force be
employed to enforce legislation?
[ | Under whose direction and control will the
Environmental Police Force be?
B Who will pay the Police Force?
.What are the legal implications of an
Eu;;nnnmental Police Force?

reas declared as Cumberlan i
Woodland which is owned by ratzlpazﬁ‘];
Iﬁave_ many unanswered questions: 1
l Will the rate payer be compensated for
oss of potential income earning capacity?
| .W1]l the Council decrease the rates
payable by the owner in accordance with the
area declared Cumberland Plain Woodland?
B Who pays the surveyor to measure the

area to be set aside? 7 - "{3

B Who _pays for the fencing to stop
degra'datlon by stock, vehicles, etc?
B Will fencing exclude native anil:nals‘?
B Who advises the Valuer General’s
Department of the change in status of that
block of land, which has now effectivel
been devalued for the owner? !
|| Woul(_i Council or the State Government
(t_]ji qulfueé:l to purchase that area of
owuere?r and Plain Woodland from the
W If so, the st
go;e sigm’ﬁigg:e questions would become
ccess by the Environment: i
Force woulld become a contgfltnit:lis Ii’;):]z;e
= What will be the rights of the owner?
Will an easement be required by the
Council (or body responsible) to gain access

ijé’ issues

in areas where the owner’s property is t
traversed? o
W If so, who pays for the registration of the
easement?
B Will the Environmental Police Foree be
a.ble to enter a property for inspection at any
time, or will an appointment be made with
the owner?
B If the area catches fire, who is
responsible to put out the fire, gi
I put - , give

ﬁrce_wed sensitivity of the areat'}gl e

Will the general public agree to this

precedent of invasive investigati (
control of private land? iy

One’s home will no longer be one’s castle.
JOHN BICKNELL,

Chairm
Orchard Industry Action Groﬁgj

Macarthur Advertiser 7th October 1998



on look-out

for elusive koala

By MERRYN PORTER

WORONORA residents are being
asked to keep a look out for a koala
which was sighted in bushland
recently.

A resident contacted authorities
after she spotted the koala near
Woronora cemetery.

Now researchers are asking
Sutherland Shire residents to
report any other koala sightings.
Steven Ward, a koala researcher
based at the University of Western
Sydney, Macarthur, said the
Woronora find was very exciting as
| it was the first in the area.

He said that while the koala had
disappeared before researchers
arrived, they did find evidence to
support the find.

“We found pellets underneath the
tree so we at least confirmed there
was a sighting,” he said.

“We expect it was a male because
atthe moment we don’t have any
evidence that there are koalas
breeding in Sutherland Shire.”

Mr Ward said such sightings were
invaluable to researchers.

“What my research is about is
finding out where they are,
population, how well they are
breeding, what threats there are
and if they have any health
problems,” Mr Ward said.

“We actually don’t know very much
about the Sutherland side of the
army range and there is some
habitat out here that looks really
good.”

As part of this research, koalas are
usually caught to allow a vet to
check the animal over.

Colour coded tags are then
inserted into the animals ears
before they are released back into

the wild. T)is allows researchers to
keep track of the koala and often
uncovers some interesting
information about the migratory
patterns of koalas.

Mr Ward said a young maie koala
dubbed Bill was found near
Campbelltown and eartagged.

The eartags allowed researchers to
positively identify Bill when he
turned up a year later at Alfords
Point.

He had travelled 19km through the
army range and across busy
Heathcote Read.

“Males in particular will move long
distances,” Mr Ward said.

He said researchers now believed
young males migrated to avoid
in-breeding. ;

But he said there was still so much
to learn, and that was where the
community comes in.

“We are trying to get people to
report sightings to us because
there is so much bushland out
there that finding them is the
number one problem,” he said.

Mr Ward said members of the
public were asked to report
sightings as soon as possible by
ringing a special pager service
which had been set up and stating
exactly where they had seen the
koala.

The public can also help by looking
out for the eartags and taking note
of what colour they were. He said
this would allow the koala to be
identified even if it had moved on
by the time researchers arrived.
He said information was also
welcome about past sightings, no
matter how long ago they occurred.
To report sigihtings phone 9962
9996. .

Sutherland Shire Leader 24th September 1998
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B BILL: One of the many inhabitants of Wedderburn’s thriving koala colony. -

Greater p

CAMPBELLTOWN read-
ers of the Sydney daily
newspapers may have been
disturbed by recent articles
in which Steve Phillips
from the Australia Koala
Foundation (AKF) pre-
dicted that koalas are in
danger of extinction within
10 to 15 years unless
governments give them
greater protection.

How does the future of
Campbelltown koalas fit
Mr Phillips prediction? ‘As
July is koala and July 31 is
Koala Day, we will sum-
marise what we think the
future holds for our koalas.

First, the good news —
that we have examined and
are radio tracking jand they
are in good condition and
are breeding regularly and
successfully. We have only
found one sick mature
female, and she died of
problems associated - with
faulty "kidneys.

Most of the young born
in our area seem to be
surviving to the stage of
weaning, and some of those
have made impressive jour-
neys across the Holsworthy
firing range or towards
Appin Road.

Despite the problems of
cars and dogs, some of our
koalas have established
home ranges on the edee of

B JULY, the month

of the koala, has

been clouded with predictions our
national mascots could be extinct in 10
years. But experts Dr ROBERT CLOSE
and STEVEN WARD say  the future
looks bright for local koalas.

Campbelltown and visit-
many suburban back yards,
although some residents
may not realise it unless
they look carefully beneath

their trees for the distinc- -

tive faecal pellets which are
2cm-3cm long, brown to
black and an olive shape.

Our top male koalas
roam over huge areas
(200ha) on the fringe of the
city and appear to have
developed special habits of
behaviour to keep dogs at

bay. .
This is an excellent
report card,for our koalas

and suggesr‘»s at our koalas
will still healthy and
thriving in Campbelltown
in 10 to 15 years.

We have also been able
to show that koalas live at

do not apply to our koalas.
Or do they? The bad news
is that in the Campbelltown
region we have only found
breeding females in Wed-
derburn and Kentlyn, and
we estimate that there are
60 koalas at each site.
Koalas are vulnerable to

bushfires. In the eight years .

we have been studying the
animals, a number of seri-
ous summer fires have
threatened the colonies.
Fortunately, all the fires
have stopped close to the
edges of the breeding areas
and we believe that only
one of our radio collared
animals has been killed by
fire. 4 ]

Should fires such as the
one that struck in 1929

29th July 1998 —

e Gcs River and
O’Hares Creek, we could

easily lose both popula-

tions. :
If there are no other
surviving local popula-

tions, then the areas may
never be re-colonised. We
hope that our young koalas
which have gone wander-
ing will meet and form
additional breeding popula-
tions. Offspring from these
populations could then re-
stock the Wedderburn and

- Kentlyn colonies if they

were destroyed by fire.
The only other known

:sources of animals to res-

tock Ketlyn and Wedder-
burn colonies would be
from Wilton and the Avon
dam areas to the south.
Their acces would be via
bushland beside the
Georges River and Appin

Road or beside the Nepean-

River.

Successful movements
by koalas would require
that these bushland corri-
dors be retained. Unfortu-
nately, these bushland cor-

Photo: ROBERT GRUJICIC

rotection needed

MCM 2-% f ‘? ( é E‘%:veep North-South along

ridors are threatened by the
spread of domestic hous-
ing, roads and other urban
development.

So, in summary, we can
say that . Campbelltown
koalas appear to be sur-
viving and thriving and
spreading their offspring
along the Georges River
and tributaries in the Hols-
worthy Range to the east.
and hopefully along the
Nepean River to the west.

It is possible that in time
koalas will be seen regu-
larly in  many areas of
bushland south of Sydney.

If you would like gc
learn more about our local
koalas, we will - shortly
release a video which can
be available for schools and
community groups. The
video shows details of local
koalas and outlines how the
community can help retair
koalas.

To report a koala sight-
ing, call the University o:
Western Sydney hotline or
(02) 9962 9996, To hear :
male bellowing, call 462
3200.

Wilton and in the Bagro |

catchment, and we have
sightings reported all the
way to Bowral and beyond.

So it seems that the
AKF's ¢loomy predictions




Macarthur Chronicle 22nd April 1998

THE CHRONICLE, Wednesday, April 22, 1998

Koala
power
push

KOALAS in the Georges
River catchment area could
become a feature tourist.
attraction to rival the legend
of Fisher’s Ghost and
Campbelltown’s colonial
history.

Campbelltown Council
has called for a report on the
feasibility of a koala re-
search centre on the outskirts
of the city which could open
to tourists.

A departmental report to
council said Campbell-
town’s koala colonies were
visited by bushwalkers but
the public had poor access.

“‘Unlike a zoo or a native
animal park, these koalas are
in their natural habitat so no
guarantees of sightings can
be made,”” the report said.

““If Campbelltown was to
seek recognition as The
Home of Sydney's Koalas, it
would be necessary to pro-
vide permanent access to
koalas, their habitat and to
parts of the research fa-
cility.””

An exhibition of
Campbelltown’s koala
population will he held at
Quondong from July 13-26
to promote Save The Koala
Day on July 25.

The display has been or-
ganised by the University of
Western Sydney
Macarthur’s koala research
team, National Parks As-
sociation Macarthur division
and the Australian Koala
Foundation.

: S dney Morn:ng Heral
SS. 2nd July 199

Macarthur Advert:ser 17tn June 1998
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Fields, lastFnday

to hel’p ce}ebmlt the second buthday
ﬂfM@s aa!a Club.

A huge cake was cut by the birthday
ar, Mac K‘ﬁalaaml averyone looks

l LOCAL identity Mac Koala celebrates his second bi
bash with some of his young friends last week
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THE proposed Hoslworthy airport is a
perfect way to spend $1.2 billion on
environmental destruction.

So says Dr Don Neely of the Business
and Technology Faculty of the Univer-
sity of Western Sydney.

Dr Neely said the site of the southern
Holswerthy option for Sydney’s second
airport was an almost “pristine wilder-
ness area” with 80-100m gullies.

He said it supported fascinating
flora and fauna and contained some of
the most beautiful, unspoilt landscapes
and waterways in the Sydney region.

To develop this area for use as an
airport, he said, would require either
the levelling of the site or a massive
program of bridge building, or some

mbination of the two.
m\Dr Neely said: *“The area required
for two main runways, a cross runway,
taxi lanes and tarmac around terminal
building is about 2000 hectares.

“To level the site, engineers would
have  ut the tops off the ridges which
cover=enout half of the area and dump
this into the other half which comprises

of valleys.”

Sepior UWS Macarthur lecturer

Bakort Mlaca caid the omnllies and

Macarthur Advertiser 7th -

KOALAS: Airport would be bad for

Environmental plea

em, oo

waterways were a perfect habitat for
koalas and that any change to that
environment could be devastating.

He said an airport would mean
natural vegetation would have to be
kept down, possibly by burning off.

“A fire would not only kill the koalas
but would also change the vegetation of
the area,” Mr Close said.

“There will also be the demolition of

gullies, which will destroy important

refuge areas for koalas.

“Wedderburn colony is right at the
end of the east/west runway, which
means planes going overhead will
create a lot of noise. ;

“Koalas rely on bellowing calls by
the males to mate so we can only
imagine the disastrous effects on their
reproduction.

“The Wedderburn/Kentlyn area is
the only koala habitat with breeding
males.”

Mr Close said other things to
consider included the destruction of the
dispersal routes taken by koalas if a
highway were built to cross Rosemea-
dow.

The level of diesel fuel in the area

might alen affect the onm leaves.

Ma ; 4
% gy

Honestly, Mr Fahey

A PAGE of an old Macarthur Adver-
tiser turned up recently in a friend’s cat
box date February 7, that is, just before
the last Federal election. ;

Two adjacent articles described
firstly John Fahey's campaign focus
“Families, enterprise and honesty” and
cited Fahey's concerns as including the
local environment (EIS for Badgery's
Creck), and secondly, the Howard
Government’s plan to hold an indepen-
dent inquiry into air pollution.

Mr Fahey noted: “This initiative
outstrips Labor's empty environmental
promises. This vision means Macarthur
residents will face a healthier future”.

No sooner was the election won than

Howard’s covernment announced that S et

an EIS would be conducted only for
Badgery’s Creek and Holsworthy.

Both sites are in the Sydney basin
where Mr Fahey observed “Camp-
belltown, Narellan and Penrith were the
areas dir pollution collected” and where |
asthma was “in almost epidemic
propottions™.
~ Where is your famous honesty now
Mr Fahey? You cannot expect us to
believe that you did not know the
Holsworthy plan prior to the election.
_If you were so concerned about the
air pollution, why did you not insist that
alternative sites outside the south-west
were considered?

ROBERT CLOSE,

Macarthur Advertiser 30th lulv 1097

Carr ‘cowardly’ for
Badgerys backdown

By LINDA MORRIS

Transport Writer

The Federal Minister for Trans-
port, Mr Sharp, has launched a
scathing public attack on the
Premier, Mr Carr, branding
his sudden opposition to an
airport at Badgerys Creek as
“cowardly”.

Speaking at an airport pri-
vatisation conference in Sydney
yesterday, Mr Sharp said the
State Government put at risk
63,000 jobs in western Sydney
and stood in the way of millions
of dollars in freeway improve-
ments and a new high-speed rail
link which could loop into the
main western line.

The enduring legacy of Mr
Carr’s “apparent backflip”
would be inereased aireraft
noise for Labor’s inner-city
constituents and the possibility
of a fourth runway and 24-hour
operations at Kingsford Smith,
Mr Sharp said.

“If he [Mr Carr] now opposes
the construction of an airport
anywhere in the Sydney Basin,

those voters in Labor’s inner-¢
heartland that this is code |
lifting the curfew, and lifting
cap of 80 movements per hoi

“It means building a fom
runway. It means squeezi
more than 40 million passenge
into Sydney Airport — doul
what it handles today.”

On September 3, the Fede)
Government eliminated ¢
Holsworthy Army Baseas a s
for a second airpert on envire
mental %munds, leaving thr
sites at Badgerys Creek as t
only alternatives.

A spokesman for the Stg
Minister for Urban Affairs ai
Planning, Mr Knowles, accus
Mr Sharp of playing the “bi
gest con trick on the people
western Sydney”,

*“His claim that this proposal
the same airport proposal as ¢
one put forward by the previo
[Labor] Government is
bold-faced lie,” the spokesm:
said. “It is up to three times as b
with the potential to expand
five runways. He knows it wor
work. We know it won’t work

Sydney Morning Herald 16th September 19¢

Health risk for homes

S

-~

~ Ambarvale,

The Svdne_v Mc;nEE_H_ergld_zg‘rh Aiiorick 100

A CAMPBELLTOWN Council
report has recommended the
health effects of jet aircraft on
residents living under
flightpaths be considered as part
of the Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) into Sydney’s
second major airport. The re-
port followed media reports
earlier this vear which suggested
aviation fuel may increase the
_incidence of a cancer type
known as Myeloma (tumour of
the bone marrow).

It said the health effects on
residents living under flight
paths, particularly in relation to
the increased exposure to
carcinogenic substances, be con-
sidered as part of the Environ-
_mental Impact Statement.

Macarthur Chronicle 4th June 1997

Chemical dump

THE Environment Protec-
tion Authority is investigat-
ing the dumping of seven,
200-litre drums of toxic
chemicals in bushland near
a waterway last week.
Police and chemical
specialists from the fire
brigade were called to the
Appin Rd site near the
Wedderbum Rd turn-off at
6pm on Thursday to clear
the hazard. :
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By ROBERT CLOSE
and STEVEN WARD

AT 10pm one night last
week Amanda Harris
noticed a moving shape on
Junction Road beside Leu-
meah High School.

Thinking it was a cat she
slowed right down and was
amazed to watch a koala
with a back young walk
onto the road in front of
her.

She tried to ring us, but
found that the pager num-
ber was “out of service”.

Amanda persisted, leav-
ing a message for us via the
University and eventually
made contact.

We went out to investi-
gate and found the mother
and cub in a tree about four
metres away from Junction
Road and caught them both
just as the High School
dismissal bell rang,

A veterinary inspection:

at Elizabeth Macarthur

Agricultural Institute
showed that both were in
good health.

They were then ear-
tagged, mum had a radio
collar fitted and they were
released together not too
far from the capture point.
Mum, now nicknamed
Amanda. weighed Tkg. and
the cub, now nicknamed
Andrew, weighed 800gm,

= S

ac’s koala club

The pager company had
cut off the service on
August 12 due to a paper-
work error.

We were unaware of the
problem until Amanda
found another way to con-
tact us.

The hotline number is
now operating again and
we apologise for any incon-

_ venience.

If anyone else tried to
call us between August 12
and August 30 please try
again now. It is important

_ The sighting of a breed-
ing female at Leumeah was

particularly interesting.

Although we have had
three sightings reported on
or near Peter Meadows
Road we thought they were
young males on the move,

We have never previ-
ously thought that koalas
might be breeding along
Peter Meadows Creek, so

we will be

following

Amanda’s movements with

interest.

- All students and staff at
Leumeah High School
should therefore keep their
eyes open. They may occa- .

sionally have koala visi-

tors!

) safe

that we record all sightings,
especially during this busy
time of year for koalas.
Special thanks to
Amanda for her persistence
in reporting this valuable
find.
B To report a koala
sighting please call the
University of Western
Sydney Macarthur hot-
line on (02) 9962 9996.
B To hear a male koala
bellowing call (02) 4620
3200.

Macarthur Advertiser 10th September 1997

loser

With STEVEN WARD
and ROBERT CLOSE

LAST week we discussed the
capture of a new female koala
called Amanda and her cub
Andrew,

They were both caught beside
Junction Road close to Leumeah
High School.

Because we were concerned
that they might be hit by a car we
moved both koalas away from the
road when we released them.

Since then Steven has tracked
Amanda and Andrew from the
signals emitted by Amanda’s
recently-fitted radio-collar.

From this work we know that
they have travelled over a kilo-
metre and are now close to Old
Kent Rd, Kentlyn.

_This is quite a long movement

S

= —

an we t

for a female koala with a cub

riding on her back.

There are two likely expla-
nations why they have moved so
far.

‘The first is that our moving
them away from Junction Rd may
have disorientated Amanda so she
is now searching for her new
home.

Second is that Amanda may
have moved out of her normal
home range when we captured her

and has now meved back to that
area.

This last possibility seems more
likely as Steven has observed old
koala pellets by Oild Kent Rd
indicating past use by koalas of
habitat in that area,

The really exciting implication
from these observations is that
koalas may be breeding closer to
Campbelltown than we thought.

These koalas will be doing it
tough though because of dogs
(which can kill koalas), traffic and
trees being cleared.

So remember to keep your eyes
open and tell us of any koala
ightings.

To report a koala si
please call the UWS Mwiarlghl:tlif:%
hotline on (02) 9962 9996. To
hear a male koala bellowing call

(02) 4620 3200.

Macarthur Advertiser 17'th September 1997
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is Wilhemena?

B UNIVERSITY of
Western Sydney
researchers con-
ducting a koala
census have asked
local residenis to
report any sight-
ings.

By JENNY STOKES

IN 1992, a kouala called
Wilhemena left her col-
ony near Campbelltown
on’an epic trek 1o Suther-
land Shire,

The joumey took her
on tny paws from Ken-
tlyn, whers she Wwas
tagged by rescurchers in
zarly 1992. and across the
Holswerthy Military
Range to Engadine, where
she was last spotted in the
Heathcote National Park
by bushwalkers in 1994.

The tagging of Wilhe-
mena was done by sm-
dents taking part in a
research project at the
University of Westem
Sydney, Macarthur.

The - researchers are

now conducring a “keala
census” and are desperate
for news of the elusive
Wilhemena.
- PhD student Steven
Ward said the seven-year-
old project was designed
to find our the exact
range, habitas and health
of koala populations in
southern Sydney.

“Previously we've con-
cenmated fairly much on
the aréa west of the army

_ base,” Mr Ward said, “but
now we're looking at the

aren to the north and east,
which is Sutherland
Shire."”

The researchers est-
mate there could be any-
where berween 50 and
500 koalas living in the
“general Holsworthy
area”, in¢luding Heath-
cote and Royal national
parks and the Woronora
Dam catchment area,

“Trying to spot a keala
is like looking for 4 grey
furry lump stuck on a'grey
wunk oficn high up in a
clump of leaves”' Mr
Ward said.

“And because they are

& RESIDENT koalas at Symbio Animal Park.

in such low densities,
locating thein is a huge
problem.”

The last sighting in

'Sutherland Shire was at

Audley in January,

Mr Ward said informa-
tion gathered so fur sug-
gested that, like Wilhes
mena, koalas could be
using Holsworthy as a
corridor $o teach Heath-
cote and Royal national
parks.

Sech a commidor would
be cur off if the Federal
Government went ahead
with plans to build an
international altport on

f e Wavel |,
o Steyen Waye

!

"would further

the milicary site, “But
without more informa-
tion, we just don’t know
the full extent of the |
population.” Mr Ward
said,

*“That is why we would
like 1o hear from anyone
who may have scen &
koala recently, Even his-
torical information about
sightings many vears ago
is imporTant to our work.

* “Bven dead animals
can be useful to rosearcii-
ars because we cun stll
collect gemetic informa-
ticn and [igurs our the
age, size or ¢ven heaith of
the animul ar the tme.”

According 1o Mr Ward,
the UWS researchers
believed koalas from -the
only remaining breeding
colonies in the area — at
Wedderburn and Kentlyn
~ could also be breeding
in the nearby Holsworthy
Military Range.

Mr Ward said any
remaining koala habitats
on the base would be
almost wiped out if the
airport went ahead.

He 'said a southern
runway option’ would
buck op to the Wedder-
bum koala colony, while
runway lights would
interfere with the fracking
of animals and new rcads
threaten
any temaining koalag,
who have “little or no
foad sense”, Mg Ward
said, ]

Sightings can be
reported 24 hours to 0062
6994, Leave  name and
pumber so thal researchs

.£rs can venfy the sight-

ings and locations.
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UWS Macarthur Communique 1st June 1997

UWS Macarthur has added
its voice to the growing
opposition to the
Holsworthy airport propos-
al, maintaining that both the
northern and southern
options would place the
very future of the institution
in jeopardy. The northern
option would affect the
Bankstown campus, while
the southern option would
have an even greater nega-
tive impact on the
Campbelltown campus.

WS Macarthur attracts
more than ten thousand stu-
dents, staff and visitors to its
sites each day,” said the
Deputy Vice-Chancellor and
UWS Macarthur President,
Professor David Barr. “They
would be subjected to excess
noise every ninety seconds
from the second airport.

“We are certain that it
would be necessary for us
to soundproof all our build-
ings, in order to go about
our core business of teach-
ing and research. The cost
would run into millions,

1 the University would
“expect the Commonwealth
government to fund and
complete this work before
the opening of the airport.”

) 4

T e
Rob Close; koalas under
threat from airport proposal

Professor Barr said that in
addition, the Campbelltown
campus had been architec-
turally designed to encour-
age “out of doors” activity
by students. “No sound-
proofing could prevent a
severe loss of quality of stu-
dent life due to aircraft
noise if the southern
Holsworthy option pro-
ceeds. Certainly a major
building program would be
needed to accommodate
students who are not
attending lectures,” he said.
“The frequent excessive
noise, coupled with the cur-
rent uncertain climate for
universities, would ulti-
mately threaten our very
viability in this new era of
competitiveness for univer-
sities. Who would want to
pay to attend a university
where your concentration is
interrupted every ninety
seconds by an aircraft?”

The University has urged the
government to also consider
major factors such as the
uniqueness and fragility of
the flora and fauna of south
west Sydney, the destruction
of Aboriginal sites and the
proximity of the proposed
site to the Lucas Heights
nuclear facility.

The issue of potential
destruction of wildlife is
close to the heart of UWS
Macarthur researchers
Associate Professor Rob
Close and Stephen Ward,
who have studied the
breeding and movement of
koalas in the south west
Sydney area.

“Of the 304 vertebrate
species recorded or expected
to occur there, 47 are mam-
mals and nine of these are of
conservation significance.

"
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Too close for comfort; UWS Macarthur

The koala is the best known
among this group, and
would be seriously threat-
ened by the airport’s con-
struction,” Associate
Professor Close said. “The
two east-west runways of the
southern option will be so
close to the gorge where my’
colleagues and I have been
studying koalas since 1990,
that beacons for the runway
approaches will have to be
strung across the gorge itself.
This gorge is the only area
where we have found breed-
ing koalas immediately
south of Sydney.”

The effect on the south west
Sydney koalas would not be
confined to the physical
destruction of the gorge;
hazard-reduction burning of
surrounding bushland,
establishment of major road
and rail links, pollution of
waterways, increased access
for feral predators and the
noise factor would combine
to spell destruction. As well,
the airport and its associat-
ed infrastructure would
inhibit movement between
koala populations in the
south west. “Such move-
ment is vital for maintaining

ommunique

UWS Macarthur * winter 1997

joins the anti-airport campaign

genetic health and recoloni-
sation after local extinc-
tion,” Associate Professor
Close said. “Not only would
the airport directly kill
many koalas, but koala pop-
ulations a long distance
away could be isolated and
eventually decline.”

“Specifically, the planned
eight-lane highway access to
the southern airport will sep-
arate from each other the two
populations at Kentlyn and
Wedderburn (the only
known breeding areas within
65 kilometres south of
Sydney) and will prevent dis-
persal from both populations
to remaining habitat east of
the Georges River and into
the Nepean River system.”

Associate Professor Close
has appealed to the commu-
nity to take up the protest.
“I appeal to everyone who
is concerned at the potential
loss of a significant breeding
population of koalas and
the destruction of a priceless
and pristine environment to
write to the Prime Minister
and demand that the
Holsworthy airport propos-
al be rejected,” he said.



SR

AN e

Fund for animals newsletter Vol8 no.1

Koala survival

hangs in the balance
at Wedderburn site

Grecn bans imposed by the
Federated Engine Drivers and
Firemans Association and the
Building Trades Group of the
Labor Council of NSW are

still holding developers out of

the Wedderburn site in
Campbelltown. Survival of
Sydney’s last urban koala
colony depends on this tem-
porary ban. -

Justtorecap, Yap Yan Pin Pty
Ltd is planning to develop the
site which will contain 22 houses,
each two hectares in size. In-
cluding roads and other ameni-
ties, the total amount of land to.
be cleared is around 250ha.

Not only will the initial clear-
ing and construction be detri-
mental to the koalas’ livelihood,
imagine the effects of domestic
animals (on all the wildlife), pol-
luton from sewageand urban
runoff, illegal rubbish dumping
and weed invasion.

Bushfire threat

The proposed developed area
is clevared and sandwiched be-
tween two parcels of crown land
tecming with natdve flora and
fauna. Because of its location,
bush fireswould bea greatthreat
to the homes, and protection
such as back burning and fire
breaks would be putin place. All
theseaspects will take effect once
people inhabit the area and will
continually encroach on the sur-

rounding natural environment.

Dr Close, Chairman of the
Department of Biological Sci-

Macar_thu.r, has "f‘"
recently. con- Jfo

ducted studies ¢ _@
and found thatthe %, 7,
area proposed for My

development is
regularly used by
the koalas and
other native « =
wildlife as a'-=

corridor to reach prime feeding
grounds. '

Fund for Animals would like
tostartaletter-writing campaign
where YOU, our valued sup-

porter, can express the grave -

concerns you have for the
Wedderburn koalas.
Protection of this area is cru-
cial. Itis important to actimmedi-
ately. All letters to Council should
be addressed to: Campbelltown
Council, Queen Street,
Campbelltown NSW 2560.
IMPORTANT: Inyourlet-
teryou should ask thata copy be

“given to every Alderman on the

Council.

Whenyoureceiveareply, the
Fund for Animals would greatly
appreciate you making a copy of
both it and your own letter.
Sending this to us would be
most helpful for our files. Re-
member, always keep a copy
yourself.

Letters to local papers to be
addressed to:

* The Editor, The Macarthur
Advertiser, 263 Queen St,
Campbelltown NSW 2560.

~ ® The Editor, Macarthur
Chronicle, The Mall, Queen

_Street, Campbelltown NSW
2560.

- Ifyou-can contribute finan-
cially to the plight of the
Wedderburn koala colony or if
you just need more information
contact: Campbelltown Koala

_Association, PO Box 59,
~Campbelitown NSW 2560. Ph
(046) 258 8212. -
ences at the University of West- =0 o

ern Sydney, ik

If Animals Had A Say You Would Be Buying
- Aware Laundry Powder

Clever par:kqging can hide the ahimol suffering involved in
making that product!

When you buy Aware Laundry Powder you can be sure that
no animal has suffered in the research and development or
S manufacture of the product.

| Bionomics Australia Pty Ltd  (03) 338 0778

\Proud.‘y a non-animal lesting company and 100% Australian ownedj

FUND FOR ANIMALS NEWSLETTER, Vol. 8. no.1
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Sightings

of koalas

are very important

CAMPBELLTOWN koalas are famous!

We think that the sightings of Koalas which
Macarthur Advertiser readers have reporied to us
are so important, that last week Steven Ward
displayed a poster based on these sightings at two
scientific conferences.

Scientific conferences are very important for the
exchange of information so that scientists can find out
about the latest developments in their field.

This exchange of information can allow for all sorts
of new innovafions.

The two conferences at which Steven’s poster was
displayed were run by the Australian Mammalology
Society and the Ecology Society of Australia and were
attended by experts in mammals (animals with fur)
and ecology (the eraction of plants and animals)

y ':'-i".'eaa_a\:‘-__.,__-_ S e

This means the sightings which you have provided
us with are famous Australia wide. : :

We would also like to thank the Macarthur
Advertiser for their fantastic support. Prior to the

Spotted any koalas
lately?

We (Ph.D student Steven Ward and
Associate Professor Robert Close
from the University of Western
Sydney Macarthur) are keen to
learn of any koala sightings in the
southwest Sydney region (south of
Sydney down to Mittagongy).

We are trying to determine
koala numbers, distribution, health
status and the way they use their
habitat. The information we collect
helps to estimate the impact of
proposed developments.

If you find or see a koala, dead
or alive, please telephone (02)

9962 9996 as soon as possible.
S Ward & R Close
University of Western Sydney

..___:Jﬁih Q{)’Tr\-é‘l) J'”E_;{',,Nxfﬁ:,u_

mac's koala club

publication of the koala column there were seven fo
cight sightings reported every year. _

In the eight months since the publication of the
koala column we have had at least 16 sightings.

This is an increase of more than three times in the
rate of sightings being reporfed. -

However, we still lack much basic data about our
koala population. If you see a koala and report it you
will be contributing greatly to what about the koalas,
where they are, which areas they prefer and maybe
even a rough idea of how many kealas are out there.

So_thank you for all the koala sightings, but we

“definitely still want to hear from yon if you see koala,

_If you sight a koala please contact Robert Close on

(046) 203 203 (voice-mail) or after hours on (046) 268

679. :
(] Steven Ward and Robert Close.

NRMA Open Road May/June 1997
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CAMPBELLTOWN KOALAS MAY STAR IN VIDEO

UWS Macarthur’s koala expert, Associate
Professor Rob Close, is hoping to raise
enough funds to make a video of
Campbelltown’s colony in an attempt to
promote awareness and highlight the
threats that face these lovable creatures.

The video will be based around questions
from students at Kentlyn Primary School,
who are all now fairly familiar with the
colony after a female koala (‘Lyn’) dropped
into the school earlier this year.

It’s hoped that the video will be djstributed
to schools, special interest groups and
among the general public.

“If people are more aware of these local
koalas and the dangers facing the colony,

they may be willing to let us know of -

sightings and other information,” says Rob.

The video will show a map of the area
where koalas have been seen and where
little is known about the koala population,
as well as views over the wild and largely
inaccessible O’Hare’s Creek area, heart of
the Wedderburn colony.

“We’ll talk about how we catch and tag
koalas so we can keep a frack of them,”
says Rob. “The film will show the fitting
of ear-tags and radio collars as well as
weighing koalas and determining sex”

How many koalas are there at
Wedderburn? “We don’t know,” says Rob,
“hut it is estimated that there is one koala
per ten hectares, compared to about one
to five koalas per hectare in Victoria.”

Sometimes the koalas stray into the
suburbs. Rob says this could either be
because the koalas are dispersing or they
are being pushed out from their territories.

In Campbelltown, there are particular
dangers from unleashed dogs, clearing of
habitat, old age and dehydration. The
clearing of bush can have a major effect,
leaving corridors too narrow for koalas to
disperse without coming into contact with
urban areas.

* You can contact Rob on (046) 203 302

Your koala fact sheet

* Koalas ‘squeak’, except if they are a mature male in mating season and then

it is closer to the grunt of a wild pig.

* Koalas eat gum leaves - but we can't be sure of the species of gum. Sometimes
they sit in a tree but won't eat the leaf of that tree.

* In NSW the koala is classed as endangered.

r—-—--—--1

* Koalas live up to 10 years in this area, but in Victoria, where the population is
greater, the lifetime is closer fo 15 years.

* UWS Macarthur has a koala club. By joining it you can take an active role in
protecting these animals.

* You can also help protect koalas by restraining dogs, planting koala food
trees (ask at local nurseries, Mount Annan Botanic Gardens and Wirrimbirra
Sanctuary) and by supporting the Australian Koala Foundation.

Rob is an experienced koala handler. He
warns members of the public fo avoid such
close encounters among the wild
population ~ koalas are strong and can
inflict nasty bites and scratches.

MacScience is a collaborative
project between the Faculty
of Business & Technology and
the Office of Development and

External Relations.

Enquiries: Carol Oliver, ODER,
UWS Macarthur, PO Box 555
Campbelltown NSW 2560
Tel: (046) 203 488
Fax: (046) 281 493

Email: c.oliver@uws.edu.au

-—-—-—-—-—-———--_-——-—-—---—---—--—--—--1

WY XIN! AN ELECTRONIC ORGANISER

1.What is the most deadly spider in Australia?

Name:

2. What does this symbol mean? =

be?

4. What is the name of the rock discovered in Antarctica that suggests primitive life  Phone number:

may have existed on Mars 3.6 billion years ago?

|

I

i

i

3. If you place a sample of copper oxide in a bunsen flame, what colour will the flame Address: :
1

|

I

i

I

School

*You may photocopy this form if you don't wish to cut your copy of MacScience.
Send your entry to Carol Oliver, ODER, UWS Macarthur, PO Box 555, Campbelltown 2560. First correct entry out of the hat wins. Closing date is February 14, 1997.
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Govt moves
to protect
koala home

-+ 47
by MICHELLE BURRELL

RURAL residential development will not go ahead in
Wedderburn after the State Government refused to
approve a plan which would allow the suburb’s
subdivision.

State Planning and Urban Affairs Minister Craig
Knowles announced the decision yesterday (Monday) as
the Macarthur Chronicle went to press.

Cacnoyvilltown Council approved the controversial
Local.y,,,-ironment Plan 127, which would have permitted
the subdivision of Wedderburn into two hectare lots in
October last year. Mr Knowles said the Wedderburn
plateau was “‘too precious to risk’’.

““Ultimately the LEP would have led to a doubling of
the existing population on the plateau,”” he said.

““The plateau is one of the most significant remaining
areas of koala habitat in the metropolitan region.

*“It is also rich in rare plant species and threatened
fauna, with 22 threatened species of fauna and eight
known rare plant species.” Council’s LEP 127 was
prepared more than four years ago to identify land in
Wedderburn which could sustain two hectare develop-

ment. It had been deferred Stray s, fate

pending flora and fauna
TSRorh N Astieulto BPOTt 4, Ve N Coumcll has e
newed a contract to

and a koala mapping survey.
Councillors had rejected a supply live impounded
dogs and cats to

council staff recommen-
dation to prepare a new LEP universities for animal re-
search.

which would include infor-
An agreement with

mation from the recent re-
Sydney University has

ports,
wrM@r Russell Matheson, hioa replaced by 8’ new
deal with the Combined

s among councillors
Jim—Kremmer, Cind 3 !

: Universities Laboratory
Animals Services,

Cagney, Ron Owers and
Verlie Fowler in opposing
the subdivision, said the Unidentified animals
minister had come to a will be collected from
“‘common sense’’” decision. council’s pound if owners

““Wedderburn  will be fajl to collect them within
saved,”” he said. a week.

“Island koalas
to be moved

SUCCESSFUL trials to
sterilise female koalas
will allow a fertility con-
trol and relocation pro-
gram for the animals on
Kangaroo Island to begin
next week, it was an-
nounced yesterday.

The first relocation of
koalas from the island to
the south-east of South
Australia would take
place on Tuesday as part
of a plan to move about
2000 of the marsupials.

The plan followed con-
cerns last year that
Kangaroo Island could
no longer sustain the 5000
koalas living there.

The SA Government
rejected suggestions to

DT
-5-9

The Daily Telegraph 1st March 1997

The Daily Telegraph 11th February 1997

Koalas saved
as minister

stop

By SIMON BENSON
Environment Reporter

A PLAN for a major
residential develop-
ment on the site of one
of the most significant
remaining urban koala
populations in Sydney
has been rejected by the
State Government.

The area hags also been
found fo contain 22 spec-
ies of threatened fauna
and eight known rare
plants species,

Planning Minister
Craig Knowles has re-
jected a proposal from
Campbelltown Council
which would have al-
lowed at least 150 new
homes at Wedderburn
Plateau, 50km south-west
of Sydney.

“This area is too pre-
cious to risk,” said Mr
Knowles.

“The plateau is one of

DT e

the most significant re-
maining areas of koala
habitat in the metropoli-
tan area.”

Environmentalists
claimed the decision as a
victory.

But some conservation-
ists said the State Gov-
ernmnient’s claim to be sav-
ing it for koalas was
hypocritical when it al
lowed others in Port Ste-
phens to suffer at the
hands of development.

Campbelitown Couneil
submitted a draft Local
Environment Plan to the
State Government to re-
zone 1040ha on the sensi-
tive plateau against the
advice of its own reports
recommending the devel-
Opment was environmien-
tally unsound and high-
lighting the delicate
nature of the area.

The LEP and sub-
sequent development
would have resulted in a

s homes

doubling of the popu-
lation of the area.

“The platean’s environ-
mental and agricultural
significance would he
threatened by increased
human settlement,” Mr
Knowles said.

“Instead of approving
the plan I have asked
Campbelltown Council to
work with Government
agencies and the com-
munity to prepare a suite
of environmental protec-
tion measures for the
long-term proteetion of
the plateau’s unique en-
vironmentally preferable
qualifies.”

Mr EKnowles' decision
was supported by the
recommendations of the
independently com-
missioned report, orig-
inally rejected by the
council, which conecluded
that more housing would
harm the environment.



: By DANIEL DE NARDI
A VIDEO promoting Campbelltown’s natural beauty
is on the cutting board at UWS Macarthur — and the
main stars work for nothing more than a few gum
leaves and a little peace and quiet. :

Koalas Molly and Lyn will be the star attractions
on the video, being put together by the university’s
koala experts Rob Close and Steven Ward,
co-ordinators of the highly successful Mac’s Koala
Club. ;

The two koalas were tagged and released back into
the Wedderburn area last year.

“The purpose of the video will be to educate the

general public, special-interest groups and school

students about our local koala colony and hopefully

we can gain more feedback from the community
about their encounters with koalas,” Mr Close said.
- “We also want to raise awareness about Camp-

belltown’s bushland, promoting the natural beauty —

LYN the koala .tt. set to make' her debut in a special video.

Lights, camera, cue koala

flora and fauna - that is in our own backyards.”

Two videos are being prepared, one for adult
viewing and the other to be distributed among
Schn’o[s-.

“The school video will be very educational but
produced on an easy understanding basis to allow
information to sink in,” Mr Close said.

The video is based around questions from Kentlyn
Public School students who witnessed the tagging of

‘Lyn at their school last March. It will include a map

of the koala colony and views of the wild and largely
inaccessible O’Hare’s Creek. :

The video will also explain and demonstrate the
researchers role in helping the koala commu rand
Campbelltown’s development to co-exist,

Mr Close said the only hold-up on final
preparations of the ideo is a lack of funds for editing
and post production ' e




Koala Club
celebrates
1 st birthday

MAC’S Koala Club celebrated its
first birthday last week, with a picnic day on the
‘banks of the Georges River.

More than 200 members from the Macarthur
Advertiser, District Times, Liverpool City
Champion and Fairfield City Champion attended
the birthday bash, held at the popular Simmos
Beach picnic spot, Macquarie Fields.

With nature walks, courtesy of the National
Parks Association; a display of keala tracking
methods from Steven Ward, of UWS Macarthur 1
(pictured right with club members); and a jumping
castle to keep the youngsters busy, there was no
‘shortage of activities.

_ Aﬂ:er Iunch, the birthday boy himself, Mac the
koala, (pictured above) joined the party and cut
‘the cake.

Local businesses supporting the day included
Raynor Sports, McDonalds, Foleys Butchery,
Willis Cakes, Nepean Distributors and the
National Parks Association.




Keep a watch on koalas

'FIRE plays an important role in the regeneration of

! ﬁlekﬁfgglinn?eu:h , but it can have a negative effect mac ¥ s koala clllb

At worst, koalas will be burnt to death or

suffocated. : S
To escape the smoke and flames, koalas climb gullies re—colonisation would not be necessary.
'higher in the trees — but may survive only to starve. Since the koala colony at Campbelltown was

If the koalas are lucky, the eucalypts start to sprout discovered in 1986, several bushfires have threatened,

a few days after a fire, and the fresh leaves provide but the flames were stopped before they could affect
sustenance. wildlife.

The effects of fire on koalas is still being The Campbelitown colony depends on th
; : pends on the
researched, with the temperature and size of a blaze protection of the gullies, which would be under threat
among the factors which determine how colonies are

affected. ; from any airport built at Holsworthy. .

If Campbelltown experiences a large, hot fire, re If you sight a koala, please contact Robert Close on
—colonisation from the nearest unaffected koala (046) 203 203, or after hours on (046) 268 679.
habitat may be needed. To hear a male koala bellowing, call (046) 203

- However, if enough koalas sarvived in unburnt - 200.F1STEVE WARD and ROBERTCEOSE" = ~"=

mac’s koala club

YOU may have seen the pictures of Mac's first birthday
inJast week’s paper.

We hope that all Mac Club members who attended
had a good time and thank you to all those who donated
1o the day: Raynor Sports, McDonald’s, Foleys Butchers,
Willis Cakes. Nepean Distributors and the National
Parks Association.

i you would like to go bushwalking you might want
to consider j Joining the National Parks Association (you
can find them in the phone book) as they have an
excellent walks program.

L+ The Macarthur Advertiser also did a fantastic jobof
‘organising the Mac’s birthday party.
On a different note, an unusual call came in on our

phml& last week. :
David Mollard had found what he at first thought was ~ spring and autumn.
a mouse, in the gully of a suburban street in Ruse. On Unfortunately, pygmy possums are easy caiches for
closeri mspeclmn he noticed the tail was coiled like a cats, and this one may have been in trouble if David had
Stum’s. not been so sharp-eyed.
Sure enough, the r.my animal was a pygmy possum So please examine any mouse-like animals that your
(pictured here); body length was 6¢cm. cats bring home — it could be a pygmy possum, an
These beautiful marsupials (the females have a pouch)  antechinus (as described ina previous column,
share the Campbelllown bushland with koalas and antechinus are native marsupials mice with Eeng pointed
several other native animals, but being small and snouts), or even a feather-tailed glider.
nocmmal{acuve at night) they are seldom seen. If in doubt give us a call, and strongly consider
| 3 possums. have a special brush-like tongue for  training your cat to live indoors.
eating ot from flowers (as dﬁ orikeets, a native bird) _ If you sighta koala ontact Rnbsrt{iiase:on

- (1346) 203 203 (voice mail) or after hours on (046) 268
'Ihey nr,st in small hoHows mnldtrees {’emaies may  679. To hear a male koala bellowing ring (046) 203
‘have two litter _ﬁfswmﬁyéwmgqa;gyemm _ [CISTEVEN WARD and ROBERT CLOSE.

Macarthur Advertiser 16th October 1996

Macarthur Advertiser 23rd October 1996



12A - WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 9, 1996 - USA TODAY

“USA TODAY hopes to David Mazzarella
serve as a forum for get- - = — E_?tor
ter understanding an en Jurgensen
unity {0 help make the Editor of the
USA truly one nation.” Editorial Page
—Allen H. Neuharth Thomas Curley
Founder, Sept. 15, 1982 President and Publisher

The site where the Australian gov- Australian. Koalas receive constant at-
| ernment proposes to build a 24-hour in-  tention from local and overseas Visitors
| ternational airportishome toone of the at 2008 here and are keenly soughtafter

These beautiful ani-
* mals quickly succumb
| to stress. So even if

| they were able to sur-
| vive the bulldozers, it's
| doubtful they would

| survive airport con-
struction and opera-
tions,

The koalas’ bush
land must be pre-
| served. It is not reason-
~| able to plonk an air-
| port in the middle of
| their corridor and
- |- hope they survive.

I Nor is it feasible to
- move this colony. If Stressed out: Opponents say
| moved toanother loca-  airport would endanger koalas.
| tion, the stress would

_._- ~ few healthy, major colonies of koalas in by zoos around the world. o
| Sydney, home of the 2000 Summer Now the Australian government wan- -
Olympics. tonly considers concreting the habitat

of one of the few re-
maining disease-free
colonies of 1,000 ko-
alas that inhabit or tra-
verse the area in New
South Wales. _

Sydney residents
are angry about the
risk to these unique
creatures,

Tourism agencie
should be alerted fg

If you have access,
by Internet or phone,
to friends or col-
leagues with influence
in the tourism indus-

try, let them know and

seek their support.

~ kill the majority. Noise also is a known We need your help.
| Siressor that causes disease in koalas. Write: The Honorable John Howard,
| The threshold of animal pain tonoiseis MP, prime minister, Parliament House,
- substantially lower than that of hy- Canberra ACT 2600, Australia and ask

- mans. : the government to protect the koalas,
- Theirony is wonderful. This creature Prof. Rob Close |
__has been used at international events to University of Western Sydney
| promote Australia’s unique wildlife. New South Wales |
The koala is universally recognized as Australia
T e e e W and

To comment . . .
If you wouid chetocommenton-eﬁrtoria' Is, col-
umns or other topies in USA TODAY, or on :gy
subjects important mﬂ: Send e-mail for letters

1o the editor only to usatoday. s
703-247-3108. mau Lether? to the Edtor 1 :ﬁ%
Blvd,, , V. 22229, Please inciude

ters may be verified. Lefiers ang articles submitted
10 USA TODAY may be published or distriterrc
print, electronic or oter fopus o0 O dstrbuted in



Macarthur Chronicle 26th June, 1996

atch

"WE would Iﬂw to elm.fy some statements in a columue_
that ran in the Macarthur Chronicle of June 11 which
‘was titled “Airport risk to koalas”. ¥
~ The article stated that . studies had counted BG%;
Koalas at Wedderburn”, e

This was referring to studies conducted by th& ;
university from 1990 to the present. While we estimate
that there are probably 60 to 80 koalas in the
Wedderburn area we have actually only captured and-
ear-tagged 13 koalas to date.

The article also stated: “Surveys had shown the
animals were scattered across the military reserve,
from Wedderburn to Womnora Dam in the south and
Lucas Heights in the east.

- Ths latter two localities refer to sightings of ﬂmaa ¥
koalas.

We can also add sightings at Deadman’s Creek
‘(Heathcote Road) and Voyager Point Road (near
Heathcote Road).

However, the range has not been surveyed in detail
for koalas and it is likely that they are using habitat
throughout the range.

Thirdly, the article stated that
eucalypt eaten by koalas grew only in the deep
ravines . :

Koalas eat more than one type of eucalypt in this
area and while these probably do not occur on the
ridgﬁteps in much of army range, there are plateau
areas on the range where feed trees are plentiful.

Finally, we would like to comment that we agree
with the basic thrust of the article, which was that
‘koalas will be affected by the proposed airport plan,
particularly if the gullies are filled in or exposed to
erosion and siltation.

However, in the absence of basic survey
information in this area, it is impossible to judge how
many koalas would be killed or become isolated and
unable to breed.

The proposed plan would not only affect koalas, of
course, but would compromise or destroy the army
range sandstone community which we are fortunate to
have largely intact at present.

STEVEN WARD and ROBERT CLOSE,

;\'

.the type of

koalas

THE last surviving
koala colony in Syd-
ney (outside national
parks) is in Wedder-

urn, on the outskirts.

of Campbelltown.
Discovered in the
thick bushlands of

-Tthls area, the largely
“disease-free colony

had been somewhat

of a mystery for’

many years.
~In 1992, a new

method was® devised-

to study the elusive

koalas more closely

than ever.

Small radio trans-
mitter collars were
fitted to koalas
selected at random,
enabling Dr Robert
Close, of University
of Western Sydney,
Macarthur, to accu-
rately ftrack their

© movements.

It is usupally said
that for every koala a
person sees im the
wild, 20 will remain
hidden.

But with = Dr
Close’s sophisticated
tracking equipment,
he quickly found it
easy to locate the
animals, feeding on
gum trees, through-
out the region.

He has been work-
ing to cenfirm claims

t. their eating
; , habitat and
COEFi _ors of travel.

—— join this wonderful Mac’s Club so as to help an

Macarthur Advertiser 26th June 1996

Well done

AS a proud member of Mac's Koala Club watching 5
my delightful koala food gum tree growing, [ wouldg
sincerely like fo congratulate the Macarthur Advertiser =
for winning a coveted award from the AustralianS
Suburban Newspapers Association for its very®
suceesstul Mac’s Koala Club that aims to raise: boﬂf%
awareness and funds for koala research. 'ag
Better than that, you put your money where yom#m
mouth is: $20.000 to help with the preservation and™
research of our own Wedderburn colony by meessoré
%gbert Close and his UWS Macarthur student S‘wweuﬂ-
ard.
The Macarthur Adyertiser put to rest, once and for
all, the political hysteria that surrounded this spemaﬁ
koala colony for a long time.
1 urge parents and non-parents alike, churches ar
community groups to sponsor a child, so children ca

preserve one of Australia’s best loved icons, the kualm
JOHN HENNESSEY,
Campbelltown.’

Macarthur Advertiser

ZStEHSeptember 1996




9661

61 aNNr.

“Japea IS unuﬂmél.
pue asican 31§ o “tadedsmaou 1ajs
§ J2SIUAAPY At} 03 UM pIeme Jey]

‘(wonenand ON0'0r 1eao) Jady
-SMaN Ueqingng Jsag pue ‘urpes
1sag ‘A10lg spodg  1sag ‘el
spodg 1sag *A101S SMaN  [EH019)
15ag ‘AIOIS SMaN 1sag Ul SpIBA
dn payoid suonearqnd NDJ 18I0

“(ug
-R[NOIID O00°0F ue ssaf) Jtadedsme
ueqIngng jsag oyl uUoMm . ‘05e sig
S9IU} UBL) SS] PAYSIeISI SeM oIy
‘SawLy, 10INSI( paseq-[eimog atf,
jeam Jse] AsupAg ur uonou
© 12 PROUNOUUE 21aMm YOIA “SPIBME &
ut pajuasaidar om 5am (NDH) s1ed
-SMAN AIUnuIoy) Xeyre [[eiRAQ)|
K101 spodg jsag ur any
PU0J3s B Palods os[e (SuoiFal asg
Ul JOSTMSAPY 21 samedwosde o
SOWIL], AJ[IPUO[[OM 7§ UapuIL) AL,
"A1089180 2unjed] SUISHIAA]
189g Ay Ul ISHEUL) B osem p
A10821e0 [eLIOJIPH 199 U1 UI puod
‘f108ajen  (uonenald  (OO0F W
atour) tadedsman ueqingng 1sog §
ul papuauwio) AySiy e dn pays
OS[e  JOSILOAPY  INUMEdRIAl &yl
“HOTSIAL WIRUNON VNSV 1
ur £1082)80 (PaljISSE[O-UON) HOHOLK
1adedsmap] 1sag o m sjsneUL
Jo 18aq paspnl sem uonowold ayy,
Wnjoo A[eaM S JBJAl Ul PAysI|
SRupuy KR qIM - ‘9so)) _
Jossajoid ynim Fuofe vare [eaof Aj
sejeoy Apms 0} paiosuods os|e st i
USAR)S JUSPMIS JNUMEILIN  SM[)

"§800008 § UOH
-oxd aty ur souepodwr s Aum
ay sastseydus yorym ‘pio pue
SISRISNUUD Bfeoy jo dijsiequiam
© 51SB0q APBRAI[E qN[D B[ROy .35
UMO] PUOOIE SIUIAS JE UO
319 B u22q 20WIS SBY OUM 1Al
eeoy A[ppno B —  JBN., P
ISSIUSADY 21 Jeak 1se] g °
81q ® Auo[0D WINGISppapy [Rao] |
1e se[eoy jo uonearasaid 3y M

(VNSYV) uoneroossy siadedsamant
-INgng Uerensny pajaaod e
INUYIIRORIN 213 paurea sey ‘il
B[ROy J10] AQuowl pue §s3
Yioq astel 0] SWIe UOMM
B[EOY SOV JO SSa00ns 2t
*SJuapIsal Ing
01 20B] JeI[IWE] e SI B[Ry

HSINIAZA FHV IO 4




-’

The Daily Telegraph 20th June, 1996

Rangers «

allowed
to shoot

koalas

NATIONAL Parks and Wildlife Service officers

will be given authority to shoot koalas which are
over-breeding under a confroversial national pro-
posal to be released tomorrow. )

But night patrol squads
would also be launched to
capture stray domestic
dogs roaming koala habi-
tats in areas where koalas
were under threat.

A draft copy of the
plans, ebtained by The
Daily Telegraph, reveals
dog owners in urban and
rural areas would alsc be
forced to restrain their
pets at night, while in
some suburbs they may
be banned.

Options for chemical
-and physical fertility con-
trol are also being “seri-
ously considered” for ko-
alas thal over-breed.

But the plans, co-
ordinated by the Federal
Government's peak con-
servation body. the Aust-
ralian Nature Conser-
vation Agency, has
outraged the NSW Gov-
ernment, which claimed
“it will never happen
here”.

It will be presented this
weekend at an Environ-
ment Minister’s conven-
tion in Perth as a policy
for all State Govern-
ments to adopt.

ANCA and the Aust-
ralian and New Zealand
Environment and Con-
servation Council haye
rejected proposals to list
the koala as officially en-
dangered, claiming it was
“relatively abundant and
widespread” while
“clearly declining in some
ranges’.

For this reason state
and loeal authorities
would be asked to im-
pound roaming dogs, re-

By Environent Reporter
SIMON BENSON

strict dog numbers in
areas neighbouring koala
habitats and place a total
ban on dogs inside koala :
habitat. 3

Environment Minister:
Pam Allan; while welcom-
ing the overall plan, re-
jected the culling plan as |
“outrageous and un-
Australian™. ;

She will push for a nat-
ional ban on koals culling
at this weekend’s conven-
tion.

The move is a direct
response to the South
Australian Govern-
ment’s plans earlier this
year to destroy large
numbers of koalas that
had over-populated
Kangareo Island. *

A spokesman for Ms
Allan said while NSW
National Parks and Wild-
life helped co-ordinate
the document, it would
meet resistance from the
Minister on any plans to
cull koalas.

“They are a national
icon, it is totally rep-
rehensible and it sends
the wrong message tothe
international community
on how we treat our wild-
life.

“It is an absolute dis-
grace that some States
would prefer to pay the
price of & bullet to slaugh-
ter koalas rather than fry
and effect a management
strategy to ensure their
survival.”

The Daily Telegraph 21th June, 1996

THE Howard Government yesterday
wrapped Australia’s most endearing
symbol in a bulletproof vest by rejecting
a plan for koala culling.

“There will be no shooting of koalas
under this Government,” Environment
Minister Robert Hill said.

The decree follows a plan, revealed in
vesterday's Daily Telegraph, to shoot
koalas as a form of population eontrol.

“Let there be no doubt that whatever
the officials or sgientisfs might advise, T
am n e in

Macarthur Chronicle 11th
Airport
risk to
koalas

by PETER TRUTE -

of humane destruction,” Senator Hill
said. "It's unnecessary and there are
other, better alternatives.” E
He promised to ensure that the $300
million natfional heritage trust, to be
established from the proceeds of the
partial Telstra sale, included a contri-
bution to koala habitat revegetation.
Senator Hill's department had pro-
posed the “humane destruction” of
koalas in overbrowsed habitat in a draft
policy paper to be diseussed by federal,

‘suggestion State and ferritory ministers this week.

June, 1996

THE habitat of a koala
colony near Holsworthy
would be destroyed by the
construction of an airport, a
Wedderburn community
representative warned at a|
recent anti-Holsworthy air- .
port rally at Wattle Grove.
Bob Barnes, a member of
the Wedderburn Com-!
munity Group, said studies
had counted 80 koalas at
Wedderburn but numbers
could be as high as 300.
Surveys had shown the
animals were scattered
across the military reserve
from Wedderburn to
Woronora Dam in the south
and Lucas Heights in the
cast. Mr Bames said the
koalas would be wiped out

by the construction of the

airport and the resulting
noise and pollution.
*“Koalas [at Wedderburn]
:were thought to be extinet
because they were shot out|
'during the Depression,”” Mr
Bamnes said. “‘The re-
“population in Wedderbum
Lwas from the colonies in the
military reserve.” |

- Mr Bames, a chemist by
training who works for’
ANSTO (Australian Nu-
clear Science and Tech-
nology Organisation) said
the type of eucalypt eaten by
the koalas grew only in the

deep ravines which the air- Y

port plan would fill in.

Koalas that survived con-
struction would face death
through noise-induced
stress illness or poisoning-
from polluting hydro-
carbons. “‘Our major con-
cern is the environmental
significance of the flora and
fauna in the area [which is]
probably . . . one of the most
pristine in Australia,’ Mr
Barnes said.



A THREE-RUNWAY air-
port at Holsworthy would
pose a serious threat to the
local koala population.

Dr Robert Close of UWS
Macarthur, an expert on

native animals, said it was ¥

hard to say — without any
conerete proposals or accu-
rate maps — just what the
ultimate effect would be.
“But I'm very con-
cerned.” he said. “because

the koalas which inhabit the |

Georges River bushland
seem to use the army
reserve as a corridor to the
Royal National Park.

“Only recently a koala
tagged in Kentlyn was dis-
covered at Heathcote.

“A lot of research has yet
to be done into the exact
migration patterns and habi-
tats of the dense gullies east

of the river and I'm greatly

concerned about
plans.

““If you mess up the
dispersal routes. then il's

airport

just a matter of time before

fires knock out each indi-
vidual colony.”

- Wider
concerns have been raised

for the river bushland itself,

particularly by the National
Trust and National Parks
Association.

The O’Hares Creek
catchment is pristine and
pm‘ﬂﬁcs_ a haven for wild-
life. ; ;

Tt is also acts as lungs for

enyironmental

PR i

A KOALA photographed by one of Dr Ctoses assecrates in the area

the Georges River system.

The catchment could be
at immediate risk from
heavily-polluted run-off
from the proposed airport.

So would Punchbowl
Creek. which flows directly
into the Kentlyn swimming
reserve known as The
Basin.

Campbelltown’s Georges
River Nature Reserve was
set aside in the earliest days
of the city’s growth as a

refuge“ for relaxation and
recreation,

The executive director of

the National Trust of Aus-
tralia (NSW), Elsa Atkin,
said studies in 1978 rejected
Holsworthy as a site for a
possible airport.

~ The studies showed that

the terrain was too rugged.

Also, an enormous
amount of construction
would be needed.

The studies estimated

that a landfill of up to 140

million cubic metres would
be involved,

Ms Atkin said that devel-
opment of an airport at
Holsworthy would result in

land form changes at the site
and at the source of landfill.

“These would lead fo
changes to watershed char-
acteristics of areas and
possible soil erosion, in
addition to siltation and
pollution of the Georges
River,” she said,

“If the Federal Govern-
ment considers that a further

‘environment impact state-

ment is required. it must
address what is best for the
community — not what is of
short-term political expedi

ency.”



Jivepos!

Liverpool Champion 5th June 1996
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ac the koala on

da rescue m|SS|on

JOIN Mac and help save
the leelpool koalas from
extinction that’s the
message from the Liver-
pool Champion’s newost
Staff member.

Mac the koala has come
aboard to help locals real-
Isemste(masfyt@pushthe
cuddly marsupials out of
the area,

Dr Robert Close of
UWS Macarthur. an expert
on native animals, said
koalas that inhabit the
Georges River bushland
seem fo use the army
reserve as a corridor to the
Royal National Park.

A koala tagged recently
n Kentlyn had been dis-

at Heathcote.

-~ “A lot of research has-

yet to be done into the
exacl migration patterns

and habitats of the dense just a matter of time beforé
gullies east of the river,” Dr  fires knock out each indi-
Close said. vidual colony.™

“If you mess up the Fairtax Community
dispersal routes. then it's Newspapers has donated

$20,000 for koala research
in the area.

Join Mac’s Koala Club
for $7 which entitles you to
12-month membershlp
W!.th the monies raised
being spent on local kBaIa
research.

In return. club members
receive a gum ftree fube,
ruler, sticker. balloon,
greetings from Mac on

-your birthday and a regular
newsletter.

Write your name and
address, phone number and
date of birth on an enve-
lope, enclosing a cheque or
money order for $7 per
member and send to Mae’s
Koala Club, PO Box 62.
Liverpool. 2170, or drop
the envelope at our office
at 203 Northu mberland St.
Liverpool.




Tracing

SOMETIMES research involves unusual methods to
answer seemingly simple questions.

One such question is whether koalas are actually
feeding from the trees we find them in.

The answer seems obvious, but koalas may shelter
in a tree during the day because it is shady or
comfortable, and these
leaves. ey

* At first, this
watch’ thé koalas.

“But koalas spend about 20 hours a day resting and

sleeping, so you may have to watch a koala for a long
time before you would see one eat,

More importantly ' though, our presence may
change their behayiour. :

Results from other research in Queensland indicate
that koalas shorten their movements between trees
when they are being observed and their feeding
behaviour could change too.

So how can we get around this? .

Well, when a koala chews up a leaf there will be
some large fragments in a koala’s faecal pellets.

These will then enable you to discover what the
koalas have been eating.

First, however, we have to be able to recognise
eucalypt species, just from microscopic characteris-
tics of their leaves.

The Australian Koala Foundation has helped by
giving the university a grant to employ Beverly Hills
to try to solve the problem.

Beverly has now developed a technique by which
the waxy outer layer of eucalypt leaves can be
examined. 1

As you can see from the photographs, she has
found differences between the leaves of what we
suspect are the two most important species for koalas
in Campbelltown.

trees may not have tasty °

question seems easy to answer — just =

alas

i

o

! —

“THE grey gum (Eucalyptus punctata, top) and
stringybark (Eucaliyptus agglomerata). :

10SILBADY '.Jr'{iguéb'aw

Unfortunately not all species are so distinctive and =
in some eucalypt species the top and bottom layers of 8.
a leaf are quite- different. 3

Unfortunately, this will make identifying some leaf &.
fragments more difficult.

We’ll keep you informed of Beverly’s progress. ¢

A microscopic view of grey gum (EucalyptusS
punctata, left) and stringybark (Eucalyptus agglomer-
ata). :

Arrows indicate stomata — essentially ‘holes’ in the
leaf which allow the plants to breathe. o

Note that stomata are smaller and a different shape. @

They are more numerous in the stringybark and the
surrounding patterns are also distinctive. :

If you sight a koala, contact Robert Close on (046)
20 3203 (voice-mail).

The after-hours number is (046) 26 8679. =

‘Re

L ®

61
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dedicated as the SRA, instead of the |

Nature Reserve or National Park.”

President of the NPA, Pat Durman,

said.

gone,” Mr Phillips said.

tion.

Both groups are worried about the

plight of the region’s koalas and are

Now he wants long term strategies

“There are Iarge patches of bush

Parkway’s
growing
habitat

By LINDA McSWEENY

NEWS of a burgeoning koala habitat in
Macarthur should prevent the pursuit of any plans
for the Georges River Parkway, says Campbell-
town Councillor Verlie Fowler.

The release of the council commissioned Koala
Habitat Atlas Maps last week has also prompted
two other organisations to call for more
consideration to the wildlife.

The Australian Koala Foundation and the
Macarthur Branch of the National Parks Associa-
tion have called for a halt to development.

The maps have identified a larger than
expected and growing koala population in the
Wedderburn area.

And such new information has confirmed a
local academic’s claims of koala life to the west of
the Georges River.

Healthy koala life has been found in areas such
as Minto Heights, Airds and Ruse.

“We must protect it,” Cr Fowler said.

“Putting a major road in would be a disaster.

“A road has been on the cards for a long time,
but some of us feel it is about time to drop it.

“It’s not really needed and why do it when it is
going to destroy one of our greatest assets —
koalas,” she said.

Cr Fowler suggested funds could be placed into
addressing road problems in other areas such as
Pembroke Road, the F5 and a new bridge to the
northern end of Queen Street, Campbelltown.

“It would be better to widen Appin Road than
put a whole new road in”.

Macarthur President of the National Parks
Association, Pat Durman, is adamant there is no
need for a new road in the area, but consideration
of the obvious koala habitat.

“It’s unthinkable — they wouldn’t put it in.

“We want absolutely no development,” Mrs
Durman told The Advertiser.

“They need to be able to move right around the
area so it must be ‘protection protection’ really”.

Mrs Durman said the fauna study had vindicated
local conservationists’ views that Wedderburn could
not sustain further development.

Macarthur Advertiser, Wednesday, April 3, 1996 -
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Macarthur Advertiser 20th March, 1996

Jr_}mﬂ week we discussed how koala cubs develop
itheir life in the pouch.

We also mentioned that at the time when they
jemerge from the pouch, aged six months, they
iconsume pap produced by the mother. Pap is a dark
sgreen fluid produced by the intestine and released
{from the mother’s anus. or bottom.
| Papisconsumed over a number of days and
ibasically consists of concentrated digested leaves.
'The pap is rich with microbes (single-celled
organisms also known as bacteria) which provide the
’koala cub with the microbes it needs to properly digest
eucalyptus leaves, .

This rich brew of bacteria is swallowed by the cub
and goes to the caeeum to help the young cub change
from a milk diet to leaves. h

The use of microbes in the koala to help digest
leucalyptus leaves is similar to cows and many other
e miibatcimmaie Tamivnn 1 wilvink aat sdamisd Tn Font TRt ane

Tiny bacteria help
cubs to digest food

also have microbes which help our digestion, but we
don’t need them as much as herbivores do. so we
don’thave so many. -

The koala is unusual in that most of the microbes
live in the caecum. The caecum is basically a dead end
bit of tubing which is connected to the intestine. In
fact, the koala has the largest caecum for its size —up
to two metres long.

_If you sight a koala please contact Robert Close on
(046) 20 3100 or after hours on (046) 26 8679.
[]Steven Ward and
Raobort (Clnce

bold move

By Dr ROBERT CLOSE
and STEVEN WARD

IN Victoria, most koala populations
have been established by translocating
animals, that is, koalas were moved
from one location to another.

This was done because there was a
surplus of animals at French and Philip
islands, while on the mainland of
Vietoria koalas were almost extinct
because they were hunted for fur from
(the 1880s to the 1920s.

- However, there are problems with
translocations. If there are already
koalas where the new animals are
/moved to, then you will be disrupting
the resident koalas.

| Also, if there are no koalas already at
the spot where the translocation is to
{take place, this may be because koalas
lcannot survive in that area.

| Other problems with translocation
|arise because adult koalas use a certain
|area (called a home grange), and if they
are moved from this area they will often
try to return.

Another risk is that normally only a

i

p
# New home may
* be the answer

¥ Victoria’s

few animals are used to establish a new
population problem, causing inbreedin;
(related koalas that mate and have
babies).

Inbreeding is a problem because afte
a while there will be less variation in th
population. Variation is important,
because we cannot predict what will
happen in the future.

For example, if the koalas catch a
new disease and there is no variation
(that is all koalas are almost identical),
then they would probably all be
affected because they are so similar.
However, if the koalas are different,
then some may be resistant to the
disease.

If you sight a koala please contact
Robert Close on (046) 20 3100 or after
hours on (046) 26 8679.

3
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How many are there’
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| T |
By STEVEN. WARD
and Dr ROBERT CLOSE

MOST readers will not be aware that there is debate
between scientists over whether or not koalas are under
threat of becoming extinct. Why don’t the scientists
agree? Well, it’s essentially due to difficulty of
estimating how many koalas there are.

Why is this so hard if all you have to do is go out
there and count them? Unfortunately, it’s not that easy.
Koalas are hard to spot and the areas involved are so
huge that counting all the koalas would take too much
time, and cost far too much. Instead., we have to
estimate numbers,

First we would count the koalas in a certain area, say
in 100 hectares. Then if you know how much suitable
habitat there is you multiply the number of koalas per
hectare by your total area to obtain your estimated:
population. However, when different people use this
metbod they come up with completely different

e 5
'H'nr‘éxample, the Australia Koala Foundation has
estimated that there are 40,000-80,000 koalas in
Australia, but other researchers believe that there
are a million koalas in Victorian alone.
These estimates are very difficult because we are not
sure exactly where koalas occur, and how many there
are per hectare where they occur. This is because
density at which koalas occur varies enormously. In
Victoria five koalas per hectare may be common,
whereas in Campbelltown there may only be one koala
per 10 hectares. -

Despite the low density of koalas in the Campbell-
town region we believe the population is thriving and
sending out young ones to recolonise former habitats.

To make sure our estimates of population numbers is
correct we need your help to record sightings. This
gives us an idea of the total area used by koalas and
numbers per hectare.

If you sight a koala please contact Robert Close on
L ——

R

listers

write
to club

MAC’S Koala Club has
received a lovely letter
from two sisters from

In the bag — a pair

We just didn’t have

Thirlmere and we would
like to share it with you:

DEAR Mac’s Koala
Club: we would like to join
Your very worthwhile club.

We Jove Australian
koalas and hope that they
are around forever.

‘We also hope our mem-
bership fee will help a little
bit toward koala research.

We don’t want to he
combined members; we
would like to be individ-
ual members please.

‘We only sent one 0
in the same envelope with
only one money order of
$10 (35 each) because we
only had $1 each left to pay
for the money order.

enoungh money left from
Christmas to pay for two
separate money orders.
We like what Steven
Ward is doing for koalas
and hope after three
years is up he will get the
title of Doctor. Good luck.
Kristy Lee McDonald,
nearly 13,
I Sharlene Maree
McDonald, 10,
} Thirlmere.
PS: It is my birthday on
Saturday, can you tell me if’
any koalas are born on the
same day? It would be so
special if a baby koala is
hqm ;on-fkq.? a}'(a‘y'u

of happy koalas

LAST week’s Macarthur Advertiser
reported the capture of the koala Lyn —
and her newly born baby — from
Kentlyn Primary School, and showed
her being weighed in a hessian bag, as
pictured above.

The koala was put in the bag for two
reasons: First, wild koalas are not as
cuddly as they seem and can scratch and
bite, and second, marsupials (animals
with pouches) calm down when in the
dark, perhaps bringing back comforting
memories of when they were young in
their mother’s pouch.

Lyn certainly relaxed during her
brief period of captivity at Elizabeth
Macarthur Agricultural Institute, with a

local veterinarian, a former Taronga
Park Zoo vet, conducting her physical
examination,

The vet said Lyn’s hearl rate was
very calm and pronounced her to be in
excellent condition, with no outward
sign of the disease chlamydia (which
affects koalas).

After consuming a large quantity of
Eucalyptus nicholli during her
overnight stay at the institute, Lyn was
released back into her home range
sporting blue and pink ear tags and a
collar with a smali radio transmitter.

If you sight a koala, contact Robert
Close on (046) 20 3100 or after hours
on (046) 26 8679.
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‘Betrayal’
THE report on the Dharawal
Reserve in the newspaper
“Juotes the MP for Bullj Ian
MicManus: ““The new park
vill also provide a host of
“ecreational opportunities’”,

This is a betraya] of the
romise given by Mr Carr /
efore the State election, to
onserve this very valuable
d unique natural ares by
pedicating it a National -
ark. A total of 500ha has
Gen marked off for the
lawarra Rifle Club and [an
feManus s indicating the
e reason of Dharawal |
iing dedicated as 3 State
sereation Area, instead of
national park.

Pat Durman
National Parks
‘Association

extin

Macarthur Chronicle 2nd April, 1996

|
A KOALA Habitat Atlas map has revealed populations of

the cuddly creature in the Campbelltown area are in danger

of ““localised extinction”’. |

The Australian Koala Foundation (AKF) issued a grim
warning when it handed over Koala Habitat Atlas maps of
Campbelltown, Port Stephens and the Tweed to NSW Land _
and Water Conservation Minister Kim Yeadon in Sydney
last Thursday.

Campbelltown Council sponsored the Koala Habitat *
Atlas to provide a tool for planners to establish long-term
strategies  which would protect koala habitat.  AKF
executive director Deborah Tabart said although she was

y Desitant to use the words ]

. “localised extinction®® in

[ the past, the survey had i
revealed alarming facts.

AKF principal biologist

1 Steve Phillips  said the |

,?aﬂases showed koalas no
longer lived in expected
areas of habitation.

““There are large patches
‘of bush which we know
£ from research and local ,
-anecdotal records once sup-
ported healthy koala popu-
lations,”” Mr Phillips said.

““We go in there now and
find the bush intact but the
animals fong gone.”’

‘Campbelltown Council
environmental planning
-manager Keith Richardson
said the atlas results were a
grim picture for koalas in
the Macarthur area if people

Macarthur Advertiser 29th May, 1996

Koala Club column is a topread

EVERY week the first article I read in
the Macarthur Advertiser is Mac’s
‘Is there any chance that these
columns will eventually be published in
book form?
In the meantime, anyone who has not

been reading these columns by Dr

Robert Close and Steve Ward should

keep their eyes peeled and scissors
ready. g

The koala stories are a freat read.

Cr VERLIE FOWLER,

- Campbelltown.

didn’t heed the warning,
“‘People have to be care-
ful not to destroy habitat,
particularly those living
close to the area,”” Mr
Richardson said.



From page 1
The koala was persuaded to
climb down from its perch into

the hands of the researchers
below. Weight and dimensions

were recorded on the spot.

~ While pondering a suitable
male name for the Kkoala,

Professor Close discovered

that the he was really a she. He
found a two-month-old baby in

the mature koala’s pouch.

It was decided to name the '
koala Lyn (after the school

where it was found).
Steve and Professor Close

accompanied the koala back to

their university for health
examinations.
‘They will release her in the

Georges River area later this

week,

Steve Ward sald he was

finding his koala studies chal-

| lenging. He had concentrated
on identifying key marsupial

issues based on habits and
habitat of koalas,

The Macarthur Advertiser is
spensoring Steve in his studies
and has set up Mac’s Koala Club
to aid him in his research.

“The response to the club has

been terrific and very helpful,”

Steve said.

“Community support is nec-
essary to understand how our
koalas live alongside us.

“I would recommend joining
the club to get information on
koalas and what steps to take if a
koala is spotted.”

1If a koala — or signs of a koala
(droppings, scratchings) — are
spotted, contact Steve Ward or
Rob Close at UWS Macarthur on
(046) 20 3100 or (046) 20 3444
after hours.

Anyone interested in joining
Mac’s Koala Club should con-

‘tact Sue Paton on (02) 602 9111.

Macarthur Advertiser 7th F;Jrua_ry,—lg%_

Lyn the koala drops in in

KOALA scientist Rob Close weighs the koala visitor Lyn at Kentlyn
Public School
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LYN the koala at Ken lyn 'school on Manday a baby koala came alang for the ride
; picture hy ADAM HOLLINGWORTH

arihur Advertiser, Wednesday, February 7, 1996
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weekwet}wughiwewon[d Vi ala Clab will =
the Campbelltown koalas. Well Mac's Keala C}ub is raising money
d research. Your money will help pay for a student's sch _
ent Ward), which will ajﬁ)w him to 3 years studying Haafas
time. What a lifet The catch is that at the end of it he must write a

_ (the size of a book). His work will then be examine 30?3expe1;ts
rsupial biology. If they think that his werk is not enough . -
&ﬁm he loses his 3 years of hard work. If he passes he's awarded aPh.D.
.and gains the title of “Dr”. The benefit for the community is that wewﬁt
‘know a lot more about the lives of koalas. :
‘So how will the research help the koalas? Well at the moment we
‘cannot say for certain how many koalas there are, even just at -.
‘Wedderburn. Also we don't know what sort of habitat the koalas prefer
-and why. Koalas in Victoria appear to behave quite differently to Eg‘;las
in the Campbelltown region. For instance in Victoria they use an area of
2-3 hectares, whereas our Campbelltown koalas use 30-50 hectares.-
Quite a difference! These sort of differences mean if a development is
proposed we cannot accurately predict how it will affect the koalas.
However, if we find out how Campbelltown koalas behave normally
then we can make much more accurate predictions. If we don't have
information about the koalas then it's much more likely that we'll hurt
them inadvertently.

If you sight a koala please contact Robert Close on (046) 20 3100 or after
hours on (046) 20 3444. A

‘Steven Ward and Robert Close. { b A l—%‘hﬁ'—t

o
4
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Koala Myths -

A number of myths have arisen from observation of koalas. One is
that koalas are always “drunk” on Eu calyptus leaves. Eucalyptus
leaves contain essential oils which give eucalypts their distinctive

MAC.AD smell, but these oils are toxic to most other mammals. Although

=i

koalas are able to detoxify (i.e. make harmless) most of the oils

1-11-G5 found in eucalyptus leaves, they are not drunk. Detoxification of

e |

the oils does take a lot of energy though. To conserve energy koalas
usually move slowly and spend a lot of time sleeping. This is why
some people came to the conclusion that koalas are always drunk.

- Another myth is that the name “koala” means “does not drink
water”. In fact an aboriginal name, koobor has this meaning.
However koala derives from Colo an aboriginal name whi§1 comes
from the Hawkesbury river district and was used to name the Colo
river to the north of ggrdney.

“Koala” is a truly Australian name. It does not need any
attachments sucﬁ as “bear”. Of course koalas are not bears at all
and humans are more closely related to bears than koalas are, There
Is a strong movement now to use Australian names for species
native to Australia. Examples are using bilby instead of rabbit-eared
bandicoot and thylacine instead of Tasmanian tiger. So remember
it's not koala bear, it's just called koala.

If you sight a koala p}ease contact Robert Close on (046) 20 3100 or

after hours on (046) 20 3444. e s
« Koalas and their Relations

-
¢ Koalas are unique animals. Koalas, like many Australian - ‘
animals are marsupials and this means that they're =
*mammals which have a pouch. However, what do you ;
 think their closest living relatives would be? - =+~ -1
' For quite a while scientists thought koalas are most closel y |
|

Macarthur Advertiser 6th December, 1995

- related to possums. More work has been done now -
. though and it appears that the koalas closest living -
relative is the wombat.-Syeof the similarities that the
- species share is a backwa*d facing pouch. This
when the koalas ancestos|lived, like the wombats do, oi
the ground and dug byriows. When they shovelled earth
‘ behind them it wouldr't'ill up the pouch. . : :
J Now, however when thciher koalas have a baby in the
-+ pouch they must have glad tummy muscle control to stop
? the baby falling out. Thelel was a female koala at Taronga
' Zoo who had poor musgei control and kept losingher =
babies. The problem wagsolved the Zoo vet put a stitch in -
" her pouch to keep it closed. e
" If you sight a koala please contact Robert Close on (046) -
20 3100 or after hours oh (046) 20 3444, 6 —|2=0af

TTIG=AL] ILF 5y EBLIUGIY Jddom DLV R L .uululr' uulnuuuf:

KOALAS: THE COMMUNITY RESPONSE

The community has given a great response with 10 koala sightings and
we would like to thank those people who have reported them. Of
particular interest was a si%llting of a koala crossing the Hume Highway
in Casula, at about 11pm. This location is approximately 500 metres
away from the bush, so the koala would have travelled quite a distance
through market gardens. This kind of information is why the
community’s help is such a great assistance in gathering information on
koalas. There's nothing like having thousands of pairs of eyes helping
out.

We hope that the community will continue to call in with sightings.
There are other ways to find out if there are koalas in your area :ﬁough
For instance the mating season for koalas is in full sway and the males
will be calling to fema_lges and warning off other males. The call is a
_ffrunt-squeal and sounds a bit like an anguished pig.

tf you are walking in the bush or even in the suburbs you can look out
-for koala scratches and droppings. The scratches on trees will normally
be 2 or 3 parallel lines. The scratches will not show up well on trees stich
as stringybarks which have soft fibrous bark but can show up quite
clearly on trees with smooth bark such as grey gums. Koala pellets are
like Ia.r%(e olive pips. Possum pellets may look similar but are narrower
and look like tiny sausages. If you are unsure place the droppings in a
sealed container for 1-2 days. Izoala droppings will have a strong
Eucalypt aroma. If in double seal a few pellefs in a plastic container or
wrapper and them to us at the University of Western Séydney.

If you sight a koala please contact Robert Close on (046) 20 3100 or after
hours on (046) 20 3444. 28 =)29%

Macarthur Advertiser 29th November, 1995
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KOALAS:
WHAT TO
DO?

So far this spring Campbelltown res-
idents have directed us (research-
ers al the University of Westem
Sydney) to 8 koalas which wa would
not have found without your help,
Two of these 8 were young koalas
killed by dogs. The last, shown
here, was found on the 19th Ocio-
ber. This animal was 7 months old
and although there are no obvious
Wounds, the dog caused intemal
injuries severe enough to kill.

Although this is an unforiunate example of what can happen to koalas, the
community has enhanced our knowledge of where koalas are and what
they are deing by reported sightings. We are studying kealas in the
Campbelltown area and because they are difficult to locate, the communi-
1y's help is essential. All sightings of koalas, alive or dead, are valuable. ,
Koalas have been found in many suburbs on the east of Campbielitown. A
recent example is a koala caught near Airds High School four weeks ago,
We have fitted some koalas with identifying ear tags. If you should see a
| koala with ear tags, please note down their colours as that will allow us to

identify the koala,

It you find a koala that is injured or in distress we recommend that you
leave it where it is and contact us as soon as possible. If it is necessary to
handle the koala, cover it first with a thick blanket. Despita their cuddly
appearance, male koalas, especially are strong wild animals and can
inflict nasty wolnds with both their claws and teeth, If you have sighted a
koala please contact the University on (046) 20 3100 or after hours on

. S" (046) 20 3444,
2971 (e et

Steven Ward and Robert Closg,
Depariment of Biological Sciencas

KOALA RESEARCH
What research is hein‘? done on our \
Cumfbeliiowu koalas? Well at the moment
we (from the University of Western

Sydney) are trying to answer some hasic
blﬂlbg¥¢l‘l| questions.

For instance how mun; koalas are there
around Campbelltown? We know that cur
koalas are moving into the suburbs on the
east of Camphelltown, are in the
Wedderburn area, in parts of the
Holsworthy army range and are even
moving across o the Heathcote National
Park. However, as we don't know how
much of this land the koalas are actually
uslng{ we cannof accurately estimate the
popvulation size.

Hopefully our research, with the assistance
of the community, will produce a better
estimate of the number of koalas, where
they are, where they go, whether they are
disease free and how well they are
breeding. This sort of information is
essential when making planning decisions;
if we don't know where the koalas are
and what they are doing, then we can
inadvertently cause irreparable damage.
If you sight a koala please contact Robert
Close on (046) 20 3100 or after hours on
(046) 20 3444,

Steven Ward and Robe
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Molly's
Story

O a happier note than last week's
eolumn about dog attacks on
koalas, we'd like to introduce you
to Molly (shown here). She was first
found in Kentlyn on the 8th May,

1994, when she came into a back
garden, At that time she was 18
months old, badly dehydrated and
weighed only 3.1 kilograms,
© She was nursed back to health by
~ WIRES (Wildlife Information Reseue Emergeney Services)
worker Gaylene Parker after 10 days of care. She was fitted with
aradio collar and had an orange car tag put in the left car and a
green one in the right. She was then released into the bush at
Wedderburs and radio tracked to follow her movements. She
wats later eaptured on the 10th November 1994 and weighed 3.9

&
In December. unfortunately she was found in the field with a
broken leg and was returned to Gaylene's care. After 6 weeks of
tender loving care she was released again, When captured on the
Zodd August 1995, she was in zood health and weighed 5.8 kg.
This means that in 15 months, despite sethacks. she had almost
doubléd in hody weight. She is still in the bush at Wedderbiirm
and we will give npdates on her progress in future columns, We
hope that she will have a baby nest year. so <.ay tuned.
Remember too if you see a koala to look out for the var tazes andd
clully note the location. Wha knows it might even be Molly?
f you have sighted a koala you can contact a Prof. Rohert Close
on (146) 20 3100 er alter hours on (046) 20 3414,
Steven Ward.

Macarthur Advertiser 22nd November, 1995

Camp

KOALA TREES

eople can help koalas that move into the suburbs by planting trees that"
oalas like to eat. Wirrimbirra Sanctuary donates a Suitable seedling ttrall
Mac Koala club members, but there are a number of s
plant. Koalas mainly eat leaves from Eucalypt trees o course, alt
they will use other species and have ¢:ven been found eating pine n
Koalas mainly eat grey gums (Eucaly ptus
(Eucalyptus agglomerata and Eucaly ptus o A
ge!ltown. In the areas with clar v and shale soils, koalas favour forest
red gums (Eucalyptus tereticornis) af 1d . i

amplifolia).

Tree seedlirtl"gs should be

least twice

in some of compost and wel] rotted ¢ ow
not wound around the soil ball, and i f th
that they can grow out into the soil. (Zove
backfill the hole, ﬁrming down theoil to s

thorouﬁ
Carefu
forést red E
packs, wit

should be planted at least 10 metres
Cabbage gums are smaller, but shoul
om houses and power lines. |
If you sight a koala please contact Robert Close on
hours on (046) 203 444.1

away

Macarthur Advertiser 15th November, 1995

hly

y consider the location where

¥
—_— ¥

cies that you canii
oughy

unctata) and stringybarks
longa) in the sandy areas 6

+hbage gums (Eucalyptus

‘ e planted in 2! hole which has good drainage, at
e width of the soil ball, i 1nd ane and a ha?f times as deep. Mix
manure, Make sure the roots are
eV are, carefully tease them out so
r the top of the soil ball, then '
upport the plant. Water i
and place mulch up to, but not touching, the trunk.
you place your seedling.
e being included in the Mac Koala .~
. Forest red gums are big trees aridy
vay from houses and power lines. |
still be planted at least 5 metres ..

Ctu'rent]._\j-i
ums and cabbage g1yms
other species to come lat

®

(046) 203 100, or after” ]

Steven Ward and Robert Close

—
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Local newspaper helps
JWS koala research

In a unique partnership between UWS
Macarthur and The Macarthur Advertiser,
the local paper recently presented PhD
student Steven Ward with a cheque for
$20,000 in support of koala research.

Steven’s challenging investigation into the
life strategies of koalas at Wedderburn will
mark a new era in research for UWS
Macarthur. The hands-on investigation
will see him climb trees in search of the not
so cuddly creatures, tracking their move-
ments and survival strategies.

“In a steadily growing area like
Campbelltown, it is imperative we trace
e movements of koalas and determine
“ieir needs, so as to preserve the popula-
tion - which is currently being threatened
by increasing development,” said Steven,
23

The Macarthur Advertiser is playing an
important role in Steven’s research by mak-
ing local residents more aware of
Wedderburn’s koala colony. According to
Sue Paton, South West Promotions Mana ger
for Fairfax Community 1 Newspapers, “The
Macarthur Advertiser will run weekly
columns on koala awareness, what to do if
you see one and who to call.”

(left to nghr) Dr Rob C.fose Steven Ward Mac the Koala and

Sue Kennedy; Promotions Manager, The Macarthur Advertiser

The newspaper has also set up Mac's
Koala Club which will help to financially
support Steven until his research is com-
pleted. Annual membership costs $5 and
includes a t-shirt, ruler, gum tree tube,
stickers, balloons and a discount booklet.

If you have sighted a koala please contact
Dr Rob Close or Steven Ward at the
University on (046) 20 3100 or after hours
on (046) 20 3444,
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Save our koalas . . . Sue Dobson inspects the Wedderburn site

FORMER Campbelltown council-
lor Sue Dobson fears the future of
Sydney’s last disease-free koala

Macarthur Advertiser 3rd October, 1995

by SARAH CHAMPNESS

colony at O'Hares Creek Gorge,
Wedderburn, is in danger if a
proposed sub-division goes ahead.
1s Dobson is concerned her
__en-year battle to stop develop-
ment in the area will be futile unless
the State Government acquires the
land and declares the area a
national park and nature reserve.

She has called on the Govern-

ment and the *‘‘so-called
environmentalists’® on
Campbelltown Council to protect
the Victoria Rd site.

Initial owners Yeomans Pty Lid
went into liquidation and sold the
land to Boxola Pty Ltd, who then
sold half the land to Yap Yan Pin,

_reported to be an offshore company.

National Parks Association
Macarthur branch recently met
Planning Minister Craig Knowles
to ask the Government to buy the
land.

A spokesman for Mr Knowles’
office said the Governnment had
only recently learned of the pro-
posed sale and would have to
examine the zoning classification,
appropriateness of buying the land
and available funding.

“Boxola has resurfaced since the

CHREN 3 |p-@s5 PHOTO: John Appleya

oalas ‘in peril

council elections, which retm 4
conservative and pro-develo]
council and placed in the hands of |
real estate agents the other parcels
of land for development at an
inflated price,” Ms Dobson said.__|

Campbelltown councillor Verlie|
Fowler said any sale of land inj
Victoria Rd would cause coniro-
versy. She would urge councillors to
make further representations to Mr
Knowles and Environment Minister
Pam Allan.




UWS'’s Dr Robert Close, a biologist who has been
studying koala habitation in Macarthur, first received
funding for koala research in 1990, P i
Dr Close said: “T've been here one day a week since
that time and it’s got to the stage wher:;ﬂ*we need gﬁﬂl
time student on the job and that’s where Fairfax came
to the rescue.” . ¥l
FCN, through the Macarthur Advertiser Schol-
arship, will fund the three year koala study.
The applicant would preferrably be a PhD _studem_
who lives locally and who will be willing to live, eat
and breathe koalas for the duration of the scholars!'gp'.
“The person would have to know how to climb
trees, be able.to work on their own in very dlffic_lﬂtf
terrain, they have got to be pretty tough,” Dr Close
said. 8 g
“They would need an honours degree in ecology

and they have got to be good at public speaking,” he
said.

The scholarship is worth $45,000. , }
ECN general manager John Stafford said Fairfax
was trying to ensure koalas in the Macarthur area are
; r. ;-
“fle said: “We are looking for a better future for
them.”
Interested applicants should contact the Macarthur
_Adbvertiser on 046 255122,

Macarthur Advertiser 22nd February, 1995
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g WAS, "p_
koala map

CAMPBELLTOWN Coun-
cil will write to the Aust-
ralian Koala Foundation
(AKF) to confirm when
habitat mapping in the
Macarthur area is likely to be
completed.

The project, expected to
cost about $42.000 is still
unfinished, two years after
council asked the foundation
to go ahead with identifying
critical koala habitat areas.

AKF assistant manager
and biologist John Callaghan
said habitat mapping was
essential to ensure the
species survival,

*“The project will be com-
pleted and sent to council as
soon as the outstanding digi-
tal data has been installed to
allow for the effective com-
puter modelling of koala
habitat,”’ he said.

Councillor Jim Merry
urged council to write to the
AKF expressing its concemn
over the delay, and no firm
completion date,

=—— Macarthur Chronicle 28th February, 1995

Pledge on Koala habitat

STATE Labor Candidate for Camden Peter
Primrose has welcomed the State Govern-
ment decision to establish a koala'sanctuary
at Wedderburn.

But he called on them to go one step
further and fully protect the koala habitat as
4 national park.

“As everyone has seen from the research
by Dr Rob Close, koalas roam throughout

~the O’Hares Creek catchment area,” Mr

Primrose said.

“Koalas that were tagged at Wedderburn
have been found as far away as Sutherland.

“A State Labor government will fully
protect the koala habitat by declaring this
area the Dharawal National Park.

“The State Liberal Party has so far
refused to establish a national park.”

State Environment Minister Chris
Hartcher announced last week that 360ha of
bushland at Wedderburn would become
Australia’s first official koala sanctuary.

-3—q9

A sanctuary |

for koalas

WEDDERBURN  has
been turned into “Austra-
lia’s first official koala
sanctuary” by the State
Government, but. unSur-
prisingly, Labor has said
this is not enough to save
the koalas.

Environment Minister,
Chris Hartcher, said mak-
ing Wedderburn a “koala
sanctuary” will give the
koalas “the highest poss-
ible level of environmen-
tal protection”.

“This will be a model to

develop koala research
and management tech-

_niques.”

Labor’s Camden Can-

didate, Peter Primrose,
immediately claimed a
Labor Government would
turn the entire O’Hares
Creek catchment area into
the Dharawal National
Park, :

He said: “Koalas roam
throughout this area, and
have been found as far
away as Sutherland,

“The Libgrals have
refused to establish a
national park, which
would fully protect the
koalas — T welcome the
decision to establish the
sanctuary but I call on
them to take the next
step.” oLl

Macarthur Advertiser 22nd February 1995
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IT IS a delight and a pleasure to learn Fairfax
Community Newspapers has donated $20,000 for koala
research in our area,

This support for the work being done by Dr Robert
Close and student Steven Ward is generous indeed.

On the other hand, T am devastated that two koalas
have died as a result of dog attack,

I wonder how we can allow two hundred more homes

to be built at Wedderburn and two hundred
ream the plateau.

more dogs to

Because koalas usually do most of their travelling at
night, it is essential that everyone living near bushland
keeps their dogs under control at night.
Councillor VERLIE FOWLER,

Mac D

Macarthur Advertiser 15th November, 1995
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Koala otechon -
|

BUSHLAND at Wedderburn was dedicated
yesterday (Tuesday) as Australia’s first
The 360ha site contains a rare and
important koala habitat and forms part of a
larger reserve propesal which encompasses
fthe O"Hares Creek catchment.
Environment Minister Chris Hartcher
said dedication of the land as a koala
sanctuary provided the area the highest
,possible level of environmental protection.
" “As the first official koala sanctuary
declared in Australia, Wedderburn will be a
‘model others will follow,” Mr Hartcher said.
“Research and management techniques
!developed here will be extremely valuable in
our fight to preserve dwindling koala habitats
lalong the whole of eastern Australia.”

Liz Keohan and Chris Hartcher visit the
sancfuary site

Sanctuary for
koalas

Policy puts habitat at risk’

Macarthur Advertiser 20th February, 1995 \,

1
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KOALA experts are warning of ag
potential threat to the animals’ habi-
lats because a new State Government
planning policy does not cover the
Macarthur area.

They say the Macarthur area has

been excluded because the Planning

Department’s policy, which is designed
to protect koalas and comes into force
on March 13, applies only to areas with
certain types of eucalyptus trees.

The Macarthur district has the
wrong type of eucalyptus trees to be
covered by the policy. -

University of Western Sydney
(UWS) Macarthur senior lecturer in
biology Robert Close says the issue
could lead to trouble for koalas.

“The policy defines areas as poten-
tial koala habitats by the type of
eucalyptus tree in the area,” Dr Close,
who is one of the State’s leading
experts on koalas, said. BEAS

“But they seem to have based it on
the type of trees on the north coast of
NSW. We have totally different types
around Campbelltown.” ;

He estimates there are about 60
koalas living along O’Hares Creek at
Wedderburn with another eight to 10
at Kentlyn.

“1 don’t think there would be a:
problem in an area that is a known
koala habitat. The council would never
allow development there,” Dr Close
said.

“But the danger would come if there
is development proposed in an area
where we only suspect there are ko-
alas.” :

He said Wilton could prove a
problem area. “We've had a
number of sightings of ko-
alas there, but they are not
officially recorded by the
State as koala habitats,
Developers would be legally
within their rights to build
there,” he said.

Australian Koala Foun-
dation executive director
Deborah Tabart backed Dr
Close’s view.,

“He is the expert on ko-
alas in the Campbelltown

The Wedderburn colony is one of the
largest in the Sydney region and is free of
chlamydia.

State Member for Camden Liz Kernohan
said the Fahey Government saved Wedder-
burn from developers last year when the
Planning Department, under directions from
Planning Minister Robert Webster, acquired
the property.

Mr Hartcher said the National Parks and
Wildlife Service would develop a manage-
ment plan for the area.

area, so if he is concerned
then there must be some-
thing to it,”” Ms Tabart said.
“But in general the Gov-
ernment has taken a very
bold and courageous step
with this policy.” -
A Planning Department
spokeswoman said they
would welcome written sub-
missions on the policy.

S
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Koala protec

By ANDREW HUNTER

LESS than a week before a new policy on
koala habitat protection comes into effect,
Campbelltown Council remains in the dark
as to whether or not the policy applies to
Campbelltown.
The south-western city contains one of
| the most important koala populations in
NSW, but was left off the list of applicable
councils when the Koala Habitat Protec-
tion policy was announced by the State
| Government last~month.
In early January, a government spokes-
person said the Act would be amended to
| include Campbelltown before February 13.
IR Bt council’s environmental planning
_ manager Keith Richardson said this week
there was “no word” on the city’s status.
| Mr Richardson’s report on the new
| policy goes before Council next week.
| “There seems to be a general feeling that
|the policy was done without much
| consultation with the scientific commu-
| nity,” Mr Richardson said.
| Under the Act, no development applica-
tion can be approved by a NSW council
without investigation into the existence of
koala habitats.

If a habitat is identified, a plan of
management must be submitted to, and
approved by, the director of the National
Parks and Wildlife Service before the DA
can be considered by council.

FOR most urban dwellers the local bush
reserve provides their closest and most
regular brush with nature.

And as Sydney continues to grow
upwards, downwards and outwards, the
fate of urban bushland will become a more
pressing environmental concern for voters.

With this in mind, no doubt, State
Opposition Leader Bob Carr recently
released the ALP’s Greening of Sydney,
much to the chagrin of NSW Environment
Minister Chris Hartcher.

Mr Hartcher said Mr Carr’s promise to
abolish the Urban Parks Agency (UPA)
was an attempt to “conceal his theft” of
Fahey Government policies.

“The Fahey Government has already

announced plans for new parks at
Gladesville and Rozelle, and the UPA is
advanced in its planning for regional parks
at Horsley Park and Rouse Hill,” he said.

Yet, some conservation groups such as
the Total Environment Centre branded the
policy “impressive”.

Centre co-director Jeff Angel said the
ALP policy was sufficiently detailed to
allow voters to gauge what the future
would hold under an ALP government.

“Far too often, we have seen mere
rhetoric from both sides of politics, and
this has been useless as a basis for deciding
which party would deliver the better
environmental outcomes,” Mr Angel said.

IF Australia burned the 14 million tonnes
of waste it now dumps in landfill each
year, it would reduce its greenhouse impact
by between five-and-seven per cent,
according to packaging industry spokes-
man Gerard van Rijswick.

Mr van Rijswick, executive director of
the Association of Liquidpaperboard Car-
ton Manufacturers, said this was a far
greater saving than could be achieved by
the proposed Carbon Tax.
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Caring far Ol Resourc

Keep cool

Air conditioners in homes and cars
rely on CFCs, which destroy the earth's
ozone layer. Air condilioning is also a
major energy user.

Consider some
cheaper and safer
alternatives...

light opened al night
allows heat to
escape passively to
the outside.
* Ceiling fan cools
for 1/10 the energy
of air conditioner. -
= Closed blinds and
windows in daytime
keep house cool.

---And adapt yourseli lo the heat:

* Wear loose light-coloured
clothes made of natural fibres.

= Carry a hand fan.

= Eat meals that require no
cooking or cook outdoors.

o
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Koala ¢ rescueJust latest
victory in long campaign

AMIDST the hype gener-
ated by the decision of the
State Government to
“acquire” land at Wedder-
bum, it may be worth
noting that what is being
“acquired” is only about
50 hectares.

Most of the Yap Yan
Pin land (about 300 hect-
ares) was granted to
Campbelltown Council
several years ago as a
result of a decision of the
“and and Environment

sourt.
This came about
because council, firstly

under the mayorship of
Peter Primrose, followed
by myself as mayor,
rejected all proposed
developments and voted to
rezone the area “Regional
Open Space™.

This would have seen
all the land in community
ownership and could have
been (and should still be)
the catalyst for the first
national park in south-west
Sydney.

The State Government
unfortunately refused to
allow the rezoning and
Yap Yan Pin appealed
against council’s decision
pot to allow their develop-

L.
=Although the court
found in favour of Yap
Yan Pin, it restricted their
development to well under
& half what they wanted, and
imposed a condition that

ober, 1994 |

AFTER more than six
years of protests,
rallies, and the
longest-running
reenban in
ustralian history,
the Wedderburn
koala colony was
finally “saved” in
December. Premier
John Fahe:
announced the
bushland and gorge
site would be
resumed and become
a reserve. In this
special retrospect,
Campbelitown
Councillor JIM
KREMMER - who
was mayor from
1988-91, during the
headiest days of the
protests — looks
back -over the saga:

There is no doubt in my
mind that the main reason
the court was so restrictive
in its approval was
because council used the
highest level of legal rep-
resentation to support our
case.

As mayor at the time, I
had several meetings with
our legal people and made
sure they were well aware
of council’s commitment
to protect the koala colony.

Once the ‘court made its
decision, council had no
real choice other than to

not a victory it was still a
long way from total defeat.

The developer got 50
hectares of plateau while
council got 300 hectares of
environmentally critical
slopes and gullys and there
were several offers to
construct a koala research
station.

While council felt
bound by the court judge-
ment and mollified to
some extent by the large
amount of “Open Space”
awarded by the court,
other individuals and some
union officials felt other-
wise.

The unions decided to
continue the fight by intro-
ducing greenbans which
stopped any construction
at the site.

Unfortunately, those
well-intended bans
affected all construction,
including the research sta-
tion, which meant that it
all had to be shelved.

However, provxdmg
that some such facnluy is
built, the unions’ actions
will have brought about
the best result possible —
which is all the Yap Yan
Pin land in public owner-
ship and the koalas getting
the support they deserve.

What we need to do
now is ensure that both
Federal and State Govern-
ments recognise the
national and regional
importance of the area and

koalas and the declaration
of a national park or nature
reserve.

JIM Kremmer says many people took part in
the campaign to save Wedderburn k

a site

for special mention at this
time, let’s not forget that

this battle has been fought °
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Koala
land

to be
aved

by LYNDA FALLON

THE State Government will resume environmen_ta]{)h
sensitive land at Wedderburn after lengthy negotiations for
sale of the area stalled.

State Planning Department officials and mortgagee-in-
possession of the land Overseas Union Bank Australia
(OUBA) have been locked in negotiations for the sale but
could not agree on a price. The market value of the land is
estimated as at least $3.5 million.

Environmental and community groups hava_: fogght for
more than six years to preserve the land, which is home to
Sydney’s last thriving disease-free koala colony.

Trade unions slapped a green ban on the site, which was
subdivided into 22 lots of 2 to 2.4ha. Despite earlier refusals
to b= e land, Premier John Fahey announced on Tuesday
th /itat would become a reserve for the permanent
protection of koalas and said the NSW Valuer-General
would determine a “fair

price” for the land.

OUBA managing director

Geoffrey McIntyre said he

was pleased for the

community,

“We understood the

position but we had a

responsibility to get the best

price possible,” Mr

Melntyre said.

“We sought consultation

when others would have

used the law to push the

bans aside.”

He said OUBA would “defi-

nitely be taking action in the

court™ if the Government

offered too low a price.
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Row
future of
Dharawal

l Cleeo !“f.
OPPOSITION Environment
accused the State Governm

over

at

and

spokeswoman Pam Allan has
ent of “squandering another

opportunity” to set up Dharawal National Park.

Mrs Allan said the park was a necessity to protect koalas
and other endangered species at Wedderburn. She said the
Fahey Government announced plans to create 10 new
national parks but Dharawal was “conspicuously absent”.

“Once again John Fahey and Liz Kernohan have failed to
keep their promise to protect the pristine O’Hare’s Creek

catchment,” she said.

“State Labor forced the Government to start negotiations
to buy privately-owned land at Wedderburn and these
negotiations keep dragging on.

“But the koalas and other endangered species also roam
throughout the O’Hare’s catchment.” State Member for

Camden Liz Kernohan
slammed Mrs Allan’s elaims
as “trying to make political
capital out of nothing”.
“These statements are rid-
iculous,” Dr Kernohan said.

“It was the Fahey Govern-
ment, at my instigation, that
declared the area g nature
reserve that would be main-
tained by a community com-
mittee, |

“It is our Government
that has resumed land at
Wedderburn.”

Dr Kernohan said the
land could not be declared a
national park because it lay
on top of coal.

Labor Candidate for
Camden Peter Primrose said
the establishment of the
Dharawal National Park
was one of the most pressing
conservation issues in NSW.

“This land contains many
species and helps support
one of the largest disease-
free colonies of koalas in
NSW,” Mr Primrose said.

Housing
meeting

A PUBLIC meeting will be
held at Cobbitty to discuss
controversial plans for hous-
ing development in the area.

Several landowners at
Cobbitty want to subdivide
their properties and have
formed the Cobbitty Prog-
ress Group with the intention
of putting a joint submission
to Camden Council,

The group has been facing
Some opposition from resi-
dents against more housing
and associated development
in the area,

The meeting will pe on
February 15, at a venue yet to
be decided, at 7.30pm.

Some councillors will at-
tend the meeting as observers,
to gauge the acceptance or
otherwise of such Pproposals
from the Cobbitty com-
munity,
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LATEST inclusion in the
“That’s a  Coincidence!”
Department. Dr Robert
Close, an environmental sci-
entist from the University of
Western Sydney, has

become well-known for his
ongoing studies into the

Wedderburn koala colony.
But who was the owner of
the land the colony now
occupies earlier this cen-
tury? A quick check of the
1923 parish map at Camp-
belltown Library reveals the
answer. It was a farmer
called Robert Close. (Insert

> ] theme music from the Twi-
o light Zone here),

By JEFF McGILL

“SPECTACULAR” was the only word Meg

O-tes could use to describe her view across the
netre-wide chasm which swept down into

~=Pfstine river wilds below.

And perched at the edge of a jagged rock

~arapet, the strong winds hitting her face made

crystal clear how high she was,

~But no, Councillor Oates was not visiting

Fitzroy Falls or a tourist lookout in the Blue

Mountains,

She was right here in Campbelitown — at the

O’Hares Creek Gorge, just 15 minutes from

Queen Street.

Public access to this amazing “hidden corner”

of our city has been long blocked, and few

Campbelltonians even know it exists,

But the former mayor now regards it as one of

several sites which could trigger a huge boost in

local tourism - particularly the booming

eco-tourism market.

The gorge site, near Wedderburn’s controver-

sial koala colony, has already been earmarked Cr Oates says tourism at such sensitive pay,” she said,

MEG Oates at the O'Hares Creek Gorge: ‘No matter how hard you t%

A hidden

V2

O CHt
as a national park by NSW Opposition Leader,
Bob Carr - if he wins government in March,
Responding to this, the Fahey Government has
declared the region a “reserve”,
Cr Oates is confident that schools and residents
of south-west Sydney would love such close
access to this type of atiraction.
“The vast majority of Campbelitown people
have no idea of the incredible gorges and
beauty that surround them,” she said,
“Campbelitown unfortunately suffers from
negative images on the TV screen, but these
sites are something to really help raise our self
esteem.” :
Her stance follows the recent collapse of the
Macarthur Country Tourism Association
(MCTA), and Cr Oates is determined to prove
Campbelitown does not need Camden and
Wollondilly to aftract local tourists.
She is considering the creation of a special
tourism committee, which would include local
Aboriginal representatives and environmental-
ists, 4

‘nearby koala colony,

no camera can do it justice.” Photo by JEFF DE PASQUALE

® HAd t;g_m a4 §
tourist mecca!

bushland sites would have to have strict
environmental controls to prevent vandalism,
litter and threats to the flora and fauna,

(Lasl week, Cr Oates met Dr Robert Close of the

University of Western Sydney, an expert on the
to discuss her ideas.
Dr Close said while he would love to see people

‘enjoy these sites, he would also love to see the

sites protected from any harm, .

“I once led guided tours of the Galapagos
Islands, and by doing that we prevented any
vandalism, and could also give information to
the tourists,” he said.

Cr Oates agreed, and if the gorge was opened to
the public, she would aim to establish a locked
gates policy to prevent unofficial entry, and
build a small live-in ranger station.

As well as council funding, money could be
sought from government bodies such as the
Water Board.

“Maybe Camphelltown can get back some of
the $80-per household environment levy we all
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Freshwater mussel power -

tests river system h
EARTH CARE

By ANDREW HUNTER
A RESEARCH team from
Sydney University has
embarked on an innovative
pollution  monitoring
scheme using freshwater
|mussels to gauge the
‘health of the Hawkesbury-
{Nepean river system,
And it's the polluters of
NSW who are indirectly
financing the program.
The university’s Anat-
omy and Histology
Department was recently
jgranted more than
120,000 from the Envi-
fronmental Trusts, a pro-
gram funded by govern-
ment levies on industries
which discharge their pol-
utants into the sewerage
ystem,
Heading the research is
r Maria Byrne, who said
this was the first time
?am_._smnn_. mussels had
been used as bio-monitors

Landcom to

SPRINGFIELD Lake at Ambar-
vale will be given an extensive
facelift to repair years of damage
wreaked by people emptying fish
tanks into the water. dumping
domestic birds at the reserve,
polluting and littering.

The lake at Mandurama Reserve
is owned by Landcom which will
clean up the area and give it to
Campbelltown Council,

“Work on the reserve and lake

in Australia,

According to Dr Byrne,
the mussels filter six litres
of water per hour, accumu-
lating heavy metals along
with the iron and calcium
they need to form their
shells.

“Mussels have long
been recognised as an
important bio-indicator
species,” Dr Byrne said.

“The Environmental
Protection Authority and
the Water Board have been
looking at marine mussels
but the freshwater systems
are where Australia’s
major environmental prob-
lems are.

“We want to look at
mussels from clean water-
ways and compare those
with mussels from other
areas.”

Dr Byme had already
started her research before
the grant but said the new
funds had allowed her to
increase the scope of the
study.

The ‘natural monitor-
ing’ concept is being pur-
sued by another research
team, this time from the
University- of Technology.

The university’s Bio-
logical and Biomedical
Sciences Department
received $97,000 from the
Environmental Trusts to
use common street trees to
monitor air pollution,

Like Dr Bymne’s mussel
research, leaf samples will
be compared between pol-
lution-free areas and pollu-
tion-prone areas.

Announcing the grants
recently, Environment

Minister Chris Hartcher
said he had been amazed at
the quality and diversity of
proposals submitted for
consideration.

“There is a particular
emphasis this year on
projects which protect and
rehabilitate the state’s
waterways,” Mr Hartcher
said.

“This scheme is a great
example of the govern-
ment
research bodies to find
solutions to some of the
state’s environmental chal-
lenges.”

THE Nature Conservation
Council of NSW will
consider the issue of Aus-
tralia’s introduced animals
at two seminars to be held
on September 23 and 24 at
the Australian Museum
Theatrette.
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Caring for Our Air

Electric heating puts 5 times

as much carbon dioxide into the

air as a high-efficiency gas furnace,

- Mos! peak demand eleclricity is produced
from coal — nearly twice as poliuling as gas

- Only a third of the energy in coal is tumed
into eleclricity. (In a home gas lurnace up
10 95% is turned straight into heat.)

- Afurther 10% of the electricity generated
is lost before it reaches your home.

5

4 Solar
heating

3 creates
no CO,

2 at all.

Gas Qil

* Swilch to high-elficiency gas o
when replacing an old furnace, o©
* Consider soléir energy. Vo ~af

Electric  Solar

D 1992 AriPrass International. SOUTHAM SYNDICATE

by LYNDA FALLON

includes a tree planting program,
extending the existing footpath,
providing facilities and vehicle
barriers and removing domestic
birds and salvinia molesta
(salvinia weed).

A report Lo council on Tuesday
said Springfield Lake was in a poor

Lt opets =

spring-cl

state, suffering from siltation,
overstocking of domestic birds,
erosion and weed infestation.

The proposed revamp of the
lake was advertised and public
submissions supported the devel-
opment,

However residents were con-
cerned a proposed boardwalk on
the southern side of the lake was
dangerous and could be used by
children as a diving board, Water

plants will be put in front of the
boardwalk to make it less attract-
ive for diving and swimming.
Residents also believed the pub-
lic should be educated about not
emptying goldfish bowls into the
lake and asked for a public aware-
ness program to stop run-off con-
taining detergents, oils and other
waste products from surrounding
properties. The lake is choked with
salvinia weed, a possible by-

e LI/

eéan

lake

product of people emptying gold-
fish bowls into the lake. |

Landcom will drain the lake and
remove the salvinia weed before
refilling it and beautifying the
area.

The RSPCA will be asked to net
domestic birds such as ducks and
geese and take them to farm dams.

Landcom will maintain the site
for six months before handing it

over to the council.

Macarthur Chronicle 23rd August, 1994
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Creek gets'
clean-up to
help river »

By JAMES WOODFORD gﬁ g

A creek flowing through Plumpton Park, i
Sydney’s west, has been turned from a filthy ditch
into a wetland that experts say could help save the
Hawkesbury River.

Until recently, Bells Creek — in the Blacktu}w
Council area — carried the run-off from a housing
development that was completed a decade ago

1t was an eyesore that had E coli counts highe
than raw sewage, was strongly alkaline and hac
levels of phosphorus that were eight times highe:
than the national standard.

The whole cocktail flowed into Eastern Creek,
then into South Creek, before making its way into
the Hawkesbury-Nepean River where it contrib-
uted to the blue-green algae outbreaks that have
plagued the river.

A wetlands expert, Mr Geoff Sainty, was
¢ ‘oyed by Blacktown Council 15 months ago
2 +1.3 million was allocated by the council to
turn the creek into the centrepiece of Plumpton
Park.

“Jt was really a place not to go,” Mr Sainty said.
“It was a bit of a mess.” u

His work had three goals: to improv# water
quality, to prevent floods and to provide a place
that could be used as an educational resource.

Today the artificial wetland is nearing comple-
tion. Noxious weeds have been replaced by 25
native, wetland species, and wetland birds have
begun to use the site.

The plants in the wetland are known as
macrophytes — meaning big eaters — and these eat
excess nutrients, the main cause of blue-green
algae,

“The new wetland is right up the top of the
catchment as close as possible to the urban area,”
Mr Sainty said. “We have slowed down the flow
and created a mice place to visit and habitat for
plants and birds.”

Sydney Morning Herald 24th August
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koa

OPPOSITION Leader Bob
Carr has accused the State
Government of playing
politics with a koala habi-
‘tat at Wedderburn after a
real estate advertisements
were seen in Campbell-
town this week.

In May this year Mr
Carr said an ALP govern-
ment would buy or swap
22 five acres lots on
Wedderburn Grange with

Macarthur Chronicle 4tﬁ0ctober 1994 3

la sale”

By CARLOTTA McINTOSH

=

state owned land.”

“If the government is
serious about buying the
land, why is it listed for
public sale,” Mr Carr said,

Earlier this month Plan-
ning Minister Robert Web-
ster announced he was
negotiating with the mort-
gagee in possession Over-
seas Union Bank (Austra-

KA

FIREFIGHTERS battled a blaze at Wedderburn for almost 1|/ /-

L5 hours on Tuesday and Wednesday before containing
flames that endangered homes and razed 100ha of
bushland.

More than 150 firefighters, most of them volunteers,
fought the flames from 4.40pm Tuesday to 7.20am
Wednesday. The area, off Victoria Rd, was not officially
safe until Thursday morning and Campbelltown C ity was
under a declared state of emergency for two days.

Three 16-year-old youths are facing charges in connection
with the blaze. Police said the boys, two from
Campbelltown and the other from Leumeah. have been
charged with maliciously setting fire to scrubland.

Campbelltown Council fire control officer Angelo Baldo
said the fire was fuelled by tall, dead grass and dry scrub.

Mr Baldo said water had to be taken into the area because
there were no mains. at
Wedderburn and dams

usually used in fire emerg-
encies were dry because of
the drought. The fire
stretched across a 1km front
and winds of up to 45km/
hour whipped Sm-high

as “fantastic™ and thanked
all those who had helped.

“The co-ordination of all
the emergency services was
fantastic and everyone de-
serves to be thanked for
their efforts.” he said.

flames towards homes.
Bushfire season officially
began on Saturday but coun-
cil had moved the season
forward one month because
of the dangerous conditions.
Mr Baldo described the

lia) to buy the Wedderbur:
land to protect a koal:
colony from housing
development.

Yesterday Mr Web-
ster’s office was not aware
the land was being adver-
tised but said negotiations
with OUB were continu-
ing.

Housing development
on the land has been held
up since union green bans
were/ put in place since
1988.

OUB Australia spoke-
man Geoff Meclntyre said
Elders Real Estate tele-
phoned to ask if the land
was still for sale.

“At the same time the
government approached us
and we entered into dis-
cussions with a view' to
buying the land.” Mr
MclIntyre said.

“T would not enter into
any contract until I spoke
lo the government and
informed them of the situ-
ation,”

The Chronicle

Koala colony

put in peril

WEDDERBURN'S treasured koala celony
eame perilously close to danger as flames
ticked near the edge of their habitat last
week.

Vietoria Rd, which was closed off because
bf the fire, borders the koala colony.

On the northern side of the road, in the
Pheasants Nest catchment, there are an
estimated five or six koalas.

The main colony is at the end of Victoria
Rd, in the O'Hare’s Creek catchment, where
there are about 60 animals.

Robert Close, a lecturer in biology at the
University of Western Sydney Macarthur
Campbelltown campus, has studied the
koalas since 1991.

On Tuesday he faced a great dilemma —
whether to move some of the koalas out of

themselves.

1;{15[ a4

harm’s way or leave them to fend for

"It would have been very difficult to get

Ruling cuts
coal option

THE Kembla Coal and Coke (KCC) mining company has
says conditions accompanying the approval to mine the
Tahmoor North coal reserve would make mining imposs-
ible.

KCC principal environmental officer Dave Olsen said the
Land and Environment Court’s ruling had cut off the
existing Tahmoor mine from a new shaft site at Picton.

“We can’t access the shaft from our operations because it
is under prohibited zones,” Mr Olsen said. “We will seek a

in because the fire was outside the only track
that leads into the area,” Mr Close said.

“It was just too dangerous. If we went in
there and the fire came in after us, we would
not have been able to get out. We would not
have found more than one or two, they can
be very difficult to find.”

He said it was not his job to interfere with
the koalas. “Our aim is to study them not
impinge on their lives,” he said. “Fire is part
of their lives.”

Mr Close said people should be more
aware of potential bushfires.

“Although the koalas have to live with
fire, we don’t want it to be man-made fire.”

KCC’s course of action.

change to the activities allowed in the area.”

Technical general manager Rick Davis said the court’s
conditions would have to change.

*We don’t believe retaining the prohibition on mining in
the lease 1s sustainable,” Mr Davis said.

KCC was permitted to mine the majority of coal in the
Tahmoor North lease but placement of prohibited zones

1QYICsuch as residential and industrial areas prevents the use of

longwall mining, the most efficient way to extract coal in the
area. Mr Davis said no decision had been made yet on

*When you get that sort of decision, you have to sit back
and look at how to tackle it,” he said.
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By COL ALLISON

The threatened Wedderburn
koala colony, near Campbell-
town, one of Australia’s last
disease-free koala sanctuaries,
may soon be saved by the State
Government after a long-running
protest and green ban.

Conservationists, who have
fought a succession of would-be
developers of the land adjoining
the fragile koala habitat in
O'Hares Creek, believe their
12-year battle may be ending.

The Government has been
negotiating confidentially with
the mortgagee in possession, the
Singapore-based Overseas Union
Bank (OUB) Australia, to buy the
445 hectares of housing develop-
ment land on the ridge above
O'Hares Creek known as “the
lungs of the Georges River”.

A representative of the Minis-
ter for Planning and Housing,
Mr Webster, confirmed that the
minister had been personally
seeking a solution td‘tﬁg plight of
the koalas after persistent pres-
sure from the MP for Camden,
Dr Liz Kernohan.

Mr Webster was optimistic
and believed the multi-million-
dollar purchase of the site from
OUB via the Sydney Regional
Development Fund would pro-
tect the habitat of at least 60
breeding koalas from housing,
land-clearing and domestic pets.

Dr Robert Close, senior biol-
ogy lecturer at the University of

Koala colony’s
future brighter

Wedderburn koala . . . their
safety seems assured.

Western Sydney and long-time
researcher of Wedderburn’s
koalas, has been monitoring the
koalas via radio telemetry for
four years.

He believes that the colony is
breeding freely and shows no
signs of chlamydia, the disease

ragg?’n‘g the fertility of koalas
nearly everywhere else.

“Young koalas being driven
out to find new territory by their
parents are constantly turning up
in Campbelltown backyards,” he
said. “Only recently I found one
in the Royal National Park, just
south of Sydney, where the
animals have not been seen for
three decades. 1 believe the
Wedderburn koalas, once their

.future is assured, will ultimately

recolonise the national park.”

_ 1>th August 1994

Wedderbﬁr_n koalas

1 wish to clarify two points in the
article (Herald, August 12) regarding
koalas at Wedderburn.

First, although the animals were
described as “disease-free”, tests con-
ducted by veterinarians at Elizabeth
Macarthur Agriculture Institute show
that animals at Wedderburn have had
contact with the chlamydia bacterium

which causes decreased fertility and
sometimes blindness and death. To
date, none of the koalas we have
examined has shown clinical signs of
the disease, but they could appear if the

' koalas were placed under environmen-

tal stress such as over-crowding or
dietary insufficiencies.

Second, the koala ear-tagged at
Campbelltown was spotted in Decem-
ber 1993 at Heathcote National Park,
not Royal National Park as reported. .
However, it was seen only lkm from
Royal National Park and may have
made it across the freeway in time for
the fires. '

Robert Close,

University of Western Sydney,

™ s Macarthur,

August 15 Campbelltown.
— (XL} . 3 5
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to buy land

By CARLOTTA McINTOSH

THE STATE Government is negotiating with a
Singapore banking group to buy back land at
Wedderburn to save the koala colony threatened by
housing development.

After months of lobbying by Camden MP Dr Liz
Kernohan, Planning Minister Robert Webster
announced on Friday his intentions of buying 22
live-ucre lots owned by nortgagee in - possession,
| Overseas Union Bank (OUB) Australia.

“The considerable com-
ity concern about the

alas prompted me to
“Raise the matter with the
Premier. so I'm  very
happy to see a satislactory
solution has been sought.”
Dr Kernohan said.

acquired, the site will be
maintained as open space
and with natural regenera-
tion. it is likely the koala
habitat will spread back to
this land.”

OUB managing director
Geoll Mclntyre confirmed
discussions had  been
going on with Mr Web-
ster’s oifice but said he
cor " make no ollicial

__ent about the sale.

“~The news has delighted

environmentalists who
b= “been battling to stop
t,___ development since
1988.

UWS koala expert Dr
Robert Close said he esti-
mated there were about 6()
koalas along the O’Hares
Creck gorge.

“Furthermore, il

/Lernohan said it is intended to purchase the lund
ﬂam@h the Sydney Regional Development Fund.

House
PpProject
falters

“If the land is protected
it will safeguard other rare
fauna found here. not just
koalas.” Dr Close said.

“Anything that reduced
‘human impact on O"Hares
Creek will be important
lor the long-term survival
ol koalas.” :

Dr Close’s studies have
shown the colony has a
number of young produc-
tive [emales.

“So far the local koalas
are not showing any signs
of chlamydia, the wet-hot-
tom disease that has
alfected the fertility of
many koalas in built-up
areas.

® Contd page 2

@ From f{ront

Environmentalist Verlie Fowler
who was president of the Macarthur
branch of the National Parks
Association during much of the
campaign to stop development has
expressed delight at the news.

Campbelitown Councillor Sue
Dobson who has been in the fight
since 1988, told the Advertiser she
‘always believed in an ultimate

victory.

“There were times
thought I could not carry on, then I

would take a walk out there and the
trees would give me the strength to
continue,” Cr Dobson said.

-“] am very excited the govern-

ment has decided to buy the land. It
has taken a long time but I won’{ be
opening the champagne until the
land titles are in the possession of
the State,” Cr Dobson said.
- Cr Dobson said the National
Geographic magazine will put the
story of the plight of the koalas in
the international arena in the
September or October edition,

when 1

THE State Government’s
shock decision to purchase the
land occupied by Wedder-
burn’s famous keala colony,
should finally bring to an end
six long years of protests,
picket lines and legal action.

And although it is undoubt-
edly a moment of glory for
Camden MP, Dr Liz Kerno-
han, the unsung heroes should
_also be remembered.

These are the residents,
environmentalists, unions and
councillors who for years “held
the line” against development
of the koala habitat.

The drama began back in
1988, when it was revealed a
colony of koalas had been
discovered in thick bushland
about to be developed into a
prestige housing subdivision.

However, Campbelltown
Council had already zoned the
land on the fringe of O’Hares
Creek gorge as suitable for
rural-residential blocks.

As all three levels of gov-
ernment began blaming each
other for the problem, envi-
ronmentalists led by the
National Parks Association and
Campbelltown Koala Associa-
tion demanded the area be
protected.

The Advertiser spearheaded
news coverage from day ene;
with our articles detailing pro-
test meefings, council debate,
maps, promises and proposals
numbering into the hundreds.

With the council blocking
Yap Yan Pin Pty Ltd’s devel-
opment propesals, the matter
went before the Land and
Environment Court, which
gave conditional approval to
most of the estate.

But outraged opponents
began a series of protests and
picket lines while the unions
declared “greenbans” on the
_site.

For the past two years the
matter has, rested at a stale-
mate, but in an electoral
boundary redistribution, the
site was transferred from the
ALP seat of Campbelltown into
the marginal seat of Camden,
held by Dr Kernohan.

The Liberal MP toek an
immediate interest, toured the
area with the Advertiser, and
began making a rolling series
of representations to the minis-
ter, urging action.
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thur has again been
made into a marginal
seat ... the Liberal Party
organisation and I agree
that I could make a
much greater contribu-
tion to winning the next
election by locating my
office in Narellan.”

But on Friday, Sen
Baume insisted he would
remain in the Upper
House.

“As much as I enjoyed
being the MP for Macar-
thur, I definitely have no
designs on going back to
it,” he told the Advertiser.

It’s understood local
Liberal © branches will
choose their candidates
for the next election in
August.

There is no obvious
candidate yet, although
four names are repeat-
edly mentioned — Charlie
Lynn of Bradbury, Pen-
nie Scott of Camden,
Ron Forrester of Bowral
and Peter Arnaudon of
Cobbitty.

President of the
Macarthur Liberal Elec-
toral Conference,
Andrew Thomson, con-
firmed there was no
clear frontrunner.

6
Diary................ 20-22.
Casey, s 28

__pfrock wallaby

Lo poul peoormance
of Macarthur’s Labor MP,
Chris Haviland, has been
given as the reason why
Liberal Senator Michael
Baume has decided to
make Narellan his new
home base.

Senator Baume, who
was previously based in
Wollongong, claims he’s
had to deal with an
increasing local workload
due to the “inadequate”
efforts of Mr Haviland.

But meeting the criti-
cism head-on, Mr Havi-

land said he wasn’t aware

there were “any gutters big
*enough” in Narellan to
accommodate his oppo-
nent.

For many residents,
Senator Baume will not be
a, stranger, after serving
seven years as the Liberal
MP for Macarthur until he

Children

A T

Last week, he told the
Camden Liberal Party he
hoped to establish his
office at Narellan within
the next two months and
play a larger role in local
affairs. ;

“The Macarthur area is
among the fastest growing

-regions of NSW, resulting

in many problems requir-
ing federal attention at a
time when the area is
inadequately represented
by an inexperienced local
Labor - MP,” Senator
Baume said.

“As a former MP for
Macarthur, it would give
me a great deal ot pleasure
to help win this seat, which
has never been in opposi-

_tion in its 45-year history,

back for the Liberal Party.
“Another reason I am

make a

wallaby welcome

@® From front

koala tracking collars used to record the
whereabouts of koalas found on the edge of the
Wedderburn Gorge and Kentlyn further north on

the Georges River.
Dr Close

said he ‘decided to

introduce

nine-month-old Isey to the kids so they could see a
harmless native creature first hand.
Isey, short for Mount Isa, where she was found

by her mother. closely. 2 . o

_after she was abandoned |
resembles a species of roc

inhabited the

k wallaby whi e
Wedderburn e eich once

gorge and plateay, -

“There haven’t been any sightings of this kind

‘Horoscope... .....rn%%\\ﬂ\&%hmﬂ: Dr Close said.
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Koala campaigner and
lor Sue Dobson has challe

area to equal the efforts of
Dr Close needs‘funds
koala research, but.in thel

around Campbelltown in recent

nmﬁwco__:msﬁ Council-
ged other sthools in the
the Beverley

n.o.._.. FLnRRY
one rim he i<honing in

h.-m-._m _f_.
COSts 'for

SENATOR Baume today

glad to return to Macarthur
is that my wife, Toni,
comes from Camden and
her parents and adult chil-
dren all live in the area,
with which I have very
strong personal ties.”

As the lacal MP, Sena-
tor Baume was well-
known for his larrakin
sense of humour, even to
the extent of running elec-

FROM the Advertiser

archives ... an election

ad used by Michael
Baume in 1975

tion ads which deliberately
poked fun at himself.

One 1975 advertisement
read: “For a start, he is an
incredible five foot two
inches tall, and the most
un-fastidious dresser (try
as we may, he’ll never
really look like a Liberal
Party candidate)”.

Dispute

on value

LIVERPOOL mayor Mark Latham has disputed the
valuation of a-property jointly owned by the doomed
Macarthur Country Tourist Association.

Cr Latham told Liverpool Council he doubted if the
roperty was worth the Raine and Horne figure of
Mu@m.ooa.. but would be interested in a “more realistic”

offer.

?n%.%kﬂﬁ:a Opposition trom

(A% & 53 W L T Y.

amden ang Wononauy e

[ will be disbanded and its assets sold.

Liverpool owns

"MCTA.

 As a first ste t : O
cozoned it ,H-.._.,_.c%a%o nm:% t-thedand *Eiverpool has

- to :Oﬁo__.mz.onﬂz

; J the land the MC ilding st:
-on, but it holds the land and the v::Hﬂ%EESm stands

in trust for the
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By HEATH GILMORE,
Environment Reporter

+ THE Federal Government is mount-

lll’lg a plan to save the koala,

. According to the Australian Koala
"Foundation, the national koala popula-
tion has declined from several million in
the 1920s to between 40,000 and 80,000,
“and some conservationists have warned
it could face extinction.

Other animals under pressure include
the Bilby, Gouldian Finch, Adelaide
Blue Tongue Lizard, Leadbeaters Pos-
sum, Long Footed Potoroo, Trout Cod
and Orange Bellied Parrot.

There are 178 species of plants, 57

.species of birds, mammals, reptiles, frogs
and fishes classified as endangered.

The Australian Nature Conservation
Agency claims another 100 species of
.plants and 30 species of birds and
mammals are presumed to have become
"extinct since 1788,

. The Government is now set to take
action, with environment minister John
Faulkner announcing plans to relaunch
the stalled National Biodiversity Strategy.

Senator Faulkner will appoint a
committee to implement new national
_ guidelines, and his staff are investigating
the possible use of legislative enforcement,
_ The Biodiversity strategy, developed
at the end of 1992 to deal with the

save koalas

problem, has stalled with a joint
committee of Federal and State environ-
ment ministers. The NSW, Western
Australian and Victorian governments
are yet to support the plan.

A spokesman for NSW Environment
Minister Chris Hartcher said: “We have

- no problem with the principle of the

agreement just a concern that it may
overlap a number of other Com-
monwealth strategies.

“We still need to be reassured it
would be effective.”

But Mr Faulkner said last week thata
national council comprising Federal and
State government representatives, scien-
tists, conservationists and industry
would implement the strategy.

“There is an enormous diversity of
plant and animal species in Australia,
many of which are found nowhere else
in the world,” he said.

“We are the only developed country
which is classified as megadiverse. Our
special circumstance demand that we are
one of the world’s leading nations in
rmplemen the United Nations’ Con-
vention on Biological Dwemty just as we
played a leading role in its development.

“The Government has worked hard
to develop a National Biodiversity
Strategy. We need to develop a program
to ensure its effective implementation.”
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apping out Koalas” future

A by JESS TAYLOR

f!

Jg }'HE Campbelltown koala

¢ | map will not be quite what it

: F " sounds.

: + Rather than helping lost

; koalas find their way home,

' the koala map will be used
.more to help humans stay

3 . out of the way.

" § Manager of the Koala
l?"oundatlons environment
division Stephen Phillips
Has been working on the
map for the past few
months.

He expects to hand down
his final report to the
Campbelltown Council by
the end of June.

“That will include a re-
port by us explaining the
whole system of koala map-
‘ping and providing guide-
lines for the management of
koalas and their areas,” Mr
“Phillips said.

“Campbelltown is one of
the key places in NSW for
koalas; it’s in the top 10 on
our list.”

Mr Phillips said the re-
__search took a particular area
' ‘and captured data on all the

environmental aspects of the
place and those attributes
were fed into a computer.

__The computer then selec-

ted sites accounting for

" every possible geological
variation in an area and

" these sites were examined

" for evidence of koalas.

“By sampling these areas
with different geological as-

‘! pects we are able to pick up
a great amount of infor-

mation on koala habitats,”

‘Mr Phillips said.

b ““In other words it tells us

what sorts of vegetation,

- geological areas and other
aspects contribute to koalas
chosing their habitats.

“It also helps us tell how
many koalas can be found in
an area and, based on other
areas having the same geo-
logical make-up, we can tell
what other places are likely
to have koalas.”

Campbelltown Council
has contributed $25,000 to
the research, which is ex-
pected to cover 20,000 hec-
tares in the area.
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THE life-story of our

endangered koalas
makes heart-wrench-
ing reading,

Yeslerday we began
the saga of one young
female koala, Pebbles.
The tiny koala was or-
phaned when her
mother was hit by a
car on a busy road.
Weighing just 400g,
she was found crying
in the gutler a few
metres from her dead
mother's body.

DAY TWO: Two boys
walking along the road
hear Pebbles’ pathetic
whimpers. They pick
her up and cuddle her.
She is bleeding so,
they rush her to the'
Stale’'s  only Koala;
Hospital, at Port Mac-
quarie, where she is:
found 1o be suffering
severe head injuries
and shock.

After 18 months of

veterinary  attention,
hand feeding and
tender  loving  care

from Koala Hospital
volunteers,  Pebbles
regains her health,
"“She was in a terrible
way when we first got
her,” former president
of the Koala Preserva.
tion Society, Cath Le
Page, said.

"It took a lot of hard
work to gel her well
Pebbles is now almost
strong enough to go
home to the eucalypts.

Tomorrow:
Pebbles’
final home

Wil

AT just 18 months old, Molly
Tepresenls a new generation of
urban koala — in touch with the
world thanks Lo high technology.

Molly, from & koals colony at Wed-
derburmn, near Campbelitown, s part
of a study being conducted by the
University of Weslern Bydney.

Flited with ear tags and a radio
collar, sclentists maonitor her every
maove.

Bhe can be tracked via radio
slgnals emitted from her collar,
allowing sclentists to take notes of
her favourite trees, her dlet,
health and soclalising behaviour.

They believe thal If the colony at
Wedderburn —

£ f
{ LRSS Y
Maolly, who was found in a Campbelltown backyard, bears up well aft

Habitats disa

a b ~

s i L}
er being nursed back to health

High-tech Molly keeps
scientists in touch

being found in urban backyards.

Just 20 years ago koalas lved
Lthroughout Bydney on the north-
ern beaches, the Blue Mountaing
and Ku-ring-gal — but all have
suffered local extinction.

Already & young female from
Wedderburn has been found 25km
from where she was born at

able colony — continues to thrive It
could act as & base for recolonlsing
other suitable parts of Bydney,

;i the area does nol. procead
Molly Is one of the first of this
new generatlon of koalas who are

¥ last vi-.

Heathcote. And Molly was found
wandering in & Campbelitown
bac

Head of the unlversity study, Dr
Robert Close, saild aboul four
young koalus at Wedderburn were
living on the urban fringe.
“{Maolly) was dehydrated but we

don’t know If she wasn't getilng
enough molsture from the trees or
If she had just been weaned and
was having difficulties for that
reason,” he sald.

Bhe was brought back to health by
WIRES volunteer Gaylene Parker,
who nursed her for nina days.

“When I got her she was very
debilitated, very thin and very sad.

“But I was surprised she perked
up 50 quickly”

Mally has been relensed into a
part of the Wedderburn ares spe-
clally selected by sclentists to
ensure she ls not encroaching on
ancther koala's territory,

Why would I go
without health insurance?
I pay only $6.65 a week!

Find out how little it costs for more flexible cover. Call our
New Membership Hotline between 8.30 am and 9.00 pm,
Monday to Friday, and ask for our
free information pack and guore,

£ Medibank Private

A THRIVING koala

in Bydney's south-west
may hold the key to
the re-emergence of
koalas in suburban
backyards.

Experts are monitor-|
Ing the movement of:
young koalas trevellng
from  Wedderburn  ta!
other parts of Bydney, as
part of a study at the |
University of Western
Sydney in Macarthur,

A young lemale from
Lhe colony has been seen
at Heathcote, 25km from
where she was born.
Four others are living on '
the urban fringe — onhe
of which was found In
& backyard in Campbell-
Lown.

But scientists belleve
proposed  development |
In the area could kill off
thelr habltat within 10

008 021 008 ==
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colony &t Wedderburn |

My

years, leading to extine-
tlon of the colony. |
to Campbell-
Lown eouncillor Bue Dob-
son, the Oversess Union
Bank Australia hopes to
sell 22 Ints of up to 24ha
1o recoup debls from the
land’s indonesian owner
Yap Yan Pin
But Ms Dobson has
called for the area — pro-
tected by a unlon green
ban — to be purchased
by the Btate Govern-
ment and preserved.
Bhe sald: "It Is erimi-|
nal to think develop-'

habitat.

Koals Conservation Council president, Dr Frank
Carrick, zaid all areas where koalas now lve would
once have been only marginal habitat,

In metropolitan Bydney, koals numbers have

plummeted. It took less
than two decades for a
koals colony on the Bar-
renjosy Peninsula to
drop from 130 to alx.
And koalas — spotted
In Ku-ringgal In the
early 1980s — have since
disappeared.

P 3
“Badly, I think Bydney'

has blown It.” Dr Car-
rick sald

“Between Sydney and
the NEW-Victorian bor-
der the koala is almost
extinet

“And & few places
where rellet populations
are known Lo occur are
being clear felled for

of wood chips
under the control of the
Forestry Commission of
NEBW."

Dr Carrick sald the
koala's plight had been
known for some time
and should have been
acted on earlier,

are being destroyed as
-developers move In and

Koala Bummit was held
In 1888 to investigate the
problem and

ppeéar

THERE is no need for a koala hospital in
8ydney. There are no koalas,

Where once koals populstions thrived — mostly
along the east coast of Australls — rampant
urbanisation has destroyed almost all of the koala

SPECIAL REPORT
GHRISTINE SPITERI

SA

nurse koala road victims
back to health.
Volunteers feed or-
phaned baby koalas spe-
clal formulas, mash gum
leaves for the broken |
Jaw patlents and fur-
‘nish the nine k

cala
i\ri.l-da with fresh gum'
eaves. |

Outside the hospital's |
frant door is one of the |
21 “hit spots” in the Port |
Macquarie area. '

Hit spots are a stretch|
of road near bushland
where travelling koalas,
are known to cross.

Koala  Preservation
Boclety president Jill
Reld pleads with drivers
to slow down and look
when they see a koala
croasing sign.

Rio Fita was hit by a
car in April 1990 and as a
resull her left arm was
amputated after the frac-
ture lurned gangrenous.
Bhe s now a permsa-
nent patlent at the hos-
pital  which
thanks to the unpaid.
work of 130 people.

FECOITUTIAN - Then there is O2 (the
ded a torium on fur- chemical symbol for
ther overseas oxygen), orphaned when

“SBome flve-and-a-half- his mother was'

At the Btate's only
koals hospital In Porl
Macquarie, In northern
NBW, cheery volunteers

Hidden colony faces building threat

ment of this area could
goahead ™

Opposition Leader Bob'
Carr has written to Pre-
mier John Pahey urging
him to elther buy ‘the
land or offer the bank a
land swap.

Mr Carr sald: "I have
giined the support of
OUB  Australia  who'
have indicated thelr|
willingness to negotiate;
& solution with the,
Government.”

Undversity of Western
Bydney koala expert Dr
Robert Ologe, who s

— Tomorrow: how you can save the koalas |

squashed flat by & log-
ging truck In the forest.
“Hoalas are very Lerri-
torial” Ms Reid sald.
“They have been
known to cling to
wooden doorways of
new aparument bulld-
Inge in the place where
thelr home used to be.”
‘The hospltal desper-
ately needs donations to
help pay annual run-
ning cosls of between
$58,000 and $60,000,

monitoring the koals
with masters student
Wayne Foster, sald a
strong breeding colony
such as Wedderbum,
combined with & net-
work of bush corridors
allowing koalas to travel
safely, could see popula-
‘tlons Increase through-|
out Bydney.

“Prior Lo 1988 people
didn't even know koalas |
axisted In Campbelltown |
and now they're finding |
them in thelr hack-
yards,” he said.

With the colony popu-|
lation st about 80 mnd!
growing, young Wedder-
burn koalas are moving,
further afleld to find
new places to lve.

“Over & number of ge-
nerations Wedderburn
could re-colonise many!
parts of Bydney, but it,
can only happen with |
education,” he sald.




AT just 18 months old, Molly
represents s new generation of
urban koala — in touch with the
world thanks to high technology.

Molly, from a koala colony at Wed-

derburn, near Campbelltown, is part
of a study being conducted by the
University of Western Sydney.

Fitted with ear tags and a radio
collar, scientists monitor her every
move.

She can be tracked via radio
signals emitted from her collar,
allowing scientists to take notes of
her favourite trees, her diet,

‘health and socialising behaviour.

They believe that if the colony at
‘Wedderburn — Sydney’s last vi-
able colony — continues to thrive it
could act as a base for recolonising
other suitable parts of Sydney,
providing proposed development
of the area does not proceed.

Molly is one of the first of this
new generation of koalas who are

Molly, who was found in a Campbelltown backyard, bears up well after being nursed back to health :

High-tech Molly keeps
scientists in touch

being found in urban | ards.

Just 20 years ago as lived
throughout Sydney on the north-
ern beaches, the Blue Mountains
and Ku-ring-gai — but all have
suffered local extinction.

Already a young female from
Wedderburn has been found 25km
from where she was born at
Heatheote. And Molly was found
wandering in a Campbelllown

Head of the university study, Dr
Robert Close. said about four
young koalas at Wedderburn were
living on the urban fringe.

“(Molly) was dehydrated but we

don’t know if she wasn't getting
enough moisture from the trees or
if she had just been weaned and
was having difficulties for that
reason,” he said.

She was brought back to health by
WIRES volunteer Gaylene Parker,
who nursed her for nine days.

. “When I got her she was very
debilitated, very thin and very sad.

“But I was surprised she perked
up so quickly.”

Molly has been released into a
part of the Wedderburn area spe-
cially selected by scientists to
ensure she is not encroaching on
another koala’s territory.
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umbers
at ‘chronic level’|

KOALAS are rapidly losing thelr battle with
developers, cars and feral predators, and their
numbers are slipping to chronlc levels, the
Australian Koala Foundation warned yesterday

As few as 45,000 koalas may be left in Australidan
bushland, according to the latest estimates, with only

10,000 to 15,000 in NBW.

Scientists and environmentalists fear many of the
remaining colonies are on the brink of localised
extinction, masked only by the animal's long life
span. “No one wants to think of Australia without

kosalas, but every year at
least 4000 are killed by
cars and dogs, not to

" mention those who lose

their homes when trees
are felled,” Australian

] . Koala Foundation execu-

tive director Deborah
Tabart said yesterday.
“Everyday Australians
need to understand how
seriously their national
symbol has come under
threat, acknowledge the

1 Kathy Thomson and daughter Ellise admire a koala at Koala Park, Pennant Hills

. By ROD AL[EN

causes and start to make
changes.”

The foundation, which
was formed by scientists
and businesses 10 years
ago, yesterday launched a
national awareness cam-
palgn on the need to pre-
serve gum trees.

Ms Tabart sald

Australians needed to ap-.

preciate the value of gum
trees.
“If you llve in an area

and notice that a devel- |.

opment

is  proposed,

someone has got to say |’

those are koala trees and
you can't knock them
down,” she sald.

“It is up to the people in
the community to act
now to save the koala.”

S8he sald there were
about 400,000 koalas in
the wild in 1988. About
three million were shot
for thelr furs in the 1920s.

The foundation mana-
ges the Australian Koala
Fund and is promoting
Save The Koala Day on
Friday, July 29.

Sclentist Steve Phillips,
who has studied koalas for
20 years, sald they were
fragile, territorial crea-
tures and females only
produced one cub every

. two years on average.

He sald it only took the
femoval of several key
trees and the colony's en-
tire reproductive pattern

: could be broken.

“Eoalas are very terri-

‘:'_'I:orial and will not leave
‘an area If the trees are

destroyed,” he sald.
“They will hang s.rmlna

‘and starve or get eaten

by dogs.”

Mr Phillips is currently
gurveying the only signi-
ticant koala colony léft ini

« Bydney — at Wedder-
. burn, near Campbelltown
‘=~ which 18 under threat

from development.
He sald the numbers
were dropping every year

} — and the same was hap-

pening in a colony at
Avalon, which once con-
talned hundreds. _
“The numbers are
down to chronic levels,
there is not much time

. left,” he said.

He predicted koalas,
which live for abouf 15
years, could be extinct
from the wild within
three generations.
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'SYDNEY’S DECLINING
KOALA POPULATION

gn_sf:rdf‘}w ¢
risbane Waters
ies S 8

Two colonies

Ku-Ring-Gai
Chase i,
Nat Park™

Few remain

Blue
Mountains
Extinct

O]

Wedderburn
Sixty remain

O Mittagong

Nearly extinct

_Only_ 100 Sydﬁeir %o

s left — |

and they may not last long

The dwindling koala populations
around Sydney may be wiped out by the
end of the decade, wildlife experts
warned yesterday.

The Australian Koala Foundation
believes fewer than 100 koalas survive
free in the Sydney region. Scientists at
the CSIRO and the NSW National
Parks and Wildlife Service support the
foundation’s concern.

The foundation’s environment man-
ager, Mr Steve Phillips, said yesterday
research showed the national koala
population had declined from several
million in the 1920s to between 40,000
and 80,000 today.

The Sydney keala populations had
been particularly badly hit by human
encroachment, and the remaining popu-
lation was vulnerable to fires as well as
disease, cars and dogs, Mr Phillips said.

“In 1942 scientists predicted the then

124 koalas in Avalon would be extinet in
50 years because of the eneroaching
human population,” he said.

“The current number is around five
or six, I think that story shows what is |
happening all over Australia.”

Dr Steven Cork, from the CSIRO’s
division of wildlife and ecology, said the
biggest threat to the few remaining
koalas around Sydney was loss of
habitat.

“Unfortunately, koalas and humans |
vie for the same territory — areas by the |
coast or in river valleys,” he said.

The koala foundation called for
stringent assessments of development
plans and proposed tree felling in areas |
where koalas were reported. It also |
emphasised the importance of land |
corridors between areas able to support |
koala populations. i

[0 MARC LLEWELLYN |
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& : : # fgeh[sgyrsue our legal only has to speak with |
: any long-t ident of
| o Mr Primrose, who ;‘!“(‘ e o Al
E ao EBEE = - ! { the area fo discover that
| 8 g E S3z8 aised concerns about pro- { not one of them has ever
g —=8 2 %“ o zcting the O’Hares Creek seen x4 Koala in the area in
! tn_. on::'% cg g i atchment when he was over 100 years of settle-
| cﬁ AT 1 mayor of Campbell- ment.
& ae g’g -y & own, said protection of i Yei now the area sup-
I S s 5.195., 1e land as national park hﬁosedl,v l::bounhds with
= oo /as a key part of Labor’s | koalas which have ap-
| E g g; @ ,";93‘5 nvironment policy. | peared from nowhere.
§§ cEe=58 9 v The Australian Heritage j  tappears that accord-
| g g. 22 = O§ < “ommission registered the §ing mt -‘“I‘:ene ul;"’-‘:?‘? 3’0“
Ifes = g_ S atchment area in 1992. It ;2(']‘::_' i-:f:ashtl.ang sept]t?nl;;’.:
I EE. 59 5 ézi;i' 'Stgd 3b0ué 20 ar;d and also enhance it to
ndangered mammals I g 2
i i 5% = nciudi;g the platypus, ;?;::::ﬂq;}:lel;msgnlllv e:gll'):e
i 8 g’g sk asters pygmy possum, | with it and are more con-
| a9 § § iy ° ‘ jpoited quoli and  the cerned with the welfare
B35 A8 g eathertail glider. ofanimals.
Ile oygs €= Cr Dobson, who has B & 5 SCATTERGOOD,
| oo =B actively  campaigned St Helens Park.
g £ SE E m against development on
i 2 :-E_%O ! the OUB land, has also
1l Sn.stcu ; = _ welcome Mr Carr’s offer
| g8 z = to swap the land.
=3 ge E = It's been a long time.
| § ﬁ 4 § m ¢ she said. “1 just hope Mr
8. © Carr’s proposal will lead
! (8] ﬁ'ég g E - J to a way of saving these

valuable flora and fauna,”
she said.

“This fight is not just for
Campbelltown but for the
river, for Australia and for
the planet.”
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ALL WATCH
SERVICES
® Batteries fitted %6
® Watch and elock repairs
® Watchmaker on premises:

D 1000 watches from 25
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Steve Phillips uses his

th April, 1994
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global positioning system to track suspected koala habitats.

Satellites help preserve

Space for

By KATE SOUTHAM
Environment Writer

Steve Phillips taps a set of
numbers into his “satellite-
ven” compass and sets off
through the bush near Campbell-
town in search of a koala habitat.
The hand-held device, which
00ks like a jungle-green calcula-
tor, is called a global positioning
« System and enables Mr Phillips to
ak” to satellites.
It picks up signals from radio-

ipped collars fitted to koalas, '

helping to keep track of a list of
suspected koala sites in bush
between Wedderburn and Lake
Yoronora, on the eastern bound-
ary of Campbelltown,
Mr ps, the environment
nanager of the Australian Koala
mﬂum is working on an
ambitious project to map “hot
Spots” on the east coast of NSW
Where urban development is
reatening the survival of koalas,
He said only 10,000 to 15,000
koalas were leftin NSW and the list
of hot spots included Tweed Heads,
Lismore, Port Macquarie, Port
Stephens and Campbelltown,
Work on mapping Tweed
Ads is well under way and
si::dphelltawn Council has pro-
$25,000 to map its area,

How does your “koalaq
frac-h'ug device” wopk?
We use i 4o knock \
Them out of the trees,
1hen we count ‘en,

_\%f

=

S

which may contain 20,000 hect-
ares of koala habitat,

Mr Phillips said the Koala
Habitat Atlas would use a combi-
nation of satellite images, aerial
photographs and field work. It
would eventually enable planning
authorities to examine in detail an
area just 20 metres square
through a computer database,

The information includes the
type of soil, geology, terrain and
vegetation of a given area and
how the factors combine to
produce koala habitat, It also
shows roads, zoning and land
tenure,

“Until we get a handle on what
needs to be done to manage

as effectively, these areas

koala families

should be regarded as sacrosanct,
but that is not what has been
happening,” Mr Phillips said.

He suspected that whole koala
populations were wiped out by
the January fires. Urban develop-
ment was isolating surviving
koala populations, making them
more vuinerable to natural disas-
ters such as fires as well as
disease, cars and dogs, he said,

Mr Phillips will spend this week
working in the Campbelitown
bush with a chemical ecologist
from the University of Western
Sydney, Mr Wayne Foster, who
has caught four koalas in the
Wedderburn area during the ps
few years and tracked them
through radio collars,

The environmental pla
manager of Campbelltown Counn-
cil, Mr Keith Richardson, said the
mapping system would be used to
ensure that development in the
area did not have an adverse
impact on koalas.

Mr P‘iﬁm?s said the atlas
would be finished within three
Years and would be available to
the public and to State Govern-
ment bodies, including the
National Parks and Wildlife Ser-
vice and the Roads and Traffic
Authority 2

-
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Land plan a
koala threat

by LYNDA FALLON

NSW unions reaffirmed their green bans on the
beleaguered Wedderburn Grange subdivision on
Thursday.

But unless a land swap can be arranged with the

() State or Federal Government the development will

t— go ahead anyway.
The NSW Labor Council re-endorsed the bans at

g a meeting last week because it believes the
) development threatens Wedderburn’s koala col-
~ ony.
"~ Merchant bank Overseas Union Bank (OUB)
O Australia plans to sell off 22 lots of 2 to 2.4ha to

> recoup debts from the land’s Indonesian owners
(JYap Yan Pin.
= Labor Council research officer Tom Forrest said
the area at Wedderburn, on Victoria Rd, was
“particularly environmentally precious land”,

“We are not trying to stifle development but we
are particularly concerned at activities to subdiv-
ide the area,” Mr Forrest said.

“There has been a green ban on the area for quite
some time and we have no intention of lifting it.
.~ “We will be pushing the State Government for a

land swap so the developer can still get their money

and no-one gets ripped off.”

Mr Forrest said no union builder would work on
the land and anyone who tried to develop the area
would have to battle union and conservation group
picket lines. :

i

(@ PRS- |
“I'd be staggered if the company even con- |
sidered developing the land,” he said. |

OUB Australia managing director Geoffrey
McIntyre said his company was the meat in the
sandwich of the development.

“As mortgagee-in-possession we are legally
obligated to get the market value of the security,”
Mr Mclntyre said.

“This problem could be solved tomorrow if
Campbelltown Council, the State Government and !
the Trade Union paid us the $3.5 million market |
value of the land. P

“We would be quite amenable to a land swap. |
We'd be happy to see it [this land] taken off our '
hands.”

The State Government has previously refused to'
acquire the land and tumn it into open space. §

Mr McIntyre said Campbelltown Council had '
approved a subdivision on the land before Yap
Yan Pin bought the area as an investment. '

He said the Land and Environment Court
reapproved the development because the land had
been bought in good faith.

Compromises have been made with the court
and Campbelltown Council to reduce the number
of lots in the area from 40 to 22 and add a buffer
zone.

Other conditions include any developer working
with the National Parks and Wildlife Service to
protect flora and fauna.

“We met with concerned groups in October and
they asked us to postpone doing anything with the
land while they tried to arrange a land swap,” Mr
Mclntyre said.

“We recognise their position but we want them
to understand our position too.”

Mr Mclntyre said he had buyers for the area and
the law was on the side of anyone who complied
with the Land and F—~ironment Court’s approval
conditions. 1
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L ' DR Robert Close tags a koala at Wedderburn

MAJOR destruction of the
Royal National Park by bush-

fires may mean Campbelltown |

is the last koala refuge near
Sydney, a Campbelltown coun-
cillor has warned.

Councillor Sue Dobson said
the bushfires could happen
anywhere and koalas would be
unlikely to survive.

Koalas are an endangered
species and in recent years a
number of them have been
caught and tagged for tracking
purposes in a bid to find out
more about them.

Studies by UWS koala expert
Dr Robert Close indicate
koalas are breeding along the
Georges River. One Kentlyn
doe, tagged by Dr Close 18
months ago, was discovered re-
cently on the edge of the Royal
National Park. -

It is extremely unlikely she
survived the heat and smoke of
the bushfire,”” Cr Dobson said.

“‘If that is the case it is all the
more important to keep the
bushland we have so that our
koalas can survive.”

CARLOTTA McINTOSH

MachA  1a)i[a¢

=2
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Kentlyn
koala’s _
odyssey

By CARLOTTA
McINTOSH

A KENTLYN koala traveiled
25km before she was spotted
in Heathcote National Park
this month, according to UWS
koala expert Dr Robert Close,
Dubbed Wilhemina by the

Laird family of Kentlyn

‘where she was first sighted i8

malitﬁs-agu-mefthm-?ear-'uld

female is Feported to be alive

and well, !

News of the wandering
koala came after a bush-
walker saw her in the park
and reported the sighting to
National Parks and Wildjife.

Her wanderings have flab-
berghasted Dr ™ Close ‘who
refused to speculate on the
reason for the Jjourney but
said it showed the importance
of maintaining corridors for
migratory animals,

**She may have been looking
for a koala colony she could fit
in with. We simply don’t
know what prompts them to
travel or to stop in one site,”
Dr Close said.

Koalas are known to travel
long distances but they also
stop in the same site for sey-
eral years, .

““She must have crossed two

rivers and travelled about
25km. ’'m delighted she made
it to the national park,”’ he
said. ;
“It shows Campbelltown
koalas are travelling large dis-
tances and are clearly capable
of colonising new areas,

“There have been very few
koalas sighted in Heathcote,
This is especially exciting be-
canse she may even be preg-
nant and about to start a new
colony.”

Wilhemina was first noticed
in April 1992 near the prop-
erty of long-term Kentlyn
resident Reg Laird.

“I've lived here since 1958
but it was the first time I had
ever seen a koala,” Mr Laird
told the Advertiser,

Reg’s son Bruce took the
picture of Wilhemina with a
telephoto lens as she hung
from the forked branch of a
gum tree halfway between
Georges River Road and the
Georges River.

Shortly after Dr Cloge
caught and tagged her for
tracking purposes. She disap-
peared until she was found in
Heathcote  National Park
about Ikm from the edge of
Royal National Park,

WILHEMINA in Kentiyn,
April 1992

' koala populations haye exceeded, or

Managing
the koala

SIR: It is 10 years since Roger Martin

. and I demonstrated to a Symposium of

the Academy of Science that many.
are close to exceedin . the food
resources of the limited ageas in which

they now live, Ironically, this--situatjinn

Now, without significant enemies,
koala numbers tend to increase until
limited by stress, Starvation and dis.

Jespite cries of horror from the
Total ._Envlmnment_ Centre and the
;:ustrall:an Koala fgnndatibn, Martin
merely repeating € conclusions that
he and I Presented a decade ago and
which I _belge:?e to be accepted by most
mammalogists, Quite simply, “where
keala_ nuz?beg ‘eXceed the canging
capacity of a locality, the, 1
sy ity, these shouj be
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By CARLOTTA McINTOSH

MOTORISTS are being warned
to watch out for koalas crossing

Geoa%es River Road following
' the discovery of a tiny colony
breeding in the Kentlyn region.

A Eoung female koala was photo-
?T?TP ed by Advertiser photographer
Jeft De Pasquale as she sat sleepily
in the upper branches of a tall grey
gum tree, within metres of passing
traffic last week.

The 18 month old doe was first
seen in September by an early morn-
ing jogger who was ‘‘stopped in his
tracks™ by the astonishing sight of
the young koala crossing the road.

ere she was going or why, are

- the kind of questions occupying

University of Western Sydney koala

researcher, Doctor Robert Close,

since he began collecting data on the

habits of the furry marsupials two
years ago.

The reason for the sudden ap-
pearance of koalas so close to the
road is a mystery.

““This is the peak of the mating

‘ season, so the female koala could be

I moving around for those reasons or
looking for new territory. We sim-
ply don’t know,”” Dr Close said.

%@ews of the colony has come like
““a bolt out of the blue”’ to one local

__resident of more than 30 years who
said he has never seen a koala in the

g

- Known only as Radio Frequency
600, she is the fourth young koala
spotted in bushland along the busy
road this spring.

This confirms Dr Close’s knowl-
-edFe of the existence of a small
colony in the region after character-
istic olive shaped droppings and

| fresh scratch marks on tree trunks
were reported over the past 12
mmlths'gmnfy find four off

“‘It’s gratifying to find four off-

! spring this year hgving and breeding
! well so close to urban regions,”” Dr
Close said.
RF6001s almostinvisible from the
_ ground. Her grey fur is the same
- smoky tone of the forked trunk of
the eucalyptus punciata she was
lodged in when we paid her a visit,
Dr Close believes she would have

sto
| back

about one month ago,

d travelling on her mother’s

4th November, 1993

colon

in Kentlyn region

Koalas are indifferent to man-
made obstacles such as roads and
speeding cars. When she feels like
some exercise. the young lady is the
habit of visiting another tree close to
a nearby house.

““These are the hazards of being a
semi-urban koala,” Dr Close said as
he unloaded his batte
tracking  equipment. en he
pointe ’ﬂ*ie'e%mﬁment in her direc-
tion, it gave off a steady beep.

So far, RF600 has covered about
1.5ha since Dr Close attached a
radio collar for tracking purposes
one month ago.

“‘Each time we have seen her, she
has been in a different tree, either a
.E,rey gum, a stringy bark or a black-
utt,” he said.

The fyounﬁ1 doe is thought to be
part of a thinly stretched koala
population extending from Kentlyn
to Wedderburn.

Koalas were hunted for their fur
in Campbelltown at the turn of the
century and white people only

......

P~

RFB00 took a break from lunch to pose for Advertiser photogrpher Jeff
De Pasquale

driven
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ound

found out they were still inhabiting
the region in 1986,

Dr Close's work is the first scien-
tific research to be carried out in the
Campbelltown region.

Virtually nothing is known about
koala numbers in Army or Water
Board land, but they have been seen
crossing Heathcote Road near
Lucas [-g{eights. |

‘*We suspect there are many more
of them across the river,”” he said.

The annual mating season is in
full swing, so pig like sounds around
dusk could wechDm'e“frdih a buck
calling to one of his does.

Onﬁz one koala is born to a female
each year. The birthing takes place
in the safety of the treetops and the
babies spend six months in their
mother’s pouch. _

They spend another six months
travelling on her back, so this is the
young doe’s first mating season.

Koala sightings can be reported to
Dr Close at UWS on (046) 203203 or -
after hours on (046) 268679, |




By CARLOTTA McINTOSH

VOLUNTEER koala spotters will
take to the bush arouncr%ampbe]!-
{own on Sunday in a bid to deter-
mine population numbers,

Koala expert Dr Robert Close
from UWS Macarthur will be part of
a catching team which will fit them
with radio tracking collars,

People who live on the Georges
River but cannot take part in the or-
ganised survey on Sunday are wel-
come to look for telltale signs of
koalas, like olive-sized dropﬁings
and scratch marks on tree trunks.

Anyone who finds the droppings
should send them to Dr R. Close,
UWS Macarthur, PO Box 3553,
Campbelltown.

Volunteer spotters are to meet at
Campbelltown Civic Centre in
Queen Street at 8am on Sunday.

eep an eye out f
koalas this Su

for
nday

They will survey five areas in

KOALAS development

O’Hares Creek and Kentlyn.

S%ovkcsman for National Parks
and Wildlife Stephen Smith said in-
formation about koala movements
could protect their habitats, which
could be threatened by future resi-
dential developments.

The Chronicle 3rd November,

| Counting koalas

VOLUNTEERS acre
needed for a koala head-
count in Campbelltown on
Sunday.

National Parks and
Wildlife spokesman Stephen
Smith said people would
count the koalas and also fit
radio tracking devices to the

No skills are needed but
volunteers should bring
their own transport and
lunch.

The survey will take place
from 8am o 12.30pm. For
information contact Mr
Smith on (02) 542 0666.

DR Robert Close
*“This information will help pro-

threatens their survival
ceeds with minimal impact on the

koalas need for survival,”” Mr Smith

““We need to ensure that develop-
ment in the Campbelltown area pro- or (02) 542 0648

vide a picture of which arcas the , koala population.”

transport and lunch.

1893

—
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the garden

BABY koalas looking for a new
home could wander into residential

. gardens in Campbelltown during
i the next few weeks.

University of Western Sydney,
Macarthur koala researcher Robert
Close said two young koalas had

. already appeared in gardens and
; more could follow.

Mr Close has been researching
the koala colony on the outskirts of

; Campbelltown near the Georges
River.

“I’s at this time of year the

1 young ones are left by their mothers

to fend for themselves,” he said.
“They don’t really have any-

: where to go except up and down the

Georges River or into residential

" areas.”

Mr Close said anyone who found

* a koala in their yard should phone
. himself or his assistant Wayne
Foster.

They can be contacted at the
university on (046) 20 3203. Mr

* Close’s home number is

(046) 26 8679 and Mr Foster's
after hours number is

(046) 30 9285.

Volunteers should have their own

For information call (02) 542 0666

The Chronicle 19th October 1993
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with the donatmn of $1l]00 from a
t-based environment group.

Georges River Environment Action
REAT) handed a cheque to Dr Ro-
ber of the University of Western Syd-
ney, Macarthur, to assist his research on the
nt, repraduchon rates and health of
lony.

Macarﬂmr branch of the National Parks
Association has prewously donated SSS(N) to
the research project.

In past months, small radio transmitter

collars have been ﬁtteﬂ on to selected koalas,
enabling Dr Close to accurately track their

habits.
This research is now concerned with other
endangered species in the area as well.

GREAT spokeswoman Kath Robinsim
said much of Dr Close’s work ‘was Shai‘eii
with Dr Gary Reddacliff, of the Elizabet
Macarthur Institite, who is ¢ 1in; sbme
of this material for evidence of chlamydia in
the local colonies

*“Chlamydia has already had a devastat-
ing effect on the koala populahons in other
areas of NSW, " Ms Robinson said.

Macarthur Advertiser 19th May 1993

kRoala research

DR Robert Close hlgh in th

eetops at

Wedderburn, catching one of the koalas to check

for signs of disease




mark animals with coloured.
! g ear-tags. Each animal
inen weighed and examined by Dr
ary Reddacliff, a vet from Eliz
rthur Agricultural
0ft no animais have shown
gnsofchlamydia, tests show

5
a

24
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Ketla hizar theeatened by

'sncteasy. Notorly are they scarce,
but when they are found they are
usually 30 metres highar precariously
Ranging over a cliff. We have been
able 1o capture only seven animals o
date. Radio-collars are now placed
on captured animals. This allows
animais to be followed to determine
nome-ranges with accuracy and to
Keeptrack o eiroreeding success.
nelps verify population
s and identifies those areas
Which are important to the koalas,

IS latter point is important in an
areawhere therais ademand to clear
g oush for dwellings and for

) animals have
the findings are

of interest. One animal, a breeding
female. remained in habitat which we
had classed as prime. The other, a
male, has spent several months inan
area which is currently controversial.
This area will be classified as (1)
{i.e. can have limited clearing) in a
Draft Enviranment Plan now being
debated in Campbelltown Council
Moreover, the koala is not obeying
our preconceived rules. |t spends
most of its time in Stringybark trees
(notGrey gums) and has anencrmous
home-range. Admittedly, the animal
is old and may be being excluded
from prime habitat. However, it has
shown that koalas can survive for
long periods in areas not perceived
by planners andbiologists as suitable
koala habitat.

What appears to be happening
then, isthatthe koalas have anumber
of "core" or breeding argas which we
identifiedwith ourtransects, Adjacent
to these areas lies bushland which
can support koalas, but is the domain
of young or old animals which have
been excluded from the core areas.
In the case of disaster, such as the
"hazard reduction burn” whichin May
1991 "crowned" through two of the
Wedderburn core areas, these koala
reserves would replenish the
breeders. During the good years, the
reserve animals would mave away
fromWedderburn, and reinforce other
more distant colonies such as those
atWilton. The Campbelitown animals,
therefore, have a regional as well as
local role. .

The Yap Yan Pin development
does not include core areas, and the
proposed housing area is at present
coveredwith thick heath. This heath,
which replaced the original bush
removedinanill-fated cattle-breeding
venture, would hinder dispersing
animals. Development would prob-
ably open up the site to koala
movement from the core areas an
three sides, but would expose young
animals to the perils of dog, car, and
swimming pool. The danger of the
developmenti thatitis the first major
developmentalong the O'Hares Creek
scarp. This creek runs through a
superb gorge which is pristine. This
IS & rare and precious quality,
particularly so close to Sydney.

Other species

Many other species, less wall-known
than the koala, are also found in the
areabutwe have even lessinformation
aboutthese. The fact that an animal
as large, visible and wel -recognised
asthekoalawas not officially recorded
untit 1986 shows that our zoological

AUGUST 1993
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The koala has awakened an awareness of the local bush amongst Campbelltown ¢iti-ens

and has been g powerful ¢
colony must be retained not only for that educarion
replacement antmals for smaller, more vulnerable local colonies.”

knowledge of the area is sadly
deficient. Except for the excellent
bird studies conducted by Allan
Leishman (Royal Botanic Gardens),
no long-term faunal study has been
made in the area.

Apart from the relatively common
mammals - wombat, grey kangarog,
swamp wallaby, greater glider, sugar
glider, ringtail and brushtail possums,
antechinus, several bat species and
platypus - we can only guess at the
mammal fauna to be found there.
However reports persist of tiger-cats,
unusual wallabies and even the
easternquoll. The invertebrate fauna
and its ecological importance is
completely unknown.

A wildlife corridor

What is knewn is that the Georges
River and its surrounds (which
includes Wedderburn) is an area of
great ecological significance. |t
separates from human settlement the
adjacent, large region of relatively
pristine Sydney sandstane vegetation,
which holds an important reservoir of
native organisms. These organisms
have the potential not enly to enrich
o_.:__.cmmmmﬂw_m:nm%vc:onoa_,.f_r"m
to the health of the entire Sydnay
basin.

The riverside vegetation of the
Georges River provides protection,
food and moisture for dispersing
organisms. From there, they have
om_w_Ezmma:mﬂmm__oEx:oam:m_o:m
bush corridor along a narrow cresk-
line to connect with the Nepean River
system. This then provides access to
the south, westand north. Thecorridor
noam_:mmE_amqm;mqoﬁma%mn_.mm
but unfortunately it is under severe
Pressure from recent clearing. weed
invasion and cattle grazing.

The koala stands as a visible
champion for all these lesser known
but equally important arganisms.
While the public and planners can
dppreciate the loss of koalas from
Barrenjoey and perceive the dangers
tothe Campbelitown koalas, they find
it harder to see the importance of
maintaining remaining bushiand.
Henceat Wedderburn and elsewhere
along the Georges River, there s
continued pressure to clear. sub.
divide and burn.

AUGUST 1593

Courts and councils seem unable
lo prevent piece-meal development
thatwillinevitably lead toadiminished
function of the Georges River as a
natural habitat and as a corridor
between the Nepean and the
unspoiledbushto the east. The koala
Nas awakened an awareness of the
local bush amongst Campbelltown
citizens and has been a powerful
educational tool for the larger
ecological good. The local colony
must be retained not only for that
educationalvalue butalsoas a source
of replacement animals for smaller,
more vulnerable local colonies,

Required action

If Campbelltown Council is really
serious about conserving koalas and
the Georges River, it must take the
following actions:

(1) Veto any development which

ducational tool for the larger ecological good. The local
al value but also as a source of

be prepared topay aprice beyandthe
cost of the real estate. That price
includes the six factors listed above,
Without the political pressure
provided today by supporters of the
koalas, bush dwellers are unlikely to
pay that price. Furthermaore,
Campbeiltown Council's efforts are
likely to be as ineffective as those of
Warringah Shire'sin 1955 which failed
to conserve the Barrenjoey koalas,
Let us hope that colony has not
perished in vain, and that not only will
the Campbelltown koalas survive byt
the efforts to save them will also
protect the flora and fauna of the
Georges River and O'Hares Creek.
(5]

For further information on the
campaign to save the Wedderburn
Koalas, contact the NPA Macarthur
Branch, PO Box 792 Campbelltown,
2560,

removes native bush or places
pressure on the river, _

(2)Be prepared to enforce rules
regarding illegal clearing, dog
ownership, sewage and nutrient
run-aoff, rubbish dumping,
destructive landsca
invasion and off-road veh

(3) Put in place a fire management _
pragramwhich willmaintain natura |
conditions, _

(4) Organise an educational program
to ensure that the above actions
are successful since enforcement
is unlikely to be effective.

Although a strong Coun

necessary, even greater will is

required by the residents living in |
bushland. Their actions must be as |
follows:

(1} No dogs, cats or hooved animals,

(2} Extensive plantings of local trees,

(3) No unofficial tracks made down to
the river. _
{4) Precise attention 1o efficient |
sewage treatment. _
(5) No fertilizers. _
(6} Face the risk of a severe bushfire _
every 15-20 years.
Each one of us hag s0me negative
effect on the environment. Those _
who live in bushiand, however, have
asignificantly greaterimpactand must _

Wanted:

More Membership
Muscle for NPA's
Park Management
Committee.

Cur recent call for
new members has
produced some gocd
responses, but a few

1

re would be Hus:

Jreat

Experience is pes
Essential, but a
,\..O.H_i“_._n.ﬂmh_u =5
National Parks
rinciples . is a11-

would 1ik
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By JEFF McGILL

DEVELOPERS of a proposed hous-
ing estate amid Wedderburn’s fa-
mous koala colony have met Pros-
pect Electricity in a renewed effort to
speed up public sale of the land.

MéIaSt week, Gegff
AcIntyre, managing di-
ret:to?éf OUB gll?sgtralia
(a merchant bank owned
gy the Overseas Union
Bank of Singapore) said

he had contacted Prospect

ﬁ;’ifral manager, Gordon

glass, in an effort to
start the ball rolling.

This foliows moves by
environmentalists, led by
Alderman Sue Dobson, to
warn any potential buyers
that union greenbans exist
on the site.

Mr Melntyre calls these
bans “‘illegal™, but Ald
Dobson says land pur-

chasers will not be able to

—r

build homes or even con-

‘nect basic services.

 To clarify the matter,
Mr Meclntyre has met Mr
Douglass and announced
last week that OUB has
now completed arrange-
ments for the provision of

SUE Dobson

electricity to the subdivi-
sion.

In past months there
been controversy because
Prospect had taken no ac-
tion, althougsh OUB had

aid more than $120,000
or the cost of electricity.

“Prospect will (now)
provide electricity to meet
the timing requirements
of a completed permanent
residence on any one of

the 22 lots comprising the
subdivision,™ Mr
Meclntyre said.

“From our point of
view, this now clears the
way for intending pur-
chasers to erect dwellings
on the lots without the
fear of an illegal ban.

“Unfortunately, Sue
Dobson will not accept
that all proper procee-
dures had been followed
and that buyers are legally
entitled to go ahead and
develop houses on the
lots.”’

But Ald Dobson said
Mr Melntyre was makin
]%uarantecs he couldn’t

eep and claimed the
green bans would prevent
any homes being com-
pleted for electricity to be
connected,
. She was backed up by
Jimmy Avinou of the
werful  Construction,
orestry, Mining and

Macarthur Advertiser 7th April, 1993

power flowing

Energy Union (CFMEU),

““1 doubt the electricity
will be switched on, but
even if they did some how,
I doubt very much if any
deve]‘opmeut will  go
ahead,” he said.

In a letter to the Adver-
tiser, Mr Mclntyre singled
out Ald Dobson and said
she should ‘“‘demonstrate
the responsibilities’’ of an

alderman by accepting the

referee’s decision and not
“‘continuing to conduct a
campaign designed to
alarm potential buyers’”.

However, Ald Dobson
says she is not alone and
supported by every major
environment group in
NSW, the Federal for
Macarthur, Chris Havi-
land, Australia’s largest
union, and 22,000 Camp-
belltown residents who
signed a petition to stop
the development.

Mr Melntyre said OUB
had tried to do the right
thing all along.

“We have listened and
co-operated with Sue
when she sought govern-
ment intervention,”” he
said.

“If the government,
State or Federal, made a
realistic commercial offer
for the land subdivision,
we would co-operate and
consider such an offer.”’

Premier John Fahey
and Planning Minister,
Robert Webster, have
refused to step in, Mr

S smTas

Webster claiming there
were no koalas living
within the actual housing
subdivision.

But Dr Robert Close of
the University of Western
Sydney, Macarthur (who
has been studying the
creatures using sophisti-
cated tracking collars),
suspects the site is used as
a vital land corridor by the
animals,

Ald Dobson said she is
pinning her hopes on

‘holding out” until the
next State elections when
she predicts a Bob Carr
Labor Government will
come to power.

In 1990, Mr Carr vowed
to “*save the koalas™ if he
was elected.

“T would immediately
investigate using powers
under the Heritage Act
for a land swap with the
developers for Govern-

ment land in another

area,”” Mr Carr said.

Last weekend, Ald
Dobson visited the site
with Campbelltown
Council’s three newest al-
dermen, Russell Mathe-
son, Phil Cooper and Paul
Blyton,  where they
viewed koalas in the wild,

The battle to stop the
housing development has
waged for six years and
continues, despite the fact
the estate was approved
three years ago in the
Land and Environment
Court,
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 NEW Macarthur P, Chris Haviland, and other members of the party touring the
Wedderburn 'Gprge area on Monday = -

support pledge

IN HIS first public act
as Macarthur’s new
Federal . Labor MP,
Chris Haviland has of-
. fered his full support to
environmentalists bat-
tling to preserve the
w e .---_. I- o ko‘&la_

On Monday, M
‘land visited the bushl
site where it is proposed to
build a housing estate
amid one of Sydney’s last

* remaining koala colonies.
. “As the local MP, T am
determined to look at
every avenue possible to
protect this colony,” he
told the Advertiser, after
viewing one of the mar-
supials in the wild.
he batile to stop the
housing development has
waged for five years and
union greenbans still exist
on the site, despite the
fact the estate: was ap-

‘opment.

By JEFF McGILL

roved three years ago in
the Land and Environ-
ment Court. .

Environmentalists  in-
sist the judgment was

Planning Minister Ro-
bert Websler has refused
to step in, claiming there
no koalas living within the
actual boundaries of the
site earmarked for devel-

But Dr Close, who has
been studying the crea-
tures using sophisticated
tracking collars, suspects
the site is used as a vital
land corridor by the ani-
mals.

Accompanying Mr
Haviland on his tour were

LT SR i

Dr Close, Independent
Campbelltown alderman
Sue Dobson, and repre-
sentatives of the new Con-
struction, Forestry., Min-
ing and Enzr-gy Union
(CEMEU) — Australia’s

“based on outdated infor- industrial union.
- mation, particularly in IEU secretary An-
- light on recent research by drew Ferguson reinforced
Dr Robert Close of the the green bans on the site.
University of Western  while area union organiser-
Sydney, Macarthur. Jimmy Avignou said it

“wasa ' ‘nmew beiﬁinning" in

opposition 1o
ment.

Ald Dobson is confi-
dent and says the battle is
**far, far, far from over’".

“Wedderburn  Grange
will have no pewer, no
buildings — buyer be-
ware,”” she claimed.

-The mortga_%ce-in- 0s-
session of the land, OUB
Australia, which has been
marketing the site as
““Wedderburn Grange™’,
hopes to develop 22 ru-
ral/residential blocks on
the site.

OUB manging director
Geoff Mclnytre%as made
repeated overtures to ne-
gotiate with unions and
environmentalists, but has
insisted the proposed

¢ develop-

development is legal,
while the green bans were
illegal.

He was recently quoted
criticising JProspect Elec-
tricity for its failure to in-
stall “power to the site,
blaming union pressure.
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by ERIC KONTOS

FTER a protrac-
ted battle that
has lasted close
to five vears.
Campbelltown Council

has accepted that the
“war’’ oOvVer
Wedderburn's koala

habitat is finished.

Mayor Les Patterson last
week said there was nothing
else council could do once
its bid to have the site of the
nearby housing develop-
ment rezoned was rejected
by the State Government.

The aim of the last-ditch
plan was to turn the land
into open space and
subsequently have the State
Government acquire it.

Council’s efforts have
also included fighting the
original development appli-
cation by Indonesian com-
pany Yap Yap Pin in the
Land and Environment
Court.

“There is. unfortunately
nothing much left to do.”
Mr Patterson said last week.

But at the same time as
council was accepting the
end of a controversial chap-
ter, one of its own, Alder-
man Sue Dobson, has made
it clear that she will fight on.

This is despite full ap-
proval of the housing devel-
opment, being marketed as

But Dobson

VOWS Tight

IS not over

Wedderburn Grange. that
includes 22 lots varving be-
tween five and six acres
mostly off Victoria Rd.

Ms Dobson. who last year
unsuccessfully sought the
establishment of a ‘“‘green
lottery™ to help buy the
land. believes powerful pol-
itical and legal forces are
behind support for the de-
velopment. which will be
near a court-imposed koala
buffer zone,

“Yes, T am still opposed
to it.” she told The Chron-
icle.

“The union bans are still
on and even though OUB is
going ahead with marketing
the lots. I'll be saying ‘buyer
beware’ to anyone contem-
plating buying there.”

Ms Dobson says she
doesn’t dispute the develop-
ment has been approved by

council, or that the State
Government has refused to
acquire the land and turn it
into open space.

“The koalas and O'Hares
Creek gorge are too valuable
to allow housing nearby.

“I believe the gorge is of
national significance and
must be protected.™

Ms Dobson also disputes
that the land’s mortgagee-
in-possession, marchant
bank OUB Australia was
unaware of the controversy
surrounding the site.

“How can they have been
unaware when their project
manager is Peter Lean, who
was also the project man-

ager for Yap Yap Pin,” she
asked.
OUB Australia, part of

the Overseas Union Bank of
Singapore, became involved
when the owners of the

Wedderburn site. Yap Yap
Pin Pty Ltd. went broke.
packed up and returned to
Indonesia. Yap Yap Pin's
bank. OUB Australia. savs
they left behind outstanding
debts of $3.4 million.

There was also outstand-
ing interest of $374.000
owed to OUB Australia.

As a result. OUB became
mortgagee-in-possession of
the Wedderburn property.

It made a decision, after
discussions with other Yap
Yap Pin creditors. to con-
tinue with the Wedderburn
development as a way of
recouping the Yap Yap Pin
debts.

Then it struck trouble.
with union bans that were
continuing despite court ap-
proval for a revamped de-
velopment.

This also stopped Pros-
pect County Council from
mstalling power to the site
(See story, Page 1).

When the NSW Land and
Environment Court dealt
with the original application
in the late 1980s, it ap-
proved it but ordered the
development be scaled
down from the original 28
lots of around 10 acres each
to 22 five-six acre lots.

It also ordered the cre-
ation of a buffer zone be-
tween the proposed housing
and the koala habitat,

“We have been a respon-

i

Sue Dobson ..

sible corporate citizen since
we have taken over the
development.” said Geoff
Melntyre, OUB’s managing
director.

“In trying to recover our
debt we have sought fo
listen to environmental con-

cerns about the develop-
ment and even delayed mar-
keting for three months —
at a great cost to us of $1000
a day. “We allowed an
opportunity for the State
Government to acquire the
property. but it decided not

. plans to keep fighting the

development

to.” Mr Mclntyre said,

“We are sympathetic to
the concerns that have been
expressed. But everything
we have done has been
entirely proper and we just
want to recover what we are
owed.”




Prospect
inaction
slammed

by ERIC KONTOS

MORE than 13 months after being paid $123,470 for
the work, Prospect County Council has failed to
mstall power to the controversial housing develop-
ment near Wedderburn koala colony.

The mongqgce-in_-pusscssion of the land, merchant bank
OUB Australia, believes Prospect has not done the work to
the approved development because of union pressure,

Power poles were delivered to the site soon after full
payment by OUB Australia in January 1992, but no work |
was subsequently carried out.

> OUB says Prospect halted work after being informed of a
green ban” by the South Coast Trades & Labor Council.
But Prospect told OUB the reason power couid not be

connected was that an Environmental Impact Study (EIS)
had to be carried out beforehand.

Prospect on January 27 of this year informed OUB the
EIS‘ would be completed in about two weeks and a final
decision on the work would be made soon after that.

A fru-s‘t-ra_ted OUB, which has now given the go-ahead to
the marke_nng_ anq sale of the 22 five-six acre lots, last week
was considering its legal position in regard to Prospect
County Council.

Campbelltown’s delegate to Prospect, deputy mayor Jim
Merry last week said he was unaware there was a need for

an EIS, nor that Prospect had decided to have one done
before proceeding with the work.

“The issue did not come before the Prospect Board.,” he :

said. “What I do know is that
~\, thisisa perfectly legal devel-
opment and there is an
illegal union ban on it.”

Prospect County Council
spokesman Mike Donnelly
denied union bans had any-
thing to do with the way the
electricity authority had
dealt with the Wedderburn
work. “We are currently

® TO PAGE 2

of work:
 Page 10 x
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Prospect

® FROM PAGE 1
carrying out a review of
various factors, including
environmental, and expect a
final deeision soon.” he said.

The South Coast Trades &
Labor Council did not re-
spond to Chronicle requests
for a comment over its
stand.

The managing director of
OUB, Mr Geoff Mclntyre
said the bank had a fully
legal development, which
was being stifled by Pros-
pect’s inaction, illegal union
bans and environmentalists.

“We even agreed to delay
marketing of the sites —at a
cost to us of $1000 a day —
until the State Governmént
had been given a chance to
consider purchasing the land
itself,” he said.

“Both the union and the
environmental representa-
tives we met agreed with
this,” he said.

The State Government

has since informed OUB

that after “careful consider-
ation” of the matter, it had
come to the conclusion “the
land ... does not include
lands with known koala
habitats™.

Planning Minister Robert
Webster also said in his
December 23, 1992 letter to
OUB: “In view of the fact
that the arcas of known
koala habitats are already
protected, the Government
has decided that expendi-
ture of funds to acquire
additional lands is not justi-
fied or appropriate.”

. PAGE 9: How the battle
was lost
PAGE 8: Editorial
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Turn on
power

Prospect County Coun-
cil must act quickly to
provide power to the
Wedderburn housing
site that’s the subject of
this week’s page 1 story.

More than a year after
having paid for the work
is long enough to wait.

The facts are irrefut-
able: The development
has been fully approved
and is at present being
marketed to buyers.

Environmental factors
were extensively con-
sidered before the devel-
opment was approved.

It was also the subject
of a court decision,
which ordered as well
the creation of a buffer
zone between the pro-
posed homes and the
koala colony.

Of course, apparently,
there is still a union ban
on work at the site.

Prospect denies that it
has been intimidated by
this ban and says that it
needs to prepare an en-
vironmental review be-
fore proceeding to
supply power to the site.

Tt is accepted thatas a
government authority,
Prospect has specific
responsibilities to carry
out before installing
POWET.

| But surely one of iis
| responsibilities is to
supply power as quickly
as possible to a site that
has been fully approved,
without the need for
further studies.
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A scientist.
~ B Dr Robert Close, from
Jthe University of Western
Sydney, Macarthur, has
f been conducting extensive
research into the koala
colony over the past years
and 1s regarded as
foremost expert.
 Last week he contacted
the Advertiser from Bris-
'bane (where he is meetin
with fellow Hnmam—.n:m_ﬁm
and warned of the dan-
gers. .
“*Koalas living in urban

dence of chlamydial dis-
ease and an associated
Tower fertility rate than
those _?.E% in m&.mnm:r

' bushland,”

ol

By JEFF McGILL

RIF the proposed housing estate goes
the dreaded koala disease,

areas have a higher inci-

e Wedderburn colony,

|

DR Robert Close

“*8tress of various kinds
can cause 'the latent
chlamydia to erupt into
clinical signs such as wet-
tail, conjunctivitis, and
lowered fertility.

*“This stress could be

)

at

tate threat

Tea 43

to koalas

changes to the core area
(of food) such as tree loss,
fire, or predator pressure,
such as dogs or cars.””

Planning Minister Ro-
bert Webster has refused
to act to rezone the land
because he says the koalas
are “‘protected’’ because
none are known to inhabit
the proposed housing
area. i

But Dr Close points out
those same lots are sur-
rounded by two major
core habitat areas, and it
appears the koalas are
using the proposed hous-
ingsiteasa ‘‘corridor’” be-
tween the two.

“*“We don’t have radio
collars on these particular
animals as yel to test this
idea. but such a move-

ment would expose the
animals to dogs, - cats,
swimming pools (if the

development went
ahead),” he said,
“On  balance, you

would have to say that
development of the estate
is more likely to damage
koala populations than to
improye them."’
nd the habitat areas
‘themselves are under
threat due to increased
human and dog move-
ment, altered fire re-
gimes. and nutrient flows
own the gullics from
fertilisers and septics,
““Thisdisturbance could
affect the social system
within the core areas and
cause the chlamydial dis-
edase to crupt.

Sa. 93

~——
&

KOALA HABITAT °

e - r b = -

e

Land donated by the
company as public reserve'

A SIMPLIFIED map of the Wedderburn development site, based on the most recent

findings of Dr Close’s research
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Big threat
lto koala, ,
country et

WHEN families pur-
chase land at “Wedder-
burn Grange’’, Victoria
Road, = Wedderburn,
they will do so because of|
its picturesque bushland
E.ﬂauu.ﬁw.

lated water), new owners
will be tempted to bull-
‘a_...ﬁm every single tree,
and based on previous
experience, Campbell-
town Council is unlikely
to enforce development

Anyone believing
otherwise should drive
along Wedderburn Road
just west of the Georges
River crossing and ob-
serve how trees have
been  bulldozed and
{others have been buried
jmetres deep in building
rubble and soil, all with-
T._.: development con-
sent.

This is koala country,
mm_ the council has yet to

emand a Fauna Impact
tatement.

VERLIE FOWLER,

President, Macarthur

branch of the National

! Parks Association.

- S—
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Study vital to urban koala colony

Parks Association (NPA) of NSW Inc.

has donated $3,500 to Dr Robert
Close of the UWS - Macarthur’s Faculty of
Business and Technology to help fund a
vital koala research project in South West
Sydney.

TI—IE Macarthur branch of the National

Dr Close’s study involves observation
and monitoring of the movements of the
colony in the Campbelltown and
Wedderburn area, where up to 60 koalas
are believed to be residing. Called to a
number of sightings in the district in the
last three months, Dr Close believes that
monitoring the koala colony is essential
given the proposed development of the
Wedderburn area.

“The koala colony in this region is the
last known viable one left in the entire
Sydney urban area, outside of National
Parks,” Dr Close said.

“It's obviously very important to aid
their survival wherever possible.”

The donation from NPA, which
includes $2,000 from Dick Smith’s
Australian Geographic Society, will be
used to help fund a scholarship for a
postgraduate student to carry on the
survey work.

Macarthur Communique Volume 4 1992 uws

Other funding from the University
has provided Dr Close’s project with a light
motorcycle, six radio transmitter collars
and a receiver, as well as tree climbing
equipment and a research assistant one day
a week.

“We attach the radio-telemetry collars
to the koalas in order to monitor their
movements on a day to day basis,” Dr
Close said.

“These movements are plotted and
reveal the corridors in which the koalas
move, and most importantly, the areas
which are most vital to their existence.”

Already, according to Dr Close, the
koala monitoring has revealed that some of
the proposed clearing for the development

in the Wedderburn area is being used by

the koala population.

“Further monitoring will enable us to
determine exactly how many koalas, over
what area, might be effected by the
proposed development.”

Dr Close is also supported in his
research by the Water Board and Elizabeth
Macarthur Agricultural Insititute (EMAI).
The Water Board has pledged financial
support for the project, while EMAI is
involved in examining the koalas to assess
their health and susceptability to various

_ diseases. a

-




Housing
advance
on koala
habitat

by SUSAN BRIGGS

SURVIVAL of Sydney’s
last urban koala colony
could depend on a tem-
porary development ban
at Wedderburn.

The warning comes from
Chairman of the Depart-
ment of Biological Sciences
at the University of West-
ern Sydney, Macarthur,
Doctor Robert Close.

Dr Close has called on
Campbelltown Council to
defer the local environ-
mental and development
control plans for the
Wedderburn region.

In a submission to coun-
cil Dr Close savs wildlife
corridors must be ident-
ified in the local environ-
mental plan before it is
approved.

Dr Close said monitor- -

ing of koala movements
has revealed that some
areas earmarked for devel-
opment are being used by
the native animals.

*“The koala colony in this
region is the last known
viable one left in the entire
Sydney urban area, outside
of national parks.” he said.

Dogs, pools, cars and
urban expansion are the
main reasons Sydney’s ko-
ala population has plum-
meted during the past 20
vears.

Dr Close says his re-
search indicates the ani-
mals travel along wildlife
corridors to reach prime
feeding grounds.

2.t ~ar-tageed

FAalin

in
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SURVIVAL THREAT

é{:

\ Chronicle photographer JEFF DARMANIN

Kentlyn in October 1991
was reported at
Wedderburn Gorge in June
1992 — a distance of Skm.

New equipment
financed by the university
has enabled Dr Close to
monitor koala movement
more accurately.

“We attach the radio-
telemetry collars to the
koalas in order to monitor
their movements on a day
to day basis,” he said.

“These movements are
plotted and reveal the cor-
ridors in which the koalas
move and most import-
antly the areas which are
most vital to their exist-
ensel

The National Parks As-
sociation has given Dr
Close $2000 to help fund a
scholarship for a post-
graduate student to carry
on the monitoring work.

Dr Close hopes to have
12 koalas collared by 1993.

“There are so many
things we don’t know
about koalas.” he said,

“We don’t know why
they like certain trees, we
don't know if that changes
with the seasons.”

Wedderburn last week.

O Dr Close: Call on
koalas.

“‘caught”’ this koala at

e T S S S S
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Comeback trail

WEDDERBURN'S koala colony has been somewhat
of a mystery since its discovery in 1986, but S00N many
of the unanswered questions could be solved.

And all thanks to six small radio transmitter collars.

_ . During the next few months the special collars will be
fitted to a random selection of the koalas, enabline Dr

Robert Close of the University

of Western Sydney.

Macarthur, to accurately track the movements of the

animals,

Dr Close has been conducting research into the
colony (believed to include about 60 animals) for two
years and now hopes to accurately confirm claims

Special report by JEFF McGILL,
who went koala hunting this week

about their habitat, eating
patterns and corridors of
travel.

Until now, such infor-
mation was based soley on
educated guesswork and
isolated sightings.

This week the Adver-
tiser joined Dr Close, his
assistant Wayne Foster,
and Keith Longhurst and
Graham Groves from the
Macarthur branch of the
National Parks Associa-
tion (NPA) to catch a
koala already collared.

This was to take blood
samples and test for
chlamydia and other dis-
eases.

It is said for every koala
you see in the wild, 20 will
remain unseen, but with
‘Dr Close’s sophisticated
trackm%_ equipment, we
casily found the animal

feeding in a stringybark |

near Aberfoyle Road.

““We attach the radio-
* telemetry collars to the
koalas in order to monitor
their movements on a day
to day basis,”” Dr Close
said,

““These movements are
plotted and reveal the cor-
ridors in which the koalas
move, and most impor-
tantly, the areas which are
most vital to their exist-
ance.

“The koala coleny in
this region is the "last
known viable one left in
the entire Sydney urban
area, outside National
Parks, and it's obviously
very important to aid their
Is;lm:i\fa wherever possi-

(5 ke

e

The good news is that
the koalas appear to be to-
tally disease-free — a
rarity — but local environ-
mentalists fear the shadow
of development is the
koalas’ greatest threat.

. Ongoing industrial
green bans and other com-
plications have prevented
any major development of
the controversial subdivi-
sion dpl'anncd for Victoria
Road, on land allegedly
inhabitated by the koalas.

Dr Close now urges al-
dermen to wait until- de-
tailed monitoring of the

Environment Plan (LEP)

soon to go before Council,

If approved, the draft
LEP would allow conver-
sion of many Wedderburn
farms (most of which of a
minimum of 10 hectares in
size) to rural-residential
blocks of only two hec-
tares. AT

“‘One of the koalas we
are currently tracking has
moved throu%h a
corridor which is under
consideration as a devel-
opment site, back to an
area which was recently
burnt back for hazard re-

ush

Macarthur fvertige
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for 60
koalas

will enable us to deter-
mine exactly how ‘many
koalas, over what area,
‘might be effected by the
proposed development.”’
ut several aldermen
have stressed the LEP is
being compiled with strict
environmental guidelines
and will guarantee the
area’s preservation as a
rural-residential  suburb,
much like Kentlyn. 3
Bushland preservation
is a cornerstone of the
plan. _
= Dr Close and the UWS
Macarthur have received
financial support for their
ﬁogram from both the
acarthur NPA and the
Water Board, although
ract

colony is undertaken be-  duction = CFuri:rf;)ses,” Dr  Dr Close is keen to
fore they vote on the pro-  Close said. : funding for a postgraduats
posed Wedderburn Local “‘Further  monitoring  student to assist
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—1J'he quest to save our koalas—

0 By DENNIS GREEN

he view from the fork of a
gum tree is looking a
little gloomier for our
koalas these days as their
natural habitat slowly disappears.

Urban development, bushfires and
predators are all striking at the koala,
one of our great national symbols.
However, new moves are afoot to
ensure their survival.

The koala in NSW (along with some
other wildlife), is now classified as
vulnerable and rare; it’s within the
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At this stage, his research depends
on university funding: $9000 in 1990,
$6500 last year, $7500 this year, and a
lot of voluntary help.

An early community questionnaire
designed to establish koala distribution
in the Campbelltown region,
encourage people to report sightings,
and tell them how to recognise signs of
the marsupial’'s presence scored a
disappointing 20 per cent response.

In studying distribution, research
team members have surveyed a 7 km
section of bush south of Campbelltown
and searched 60m sections at 250m
intervals.

“QOur findings show there is one
koala per 10 ha, compared to 50 per
10 ha in more fertile areas,” Dr Close
said.

“Koalas are becoming more isolated
and more vulnerable to fire, drought
and predators (such as dogs).

“They can't move freely because
there are fewer bush corridors
between remaining colonies.”

He also believes urban development,
guch as that in the Appin Rd area and

endangered category and needs special
- attention to ensure it does not end up as
a threatened species.

This follows the passing of the
Endangered Fauna (Interim
Protection Act), 1991, in place until the
end of the year when it is due to be
revised.

The Australian Encyclopedia
defines the koala thus: “a stub-tailed,
arboreal marsupial with large, furry
ears, a black leathery nose and long,
strong claws.”

It’s the only living member of the
family Phascolarctidae in the order
Diprotodonta. This order also includes
the possum, kangaroo and wombat.

lllawarra Mercury 25th April 1992

- Holding on: The quest to save our koalas

south-west at Mittagong, is likely to
affect colonies, removing access
corridors.

Dr Close believes his research
enhances his teaching role.

“My role is teaching biology and
environmental science..I believe
graduates need a grounding in basic
ecology these days, particularly all
biologists going into industry.”

He agrees the koala is one of our
great national symbols but believes
that, as a society, we'll have to take
more positive action to protect it.

“My view is humans and koalas can
mix, but it means humans have to
make real sacrifices; it means no dogs
(in the koalas’ habitat), maintaining
yegetation around habitats suitable for
movement, and driving in koala areas
in such a way that they are not killed."”

Research is about to take a new
direction in the Campbelltown area.
This involves capturing sighted koalas
and attaching a small collar
transmitter, and releasing them so
they can be tracked through the bush.

The koala’s gum leaf diet and its
make-up are not always understood by

As a national symbol, the koala bobs
up in everything from the credits of
television’'s A Country Practice to a
current TV commercial.

Last month the marsupial even
graced a major credit card promotion.
A highlight of tourist visits to zoos and
wildlife sanctuaries is the tree-top one.

At Western Sydney University,
Macarthur Campus, Campbelltown, Dr
Robert Close talks about research into
local colonies, invites public input, and
displays some skulls and (yes)
droppings.

Later, barely 2km east of the
Campbelltown city centre, we walk in
the bush among some tall grey gums.

those of us on the ground, according to
Dr Close.

“The eucalypt leaf is a poor quality
diet because of the toxins in it and the
koala has to use energy to'detoxify its
food. It has a liver overload.

“In general, in poor quality soil
areas, the eucalypt will produce more
toxins.

hzc view is humans and
koalas can mix, but it means
humans have to make real

sacrifices. '

[t e e e =]

“Because we (humans) have taken
the best quality soils, they (koalas) are
pushed back to poor guality soils where
there are more toxins to deal with.”

He points out that the koala can’t
carry excess weight and carries little
body fat; it’s “cuddly” rather than
“chubby”.

Dr Close said the marsupial often
had to move quickly in search of food,

Koalas were last sighted in this
eucalypt-scented area a week earlier.

It's a sunny afternoon, a gentle
breeze sways upper tree boughs,
reflected light beunces off foliage, and
you realise koala-sighting in a natural
habitat can be difficult.

Dr Close points out the signs that
indicate the presence of koalas in the
area — prominent tree-trunk scratch
marks and nearby ground droppings,
old and new.

A nearby pole with an 8m lasso is
used to briefly capture the koalas for
tagging. They are then released so the
researchers can track their
movements.

and if this wasn’t found in 24-48 hours,
it could be in trouble.

Only a few species of smooth-barked
eucalypts are suitable food trees for
the koala.

Three species will sustain the koala
if eaten exclusively. They are the
forest red gum, grey gum, and manna
gum. The river red gum is also
particularly palatable.

In quality soil areas (not found
around Campbelltown), the koala has a
home range of 14 or 15 trees and within
the home range it usually has a
favourite tree. It descends to the
ground only to change trees.

Breeding occurs during spring and
summer. The young one remains
completely within the pouch for about
175 days after which it may protrude
an arm or head until, after more than
200 days, it begins to emerge
completely from the pouch.

Koala numbers have fluctuated
from the beginning of European
colonisation.

In the beginning, their colonies
extended in eastern Australia
throughout areas of sclerophyll forest

But there’s no need for the lasso
today: more than an hour of patient
searching produces no sightings.

Dr Close teaches at the campus’
School of Business and Technology. His
koala research is in its third year and
he hopes it will be a continuing study.
His interest also extends to other
wildlife.

His research began several years
after the 1986 discovery of a koala
colony, about 10 km south of
Campbelltown, and after developers

* came on the scene.

00 CONTINUED OVER PAGE

=

from Cooktown, Queensland to
southern Victoria and south-eastern
Australia, with populations occurring
east and west of the Great Dividing
Range. Fossil skulls have been found in
West Australia.

Tt is likely that koala numbers were
kept low by the Aborigines who killed
them for food. In the latter half of the
19th century populations flourished
and by 1890, koalas were abundant.

They were then easily collected for
their skins to supply the thriving fur
industry. Hundreds of thousands of
koala skins were exported annually.

A critical decline in numbers
occurred; opthalmic disease and
pneurnonia (still around) worsened the
situation.

Koalas became extinct in South
Australia and rare throughout the rest
of their range, with numbers declining
in Queensland a decade or so later than
in the south.

Strict protection and management
of surviving populations allowed the
koala to recover in numbers again.

Now it’s their habitats that are
threatened.
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Health of district koalas under the spotlight
| VETERINARIANS from Camden’s Elizabeth district. UWS, Macarthur began a preliminary thgmﬁve mi

Macarthur Agricultural Institute (EMAI) have study of koalas in October last year. said.
tested their first koala as part of a joint PLOJECt  Senior lecturer Dr Robert Close said the “This shows everybody should be conscious of
with the University of Western Sydney, university was originally looking at koalas in the koalas in their home environment and work
Macarthur. Wedderburn area but widened the study to toward minimising the dangers of their survival.”

EMAT will assess the health of koalas captured include the entire Campbelltown Tegion. Dr Close said Campbelltown koalas were very

by UWS, providing vital information for the “The first koala tested was a two-year-old rare with the O’Hares Creek Gorge population
university’s ongoing study of koalas in the animal found in suburban Campbelltown less estimated at just 60.

The Chronicle 8th October,

nutes from the city céntre,” Dr Close
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New rescue plan iom"

for koala colony ===
- : = the move”’, says local envi-
- < ronment expert Dr Robert
THE Duke of Edinburgh has been asked io become patron of the Wed- This Tallows & sulldes

gerburn koala colony in a new Campbelitown Council plan formulated increase of koala sightings

I
—4

The invitation to Prince . Union insisted a full ban  burn since the fierce bush-
Philip is aE%aaﬂo tactic Stories by would be reinforced. fires that devastated much
proposed in the Mayor’s JEFF McGILL The Zm«oh.m ..nnwnumu of the habitat earlier this

) o :

M el C..G‘-‘&'L\A.»\J '\?IlT

steodsshul. § 5 B T s 4
I sucosul, i will oot s bidn the coure 0ol e known 355 1o s i comibcinen
i acwiideincd e Wap Yam Ba i Lncotionil (GsSECT e S ey o, G
Dharawal Nature Reserve,  from %ww_%m:m A Rescue the Koala (In- (0 overal colony. .
S8 nd both dedicated 10 housing estafp o land ad-  SHREH0TE ch et of “Priapdlithe fires
the council and purchased jacent to the koala habitat. o o v o _ e fires, sige
jointly by the council and ~ Union greenbans were e oMn peopie. g8 "~ nfrequent,” |
the State Government. placed on the site, but conservation groups = Or.mu.;_: i i
Mayor Kremmer is al- early this year developers well as corporate and civic [
ready in the process of moved in with E:Rowma representation. ““These sightings ma
creating an international to build a roadway with 1 believe the time has incidental, or they may
trust to raise money to €s- non-union labour. now come to face reality = . ]
and accept the rulin

tablish and re- i am
a ranger But only a fortnight G " "o %" lthough m.eﬁ to move after exposure fo

search station on the site.  ago, ntatives of 2
The ongoing Wedder- mw:ﬁ %Eﬁcﬁ and Wereactto thatrulingthat gmoke, or perhaps in re-
burn koala fight has the Transport Workers’ Mhﬂnwww.ﬂgr Ald  ghonse to the extremely

\ “Rather than attack the
leg § 0 State and Federal Gov- “As the opportunity to
AT ernments for their refusal witness and record this

to assist or waste time phenomenon, if it actually
trying to placate a small occurs, may not come
m_.c“._% who say council again for a long time it is
should have done more, I important all sighting be
have opted for a more recorded and general pat-
itive approach to the fterms identified.”

oala’s survival.” .

The o%omubn—_.n ndorsed Dr Close urges amy,
plan involves: = B
e An urgent submission who have sighted koalas
to the State Government’s

@  Open Space and Heritage S i a . .\

i M::b.”n_rmmw_u g the body to .
: Davi ing th inti e most environmen-

PROFESSOR David Bart acceping et 0 tally sensiive blocks of %20 +4

i 4 o the Yap Yan Pin estate. The distinctive signs can
LOCAL artist Barrington Roberts last week donated @ That all the acquired jpclude double scratches,
E&ER:%R&%E%E land be dedicated as Stage  about two to four centime- .
Eﬂ“ﬁ?ﬂ?&%%? TS m_Zﬂm. BHEE..E ;- maﬂ.u..

b 5 i ; ,  ture Reserve. ~eniti ;
Professor David Barr, was designed as a gesture of e Council seek assistance Egc_ﬂ.ﬁuﬁﬁn—.
| %?Egiu.m%%gs from project home build- jets, often orange-brown,
habitat of the % ers to construct a ranger  shaped like an olive pip.
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ap Yan L—%
opmted ‘Indone- :
oy, -
n’am, brmhem;?ﬁn green-
moved bulldozers: onto - fo
the controversial of
Lﬂ:ﬂl}nmhe\k’e burn.
a colony site. . “sioner of Taxation be
After the police broke. . action in’ the Eqﬁ
Eﬁemm ket Division of the Supreme
the “scab” dev s Court against theeompa—

' enter the site, the battle to
| snvelhekoalas(ookase-
| vere setback. -~ .

But in light of. last
week’s action by the Tax
ters have

w called for the State
overnment to halt all

—development and hold an

lmuuganon

Union suppoﬂ'

BWIFUg and  FED/FA,
were visiting the site, hop-
ing to urge the contractor
to stop work, a.tth:hme

T

cnml.la.l.suprm Gov-
ernment, which has to
date I.nrigcty ignored tlm
pleas of environmental-
1stg, to step in
Butwhentheﬂdmkm-
called Environment
- Minister Tim Moore’s of-

ﬁoe remdxy no-one was
/ able for t;umment.
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KOALA IMPASSE
- Hay suggests
colony study

STATE Planning Minister David Hay has

Sydney Morning Herald 19th January, 1991

Tax Office

moves to
wind up
Yap Yan Pin

By COL ALLISON

The Taxation Office has filed a
summons in the NSW Supreme
Court to wind up Yap Yan Pin Pty
Limited, the company penetrating

the koala sanctuary at Wedder-

burn, near Campbelltown, with a
controversial 50-hectare housing
subdivision.

News of the summons has
angered aldermen from Camp-
belltown City Council, which
spent $80,000 of ratepayers’
money last year fighting Yap Yan
Pin’s development application in
the courts.

The mayor, Alderman Jim
Kremmer, is seeking legal advice
while his deputy, Alderman John
Hennessey, has called for a halt to
the development and a full public
inquiry.

The bulldozers and earth-
moving equipment worked yes-
terday on the site above O'Hares
Gorge, the so-calied “lungs of the
Georges River”, home of about 300
koalas and one of Australia’s few
‘remaining disease-free colonies.

The Deputy Commissioner of
Taxation has begun an action in
the Equity Division of the
Supreme Court against Yap Yan
Pin over a total of $205,749.67 in
penalties and back taxes from July
i, 1988,

“The Deputy Commissioner fur-
ther sought additional tax for late
payment of $156,549.72 at the
rate of 20 per cent a year from
October 16, 1990, until payment
or judgment.

In an amended summons, the
Commissioner applied through
the courts this week to wind up
Yap Yan Pin and appoint a
liquidator on February | for

failing to pay the tax demanded.

The Herald sought comment
yesterday at the company's

address, Captain Pipers Road,
Vaucluse, but a man who

AN

answered the phone said he didn’t
speak English.

The company’s published mobile
telephone number has been discon-
nected, Telecom announced, and at
the registered office of Yap Yan
Pin, care of Wearne & Co,
accountants of Chatswood, no
comment was available.

A search of corporate records at
the Australian Securities Commis-
sion yesterday revealed that Yap
Yan Pin Pty Ltd, had been
registered in 1983 as a property
developer, with two Indonesian
directors: William Budiman, 52,
and Koesmiati Sari, 48, both of
Jakarta.

Repeated calls to the directors’
Whaling Road, North Sydney,
address failed to make contact.

Mr Hennessey said an immedi-
ate stop should be stop to the work
at Wedderburn until the situation
could be clarified.

He called on the Minister for
the Environment, Mr Moore, to
institute a full inquiry.

Mr Hennessey said the com-
pany had cost Campbelltown
ratepayers dearly in fighting the
development through the Land
and Environment Court last May.

The court approved the sub-
division after years of council
rejection and residents’ protests,
provisional on the initial scope of
the development being greatly
reduced. :

The company subsequently
transferred 275 hectares of land to
the council for reserved open space
as a buffer between the subdivision
and the koala habitat.

This week, using non-union |

labour under the direction of
Campbelltown surveyors Lean
Lackenby and Haywood, Yap
Yan Pin moved in the heavy
earth-movers, after two years of
union green bans. Local protesters

an  environmental

“The study is requjred to
properly define the koala
colony and the potential
tmpact of any development
on this area.” he said,

_Mr Hay had earlier met
with Campbelltown Mayor
Jim Kremmer to discuss the
council’s concern for the
protection of the koala col-
ony,

Mr Kremmer suggested
that the State Government
!Jt:ty the area of a subdiy-
IS101 1mpinging on the koala
habitat affer it was rezoned
as Regional Open Space.

Mr Hay turned down this
request.

He said: “The counci]
came in with only one thing
in mind, which was to get
the government to buy it out
pf the mess it had got itself
into.

“The council talks about
the area being 'Regional
Open Space, but this s just
a ploy to attempt to absolve

failed to stop the work.

Concern at
long last

AT long last the people of
Campbelitown are showing
their concern for the
Wedderburn koalas.

Members - of the Camp-
belltown Association to

| Save the Wedderburn Koala
Colony have been working
in Campbelltown asking
'people to sign petitions, and
the count of signatures over
“a couple of weeks is very
encouraging,

The whole of Australia’s
environment is under threat
with logging going on all
over the place and poli-
ticians chasing the “mighty
dollar™ and allowing over-
seas developers to buy up
and destroy our natural
beauty spots. |

Are the people ever con-
sulted about these de-
cisions?

Were people consulted
when waste treatment
stations were built? I think
not,

Don’t allow destruction at
Wedderburn by mercenary
politicians.

It might be interesting to
speak to the children of

called on Campbelltown Council to make

; stud |
habitat in the Wedderbu:n :rea.he kealg

the council of any financial
responsibility.”

Opposition planning
spokesman Tony Doyle
criticised Mr Hay for failing
to give a more substantive
reply to the threat to the
koala colony.

Mr Doyle said Mr Hay’s
call f_or a further study was
hedgmg and a delaying
tactic.

“The government has
proposed to the council that
open space land along the
Georges River be sold for
residential development,”
he said.

_“This would result in a
windfall of $70 million for
the government, yet they are
not prepared to spend one
or two million dollars to
acquire the Wedderburn
land for inclusion in a
nature reserve,” Mr Doyle
claimed. 5
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I hear the vultures are
reparing to  pick the
ones. The hyenas are
ready to tear the flesh
from the wounded victim.

The bulldozers are
gathering like flies around
carrion. Wedderburn and
its natural inhabitants
have not only been devas-
tated by fire, but now
again faced with the on-
slaught of the developers.

Are these developers
deaf? Haven't they heard
the will of the people?

Is our council dumb?
Are they mute? Has its

Man and nature
cut koala range

WEDDERBURN koalas
have had their range cut
back by the recent fires
and now developers Yap

their trees to make roads
and house sites.

This is the last colony
close to Sydney and it must
be saved from man’s en-
croachment with Kkiller
cars and dogs that have de-
stroyed other colonies

I have a question. Is it
true that the council town
planner that sold the land
to Yap Yan Pin is now
working for the developers
that are destroying the
koala habitat at Wedder-
burn?

Yan Pin is knocking down

WHAT’S happening out at Wedderburn?

heart been cut from its
chest?

They are not voicing the
wishes of the community.
Why aren’t council using
their resources, monetary
and otherwise, to stop this
environmental  vandal-
ism?

Has their concern for
Wedderburn up till now
been nothing' more than
an act?

Will they allow these in-
sensitive opportunists to
choke the last remaining
life out of an already
devastated Wedderburn?

Develops disgust

Eying Wedderburn
for development

My L[

Or will they show their
strength and stop this
madness?-

Even nature will re-
cover from this recent
holocaust. But not so the
effects of bulldozers and
unnecessary develop-
ment.

Come on council, show
your love for Campbell-
town and the well being of
its people.

Your future could well
depend on it!

Larry Whipper,
Ingleburn,

at the bulldozing

I WISH to expres: my
disgust after learning
developers have the bull-
dozers in at Wedder-
burn.

Isn’t it enough that
koalas and other animals
have been traumatised
by recent bushfires, and
now rattling earth mov-
ing equipment is thun-
dering into their habitat.

The recent fires saw

ilies evacuated from
their homes, but the ani-
mals fended for them-

234,

T hrida X selves and after the catas-
Claymore. S
HAVE YOUR SAY
Write fo Box -amphelitown 2560.

solitude to recover from
their ordeal,

But no, these money-
hungry, greedy morons
are causing more trauma
and destruction.

Because of the loss of
s$o much bushland with
the fires, koalas espe-

cially need the protection

ami_ food from trees still

If houses are built, the
danger of fires will wors-
en. The human element
in a sensitive area like
Wedderburn will cause
utter chaos.

I have no good wishes
to offer this developer.

Name and address

supplied.
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final battle
for

police

yesterday morning to break up a
of protesters attempting to stop

CAMPBELLTOWN

moving into bushiand
koala colony.

No arrests were
made, but many have
now conceded that the
developers have won
the battle to build
homes on the land
verging on Sydney’s
last discase-free koala

colony.

Despite union
oreenbans  on  any
?t::::k)pment at the

site, . contractors for
~Yap Yan Pin Pty Ltd
have brought in heavy
earthmoving
equipment and cleared
roadways in the scrub
this week.

Members of the
Campbelltown Koala
Association  (CKA),
Macarthur branch of
the National Parks
Association  (NPA),
various State
conservation  groups,
the Building Trades
Group, and local
aldermen have since
rallied at the bushland
site in an attempt to
stop the work.

Climax

. After a week of

Macarthur Advertiser 16th January, 1991

Defeat in

M A4

moved in
icket line

lidozers
near the Wedderburn

passionate protests
and picket lines, the
situation climaxed

yesterday when Mayor
Jim Kremmer, deputy
mayor John
Hennessey, alderman
Colin  Broadbridge,
and local State MP,
Peter Primrose, joined

the protest.
Before the
developers arrived,

they planted a row of
native trees in front of
the gateway to the
site, hoping to stop

the vehicles passing
through.
This is  because

Council has a special
tree preservation
order which prohibits
any unwarranted
removal or damage to
trees.

When police arrived
they declined making
any arrests and Sgt
Neville Ticehurst
spoke at length with
the politicians and
protesters,  ordering
them away from the
gateway.

Oa

614

Report by
JEFF McGILL

However after the
police cleared the
way, a truck moving
into the site drove
straight over the top
of the trees.

As a result, Mr
Primrose said “council
would be seeking legal
advice to take action
against the developers.

Last hurrah

But on the whole,
most have conceded
this protest is only a
“last hurrah” and, as
far as the bounds of
the law is concerned,
the developers have
won the long
three-year battle.

Ald Kremmer said
Council had already
spent $80,000 fighting
against the developers
in the Land and
Environment  Court,
but now the court had
approved the plans to
build housing.

He conceded the
court approval was not
a victory, but because
the court only
approved development

of a small section of
orginal application . it
was “a long way from
total defeat”,

Unwilling

Ald Kremmer said
the only body now
able  to stop
development was the
State Government,
but so far it had been
unwilling to help.

A heavily-emotional
Sue Dobson of the

CKA implored the
developers to  halt
work  until  money
could be raised
somehow to buy the
land, but her calls

were ignored.

She even issued a
plea to the Premier’s
wife, Kathryn
Greiner, to intervene
and persuade her
husband to step in.

Rent-a-crowd

The contracter hired
by the developer,
John Neal, called the
protesters

“rent-a-crowd’’ and

said he was disgusted
children had become
involved.

“Every tree or shrub
or piece of ground I
touch is checked by
council every day to
make sure everything
is right,” he said.

@® MORE pictures and
how the koalas
survived the
Wedderburn bushfires:
Pagez. !
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CAMPBELLTOWN and Wollondilly Councils
declared a State of Emergency as fire wiped out
117sq/km of bush and threatened the
Wedderburn koala colony. _

Dozens of volunteer bush fire fighters -missed out on
Christmas dinner as the blaze spread from Appin and
Wedderburn through Wollondilly shire.

Firemen were lowered over a cliff face at Wedderburn for
back burmng which saved the area’s only koala colony from
the main fire front.

Crews worked through the night in their battle to save the
koalas.

The blaze, which started on December 23, destmyed
68sq/km of bush in Wollondilly shire and 495qfkm in

~ Campbelltown in five days.

Fire crews from as far as Sutherland and Shell Harbor
joined local brigades in the fight to contain the blaze.

Campbelltown fire control officer John Deblanken said
the fire started in Appin, sweeping through the West CIiff
Colliery area.

The Chronicle 8th January 1991

Bush

by MANDY PERRIN

It then Jmnped some of the main roads, burning through
bushland in Wollondilly shire.

Mr Deblanken said extra fire fighters were sent to
Wedderburn when its small airport was threatened during
the blaze.

“The airport was saved and fortunately there was no
property damage or serious injuries reported,” he said.

Wollondilly fire control officer Jack Wilton warned the
risk of another fire was extremely high.

““The large amount of fuel is extremely dry,” he said.

*“The situation is very serious, particularly as we have had
no rain. I would urge people to obey the fire restrictions and
not to do any burning off.”

Mr W:{ton said the Appin fire was being treated as

“*suspicious”. -

Acting Campbelltown Mayor John Hennessey paid
tribute to the fire fighters: “Close to 400 people gave up
their Christmas to fight the
fire. They are the unsung
heroes of the area,” he said.

“Without their dedication
and hard work, Campbell-
town could have suffered
much more in terms of lost
property and livestock.”

The State Government is
offering rewards of up to
$10,000 for information on
bushfire arson.

Penalties include 12
‘months 1mprlsonment and/
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@ From page 8

with the 68th sightin
made in the first week o

Responding 10 the
mounting public interest,
Environment  Minisier
Tim Moore visited the site
and ceremoniously nailed
an Interim Protection
Order to a tree in front of
an array of media repre-
sentatives.

The order announced
that under the National
Parks and Wildlife Act the
animals’ habitat would be
protected for 12 months,
putting a freeze on the
housing estate until a full
assessment was made.

- The widely-applauded
order was the first of its
type in the State and be-
cause it had to be gazet-
ted, Mr Moore instructed
the Government Printer
to publish a special edition
at midnight on Friday,
June 3.°1988. _ o«
Despite the early suc-
cess, environmental ap-
plause for the State Gov-
ernment was fto turn
quickly to abuse.

Mr Moore announced a
sudden turnabout on his
decision and announced a
new “conservation agree-
ment” with the develop-
ers, lifting: the Interim
Protection Order he had
issued only weeks earlier.

Mr Moore said the
order would be replaced:
by a “voluntary covenant”
which would allow sub-
division development in
the area of the koala habi-
tat to proceed.

He said the covenant
would strictly control land
development, with tree-
felling and clearance to be
severely restricted and
residents with dogs would

+ June 1988.

s a native tree in front of the

; 274
"PROTESTERS
gt o forces.
“BACK-burning, sound 2
fire management strate-
gies and a dose of luck™
saved the Wedderburn
koala colony in the 1
bushfire that ravaged
the area last week, says
a local environmental
expert.,
Dr Robert Close of the
University of Western
Sydney., Macarthuor,

R d

" DR Robert Close,

POLICE Sgt Neville Ticehurst speaking with Sue Dobson and other protesters
yesterday.

" 8 — THE COURIER-MAIL

be qul].ited ta'kée‘p them said fire was a major
der strict supervision on roblem to koalas and
U _el' pe ad the gorge been fo-
their own land. tally alight the major
Furious en\rironmental- pl'dli Ut. the I.Cnion_\'
> would have perished
ists slammed the move. He has recently been

working with the com-

NPA branch secretary
Julie Sheppard said Mr
Moore was “‘selling out
the Wedderburn koala
colony” and called the

covenant “virtually
worthless”.

Ms Sheppard also
branded Mr Moore’s ear-
lier guarantees as a hollow
gesture and said that rely-
ing on the goodwill of fu-

ture landowners was not a
gwod enough safeguard
or the future of the
koalas.

Campbelitown Council
argued that conservation
agreements of this type

munity in researching
the actual habitat of the
koalas and hopes to
publish a preliminary
report on his findings
later this year.

“At this early stape il

scems the flames did
not affect the main
colony of koalas in the
O'Hares Creek porge
arca and this was
mainly due to obliging
winds and effective
back-burning by our
local fire fighters,” Dr
Close said.

“What we haven't been

able to ascertain is
whether  the  koalas
were affected by the
blanket of smoke that
covered the gorge and
this will require check-
ing on the ground when
things clear up.

their efforts by the coun- Campbelltown Council have joined

“Koalas do tend to suffer
quite badly in fires and
d likely scenario is that
they headed as high as

‘were impossible to police.

19th July, 1989

they could.’

“How do you force a | “I-U‘Flli‘(])::hl:il::h[lr’!lizl\}l:i‘:c.illl: [::
landholder [a_k]ng his dﬁg | | colony and stresses the
for a stroll to keep it on its iy
leash, and howdoyoutell .- — —— —— =
a dog that has been Without a doubt, the most controversial and
dumped in the bush to g emotionally-charged issue of the past year has
home and get a leash?” been the fight to save the endangered koala
one alderman asked.  colony at Wedderburn. It all began in May 1988

In July, the NPA began when the almost-unique, disease-free colony

a public appeal for funds was discovered in thick bushland about to be
30 save the colony from developed into a new housing sub-division.The
ngfg;*ggls ‘:gtgétg;ddg developers, Indonesian-based Yap Yap Pin Pty
ey, e a?g Lo part of Ltd, proposed the construction of 26 blocks on
the rlirnbaibdivision . o 360-hectare site known as Yeomans
: Estate.Since then, conservationists and

ey were supported in } tories In

| Activists®
he dOWﬂ b
for koalas
' SYDNEY: Environmental-

. ists will stage a lie-down
protest today to stop devel-.

moving into forest-

. opers -
land harboring what is
| believed to be s
§ue-ftee koala colony in

b Vo ,_'_{;.

YeWa have been fighting

. this for three years but
whea the bulldozers

' to try to stop them,” \s=

‘ciation leader, Ms Sue

Dobson, said yesterday. -
Their action is the cli-

derburn, south-west of:.
Sydsey, being carved up
3 3 ai A9
Their stance is supported::
by the Fund for Animals,
other conservationists and
unions.. uyi i prodh
“We are not radical
jes and our action will.
-peaceful,” Ms Dobson -
said. iy
- She said some koalas:
were lost in bushfires dure:

cil, the initial plans being fighting to preserve the koala habitat from ing the past few weeks but'
to pursuade the Govern- destruction.in this special feature, reported ted there were about:
gl‘tggiattoj' ::guuz ?hehligal; over two weeks Macarthur Advertiser reporter zwmmm mlnn? P
aoi and inc e e =
o the poapoec Dt JEFF McGILL traces the origins of the row. ™y, government and
Nature Reserve. others talk about the koala -
However, the Govern- as a mational emblem but
ment denied responsibil- the way they keep hckin,g
ity and refused to contrib- away at them there won't
ute any money towards be any left by the Jear
® Continued pagel0 20007 ¢ b ESEN
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IGH up in the weather-
beaten forks of eucalypts
south-west of suburban Syd-

Koala sightings are rare,
which is why an

ney lies one of nature's best kept
koalas

secrets —

Until four years ago it was thought
that the koala colonies of Campbeli-
town had fallen to the combined effects
of hunting and the development that

began at the turn of the century,

But in 1986 the creatures surprised
everyone and reappeared after an ap-

parent absence of 50 years.

Bince then, the National Parks Asso-
clation, Campbelltown branch, has been
gathering a list of sightings, but lttle is

known t the colony of myste-
rious marsupials, apart from the
fact that they are living in the re-

gion. =
Now people living in the area
have been enlisted to try and help
unravel the mystery.
Dr Robert Close, of the Dniver-
sity of Western Sydney Macar-
thur, -has & koals questionnaire

200 people are craning
their necks upwards in the quest
for the tell-tale ash-grey bundies
of fur.

And they are also keeping an
eye on their eucalypts for fresh
claw marks — a sign that one of
the creatures has been there.

Although the observations will
be somewhat second-hand., Dr
Close is relying on them to pro-
vide the material needed for re-
search into Australia's unofficial

t.

mascot.

"We know koalss exist in the
area but we know nothing about
them,” Dr Close said.

“We need to find the answers to
a few basic questions such as how
many koalas live in the area. what
is their breeding rate, how exten-
slve is their habitat. how far do
they move and are there any links
between other colonies in the
south-west.

“I believe we can be helped by
the community in answering
these questions.”

OALAS are basically noc-

turnal animals, They

spend 145 hours a day

sleeping, 4.8 hours awake
and resting, 4.7 hours feeding and
Jjust four minutes traveliing.

Because of their laid-back life-
style, koalas are very difficult to
spot and Dr Close believes his
helpers stand a better chance of
seeing them than he would have
working with one assistant.

He sald community assistance
was invaluable In complling infor-
mation.

He hopes that anyone living in
the south-western reglon — even
if they haven't received a ques-
tionnaire — will contact him if
they spot signs of koalas,

“Hopefully, the people who have
been sent questionnaires will

fast to quiz

who say the sleepy-

years

enterprising researcher,
Dr Robert Close, moved

Campbelltown residents

heads have reappeared
for the first time in 50

By RACHEL BROWNE

keep an active eye on the move-
ments of koalas,” he said.

“As the people live in the area
they are more likely to notice
things like fresh scratchings on
the trees which indicate a koala’s
recent presence.

“The community has a much
greater potential to cover a large
area."

The community has thrown its
support behind Dr Close and his
colleagues in the quest to discover
more about the koalas,

"1 sent 170 questionnaires out
about four weeks ago and so far
22 have come back It usually
takes a while for people to reply to
these things — they come in dribs
and drabs,” he said.

“Most responses have been very
good. Some of the ones we have
received report fresh scratchings
and many residents said people
from the university were welcome
to come out and work on their
property.

"Some say they haven't seen
any koalas but even that informa-
tion is helpful because it gives us
an indication of where not to look,

"Once the majority of question-
naires have been returned we
should have a rough picture of
where the koalas are moving."

Campbelltown residents are
fiercely protective and proud of
the local koala colonies,

In 1989 a petition to protect a
anlg colony at Wedde;hum from

p it by la.n3
company collected 13,500 signa-
tures.

Residents set up a lobby Eroup
to protect the colony and are still
trying to buy the land where the
koalas were living.

Dr Close said: “T believe the
community is very interested In
the and is becoming ac-
tively involved in this project.”

An academic with a deep inter-
est in Australian animals, Dr
Close been working at the
University of Western Sydney for
the past four years.

He used the survey format as a
method of gathering information
for a study on rock wallabies in

1984 and it was so ul he
decided to repeat the winning for-
mula with the koalas,

“I sat down with the telephone
book and & map and got the
names of all the people who
owned (livestock) stations in the
area I was researching,

“I recorded their addresses and
sent each one a questionnaire,

“If several people in one area
gave a positive reply I would have
8 good idea of where to start
looking.

“I got a 65 per cent reply rate to
that survey and it was such a ter-

_rific response I thought — why not

doit with the koalas?"

"R Close believes most of
the surveys will be comple-
ted dnd returned by the

end of the year, Then he
and university students will begin
to look -at other aspects of koala
life. / (S ¢
“After the questionnaire is re-
turned we have a lot of small pro-
jects lined up for next year” he
said.

“We intend to tag the juvenile
koalas with tiny transmitters and
trace their movements by radio.

“Once the koalas reach about 12
months they are weaned, and
about g year later are kicked out
by their mothers, s0 we'd like to
find out where they go."

All this painstaking research
will finally help to conserve the
m"&aﬂngkgakmy. hopef

will
be the end result of the m'ﬁ
Close said.

The Daily Telegraph 7th December, 1990
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Homes in da
as flames sp

by ROMA CURTIS

THREE children seen at
a Wedderburn swi mming
hole just before bushfires
engulfed the region have
been cleared of blame by
police investigating the
cause of the blaze,

A state of emergency was
declared at 6pm on Friday
after fire in Wedderburn
Gorge spread out of control
south towards Appin.

It is believed the fire was
deliberately Iit,

Hundreds of volunteer
bushfire brigade members
from as far away as
Wollongong spent all week-
end attempting to contain
ﬁthe blaze.

Residents in the
Wedderburn and Appin
townships were warned to
be ready to evacuate.

The bushfires were
finally brought under con-
trol on Sunday afiernoon
after cooler temperatures
and light rain helped
firefighters,

More than nine square
kilometres of bush and
farm land were burnt out.

Acting Campbelltown

Fire fighters

suspect arson

caused blaze

OLIC_E_-,

FILE—

Mayor John Hennessey
said reports that
Wedderburn’s koala colony
perished in the blaze were
“totally unsubstaniated?.

“Rangers and fire
fighters were asked to look
for and report any koala
sightings,” Mr Hennessey
said,

*No dead koalas have
been found, no koalas have
been sighted at all,»

Late Sunday afternoon,
about 60 fire brigade mem.-
bers were still fighting the
main fire,

This fire was located be-
tween O’Hares Rd and

Appin Rd neaI:

Wedderburn,

DOSCoaNGNDOY0D -

| PO Box 555
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koala study

A $10,000 study of the Camgl;elltown koala

population has been comm

sioned the

Macarthur campus of the University of West-

ern Sydney.

Under the management
of Dr Robert Close, well-
known for his local re-
search into environmental
matters, it hopes to deter-
mine e where the
koalas are, their numbers,
and migration patterns.

The study vﬁﬂ involve
field identifications and
extensive research into

bitat.
haDi- Close seeks the help
of local residents who
know anything about _the
koala mov 4

fort, a as prepared
hundreds of question-
naires. :

He wants to find out
whether the animals are
only concentrated around
Wedderburn, or have
spread into Appin and if

- they wuse a corridor

stretching to  another

| known colony near Ayon
Dam

Those with information
can contact Dr Close a;
the university or throu,

) tijr(:-ampbe’fl-
‘tovvn.

The only other study
done of the koalas was a
six-week CSIRO report,
which merely concen-
trated on a small section
of Wedderburn and was

largely inconclusive.

Local koala campaigner

Sue Dobson has wel-

oy = e Ca

town deputy mayor, John
Hennessey, who de-

gcﬁhﬂ!”tf,as a “glftﬁ'gm |

ents or loca- - but -

issue has dragged on for |

more than two years.

Recently, the issue fi-
nally went to the Land and
En\"l'l'ﬂlllnﬁllt i Colll'l,
where the judge ruled the
development could tﬁo
ahead, but only at half the

i size and minus
four blocks on the escarp-
ment.

Technically, developers
can move their bulldozers
in anytime to startb%

union “‘green

|

on the site have prevented
this.

P owtewn g Le 10
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- Wilderness move

causes concern

By PAULINE RAE

PLANS to have the Kanangra-Boyd National
Park declared as wilderness have sparked
fears that the area will be totally cut off from
public use.

Wollondilly Council is concerned the nomination, by
the Oolon% ‘oundation for Wilderness, will isolate the
area from bushwalkers as well as maintenance workers
for the council and the Water Board.

“They (the Foundation) own nothing but want to tie
ﬁaﬂlﬂ; world,” said a concerned Shire President Frank

y

However, the National Parks and Wildlife Service
(NPWS) says a wilderness declaration would not pro-
hibit people from entering the area but would restrict
vehicle use. :

The Colong Foundation’s nomination, now being as-
sessed by the NPWS, includes land stretching north to
~ Katoomba, south to Colong Caves and the Oberon
Stock Route, west to Jenolan Caves and east to Lake
Burragorang. .

To protect the vast area, the Foundation recommends
roads in the huge Kanangra-Boyd area be ripped up and
revegetated. These roacE include Kanangra ‘an , the
Oberon Stock Route and the Old Cedar Road.

The Foundation feels roads are intruding on the se-
renity of the wilderness area which has, to a large ex-
tent, remained untouched.

Tt says four-wheel drive trails in the area are destroy-
ing the traditional trails from Jenolan Caves, damagi
native vegetation and causing soil compaction wﬂgﬁ
may lead to erosion,

The Foundation says the area has been threatened by

development throughout the past 30 years with pro-
posals ranging from quarrying to logging, the latest
threat being from resort developers.

A spokesman for the Foundation said people would
not be prohibited from entering the area.

“ Anyone can get to the wilderness area but they must
walk and explore it naturally,” he said.

«All we are attempting to do is keep damaging vehic-
les out,” he said.

“The wilderness declaration will allow people to ex-
plore the untouched area without modern day intru-
sions,” he said.

Although it sees the need for the area to be protected,
Wollondilly Council is worried the wilderness nomina-
tion will cut the area off from the public.

Chief Town Planner, Ron Lewis said the proposed
wilderness area was unacceptable because it would deny
access to the area’s recreational resources such as the
Ensign Berrallier Walk from Mittagong to Katoomba.

The Foundation said the Ensign Berrallier Walk actu-
ally damaged natural vegetation and it, in fact, opposed
the trail proposal.

The council will now write to MP for Southern High-
lands John Fahey and private landholders to inform
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them of the proposal and its concerns.

The Waterboard also has some minor operational

Uni orders

ALLE T T
Wilderaess affected by Kanangra Road

concerns which it intends to discuss with th W
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koala study

A $10,000 study of the Campbeiltow

n koala

population has been commissioned by the
Macarthur campus of the University of West-

ern Sydney.

Under the management
of Dr Robert Close, well-
known for his local re-
search into environmental
matters, it hopes to deter-
mine exactly where the
koalas are, their numbers,
and migration patterns.

The study will involve
field identifications and
extensive research into
habitat.

Dr Close seeks the help
of local residents who
know anything about the
koala movements or loca-
tion, and has prepared
hundreds of question-
naires.

He wants to
whether the animals are
only concentrated around
Wedderburn, or have
spread into Appin and if
they use a corridor
stretching to another
known colony near Avon
Dam.

Those with information
can contact Dr Close at
the university or throu;
PO Box 555 at Campbell-
town.

The only other study
done of the koalas was a
six-week CSIRO report,
which merely concen-
trated on a small section
of Wedderburn and was
largely inconclusive.

Local koala campaigner
Sue Dobson has wel-
colmed this new university
study, as has Campbell-
town deputy mayor, John
Hennessey, who de-
scribed it as a “gift from

|| heaven™.

find ot |

issue has dragged on for
more than two years.

Recently, the issue fi-
nally went to the Land and
Environment Court,
where the judge ruled the
development could go
ahead, but only at half Lﬁc
orginal size and minus
four blocks on the escarp-

ment.

Technically, developers
can move their bulldozers
in anytime to start work,
but union “green bans”
Ol]lli the site have prevented
this.




Lid.

“My personal effort has
been to preserve the
koalas, and 1 appreciate
and applaud the efforts of
the National Parks As-
sociation to establish the
O’Hares Creek nature re-
serve.

“I do not believe in any

4y that this two hectare
| "development will affect
the koalas’ habitat.”

Mr Lean said a small
number of the koalas were
sitnated north of the site,
" but most of them lived on

army land.

The main food of the
koalas is the eucalyptus
punctata, and these trees
are only found in only
small clumps on the west
of the gorge, from the
northern boundary of the
site, up to Kentlyn.

All land belonging to
Yap Yan Pin where koalas
have been seen will be
transferred to Campbell-
town Council as public re-
serve, as well as another
90ha buffer zone where
koalas have no habitat.

It is also true that previ-

isly established subdivi-
~_qons in Wedderburn are
far closer to the koala
| habitat than the disputed-

site is.
| Mr Lean said much of
| the debate had been
| fuelled by the emotional
feeling for koalas, but
when the facts had been
exposed, both the CSIRO

‘Liberal aldermen,

and the Land and Envi-

DEVELOPERS Yap Yan Pin insist they are ‘‘pro-keala”
and despite attacks by the environmentalists stress the koala
colony will not be hurt by the planned development. )
The project manager is surveyor Peter Lean, who is a senior
partner with Campbelltown’s Lean Lackenby and Hayward Pty

ronment Court supported
a controlled development.

Mr Lean’s stance has
been su%)perted by the
bulk of Independent and
who
argue that since council
can’t afford to buy the
land and the Government
won'’t, this is the only op-
tion.

In regard to the subdivi-
sion, the court has ord-
ered Yap Yan Pin to fol-
low an extensive conser-
vation agreement, which
will make it by far the
most environmentally
friendly housing site in
Campbelltown.

Mr Lean and a team of
experts have already
scoured the area to ensure
every significant site is
protected but invite con-
servationists to police
their actions.

Many environmental-
ists claim uncontrolled
dogs from the subdivision
would endanger the
koalas, but Mr Lean says
there are already dozens
of nearby properties with
dogs roaming through the
area, yet there has not
been one report of a koala
killed. :

“They also make grea
mileage of the comments
from the CSIRO report
which admitted dogs,
bushfire, and changes in
nurtrient or water regimes
could affect the habitat,”
Mr Lean said.

“But they always forget
to mention the report con-
cluded that the develop-
ment control plan and
voluntary  conservation
agreement by Yap Yan

Far from being an aloof bureaucrat, Mr Lean lives in the bush
and is a committed conservationist, whose knowledge of the
Wedderburn site is second to none.

“As a resident of Wedderburn, and an avid bushwalker, I ap-
preciate the unique bushland in our area and I am particularly
thrilled by the presence of the koalas,” he said.

Pin was sufficient to mini-
mise the risk of such ad-
verse consequences.”

A fire control expert
told the Land and Envi-
ronment Court there was
no significant bushfire
danger for the subdivi-
sion, as it was surrounded

on three sides by develop-'

ments and on the other
was subject to moist
winds.

Mr Lean said the road-
way would be well
blocked off, stopping

*hoons™ from driving cars’

through the bush tracks or
damaging the koala habi-
tat.

The road would be laid
carefully following exist-
ing tracks and damaged
scrub will be replaced.

He also pointed out the
area to be built on was not
virgin bushland, as the en-
tire site was cleared by the
former owner 20 years ago
for cattle grazing, and the
only bushland now pre-
sent is regrowth.

Mr Lean also said
claims of increases in silta-
tion were wrong.

Under the conditions of
approval, Yap Yan Pin
have to prevent transmis-
sion of soil, sediment and
waste pm(iucts from the
land by construction of
sedimentation fences ac-
ceptable to the Soil Con-
servation Service of NSW.

To preserve water qual-
ity and regulate effluent
disposal, the developer
will insist the subdivision
include individual aerobic
treatment systems.

“While some witnesses
cast doubt on the effi-

ciency of such systems, I
am satisfied by the evi-
dence . . . that the system
is adequate and capable of
controlling biological deg-
radation to an acceptable
standard,” Justice Stein
said in his judgement.
. Because of fears of
water C{uality, the four
blocks closest to the creek
have been disallowed and
thereby “all but eliminate
g detrimental nutrient
ect on the important
O’Hares Creek gorge”.
On the blocks them-
selves, residents will only
be allowed to build on a
small section, guided by

— A AT

tight environmental rul-
s :

as.

“I feel sorry for the de-
veloper, who bought the
land in good faith, only to
find later there were
koalas near the site,” he
said. : ol

“Yap Yan Pin compli
with ali) rules, fought to do
the right thing and trans-
ferred free of charge most
of its land to council for
environmental manage-
ment.

“We have abided by

. our responsibilities, now it

is to councit.”

¢l am sure the council
will not shirk its responsi-
bility,” Justice Stein said.

e
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over Wedderburn koala country

So says Sue Dobson,
the head of Campbell-
town Koala Association
(CKA), who has become
the figurehead of the
fight to stop subdivision
near the controversial
koala colony.

Also active in the fight
is the Macarthur branch
of the National Parks
Association (NPA) and
Campbelltown  Council
(the six Labor aldermen,
and Independents John
Hennessey and  Colin
Broadbridge).

The movement has
also gained the full sup-
port  of nearly every
major environmental
group in NSW.

But now the Land and
Environment Court has
supported development,
they are prepared to

fight, form picket lines,
and stand in front of
bulldozers.

Many of the issues the
environmentalists argue
are the same as Yap Yan
Pin’s, except they have
experts with totally dif-
ferent opinions.

Mrs Dobson said the
people of Campbelitown
do not want the site to
be developed, evidenced
by the enormous public
petition of 20,000 signa-
fures objecting to the
development.

“Why should we allow
our local environment
and disease-free koala
population to be placed

in danger, just to pad the—extent of koala ‘ha

wallet of the offshore de-
veloper?” she said.

“The threat to the
koalas is paramount, but
threats to natural envi-
ronment also come from

clearing, increases in
siltation environment,
pollution, septic systems,
pesticides, introduced

weeds, fertlizers, rubbish
dumping, and human in-
trusion,

“Vandalism to nearby
Aboriginal  sites. and
fauna is at risk due to
vehicles and domestic
pets.”

The opponents have
slammed  the environ-
mental  conditions  of
development, saying the
safety of the koala habi-
tat will hang on “ifs”and
llmayt}es-"’

at Wedderburn is on such a
fine balance that it Just can’t take any miore

The CSIRO re It
said the koalas’ ha itat
would not be in danger
“if and only if the condi-
tions are adhered to and
enforced . . 7.

In the Land and Envi-
ronment Court, Justice
Stein said: “If one can
be reasonably satisfied
that the land can be
sensitively developed

With the Wedderburn
environment, Mrs Dob-
son said these insecuri-
ties and voluntary agree-

ments are not good
enough.
“If they break the

conditions, there is noth-
ing we can do except
keep on taking them to
court, and who’s got the
money for that?” she
said.

“With voluntary coye-
nants in place, how will
council ascertain what
constitutes a  sensitive
Person as opposed to an
msensitive person?

“Will  guidelines
drawn up which are pro-
vided to the developer to
ensure what personality
traits are necessary for
4n appropriate purchas-
er?”

The CKA has put to-
gether pages of criticism
of the CSIRO Teport.

“The report states
openly that researchers
were not able to survey

and numbers of koalas
south of the study area
Temain to be investigat-
ed,” the group stated.
“They point out that
currently numbers of
koalas ‘present in and
around the study site are
unknown, nor are their

movements and home
ranges recorded,
“This  statement is

critical to the future sur-
vival of this colony.”

Mrs Dobson says one
of the major problems
was that the court made
its decision without a full
study on the koalas,

There have been stud-
ies on trees, habitat, and
water quality but no con-
certed effort on the
koalas themselves.

North™ coast campaig-

-north coast

be

ner Sue Arnold told the
Advertiser a new koala
development plan oper-
ated by University of
New England scientists
had already been
adopted by Lismore,
Byron Bay, and Tweed
Councils.

“It is now possible to
draw up koala manage-
ment plans which would
make the CSIRO report
look like 3 ballpark
guess, but these were not
considered by the court.

“Developments on the
similar to
Wedderburn have led to
the decimation of our

koala colonies.”

Dogs are also seen as
a major problem and al-
though it is claimed there
are already many dogs in
the area,” Mrs Dobson
said this was heresay,
and the fact is more
houses would bring more
dogs.

“It is also claimed the
koalas only eat euealyp-
ius punctata, but we disa-

gree and so do many ex-.
perts,” she said.

“It is not ‘the only
food, merely the pre-
ferred food, and my un-
derstanding is that koalas
cat up to 60 species of
gum ftrees,”

This refutes
CSIRO report and ex-
pert Dr Steven Cork,
who found Wedderburn
koalas were “strongly as-
sociated” with punctata.

Mrs  Dobson agreed
there were many proper-
ties closer to the koala

bit i i

E they were
settled earlier, and her
concern was to stop any
more development.

All parties believe Yap
Yan Pin should be com-
pensated, but claim the
company does not have
the right to “destroy™
the local environment.

Graham Douglas of
the NPA s concerned
with the potential impact
of nutrients, saying they
will introduce weeds and
have other  environmen-
tal effects.

Mr Douglas feels the
koala habitat is larger
than most people be-
lieve.

A “green” Campbell-
town Council wants the
area to stay that way.

Judge Siein said coun-

SUE Dobson.
cil should appoint rang-
ers, but environmental-
ists say that is merely
off-loading the responsi-
bility from the State
Government to council,

Mayor Jim Kremmer js

unsure council could af-
ford a ranger, and even
then the ranger would
have little real power
and absolutely no power
to prosecute “on private
land,

Labor MP Peter Prim-
rose has repeatedly said
it is not the council’s re-
sponsibility, legally or
morally, and the State
Government wag merely
looking for a scapegoat.




New ba
for k

By JEFF McGILL

DESPITE more than two
Land and Environment

gears of protests, the
ourt last week gave

official approval to the construction of a hous-

ing subdivision on land

koala colony.

This move has infuri-
ated local environmental-
ists, unions and Campbell-
town aldermen, all of
whom have vowed to fight
the decision, .

The court said there
Was no reason that the
Planned residential devel-
:Ements should not g0

ead, i four

prowding
"Hares

blocks along the
Creek escarpment were
removed.

Opponents claim the
decision will threaten one
of Australia’s last remain-
ing disease- koala
colonies, y

Developers, Yap Yan

in, are now legally free
to move onto the site to
begin work, but a union
‘i’greeu ban” is preventing
this,

_Environmental groups
Are now orgamising picket
lines, the unions are con-
tacting members and [ocal
politicians have vowed to
“stand in front of bulldoz-
m”

The approved develop-
ment will involve 22 [ots of
two hectares being con-
structed, with Yap Yan
Pin transferring 275ha to
Campbelltown Council as
Open space reserve. .

To date, council has
refused to grant develop-
ment consent, sayi any
development would have
an adverse effect on the
Koala colony, bushland,
and rare plant species,

After these refusals,

near the Wedderburn

Yap Yan Pin appealed to
the court.

On Friday, Justice Stein
said approval of the 2ha
subdivision, as it stood,
involved too great a risk to
the koala colony and was
alone sufficient to justify
refusal, ;

However, he said that if
the developer removed
the four escarpment
blocks, {(which Yap Yan

Pin will now do), the pro-

posal would then be an
“acceptable develop-
ment”.

“The deletion of these
lots and their dedication
as public reserve, will, in
my opinion, adequately
Pmtect the koala colony,”

ustice Stein said, :

“It is difficult to see why
consent should not be

iven to a reduced 22 x

a subdivision.”

He stated that whereas
the koalas would be best
protected by no develop-
ment, neither the State or
Federal Governments had
made any effort to acquire
the land.

Therefore, he said, the
best solution is for “sensi-
tive development”,

In this event, Justice
Stein said the responsibil-
ity for the koalas’ welfare
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would lie with council and
the National Parks and
Wildlife Service (NPWS).

He said there was also
an obligation on both
bodies to strictly police
the area and enforce any

breach of the conservation -

agreement — if necessary,
in the Land and Environ-
ment Court.

Sue Dobson, of the

Campbelitown Koala As- bulldozers if the ‘green

sociation (CKA), de-

" scribed the decision as .

“totally unacceptabie”.

She has also appealed
to people to contact her to
volunteer for protests and
picket lines to stop the
development.

The Federated Engine
Drivers and Firemen’s As-
sociation (FEDFA) has
pledged to continue their
building trades group
“green ban”, preventing

|

any development on the
site. .
Project manager, Peter
Lean, said he would be
meeting with Yap Yan Pin
later in the week to discuss
the issue.

Campbelltown Mayor,
Jim Kremmer, and local
MP, Peter Primrose, have
told the Advertiser that

bans are broken.

Federal MP for Werri-
wa, John Kerin, has also
said he would join in_any
protests, if the matter had
to be “fought on the
ground”.

Major environment

oups are also geared up
gr a fight, with the head
of the Australian Conser-
vation Foundation, Peter
Garrett, being informed
about the proceedings.

LOCAL environmentalists and

politicians have joined in

a final plea to the State Government to intervene and buy
the Wedderburn land from the developers.

This follows the approval of development last week,
and protesters say Government action is the only way to

—_—

Tﬂdate,fheStateGoverumenthﬂsrefumdtobuylhe F
land, saying the whole issue was none of their responsi-

said, ¢ opinion the colony is important not only to
 the local aliga,_ but to the State as a whole.”
Environmental groups say su the State’s environ-
ment is the responsibility of therggate- Government.
When contacted by the Advertiser a spokesman for En-
vimnmentMinisterTimMooresaidﬂlatitwasmthis
responsibility, but the Planning ’s.
However, the spokeswoman for Planning Minister
David Hay had failed to respond by the time of going to

press.
Sue Dobson of the Campbelitown Koaia Association
(CKA) said the develo r does not want the problems of

pmtwis,armtsandgreenhans,andmaybewﬂlingto

“Yap Yan Pin bought the land in good faith and
should be reimbursed, money which would be a drop in
the ocean for a State Government,”” she said.

Campbelltown alderman, Peter Primrese, said that
the State Government had always said the ms:; wasn’t
their responsibility, et bought land occupied by koalas
onthenorthmi:ty—ina Coalition electorate.

Graham Douglas, of the National Parks Association,
has called on theStaleGovernmcntlomakeﬂ:eama
part of the proposed Dharawal Nature Reserve.

“Clearly it is disappointing, but what is important
now is thatasmuchlandaspcssib!ebededicatednsa
nature reserve,’’ he said. g

““The court has given a clear message to the Greiner
Government that the koalas warrant the best protec-
tion.” d :

® HAVE your say on Wedderburn. Pases 10 11




A JUDGE has overruled
Campbelltown Council and agreed
‘to Yap Yan Pin Pty Ltd proceeding
with a rural type housing subdiv-
ision in the general area of the
Wedderburn koala colony.
However, leading environmentalist Sue

Dobson told The Chronicle vesterday that
the decision did not offer koalas any
protection.

Suwe, speaking on behalf of the
Campbelltown Koala Association, said she

was unhappy with the judgement. which in

‘né way ncgated the dangers to the koala
colony from urbanisation.

“The subdivision of the land will bring
with it the risk of fires, vandalism and
uncontrolled pets,” she said.

Ms Dobson said the association would
fight on and rely on union bans to stop the
proposed housing development.

“The whole thing has become political —
the trouble is we live in a Labor stronghold
and have a Liberal governmnent,” she said.

Judge Paul Stein in the Land and
Environment Court last Friday gave con-
sent to Yap Yan Pin developing a subdiv-
ision of 22 lots of 2ha on what was formerly
part of the Yeoman's estate.
~ The subdivision site is several kilometres

The Chronicle 22nd May 1990
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by ALLAN CLEAVER

away from the nearest known koala habitat
and is confined to the southern section of
the land owned by Yap Yan Pin.

Under the terms of the judgement, the
company will have to give 283ha of its total
holding of 371ha to council as public
FEserve.

In making his finding, Judge Stein
virtually upheld an appeal by Yap Yan Pin
against the refusal of its subdivision pro-
posal by Campbeiltown Council.

This proposal was for a subdivision of 26
lots of 2ha, but the judge granted consent for
subdivision of only 22 lots — deleting four
lots which he regarded as being too close to
the koala habitat.

 The four lots are now included in the
283ha which the company must give to
council as public reserve. The 2ha subdiv-
ision proposal was a compromise fo an
earlier proposal by Yap Yan Pin — also
rejected by the council — for a subdivisien
of 26 lots each of 4ha. '

This earlier proposal was also before
Judge Stein on appeal, but he refused
consent on the grounds that its potential
impact on the koala community was unac-
ceptable. Although the court had only

limited information on the
= — koala population, it was
clear that the colony was a
significant one, he said.

He said the colony was
important not only to the
loeal area, but to the State as
a whole.

Judge Stein said approval
of the 2ha subdivision as it
stood involved too great a
risk to the koala colony and
this was sufficient to justify

O TO PAGE 2

T T

~ o

Koala case

0O FROM PAGE 1
refusal of the application.

The only acceptable devel-
opment was of 22 2ha resi-
dential lots, excluding four of
the lots.

The judge said the deletion
of four lots would adequately
protect the koala colony pro-
ﬂged the owners acted sen-
sibly in their occupation
the land and council smclfyf
enforced conditions of con-

. sent and properly managed

-y

the crucial public reserve
areas,

“Ideally, it may well be
said that the koala can best
be protected through no
developmnent,” he said.

“But the zoning remains
which permits rural residen-
tial subdivision — indeed,
subdivision development far
greater in extent than that
contained in the 2ha appli-
cation.”

Project Manager for Yap
Yan Pin Peter Lean said he
hoped all parties would ac-
cept the umpire’s decision.

*I hope they will work with
me in ensuring that the
development proceeds with
all the environmental protec-
tion required by Judge Stein
and further assist me in the
management of the area set

© side for the protection of the

flora and fauna,” he said,
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DISTRIBUTION, POPULATION
SIZE AND DISPERSAL

OF KOALAS AT
WEDDERBURN, NSW

DR ROBERT CLOSE that the combined effects of land clearance
and hunting destroyed koala colonies," Dr

One of Australia’s native marsupials, Close said. "In June 1986, however, the

which was shot in large numbers in the animals were rediscovered and since then

early 1900s, came under the spotlight the Campbelltown branch of the National

again in 1990, but for a vastly different Parks Association, has been accumulating

reason. While large numbers of koalas a list of koala sightings.

were shot for their skins, colonies in the

Campbelltown area have slowly returned "Apart from these sightings, the only

after an apparent absence of 50 years - other consistent records of koalas between

prompting Dr Robert Close, senior Sydney and Nowra since 1975 have been

lecturer in biological sciences at UWS 120 sightings in the Avon Dam area. This

Macarthur, to commence a study focu_sing scarcity of koalas in the South and the

on one of Australia’s best ambassadors. proximity of the Campbelltown koalas to

Sydney makes the Campbelltown colony

At Campbelltown, like many other areas especially valuable," Dr Close said.
throughout the eastern coast, it's thought
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earmarked for sale

By ALEX MITCHELL

THE State Government is
poised for another major sale of
Crown land for residential
‘development along the banks of
the Georges River, south-west
of Sydney.

The sell-off of 500 hectares of
open space bushland has been
recommended by Purdon Associ-
ates Pty Ltd, a Canberra-based
consultancy, in a report to Plan-
ning Minister David Hay.

The area earmarked for residential
development, commercial recreation
and tourist accommodation is
almost a quarter of the Georges
River Open Space which stretches
between Liverpool and Appin.

The consultant’s report has
stirred widespread opposition from
environment groups, Campbell-
town Council and some local
residents.

Campbellitown Mayor Jim
Kremmer said yesterday: “The
Government should keep its hands
off our open space.

“It is only in this for the $70
million it will get out of selling it.

“I call on the Premier to override
the Minister for Planning (David
Hay) as he did in the recent North
Sydney dispute.

“I expect councils across Sydney
and also the environmental groups to
support us in this issue and express
their concern to the Government.”

Mr Kremmer said there were a
number of very important reasons
for opposing the land sale.

“I see the Georges River Open
«Space as not just the lungs of the
southwest, but part of the lungs of
Sydney,” he said.

“Some of the fauna here are
endangered. For example, there are
platypus, lyre birds and wedge-
tailed eagles, and this area is close
to the Wedderburn Koala colony.

“There is also the inevitable

NIIO.‘J..

pollution of the Georges River
itself from the run-off from
medium density housing so close to
the river. There was no discussion
of the Government's report with
the council throughout its prepara-
tion and it has been presented in a
very unacceptable manner.”

The GeorFes River Open Space
covers half the length of the
Georges River and extends from
Appin to Casula with a river
frontage of 46 kilometres. It has a
total area of 2,345 hectares held in
public and private ownership.

Undisturbed

A series of reports prepared for
and endorsed by Governments
since the days of the late Premier
Sir Robert Askin have recom-
mended the preservation of the
area’s natural bushland and its
gradual extension through a con-
tinuing Government-funded acqui-
sition program.

One such report, prepared by
Croft and Associates in 1983,
recommended that the area be
taken over by the National Parks
and Wildlife Service as a State
Recreation Reserve.

The Croft report endorsed the
1968 Sydney Region Outline Plan
which “designated a belt of bush-
land adjoining the headwaters of
the Georges River as the location
for a major new open space zone.

The area was selected because of its
largely undisturbed condition, the
high recreation value of the river
and its proximity to the Macarthur
growth district.”

However, Mr Hay's Planning
Department is now seriously con-
sidering the recommendations of
the recently reieased Purdon
Report which includes the sale of
499 ha, the non-acquisition of 112
ha, the retention of 953 ha and the
acquisition of 188 ha.

Concerned local residents have
formed the Save The Georges River
Campaign to fight the Govern-
ment’s sell off plans.

The campaign's convenor,
Alderman Anne Penn, of Camp-
belltown, said: “This is the greatest
threat to our local environment,

“It is pristine bushland with lots
of wild life. There are few areas in
Sydney that have these characteris-
tics outside the National Parks.

“The Government is in for a
huge fight if it proceeds to sell this
land off for profit,” said Ald Penn.

Gabrielle Kibble, director of the
State Planning Department, has
rejected criticism of the Purdon
Report and argued that the envi-
ronmental value of much of the
Georges River has never been
questioned and is not under threat.

She also said she hoped the
report would be the basis of
“rational debate”,

“No final decisions will be taken
without further consultation with
the Campbelitown Council,” she
said. “We are committed to retain-
ing a major portion of the open
space area.”

However, Dr Robert Close, lec-
turer in biology and environmental
science at the Macarthur Institute,
remains concerned,

He said the river was a delicate
€co-system supporting a wide range
of native animals which would be
placed under severe pressure by the
proposed development
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Macarthur Advertiser 2nd August, 1989
Koalas need friends
| SUPPORT the koala colony of Wedderburn. |

think we should let them live without develop-
ment or pollution of their habitat. :

The people of Campbelltown should support the
E:.ljnpbelltown Council in their efforts to save the

as.

‘The NSW Minister for Planning, Mr David Hay, has
given the Wedderburn koala colony the flick.

‘To say Campbelltown has had its share of money
shows the NSW Government’s lack of concern for
Campbelltown residents. :

No school for St Andrews, the closure of Camden
Children’s Ward and the Wedderburn koalas will be de-
stroyed if more developments move in to poison their
habitat. No bridge for Minto,

The NSW Government’s next exercise will be to sell

The Chronicle 8th August, 1989

Cheit

Save koalas"plan
QUITE a lot of reports on protests about the development
of the Wedderburn district and the saving of the koalas in

that area have been published in both the local and Sydney
papers.

off Georges River, open space for developers to have a

field day, &ossibly to the tune of $80 million.
fajThc NSW Government has turned off its lights on our
T city.
e Miss R Colebough,

Macarthur Advertiser 16th August, 1989

Ambarvale Heights.

& -

The Australian koala story will not have a
traditional happy ever after ending if we do not
act now, not only here in Campbelltown, but in
NSW as a whole. .

‘People will never allow another mass slaughter of
.koalaspas they have in early years, but bushfires and the
clearing of forests are still major threats. Australia has
less than five per cent of its various habitats set aside as
National Parks and nature reserves, while farmlands are
losing more and more trees. : ; :
~ Preserve the habitat and you preserve the animals is
‘the basic principle of nature conservation. .

. The 'ﬁegd is uprgent'to save remaining koala habitats.
‘When the Europeans arrived in 1788 the koala was com-
‘mon in the dry forest country from the south-east of

1 South Australia through Victoria and New South Wales

into Queensland. S5

Their numbers were in the millions, and for some
years the koala entered a hal?'tm period as the Atgonﬁl-
‘nal hunters were swept away by the white settlers in the
all too common pattern for indigenous people around
| the world. Zm- o
The slaughter to near extinction began early in this
stury and the numbers of koalas killed were stagger-

and so the slaughter had become a flood and
skins were sent out from the eastern States. b d

The koalas 6f South Australia were wiped out. The
numbers in Victoria fell so dramatically that in the 1920s
the estimated population was some 500. NSW also suf-
fered a dramatic decline.

With our oldest known fossil koala being found in
rocks of 15 million years ago, this animal has had a long
history of evolutionary adjustment to our land.

Slaughtered for their skins and now to be slaughtered
because their forests are now under massive threats
from developers, we have a right to demand that the last
koala habitat in this State be protected. :

No development at Wedderburn should be the name
of the day, from Wedderburn to Appin to Bulli it should
be declared (nature reserve and a National Park area),
including Crown land, water catchment area, State for-
est and the army ‘H’ range, including the Yap Yan Pin
Pty Ltd development and any other private land needed
to endorse the saving of this magnificent, valuable, pris-
tine wilderness which contains koalas, Aboriginal sites,
rare trees and plants, a unique wildlife basin, rare fish
and many bird species. :

‘Thousands of dollars are collected in this State each
year in the name of the koala, the money goes out of

SW and is never used to save koala habitats in this
State. We ask you, the people of NSW to endorse our
stand on the saving of this unique area. ;

Sue Dobson,
Chai
Campbelitown Committee
v To Save Wedderburn Koala
Colony.

- g

~ - e —

I have h‘ad the experience during my lifetime of over 80
years of witnessing two colonies of koalas being wiped out,
| and the same thing will

happen at Weddeburn 'un-
less certain precautions are
taken.

In my youth I worked in a
sawmill on the South Coast
where huge forests of trees
existed.

One would often see a
koala running from a tree
after it was felled,

Hundreds of koalas were
in these great forests,

Every few years fires
would rage throughout these
forests destroying most
wildlife, including koalas,

Some, of course, would
SUrvive,

Since the woodchip indus-
try started 20 years ago fire,
have become more frequent
as many thousands of lovely
trees have been hewn down
and tree tops left in the bush,
which is a real fire hazard.

Evidently someone
brought several koalas to the
Wedderburn area in the last
few years.

I have spoken to some of
the old hands who were born
there ands they declare there
weren’t any koalas there
until recently.

Also, the council
empoloys rangers to search
through the bushland.

If there was evidence of
the koalas being there, why
didn’t they inform the coun-
cil before allowing the
dvelopers to purchase this
huge area of land.

There is only one way to
save the few koalas at
Wedderburn.

This is to develop five
hectares in several areas,
leaving the same amount for
the protection of the koalas.

If a bushfire did start, the
residents livisg in the homes
could immediately ring the
local brigades.

These koalas must be
saved and at the same ap-
proval must be given for a
certain amount of buildings.

Bon Wrightson,
Campbelltown.

L - e
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The story so far by Jeff McGill

In late January 1989,
the developers’ compro-
mise “two-hectare” offer
was put before the council
and once again Mr Krem-
mer used his casting vote
to defeat a motion for ac-
ceptance of the plan.

R/[r Kremmer said he
believed his action re-
flected the community’s
view. T

The two groups at the
forefront of the fight - the
Macarthur branch of the
NPA and the Save the
K‘Qa]as-'Gothitte'e - WEre

~ both opposed to the com-

promise plan as it stood.

Mr Kremmer however
did state that the compro-
mise “had a lot of merit™
-and praised the develop-
ers’ “responsible atti-
tude”, but he was still
dedicated to fight the
L e t_t b [

‘able the NPA to agree to
‘the compromise. These
‘were: e :

- @That the NPA be
satisfied with the environ-
‘mental assessment carried
‘out, but not made public;

@ Four blocks on the

‘edge of the escarpment be
removed from the subdivi-
sion;

‘ment to make a firm com-
‘mitment to the early es-
tablishment of the pro-
posed Dharawal Nature
Reserve in the O’Hares
Ck area;

@ The council to assiﬁn
extra ranger patrols to the
area in the interim; and

@ Further consultations

take place with the NSW

Trades and Labor Council
and relevant unions.
Julie Sheppard said the
potential now existed to
acheive a nature reserve,
which with the inclusion

of the remainder of the

land oﬁ_Fin_a‘lly proposed
for development but now
to be given over to the
council, that would ex-
ceed the original nature

@ The State Govern-
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In mid-January the
COSWK began raising a

petition asking thecouncil

to reject 313l further
development schemes and

continue the fight to have
gional Open Space.
~ During a council meet-
ing on February 14, more
than 50 outraged residents
stormed into the public

-ﬁﬂer}ﬁéﬁmt&sﬁn over
ede‘v opment p

cheers and 1'g EEIE
Ald Hennessev arrived-

The protesters waved

- placards and showed their

support for Ald Hennes-

sey with loud applause.

-T%ui:- the laughter sub-

sided as serious debate got

“underway, with protestors

_" jeesri-ng;s_:ﬁe'ake"fs’v‘fho sup-

- ported the compromise

 offered by the company.

- Non-Labor aldermen
tried to rescind the deci-
sion made at the previous
council meeting.

Sue Dobson’s petition
~of 13,500 signatures was
presented to the council.

developm 7

! on to Premier
, who they hoped
“would intervene.

In March, Mr Kremmer
re-stated his belief that
rezoning the area as Re-

— gional Open Space was
still *“‘the koalas’ only real
chance and is rapidly gain-
ing - widespread ~ com-
munity support”.

_Yet the ‘“pro-koala”
forces seemed to be get-
ting nowhere, meeting
only brick walls,

By this time the original
approval for the sub-divi-
sion had expired, but the
developers refrained from
lodging a new develop-
ment application, know-
mi% it would probably be
Te Ir.}l}sseiad 4

nstead, 1€ have
opted to waitt?gysee how

the council’s fight to de-
clare the area Regjonal

‘Open Space proceeds.

_ However, with progress
slow and the Govle)mﬂi'éﬁf
seemingly determined not
to bow down to the coun-
cil and environmentalist
demands, it is presumed”
the developers will soon’
make another application,
this time for their original
_If the council refuses
this, Yap Yap Pin Ltd will
probably take the matter
1o the Land and Environ-
ment Court. ;
~In mid-June a spokes-

an for Mr Greiner said it
was not necessary to re-
zone the site as Regional
Open Space.
_ Mr Hay also stated that
that the Planning Depart-
ment was initiating discus-
sions with the NPWS and
Council to organise a
study to “thoroughly
evaluate” the extent and
condition of the koala
colony, the possible im- -
pacts of development and

the preferred means of
protecting the colony.
At the same time, Op-
position  Environment
spokesman Pam Allan
ts_lll&mfmeﬂ the decision of

€ government to export
koalas to Japan while it
“ignored” the threatened
Wedderburn colony.

The move was also at-

‘tacked by the council and

the koala groups.
_ Mr Moore said the deci-
im'n to ;fgd:the koalas to
apan had-nothiny to <

% Ifg;&w S
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The story so far: The E
_ to save the
Koalas !
started on a promising
note with the State

"

ing estate.

But the Government,
in a sudden turnabout,
lifted this order some
weeks later to be -
replaced by a voluntary
covenant which would
allow “‘controlled”
development of the
area.

Environmentalists
slammed the move and
the council pointed out
that such agreements
were impossible to
police.

Efforts were made to
persuade the
Government to acquire
the koala habitat and
include it in the

roposed Dharawal

Natural reserve.

The Government

ied responsibility.

As the public support

he campaign grew
<wd Unions imposed a
“‘green ban” to stop any
development work, a
special CSIRO report
was commissioned to
determine what action
was necessary.

On October 15, the
largest public rally so
far was attended b
aldermen, MPs an
0 ion spokesmen.
Both Environment
Minister Tim Moore and
Planning Minister David
Hay declined invitations
to attend. .

. The meeting adopted a
_resolution to ask the poli-
icians present to intro-
{.,-Jucc a Bill which would
excuse the housing estate
from the provisions of the
T  onmental Planning
| An—Assessment Act and
- ' 1Local Government Act,
and turn the estate into a
nature reserve as part of a
national park.
The meeting also called
| on the council to co-oper-
ate with the committee’s
solicitors in determining
| means to have the devel-
opment declared invalid.

Mr Kremmer implored
Premier Greiner to inter-
vene.

Mrs Dobson stressed
that the problem was not
“that very little of the

habitat occurs on

“ development”, but that

increased public access
would mean more people,
more dogs and cats and
much greater risk to fauna
in the area.

the land proposed for

The story so far by Jeff McGill

On October 18, the
much-awaited CSIRO re-
port was presented to the
council, but failed to
acheive any concrete re-
sults, - as both sides
claimed the report fa-
voured their own argu-
ments,

The study, carried out
by the CSIRO’s Wildlife
and Ecology Division,
said that the sub-division
would not extend into
prime koala habitat.

It was hailed by Yap
Yap Pin as largely vindi-
cating their position in the
controversy.

It found that all areas of
prime koala habitat were
outside the boundaries of
the proposed residential
lots and none of the euca-
lyptus food chains was on
the blocks.

~ However, it also
stressed that undue dis-
turbance to the koalas
could result from harass-
ment by domestic ani-
mals, especially dogs, or
‘excessive use of the area
by humans.

This was hailed by the
opponents of the sub-divi-
s100.

In conclusion, the re-
port resolved that pro-
vided guidelines laid down
by the National Parks and
Wildlife Service were ob-
served, the koala colony
would not be at risk.

With the State Govern-
ment claiming victory, the
council moved decisively
to quash any develop-
ments with a calculated
strategy designed to foil
the Asian company be-
hind the development and
permanently protect the
koalas.

The council decided to:

@ Prepare a new Draft
Local Environment Plan
(LEP) which would, with
State Government con-
sent, rezone the proposed
subdivision as Regional
Open Space; :
@ Ask Planning Minister
David Hay to formally
agree to the rezoning; and
- @ Seek expert legal advice
on how to revoke the
council’s existing approval
without incurring liability
for huge compensation.

Regional Open Spae
zoning would prevent the
housing sub-division

going ahead and would
mean the State Govern-
ment would have to buy

the estate from Yap Yap

" The State Government
refused the requeste

CSIRO report, the union
ban was'the iy actor
‘preventing the developers

ifrom starting the road-
‘works on the sub-division.

Because of this “green
ban”, it seemed unlikely

that work could start be-

fore the council’s approval
of the various stages of the

sub-division expired be-
tween November and
March. L

If the council revoked
the existing approval in
the meantime, it could
face claims for compensa-
tion running to miltions of
dollars.

Council asked the Gov-
ernment to indemify it
against any such claims,
but this was refused.

Environment Minister
Tim Moore said the coun-
cil could revoke its devel-
opment approval with the
stroke of a pen, but the
council argued that this
was incorrect and that a
laborious legal process,
which was started, was
necessary.

The council replied by
stating that the Govern-
ment could resolve the
matter by simply restoring
the conservation order,
but a firm “no” still fol-
lowed.

The developers insisted
that the Government
would have to purchase
the land if it were rezoned
as Regional Open Space.

In turn, the Govern-
ment blamed the council
for giving the original ap-
proval for the rezoning in
1982, but Mayor Jim
Kremmer said as he was
not even an alderman at
the time and he refused to
take responsibility.

“As Mr Moore should
not have to accept respon-
sibility for decisions made
by previous State Govern-
ments, why should the
present  Campbelitown
Council be blamed for
mistakes made by our
predecessors?” Mr Krem-
mer said.

Mr Moore accused
council of “playing poli-
tics” and emarking on a
“campaign of lies and dis-
tortion™.
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* KOALA
SUMMI

In mid-November the
much-publicised  State
Government Koala Sum-
mit was held in Sydney.

Mr Kremmer labelled
the summit as a “cynical
public relations exercise”
which was supported b;'
environmentalists ~ who
claimed the summit had
resolved nothing.

“While the Greiner
Government embarks on
its expensive promotional
campaign, its real attitude
to koalas is evidenced by.

its refusing to lift a finger
to save the colo .,:ﬁj{éwgd;:

L

Mtﬁguéme a council-

repared Local Environ-
?n!bnt Plan (LEP) aimed at
rezoning the land Re-
gional Open Space was
approved by the council.
owever, Mr Hay re-
jected it, giving two rea-

sons.

@ The LEP had not jus-
tified the acquisition of
the land for Regional
‘Open Space purposes.

@1t was understood
that planning controls
could ge used to protect
the site. :

These “‘planning con-
trols” were the fact that
the council was now in re-
ceipt of an alternative
development  proposal
which proposed two- hec-
tare lots, instead of four-
hectare ones, and dedi-
cated the remaining land
as local open space.

Mr Hay suggested that
the council consider the
planning alternatives as a
means of resolving any
conflict between the pro-
posed development and
protection of koalas.

In December, Mr Hay’s
refusal of the Regional
Open Space LEP was put
before the council, which
decided by the narrow
margin of 8-7 to reject his
reasons.

With 14 of the 15 alder-
men present, the vote tied

at 7-7, which meant that
Mayor Kremmer used his
casting vote to pass the
resolution.

However, several alder-

men lodged a rescission
motion which sought to
overturn that decision,
but the motion was again
defeated 8-7.

et
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This was after an inves-

| tigation by the National

Parks and Wildlife Service

| in 1982 reported there was

- no sensitive fauna in the
area. s
However, in 1986 the

| Macarthur branch of the

National Parks Associa-
- tion discovered a koala
colony in the area and
began closely monitoring
it.

A __hel;igd—t,hcrsaé?gs.
‘campai cgan, as the
mu!?cﬂgannd tI%“ﬁPWS‘ at-
tempied to acheive some
formal protection for the
koalas and their habitat.

- It was felt essential to
maintain a “fair degree of
secrecy about the koalas
| to avoid unwelcome in-

| truders”.

When in May 1988, the
NPA learnt that the com-

| mencement of work on

the sub-division at Wed-
derburn was imminent,

| the organisation went
public about the existence

~wider attention to the

problem.

The koalas were found
initially over an area of
5200 hectares, mainly on
army land with restricted
access to the public.

But the koalas were
also found in a guily and
along the edge of the

- O’Hares Ck gorge - both

within the planned Yeo-
mans Estate.

‘And here the battle to
save the animals began,
destined to become a sub-
ject that would dominate
local news and involve the
council, environmental-
ists, unions, developers
and the State Govern-
ment.

Mr Moore told the local
media it was time for a co-
ordinated effort to “save
one of the world’s most
lovable creatures”.

Responding to the ac-
tions of the Environment
Minister, Yap Yap Pin
developers made the gift

 of transferring 90 hectares

en :'_af_ﬂze-'Yeomanstszaig sulzv
ipbelitown Council had zoned

of the estate to Campbell-
town Council as a public
reserve. =
However, they still
planned to build the bal-
ance of the estate as 26
rural lots with a minimum
area of four hectares.
Eight of these blocks bor-
dered the koala habitat.

OPTIMISTC
START
Realising the danger to
the koalas if the sub-divi-

-sion went ahead, the

Macarthur branch of the
National Parks Associa-
tion quickly called for
State ?}ovemmsnt action
to protect the animals.
itial local interest was
swiftly aroused and Mem-
ber for Campbelltown
Michael Knight made pro-
tection requests for the
koalas in Parliament.
The colony was soon

found to be more exten- .
sive than first thought

GOVERNMENT
TURNABOUT

«Despite the early suc-'
cess, environmental ap-
plause for the State Gov-
emment was to turn
quickly to abuse.

Mr Moore announced 3 -

sudden turnabout on his
decision and announced a
new “‘conservation agree-
ment” with the develop-
ers, lifting: the Interim
Protection Order he had
issued only weeks earlier.
wmeiiI  Moore said the
order would be replaced

by a “‘voluntary covenant’”"

which would allow sub-
division development in
the area of the koala habi-
tat to proceed.

He said the covenant
would strictly control land-
development, with tree-
felling and clearance to be
severely restricted and
residents with dogs would

be required to keep them
under strict supervision on
their own land. -

Furious environmental-
ists slammed the move.

NPA branch secretary
Julie Sheppard said Mr
Moore was “selling out
the Wedderburn koala
colony” and called the
covenant “virtually
worthless”.

Ms She also
branded Mr Moore’s ear-
lier guarantees as a hollow
gesture and said that rely-

ing on the goodwill of fu-

. ture landowners was not a

ﬁ;)od enough mfeguard
r the future of the
koalas.

Campbelltown Council
argued that conservation
agreements of this type
were impossible to police.

_ habitat lan

“How do you force a
landholder taking his dog
for a stroll to keep it on its
leash, and how do you tell
a dog that has been
dumped in the bush to go
home and get a leash?”
one alderman asked.

In July, the NPA began
a public appeal for funds
to save the colony from
destruction, with the do-
nated money to be used to
buy the affected part of
the planned subdivision.
They were supported in
their efforts by the coun-
cil, the initial plans being
‘to pursuade the Govern-
ment to acguirc the koala
and include it
in the proposed Dharawal
Nature Reserve.
However, the Govern-
ment denied responsibil-
ity and refused to contrib-
ute any money towards

with the 68th sightin
made in the first week o
June 1988.

RcspondinE to the
mounting public interest,
Environment Minister
Tim Moore visited the site
and ceremoniously nailed
an Interim Protection
Order to a tree in front of
an array of media repre-
sentatives.

The order announced
that under the National
Parks and Wildlife Act the
animals’ habitat would be
protected for 12 months,
putting a freeze on the
housing estate until a full
assessment was made.

The widely-applauded
order was the first of its
type in the State and be-
cause it had to be gazet-
ted, Mr Moore instructed
the Government Printer
to publish a special edition
at midnight on Friday,
June 3, 1988.

. purchasing the land from

developers,

On July 30, more than
150 people attended a
meeting at Wedderburn to
protest the government’s
“sellout”’,

The open-air gathering,
organised by the NPA,
was held at the end of Vic-
toria Rd beside the en-
trance gates to the sub-
division.

It was attended by
Campbelltown Mayor
Peter Primrose, Member
for Campbelltown Mich-
ael Knight, Labor, [iberal
and Independant alder-
men and concerned peo-
ple from as far away as
Blacktown. .
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ment’s last word on the
subject.

In response, the depu-
tation took with them a
final request for the Gov-
ernment to declare the en-
dangered koala habitat as
Regional Open Space.

This would cost the
State Government about
$2 million, due to the cost
of buying out the contro-
versial sub-division
planned to be built in the
area the koalas now in-
habit.

The land in Wedder-
burn was zoned residen-
tial in 1982 and sold to
developers, but last year
an almost-unique disease-
free colony of koalas was
confirmed to exist, before
any building took place.

Since then Campbell-
town Council and envi-

. ronmental groups have
fought hard to stop devel-
opment in the area.

A furious Sue Dobson
has vowed to t on and
said the battle has simply
entered another phase.

“The unions have al-
ready given us their sup-
port with a total green ban
on the area, so no roads,
houses or services can be
installed.”

Mrs Ddbson says more
protests wiil now be"(_){ga..
nised and they may even
establish a “‘koala embas-

sy”’ out the front of State

Parliament House.

S Mk
Last word
The meeting was de-

' signed to be the Govern-

12th July, 1989

e
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FIGHT

Groups battling to save the Wedderburn koala
colony have vowed to keep fighting, despite
yet ancther refusal by the State Government
to support moves to declare the controversial
area as Regional Open Space. -

met Planning

A special deputation
Ppe inister

David Hay in his Sydney
offices on Monday fo dis-
cuss the struggle that has
dominated local news for

the past year.
owever, the deputa-
tion . members were

shocked by Mr Hay’s
“lack-of-action justifica-
tions” and said they were
algpa]led by his statement
that Campbelitown had
already received “its fair

share” of Government
money.

The deputation in-
cluded mpbelltown

Mayor Jim Kremmer, Al-

City Planner

tee spokeswoman

1.

~_Hard fight
“This is a crucial na-
tional issue but we had to

fight hard just to meet
with Mr Hay.

“We couldn’t see (Envi-
ronment Minister) Tim
Moore because he’s in
Tokyo talking to the Japa-
nese about koalas— mind
you he refused to come
out to Wedderburn to our
koalas.”

Several other groups |
such as the Koala Council |

of NSW and Greenpeace
have condemned Mr
Hay’s refusals.

Council will now ap-
proach Federal Environ-
ment Minister Graeme
Richardson for the $2 mil-
lion funding.

NEXT WEEK: The
battle so far. In a special
feature, the Macarthur
Advertiser will present a

report on the history, per- |

sonalities and politics 3{
the fight the save the Wed-
derburn koalas.

- derman John Hennessey,
Richard
Meaker and Save Wed-
derburn. Koala Commit-

Sue

By JEFF McGILL

Deputation members
told the Macarthur Adver-
fiser that Mr Hay gave the
major reason for not sup-
porting the Open Space
theory as the fact that
developers had agreed to
pay a trust fund for the
koalas through the Na-
tional Parks Association.

However Mr Kremmer
checked with the develop-
ers yesterday and found
no concrete deals had
been made or even dis-
cussed, and confronted
Mr Hay again during a
radio debate.

On the program, Mr
Hay denied he had made
the statement to the depu-
tation.

Other reasons Mr Hay
gave for not granting the
deal was because he was
waiting on the results of
an Environmental Impact
Study, and because the
developers had agreed to
limit their subdivision.

Mr Hennessey said the
meeting with Mr Hay was
like banging their heads
against a brick wall.

“The decision to say
‘no’ had already been de-
cided before we walked |
into his office,” Mr |
Hennessey said. |






Proposal
is hogwash

I write in reply to an ar-
ticle on Dharawal Nature
Reserve (Chronicle
March 28).

How good, kind and
benevolent for the Na-
tional Parks Association
Macarthur Branch to
crawl out of the wood-
work and announce their
presence.

This Liberal based
group said and did noth-
ing about Wedderburn be-
cause Tim Moore, Minis-
ter for Environment is
their **Aldoph™ and no-
body messes with “Big A"
if they're N.P.A.

The proposal put for-
ward in this article is hog-
wash. )

The Save the Wedder-
burn Koala Colony As-
sciation has fought all

¢ battles for Wedder-
purn in this arca, because
they have no political af-
filiations and want onl
what is best for the ani-

Macarthur Advertiser 17th May 1989

mals, flora, fauna and Ab-
original sites in this vast
area.

They don't want walk-
ways and people traipsing
hither and thither, they
want the animals to be
free as they have always
been.

Greiner and Moore are
not to be trusted, look at
the - rainforests,
pollution and logging up

and down our coastal |

areas, and the proposal to
build a pulp mill at the
Clarence Valley River.

To save Wedderburn
we have to fight fire with
fire (so to speak).

How about the new air
runway over the North
side, Sewage Treatment
and Toxic Disposal Works
too.

ocean |

Rally
together

I write in reply to a let-

ter titled *“Call Koala
Colony in Reserve”
(Macarthur  Advertiser

March 28).

Who on earth are these
Bcople on the National

arks Association
(N.P.A)?

I would like these peo-
ple to come forward and
to answer to me person-
ally and the citizens of
Campbelltown.

Where have they.been
during all the koala colony
action? g

son rcpresenting the gen-

We in the south-west

are sick and tired of being |

the garbage dump for this
government.

Pilkington Glass proved
the displeasure of the pco-

le.

Nick couldn’t face the
music let alone the peo-
ple. and rather than an-
swer questions about the
high school at St Andrews
he jumped in the helicop-
ter and took off...who
paid for the helicopter?

Save the Wedderburn

Koala Colony will not

compromise, there are
some very well educated
people in Campbelltown
who 1 am sure will bom-
bard newspapers with let-
ters expressing their dis-
rust and mistrust in the
.P.A Concerned Citi-

zen.

Name and Address sup-

e e
Rezoning
Mac A
Ia“ 17]sis4
I refer to the letter from
Julie Shcpg)ard from the

National Parks Associa-
tion on Wedderburn.

that “National Parks As-
sociation’s actions have
been taken with full
knowledge and concur-
rence of the executive of
the Nature Conservation
Council”. - :

In fact, this is not the
case.

The Nature Conserva-

= R

In her letter she states |

time, and we sup

eral concensus of opinion

as saying to another
“there is nothing more we
can do. if you wish to carry

tion’s Council’s executive
has not discussed Wedder-

| burn since the Annual

' Conference where it was
decided that we urge the
overnment to acquire the
eomans Property and
create the Macarthur
| State Recreation Area
' and O'Haras Creek and
| Dharawal Nature Re-
serve.

We further noted that
Yap Yap Pin land should
be rezoned as regional
open space.

We further supported
the green ban on the Yap
Yap Pin development.

e Nature Conserva-
tion Council’s position has
not changed since nth:ﬁ

| concern for the

I believe that early on in |
the koala debate one per-

of the N.P.A. was quoted '

the above proposals which

ensure the protection of
the Wedderburn koalas.
We urge all conserva-
tiohist groups to do the
same.
Haydn Washington,
Director, Nature Conser-

the issue further than you
should so via rallying the
people together yourself.

ence the said person
did so. .

I believe the N.P.A.is
affiliated with Liberal
politics.

If they had a genuine
koalas
why aren’t they approach-
ing both Ll){)errjafl and
Labor groups?

After all, the environ-
ment  isn’t  politcally
biased, just in need of sav-

ing. .

2i‘{hat does it matter as
job?

N.P.A suggestions that
walkways be created at

Wedderburn are laugh- -

able.

I would like to see a
koala read a cross now
sign at a walkway.

N.P.A. do something
positive or sit back and do
nnthin,g. ;

I defend the right to life
and land for koalas, flora
and fauna. I don't make
exhibitions of them.

1 certainly wouldn’t sug-

‘gest greater access to an

area where nature sur-
vives, because this de-
stroys the natural habitat.

Koala Lover,
Name and Address Sup-

km% as someone does the

Macarthur Advertiser 11th April 1989

Macarthur Advertiser 17th May 1989

plied_ |

TRRE )
Saving " ..
koalas

To Name and Address
Supplied (Advertiser
April 26).

The Campbelltown As-
sociation loves animals, 50

_.your reference to the

COB:
‘with the bone gave us &
laugh. . .
We have professional

~ people within our group_

and for inexperienced,
uneducated people we
‘have done exactly v

name implies -

‘Wedderburn  Koalas

Assoc.

You embrace the NPA
ecause they are the only:
jeak chain. i
Your remarks about
‘Lester Pahl are heresay.
~ The National Conserva-
tion Society of NSW does

" not condone destruction

“at Wedderburn and you
will need more than the
NPA link to resolve v
‘you're trying to do.
Name and
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Nc frouuvicouiue
Bridge.

man Charles
typified the coun-

ndge at such low
| saying: “If we don’t
for this we've got
ks in our heads.” :
Ald Noonan said Cam-
en was suffering com-
iercially because people
from outlying arcas were
unable to get into town
with the Cobbitty Bridge
‘badly damaged.

! “They take long de-
.tours to get to Camden
and then say, ‘what the
hell, -we've come this far,
twe might as weli go all the
.way into Campbelltown

“said.

5 The council’s report
said the banks immedi-
ately above and below
-Cowpasture Bridge were
badly damaged and essen-
tial services such as water
mains, sewer trunk mains
‘and Telecom wiring were

~threatened.

While there appears to
be no serious threat to
: CowPas{ure and Mac--
squarie Grove bridges, re-

.medial measures will be

i needed to stabilise the ap-
- proach roads and the bank
(near the bridges, the re-

i port said.

-— BRENDAN O'KEEFE

“for a day’s shopping’,” he ™~

Hennessey, were assisted by Gr

ENVIRONMENT Minister Tim Moore, right, and Campbélnown deputy mayor John
Murdoch, 10, of The Qaks Public School and
Rochelle Harris, 9, of Mawarra, at the planting. :

, SESS
B

ropagarion.
The students were part
of a pilot program under-
taken by the “education
unit at the gardens to as-
the feasibility of
teaching primary school-
children techniques from
collecting seeds to sowing,
propagating and planting.

The Mount Annan
Botanic Garden will offi-
cially open to the -public
on September 30,

KOALA LAND
FUND SET UP

Wedderburn: The Macarthur Branch of the National Parks
Association has launched a Koala Fund in an effort to purchase land
occupled by the Wedderburn koala colony.

The group hopes to
raise at least $250,000
within the next few weeks
to buy four blocks identi-
fied as part of the colony’s
habitat.

The blocks front the
ridge of the "Hares

Creek valley and are con--

sidered by conservation-

|OPTOMETRIST
- CONTACT LENS PRACTITIONER
Rod Tracey s optom

Hrs: Mon. Tues. Wed. Fri. 9am-5.30pm
! Thur Sam-7.30pm :
| - Sat 9am-12 noon

After Hours: By Appointment.
21 DUMARESQ ST, CAMPBELLTOWN

Ph: (046) 28 365]

(opp Past Office)

all work.

® Free quotes.

Licence

P

LEAKING SHOWERS

® Fibreglass tray & retile by
licensed tradesman.

@ 7 years written guarantee on

@ 17 years in trade — 12 with
leading tiling company.
@ References available.

PH: GIL (046) 25 5068
AFTER 5pm.

R86018

By JANE HAMMOND -

ists to be the most envi-
ronmentally sensitive
among those currently for
sale in the Yeomans
estate.

The NPA has proposed
a 12-month moratorium
on development of the
land in an attempt to buy

‘| time to raise the funds for

gurchase of up to 12 of the
6 blocks offered for sale. .
* President of the Macar-.
thur branch of the NPA,
Grahame Douglas, said
purchase of the blocks for
conservation was a matter
of urgency. - ;
He described the Gov-
ernment’s moves to draw
up voluntary covenants
with the owners of private
land in the estate as a
“cost-saving solution”.

“In this instance we be- |.

lieve relying on the good-
will of future owners of
these blocks is just not a
good enough safeguard
for the future of our
koalas,” he said.
“Therefore, because
the NPA believes it is im-
erative that these areas
e brought into public
ownership and the Gov-
ernment is not prepared
to come to the party, it is
up to the public to raise

the  required- monies by

public subscription.’™

The NPA hopes the
State Government will
meet the funds raised on a
dollar-for-dollar basis
thrcui;h the Sydney Re-
giona Development
Fund.

" Deposits on at least two

of the four blocks the
NPA hopes to buy in the
near future have already

_ been accepted by the de-

veloper
buyers,

The total cost of the 12
blocks would be around
$1.4 million.

Donations to the Koala
Fund of over $2 are tax de-
ductible and can be made
Clo NPA, PO Box A96,
Sydney South 2000.

from  private

COPYRIGHT

Advertisements  ap-
pearing in the Macar-
thur Advertiser are
subject to copyright
and may not be
reproduced  except
with the written con-
sent of the owner of
the copyright.

of a challenge.

Ecclesiastes.
Why don't you join us!

WHY? &3

How many times have we heard this question? It
- seems like ever since we were born we have been
asking questions. Questions seem to surround
us. For thousands of years the desire to know .
more has been an integral part of our existance.
Asking questions is easy, getting answers is more

The book of Ecclesiastes in your Bible is a book of
questions. Good questions; the sort of questions
that you and | might ask about life and why we
exist. The unique thing about this book is that
while it asks many questions it also supplies
reasonable, logical, God-inspired answers.

Every Sunday morning at 10 am during the
months of August, September and October we
will be conducting a class on the book of

SOUTHWEST
= S CHURA

Sharing God’s love in Sydney’s South West
10.00am Bible classes for Infants through adults.
11.00am Family worship each Sunday.
Mesting at cnr. Copperfield Drive & Dickens Road,
Ambarvale. NSW.

Postal Address: P.O. Box 683, Campbelitown 2580.

Telephon®: (046) 28 4035, (046) 27 1011.

Kent Hartman

" For Multi-Buy Classified Advertising phane (02Y796 8111

Macarthur Advertiser

"
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THE koala may become
extinct in NSW before the
end of the century.

A survey by the National
Parks and Wildlife Service,
which began in July 1986, has
revealed three areas where the
koala is trouble.

Eden, Avalon and Tweed
Heads have few surviving koalas
— areas where the marsupial
wis once abundant.

The survey also reveals that
the current system of parks and
reserves do not reflect the
present distribution of koalas.
Most animals are living outside
the reserve system,

According to the survey,
which was partially funded by
The Sun-Herald Koala Fund, a
State-wide management plan is
urgently needed il the koalas’
future is to be assured.

In the Port Macquarie area,
dogs, cars and diseases are
causing havoc with koala popu-
lations. The impact of rural
housing developments around
Raymond Terrace and Lismore
on remaining koala habitat has
been responsible for enormous
destruction.

Dieback in eucalypts in the
Armidale and Lismore areas has
reduced food availability and
the lack of regeneration of food
trees and continued land clear-
ifig in rural areas has created
further loss ol habitat.

The newly-elected Minister
for Environment, Mr Tim
Moare, will not comment on the
National Parks and Wildlife
Service report Bntil he studies its
contents. 2

But there is growing concern
among committee members of
The Sun-Herald Koala Fund
that neither State nor Federal
Governments are willing to take
any responsibility for the future
survival of koalas.

Dr Russ Dickens, a veterinar-
ian with many years experience
in treating koalas and a member

The Sun Herald

MOTHER AND BABY: Soon they will have nowhere to live in

g

NSW

- from readers in the past fou

Cail to stop the bulidozers

® BULLDOZERS
are threatening to
wipe out a commu-
nity of 50 koalas near
Campbelltown.

town

The 90 ha site in
the Wedderburn area
is being cleared for a

new housing sub-divi-
sion. And Campbell-
alderman,
Richard Cerveny says
it was approved for
sub-division by the
previous
without them know-
ing of the koalas’

existence.

‘interim protection

“Once they knock
down those trees,
that's the end of the
koalas.,”

council

He is calling for an

order for the land:

of the Fund’s management com-"
mittec, is worried by this lack of
action.

“I am extremely concerned by
the lackadaisical attitude of
governments,” he said. “And
that includes local councils.

“There seems to be a complete
lack of will to prevent further
habitat destruction or to protect
the few remaining habitat areas.

" “No one can argue over the
need to plant feed trees for
koalas, yet there has been no
attempt to provide funds fo
theseactivities. &, "o -
~ %Field studies, which. Jook 'a
population dynamics of the
remaining koala populations,
are vital.”

The Sun-Herald Koala Fund
has raised more than $55,000

READERS can assist the
work of The SUﬂ—Hﬂr_BId
Koala Fund by taking
advantage of a Koala Kit
specially designed to
appeal to children.

The Kit contains a poster,
badge and sticker as well as
a definitive pamphlet which
highlights the problems
facing koalas.

Readers can obtain Koala

- Kits by sending $6.00 to:

The Sun-Herald Koala
Fund, PO Box 600, Redfern,
2106.

Donations -to the Fund
can be sent to the same
address. All donations will
e acknowledged in The

‘o Sun-Herald.

years and a great deal of thi:
money has been raised by school
children.

Camden High School pupils
have raised more than 2,000 feed
trees which have been planted ir
the Lismore area. .Dozens ol
schools have raised seedlings tc
help The Sun-Herald Koalz
Fund’'s campaign to regenerate
koala habitat,

The Fund provided $10,000 i
the NSW Koala Preservatior
Society to enable the first koal:

- hospital to be built in the State

A second hospital is now being
planned for Koala Park, Pen-
nant Hills.

Alan Forsyth, chairman of
The Sun-Herald Koala Fund is
‘presently negotiating with Japa-
nese authorities to encourage
support from Japanese school-
children for the koala.

“We urgently need public help
if we are to continue our
attempts to ensure the suryival of
the koala,” Mr Forsyth said.

The Sun-Herald Koala Fund
has requested that the NSW

.Government provide up to

30,000 feed tree seedlings to the
project as a matter of urgency.

"'-——-—.--—d.-""-’?
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PREMIER Nick Greiner was
toudly Jeered and left speechless
during the launch of a koala edu-
catlon kit for schools yesterday.
My Greiner had just been introduced
to u large lunchiime crowd in Sydney's
Martin Place ampitheatre when the
sounds of chainsaws and shrilling
whisiles filled the air.

Anti-logging protesiers from the
ath East Forest Alllance shouted

SR i
e force of

N v 1

By Environment Reporter
MARCUS CASEY

PR dibcskn nctrsidbosou AR PR T
down the Premier and drowned him

out with fhe whisiles and recorded
chainsaw sounds — forcing him to
abandon his speech.

Residenis from Wedderburn, near
Campbelltown, aiso shouted at the Pre-
mier, saying he was ignoring the plight
of a koala colony in their area which is
threatened by urban development.

The protesters then cheered a group
of schoolchildren who spoke abont the
plight of the koala.

The Australian Koala Foundation
had inviled the Premier — and wel-
comed the presence of the other con-
servation groups — Lo the public release
of the kit which will be offered free o
every school in the Siate.

i Mindless

The Premier laler accused
protesters of ralbag behavlior.

“My Government is doing more than
any other government in the history of
ihis state for the koala,” he said.

«f don't think that sori of mindiess
activily adds anything to the debate or
helps the koalas.

«There are no koalas in danger in the
south eastern forest.

“That sort of raibag behavior {in
Martin Place) does nothing to further
the cause or help Lthe koalas.”

the

-— -

Suzanne Rhydderch, 5, of Terrey Hnlls.h 18
month-old koala
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Sooty in Martin Place yesterday
Pictures: DAVE HANCOCK
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nature’s way of

telling

you to see

Roland Bleyer.

Those loose halrs in your comb could be the first symptom
of a serious hair problem. One that, without an effective

answer, can leave you worrying

about looking bald.

But dan't panic. Simply make an appointment for an
examination and consultation at the Bleyer Clinic.

Here you'l fi

nd expert, scientific advice from
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A ROALA ¢olony In Sydne ig

. southswest could die out If a
residential ‘development ear-
marked ™ for “the site -'poes
¢ & raport has tound.” . -
A_CSIRO report on the habitat -
of 116 Wedderburn konlns .hns ’

stiown -the creatures risk extinc- <>

tion from pollutants and a loss of : ght

their - natural - environment, - if ngortbac Sf :
against development

faiv: Gl‘eﬂ.. b bl
 Asiat’ property developer Yap.
- Yan Pih Pty Lid lias been given . .
" upproval * to: -develop = Already & number of,
: the aite and subdivide unions, including the
it into 26 rural home . powerful Building Tra-.
blocks, - : . des Group of the NBW-
A lobby group of tesl-’ Labor Councll, have Im-
dente and unlons in the posed & green ban on.
Camiphelitown region- the development —“but
= has n battling the it 1s feared the develop-
" Btate Goverhthent it an ©rs may hire non-tnion
. effort to save the koalag labor.-~.:
: and other endangered The - CBIRO report -
‘gpecles int the area. confirms fears that de-

biildings are Introduced .fo, the .

veloping the bushiand
could spell death for the
colony, = : iy 8
- The 220ha estate is be-
. lleved to be one of the
biggest -and healthlest

i
]

and local naturalists say
it is mlso the home of
other endangered spe-
cies like the eastern
pygmy  possum, the

- . ' Gty
o e b Y A 3 1
iy 7 0

. i

. Buy the land for: koalas
- JONY of koslas at Wedderburn, near Camphell-
i\mt:flmg bg ioved because an Indonesian company

.5 fs bought some of the land for hobby farming. -
" - These hoolas ure free of the disense chiamydia. 1f they
" are moved, they may die as most koala colonies have this

sickness. .
- ; of cul funds in our Bicenlenary year for
b koo Into this discase. On this same parcel of

edical research
G ‘I‘:nd ﬁhere Is & plant claimed lo grow only in this lttle

. part of Audtrolia and an Aboriglial cave drawing.

- J. WUNSC11
- fﬂ;iaoﬂ r ligh School puplls:

behalf of Endeavou

S

-k

Ry Do i

- koalg colonles in NBW

‘feathertail glider, the
spotied tail gunil and 11 -
rare plants. : 1
Campbelitown mayor .
Jim Kremmer.plans to
_submit the CSIRO find-
ings at the next council
-meeting, RPN
“The report conlim’:s}
what those of us con-'!
cerned about the local
_environment have been’
_saylng for so long," he
-sald. . 7 e
“It would. be outra-
geous for the State Gov-
ernment to allow the dé-‘
velopment, especlally as |
it Is making sucly great’
_political play nbout Iis
koala summit” -~ .,

- Habitat

_*To see the unigue
habitat destroyed be-
cause politiclans refuse
to lift a finger will be
biack mark on our gen-
eration forever.”

Mr Kreminer
predicted much debate
over the Issue. -
“Councll offlcers will
provide a detalled ana-
lysis of the report for-
council .consideration,
but the botitom line lles
with the Stale Govern-
ment,” he sald. i
“The State Govern-
ment should put a pro-
toction order over the
55‘.{3.‘.'

SR,

The Leader 18th October 195;8
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Council
rezoning

to protect
kealas

By PAUL BAILEY,
Environment Writer

Campbelltown City Council
“has moved to protect the koala
colony at Wedderburn from a
Proposed residential develop-
ment.

. _The council has resolved to
~alter its Local Environment Plan
to rezone the proposed develop-
ment land as regional open space.
- This would allow it to revoke
previous development consents
“for the Wedderburn land.

The koala colony is principally

on Crown land but residents argue
«that a major development on
adjacent land would ruin the
koalas’ habitat.
In July, the Minister for the

Environment, Mr Moore, lifted

an interim protection order he had

Placed over the development.

Mr Moore had negotiated a
voluntary conservation agreement
with the land developer Yap Yan

Pin Pty Ltd which, he said, would

protect the koala colony. But

residents have attacked the Minis-
ter, accusing him of hypocrisy.
Campbelltown City Council
subsequently asked the CSIRO to
prepare a report on the koala
habitat as a response to further
public opposition,
The CSIRO found the koala
habitat would not be adversely
affected by the Proposed develop-
ment provided that planning con-
trols, including the voluntary
conservation agreement, were
adhered to and enforced.
But the. Mayor of Campbell-
town, Alderman Jim Kremmer,
and local residents believe that
these controls cannot be strictly
enforced.

.The CSIRO report found that
the proposed residential develop-
ment does not extend into the
prime koala habitat area,

It says residential lots have few
or no eucalypt trees on them, since
they were cleared in the past for
grazing. Those which contain
eucalypts are of poor quality.

And the report mames the
consequences of the development
which would affect the koala
Population as fire, harassment by
humans or dogs and changes in
the nutrient or water regime near
the prime habitat,

Ms Sue Dobson, of the Camp-
belltown Committee to Save the
Wedderburn Koalas, said yester-
day that the CSIRO report had

Sydney Morning Herald 20th October, 1988

The Chronicle 22nd November, 1988

L

R
i d in the preservation o .
\ = 3:}? U:s;umsmu “l;ouiu Research Cenire in
cwm . l(rmnwn. ions with a leading
i r discussions ;
§ g I:::of Ihar;:oru:u:! ‘ll:sanll‘l{onlo Summit held last
mem 3
k in Sydney. = |
"""Iem': :ccompunied him on a visit fo the
HaWedderburn koala habitat. 3 i
Kremmer said that on this visit they . M;dum.
Mli-n r:m in the area of the propose subdivis ;.
id he would like to see the g,u-.mfn.I =
. smd tion — establish a compo
:;z:ld:rbum for a study of koala bielng:. =
Kremmer said the group 'mtendt_ad h;wemd 4
=l ish a koala research centre in N dibe
::I':I:t cu?mcil and people of Campbelltown w
be anxious to see it come here. e
said he expected council .wodd_ ma i
Hewbmission as to why Wedderburn was o
site for the research cenire.
UL UL

E
:

|

proved that the koalas were at risk
since there was no way that the
development controls could be
enforced.

s RS A



LEGAL ACTION THREAT!

Wedderburn: Yap Yan Pin Pty Ltd has refused to co-operate with a council request for a three

month moratorium on the development of land at WeddeT

The company has also
threatened to take legal
action against the council,
its officers and individual
aldermen in an ffort to
prevent any further delays
to the development.

1 The Campbelitown City
Council requested the
moratorium to allow con-
sultants time to study the
koala colony and prepare
a management plan for
the area.

A special meeting of the
council was called last
night o discuss alternative
ways’ of protecting the
colopy at least for the
duration of the study.

At the time of going to
press the meeting was due
to debate a proposed
course of action which in-
cluded appeals to the
Minister for Planning,
David Hay, to intervene
to prevent work at the site
and to indemnify the
council against any claims
for compensation result-
ing from delays to the
development.

The council was also
due to debate whether it
would prepare a Draft
Local Environmental Plan
for the area with the spe-
cific purpose of protecting
the koala colony.

The developers are cur-
rently unable to begin ex-
cavation work at the site
because of a union Green
Ban.

It is underﬂtood that
two companies previously

By JANE HAMMOND

appointed to start work on
clearing the area have
withdrawn their contracts
due to public opposition
to the development proj-
ect.

Project managers, local
firm Lean, Lackenby and
Hayward, said in a letter
to the council that Yap
Yan Pin Pty Ltd was not
prepared to hold up work
on the site for a three
month period but as an act
of good faith would not
start on phase four of the
development until the re-
lease of the management
study in six weeks.

(<
1h:’ dwelopers have

also offered to assist the
council to fund the
$20,000 management
study with a $5.000 grant.

The company’s devel-
opment consent expires
on February 27 next year
and it has expressed con-
cern that delays to work at
the site would mean that
the council would have
cause to refuse to renew
the the application

The mayor of Camp-
belltown, Peter Primrose
said the issue was becom-
ing “‘hideously complicat-
ed”’ and the company was
following a predictable
course of action in threat-

burn near a ccnlonyr of koalas.

enmu to sue the council
and C ampbelltown alder-
men.

“It is what we said
would happen when we
started to take this course
that Mr Moore (the Envi-
ronment Minister) sug-
gested.”
=5
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ADVERTISEMENT

~ KEEP YOUR SENATE STRONG
IT WAS THE POWER AND INDEPENDANCE OF
THE SENATE THAT STOPPED THE 1.D. CARD.
NOW THE HAWKE-KEATING GOVERNMENT
WANTS TO STOP THE SENATE

| VOTE NO

TO ALL FOUR QUESTIONS
Authorised by: M. Stanham, RMB 82, Werombi Rd. Camden

oS
‘In_-

President, Macarthur Conference, Liberal Party
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SOME of the larger-than-life koalas who attempted
to enter Parliament House last week in order to draw
attention to the fate of the Wedderburn koala colony.

R S

CAMPBELLTOWN: Residents donned
koala suits and marched on Parliament
House last week in protest at imminent
plans to develop land abutting the habitat of
the Wedderburn koala colony.

The larger-than-life koalas were refused entry into
the house but maintained a 2V2-hour vigil on the steps,
drawing the attention of office workers, shoppers and
schoolchildren to the plight of the colony.

RS

Bepul; mayor John Henmesseyoweas among the
koala-suited protesters and said the demonstration
. was “siall but very effective’.

The Committee to Save the Wedderburn Koalas
plans to stage another demonstration in Sydney
within the next two weeks and Alderman Hennessey
said the point to the protest action was to bring pres-
sure to bear on the State Government.

He said the Minister for Planning, David Hay, was
the ““man in the box seat’’ with the power to stop the
development by imposing an interim conservation
order on the site.

Ald Hennessey said bulldozers could move in and
start clearing the area at any time if the developers
found workers willing to break a union Green Ban
currently in place over the site.

He said the committee was ready to stand in front of
the dozers and had a list of more than 40 people will-
ing to risk injury and arrest to prevent work.

The list includes local aldermen, State politicians,
union members and other conservationists.

. “I really don’t think the developers understand the |
resolve of the people in the western suburbs to save
this colony,”” Ald Hennessey said.

The usually faction-riddled Campbelltown City
Council is unanimously opposed to the Wedderburn
development proceeding before the completion of a
full management study of the area. -

A special meeting of the council last week moved to
request Mr Hay to prevent any immediate develop-
ment works at the site and place an interim conserva-
tion order over the area.
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KOALA LAND
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Wedderburn: The Campbelitown City Council has engaged a team of consuitants to un-
dertake a study of land proposed for development at Wedderburn near a colony of koalas.

The study, thought to
cost around $20,000, will
be. conducted by the
CSIRO’s division of wild-
life and ecology. :

Contracts for the work
were signed late on Mon-
day afternoon and the
study is- already under-
way.

The study will result in a
report on the develop-
ment proposal and its
likely impact on the Wed-
derburn koala colony and

By JANE HAMMOND
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is scheduled to be com-

pleted by September 30.

The Mayor of Camp-
belltown, Alderman Peter
Primrose, said the con-
sultants were a neutral
group and their study
would include liaisons
with the developer, local
conservationists, koala
experts and council offi-
cers.

The council resolved at
its meeting last week to
seek a three-month mora-
torium on work at the site
from the developer to
allow the study to go
ahead.

At the time of going to
press, developer Yap Yan
Pin Pty Ltd had not in-
formed the council of its
decision to accept or re-
ject the request for a
moratorium.

Ald Primrose said if the
developer refused to grant
the council a three-month
breathing space. a special

meetin% of the council
would be called for next
Tuesday night to discuss
alternative moves to pro-
tect the koala colony for
the duration of the man-
agement study.

Meanwhile the Minister
for Planning, David Hay,
has said he would not
place an interim conserva-
tion order on the Wedder-
burn site.

The refusal follows re-
quests to the minister to
place an order on the site
by the Total Environment
Centre in Sydney, the
Campbelltown City Coun-
cil and the Macarthur
branch of the National
Parks Association.

In a letter to Environ-
ment Minister Tim
Moore, Mr Hay said
ICO’s came under the
Heritage Act and would in
future be used exclusively
for the protection of areas
or buildings of historic or
cultural interest.

He said interim protec-
tion orders under the Na-
rional Parks and Wildlife

Act were the appropriate
orders to use with regard
to flora and - fauna
protection.

Local conservationists
and the council have been
pushing for the placement
of an ICO on the land at
Wedderburn in an at-
tempt to protect the
Wedderburn koala colony
from an impending devel-
opment proposal.

Renewed calls for an
ICO followed the lifting
last month of an IPO
placed by Mr Moore on
the site in June this year.

It is understood that the
minister cannot legally re-
impose an IPO once it has
been lifted.

The Total Environment
Centre in Sydney applied
for 432.5 hectares at
Wedderburn — an area
including the land pro-
posed for development o
be considered under the
Heritage Act on the basis
of its recreational, conser-
vation and heritage value

For Multi-Buy Classified Advertising phone (02) 786 8111



Macarthur Advertiser 17th August, 1988

WEDDERBURN
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Wedderburn: The Cam
ity of claims for compen:

pbelltown City Council faces the possibil-
sation amounting to millions of dollars if it

goes ahead with a proposal put by Environment Minister Tim Moore
to stop the Wedderburn development.

Mr Moore claimed in a
statement released last
Saturday that the council
was “using the Wedder-

.| burn koalas as a political

football” and that by a
“simple majority vote at a
council meeting” it could
stop the development.

If local residents are
stili concerned atout the
fate of the koalas, they
should take their protests
straight to the council and
force them to stop the
development,”™ Mr Moore
said.

He said the State Gov-
ernment had done what it
could t6 buy time and pro-
tect the koalas and it was
now up to the council to
stop the development and
face the possible legal
consequences of that ac-
tion.

Campbelltown Mayor
Peter Primrose said be-
fore the council had the
power to revoke the

By JANE HAMMOND

development consent for
the sub-division it first had
to have in place a Local
Environment Plan which
provided guidelines for
- the protection: of the ani-
mals.

Mme t7]e(es

“I think that the minis-
ter realises he has made a

‘mistake (in lifting the pro-

tection order) and is look-
ing to the Campbelltown
Council to fix it up,” Ald
Primrose said. :

He said the simplest
solution would be for the

——AfdernTan - Primrose
said ne such plan existed
and even with a new LEP
the council and individual
aldermen would face the
possibility of huge com-
pensation claims from the
developer if council con-
sent for the sub-divison
was overturned.

He said if the State
Government could~.in-
dernnify the council and
individual aldermen
against compensation
claims then the council
would be more willing to
do as the minister sug-
gested and use its powers
to stop the development.

State Gouverpment taim
pose an interim conserva-
tion order on the site at
least until a management
plan to protect the koalas’
habitat had been drawn
up.
Meanwhile the Macar-
thur branch of the Na-
tional Parks Association is
seeking legal advice as to
the possibility of declaring
the development null,
President of the branch,

' Grahame Douglas, said

his group was ‘hoping to
take the developer to the
Land and Environment
Court in an attempt to
protect the koala colony
from the sub-division.

HOW YOU CAN HELP THE KOALAS

Campbelitown: Organiser of last Saturday’s Save the Koala rally,
Sue Dobson, has appealed for help to protect the Wedderburn colony.

Ms Dobson urged inter-
ested members of the pub-
lic to write to the Minister
for Environment, Tim
Moore, and Premier Nick
Greiner expressing their
concern for the plight of
the Wedderburn koalas.

She said volunteers

were also needed to take”

part in any possible sit-ins
to prevent bulldozers
starting work on clearing
the site.

Volunteers can register

for the sit-ins by phoning

(046) 25 5198 after Spm. .

Ms Dobson said peti-
tions to save the colony
were also being circulated
in the Campbelltown area
and  supporters  were
urged to sign.

Donations to the Koala

Fund for the purchase of
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‘land at Wedderburn can
be sent to PO Box 792
Campbelltown.

The fund is being ad-
ministed by the Macarthur
branch of the National
Parks Association and
donations over $2 are tax
deductible.

KATE Chisholm, 8, and Susan Dibley, 8, joined
Gumnut the Koala at the Koala Rally in Mawson

Alfingharn Street, Bankstown

\

| Park on Saturday.
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Green Bano

The ban follows a re-
quest from Campbelltown
residents and has the ef-
fect of preventing all work
at the site by members of
the FED and FA — the
union representing bull-
dozer drivers and earth
MOVETS.

Further Green Bans are
also being considered by
the Building Trades
Group — a body repre-
senting five unions and in-
cluding the FED and FA,
the Building Workers In-
dustrial Union, Metal
Workers, Plumbers and
Painters unions.

State representative for
the FED and FA, Dick
Whitehead, said the ban
meant a moratorium on
work at the site until the
impact of the sub-divison
on the koala colony could
be fully assessed.

Mr Whitehead said his
union was “‘disturbed” by
the possible threat to the
koala colony from the
sub-division.

He said even without
the Green Ban his mem-
bers would not be driving
bulldozers at members of
the public trying to save
the colony.

“We see this as a major
public issue,” Mr White-
head said.

The FED and FA was
the first union ever to im-
pose a Green ban when it
moved to save Kellys
Bush.

Similar bans were im-
posed to save Sydney’s
historic Rocks area and
parts of Woolloomooloo
in the 70’s.

“We will call on trade

unionists to respect the

ban and not carry out any
work on that site or the
project,” Mr Whitehead

‘said.

“This is the first time
my union has been called
upon to save wildlife in
NSW. .

“This is a unique situa-

tion and I don’t know of-

any other colony that is
disease free and growing,
so close to.Sydney.”

Mr WHitehead said
there were very few earth-
moving companies that
employed non-union la-
bour and none that would
be capable of undertaking
the roadwork at the site
covered by the Green
Ban. '

Local koala conserva-

Wedderburn

Wedderburn: The Federated Engine Drivers and Firemens
I Azsociation has placed a2 Green Ban on the 'Wedderburn Estate in a
bid to save the Wedderburn koaia colony.

tionist, Sue Dobson, said
she welcomed the support
of the trade unions.

“This is excellent news -
we need all the physical
and financial support we
can get at the moment.”

The ban was putinto ef-
fect at Spm on Monday
night. -
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Protesting at rally

Campbeiitown: A protest rally to save the Wedderburn koala

colony will take place this Saturday, at 1pm, in Mawson Park.

Rally organiser, Sue
Dobson, said a large
crowd was expected to at-
tend the rally and express
its concern for the plight
of the colony.

She said unless the sub-
division of the animals’
habitat could be stopped
the colony would almost
certainiy die out.

The rally will be ad-
dressed by the Member
for Campbelltown, Mich-
ael Knight; National
Parks Association repre-
sentative Jule Sheppard;
the Mayor of Campbell-
town, Peter, Primrose;
deputy = Mayor John
Hennessey and other con-
cerned citizens.

The rally will be pre
ceeded by fund-raising ac-
tivities throughout Camp-
belltown.

“The purpose of the
rally will be to show the
NSW Government that
the people of Campbell-
town are not prepared to
let this koala colony die
out,” Ms Dobson said.

“We hoije that a big
tarn-out will bring presure
on Tim Moore (the Envi-
ronment Minister) to save
the colony.

“The bottom line is that

Stor;

ies byJANE HAMMOND

\

if the development goes
ahead it will destroy those
animals.

“There is no doubt that

if we let it proceed we will

be granting the koalas a
death sentence,” she said.
“The koala colony
needs a buffer zone
around it to protect it.

“The koalas can’t come
out and fight for their land
rights; we have got to do it
for them.”

Ms Dobson said the
koalas were not the only
(sj;;ecies threatened by the

velopment and the area
contained a wealth of
native flora and fauna.

‘Campbelltown: More then 95 per cent
of local residents want the government to
buy land occupied by the Wedderburn
koala colony for a nature reserve. ;

This was the finding of last week’s Macarthur Adver-
tiser public opinion poll. .
Just over four per cent of respondents said they were

+in favour of the current rural-residential sub-division

oing ahead.

A technical fault with the tt;:o]l line meant that re-
spondents were unable to get through until late Friday.

The line opened for three hours on Friday afternoon
and again for business hours on Monday.

When the poll closed on Monday afternoon a total of
93 calls had been registered, 89 in favour of saving the
colony from the development and four in favour of the
development proceeding as planned.

The Macarthur Advertiser apologises to anyone una-
ble to get through on the poll line on Wednesday,
Thursday or Friday last week and regrets that the tech-
nical fault limited the size of the survey sample. The
fault has been rectified for future polls.

enacarthur Advertiser””, Wednesday, August 10, 1988 —3
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ABOVE: DEPUTY Mayor John Hennessey was dacked out for the occasion and

brought along his mate “Wally" the koala. The words of his sign, heid by mayor
Peter Primrose, were chanted by the crowd. Left: Part of the large crowd.

vene in the dispute and | ——
force the minister to in-
voke the order.
Alderman Primrose
said the council had also
sought an undertaking
from the Premier that all
of the land required for
the protdction of the
colony be brought into
public ownership. -

Campbelitown: A crowd of more than 600 turned out in Mawson Park last Saturday after
- noon to protest at what they say is the State Goevernment's sentencmg to death of the Wed

derburn koala colony.

Rally organiser, Sue
Dobson, said she was
pleased with the turn-out
and the public response to
the campaign to save the
koalas.

The gathering was told
by a representative from
the ederate  Engine
Drivers and Firemen’s As-

seciation that his organi- -

sation would “make sure
that the bulldozing for the

By JANE HAMMOND

development would ‘not
take place.”

Peter Lane from the
Building Trades Group- a

body representing five
unions - announced that

the BTG had followed the

FED and FA in imposing
a Green Ban on the Wed-
derburn site.

“Even if the developer
is successful in getting the
site bulldozed there will
be no building taking
place there,” Mr Lane
said.

He described the lifting
of the interim protection
order over the site as “one
of the biggest mistakes the
Greiner Government had
made since coming to of-
fice.”

Macarthur Advertiser 17th August, 1988

Thc Member for Wer
wa, John Kerin, told t
rally that he believed t
world would find it di
cult to comprehend that
1988 anyone could cc
template the possibility
wiping out a koala colo
on the edge of a city.

Campbelitown May
Peter Primrose said t
council had called on t
Minister for Plannir
David Hay, to imme
ately impose an inter
conservation order on t
site. /

H¢ said ‘he would
calling on the Premic
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MAYOR Peter Primrose addressing the protest

meeting at Wedderburn on Saturday, flanked b

lhe Member for Campbelitown, Michael Knigh
and deputy mayor John Hennessey.

TROY Hunter (9) and Robbie Landscombe (9) at
Saturday’s protest meeting.

Ey

The meeting unani-
mously resolved to call on
the Minister for Environ-
ment, Tim Moore, to
reimpose the protection
order for at least 12
months.

Protest meeting orga-
niser, Sue Dobson, said
the meeting was a spon-
tanteous reaction to the
State Government’s “be-
trayal” of the local koala
colony.

She said the protection
of the Wedderburn koalas

— Was particularly important

because the colony was

breeding.

Ms Dobson said the
local community would
endeavour % protect the
koalas at all costs, includ-
ing standing in front of
bulldozers to prevent
clearing of the area.

At the time of going to
TeSS yesterday, Camp-
litown residents were
due to meet Mr Moore to
discuss the issue and had
planned another protest
rally on the steps of Parlia-
ment House.
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Wedderburn: More than 100
morning to protest at the lifting of
Wedderburn koala colony.

-:di!sease,_&e.e_and_cuuemly .

Mc> 388y |
By JANE HAMMOND

“We want the whole
development stopped. We
don’t want any more com-
Eromises — there have

een too many already,”
Ms Dobson said. ,

“We have got to let Tim
Moore know that he has
sold out on these koalas.”

The Mayor of Camp-
belitown and Member for
Camden, Peter Primrose,
told Saturday’s meeting
that if the council was una-
ble to stop the subdivision
he would be Ose
standing in front of the
bulldozers.

The secretary of the Na-
tional Parks Association,
Julie Sheppard, said her
group was examining all
possible legal avenues to
prevent the carve-up of
the colony’s habitat for
subdivision.

She said the NPA
needed time to raise the
funds by public subscrip-
tion for the purchase of
the land.

i

Ms Sheppard said it was
outrageous that the Minis-
ter had removed the pro-
tection order after such a
short time, and she de-
scribed Mr Moore’s sug-
gestion that the colony be
relocated as “ludicrous”.

“Why should these
koalas be moved? They
were here first,” Ms Shep-

people turned out on Saturday
a protection order placed on the

" She said the local com-

munity was angered by
the lifting of the protec-
tion order and by the fact
that no studies had been
undertaken to assess the
extent or nature of the
colony’s habitat.

Campbelltown City
Council has moved to get
the Federal Minister for
the Environment, Senaior
Graham Richardson; in-
volved in the issue and has
ipvited him to inspect the
site.

A spokesman for Mr
Moore said his Minister
would be discussing the
issue of the Wedderburn
.koala colony with the
Planning Minister, David
Hay, later this week.

He said Mr Moore still
believed a voluntary con-
servation agreement was
the most appropriate
method of protecting the
colony, as the Govern-
ment was unable to find
the $10 million to $12 mil-
lion needed to buy the
area and turn it into a na-
tional park.

pard said. ,*
| ¥



Koal

for Environment, Tim Moore.

Mr Moore said the
colony was under threat
not only from residential
development but also
from live ammunition
used at the near-by army
firing range and feral cats
and dogs.

. Mr Moore’s comments
follow his lifting of an in-
terim protection order
placed over the koalas’
habitat in June this year.

B R e e . T T T R TR

By JANE HAMMOND

Mr Moore said he had
replaced the order with a
voluntary  conservation
agreement with the de-
veloper of the Wedder-
burn estate 10 days ago in
order to ensure the “per-
‘manent short-term” pro-
tection of the colony.

He said “‘further op-
tions would be canvassed”

cluding the possibility of
their re-location.

Meanwhile the Minister
for Planning, David Hay
is looking into the possi-
bility of placing an interim
conservation order under
the Heritage Act on land
inhabitated by the Wed-
derburn koala colony.

The Total Environment
Centre in Sydney has ap-
plied to the Heritage
Council to have the colo-
ny's habitat’ protected
under the Heritage Act.

The Départment of
Planning had earlier con-
sidered taking action to
temporarily prevent clear-
ing of the koalas’ habitat
for sub-division in May
when bulldozers were
poised to begin work at
the site.

Plans were superseded
by Mr Moore’s action in
_placing an interim protec-
/ tion order on the site.

The colony and its habi-

to protect the koalas in-

tat could be protected for
a period of up to 12
months by an interim con-
servation order.

The Total Environment
Centre applied to the
Heritage Council to have
more than 430 hectares at
Wedderburn considered
for protection

The centre said in its ap-
plication that the area was
inhabitated by the koalas

“as weil as a number of

other rare and endan-

Course was
major help

Campbelitown: More
than 80 per cent of the
participants who at-
tended the June Com-
munity Youth Support
Scheme/WREP busi-
ness courses have se-

_cured positions.

Many of those attend-
ing the courses had been
long term unemployed
youth.

CIBCQO, a local firm at
Ingleburn has helped two
young women who at-
tended the course, offer-
ing them full time employ-
ment and training in
bookkeeping.

The next CYSS busi-
ness course will start on
August 1.

For further information
contact Julie on (046) 25
6965.

termp ibil
__Wedderburn: The National Parks and Wildlife Service will look into the feasi-§
bility of moving the koala colony from Wedderburn, according to the Minister

ity

gered species - including
the Macquarie perch,
platypus, gang gang cock-
atoo and peregrine falcon.

The Member for Camp-
belltown, Michael Knight
described Mr Moore’s ac-
tion in lifing the interim
protection order as an
“‘outrageous aci” and said
it would “‘almost certainly
lead to the destruction of
the colony.”

Tim Moore

Macarthur Advertise 27th July, 1988
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ONE of the W,
€ Wedderby
koalas again under'threg‘r

Campbelitown: An interim protecti
the Wedderburn koala colony may be lifted as early as next week.

An  application by
developers to proceed
with the sub-division of
land occupied by the
koalas is currently before
the Campbelltown City
Council.

The Minister for Envi-
ronment, Tim Moore, has
agreed to lift the protec-
tion' order subject to cer-
tain conditions being met
by the developer.

The conditions include
the imposition of a volun-
tary restricted covenant

“over uie land (0 prohivil

the movement of dogs off
the leash, reduced speed
limits and the re-align-
ment of some roads in the
sub-division.

Tree preservation oOr-

ders preventing clearing |

are also to be enforced by
the council.

Mr Moore said the in-
terim protection order
would be replaced by a
voluntary agreement with
the developer.

He said the order had
served its purpose which
was to halt development
and bring all parties to the
negotiating table and it
would be lifted within a
month.

Mr Moore claimed the
voluntary agreement

Y
on order issued by

By JANE HAMMOND

would ensure the koala
_colony would be protect-
ed

£“The agreement strictly
controls any development
on the land, to ensure the
safety of the koalas,” Mr
Moore said.

“The council and the
National Parks and Wild-
life Service will be able to

mspect developments in
the area to ensure the spe-
cial conditions are being
complied with.”

The secretary of the
Macarthur branch of the
National Parks Associa-
tion, Julie Sheppard, said
the minister’s protection
order had been a “hollow

gesture’’.

She said the covenants
placed on the land to pro-
tect the colony were “not
worth the paper they were
written on.”

Project managers,
Lean, Lackenby and Hay-
ward, have applied to the
council for permission to
vary the original develop-
ment « plans to allow
changes to road standards

‘Australians _can
kiss their koailas
goodbye unless ac-

mediately to protect
surviving koala
colonies.”

Tim Moore,

tate. :
Council approval of the
changes would clear the
way for the lifting of the
protection order and con-
struction of the sub-divi-
sion to go-ahead.

The matter was de-
ferred at the last meeting

from sub-division. )

tion is taken im-
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The association had
hoped the entire arca of
the sub-division would be
purchased by the State
Government and deciared

%art of the proposed
harawal Nature Re-
serve. .

Ms Sheppard said the
association ~was = now
aware - that the govern-

ment lacked the political
will to sdve the Wedder-
burn koala colony.

l ’ .

the State Government to protect

of the council and will
come before the full coun-
cil again on July 26.

The minister issued a

rotection order over 220

ectares of the koalas’
habitat last month etfec-
tively freezing the sub-
divison of the land.

The order was put in
place for a possible 12
months in order to give
conservationists and gov-
ernment authorities time
to prepare plans to protect
the colony.

The PN “hove prs-
duced a report outlining a
compromise in a last ditch
effort to save the koalas.

The compromise deal
seeks to limit the sub-divi-
son to 14 of the proposed
26 blocks. 4

Four of the remaining
blocks would be bought
by the NPA through pub-
lic subscription on a dollar
for dollar basis with the
State Government and the
development of eight
others deferred for 12
months to allow the as-
sociation time to negotiate
for future purchase.

Ms Sheppard said it was
ironic that the National
Parks and Wildlife Service
had not undertaken any
further survey of koala
presence since the interim
protection order was put
in place on June 4.

She said the NPWS did
not seem interested in the
colony or its protection.

Ms Sheppard said the

| association was consider-

ing an approach to Japa-
nese business people in
Koshigaya to assist with
the purchase of the most
environmentally sensitive
blocks in the sub-division
in order that they may be
set aside for the koalas.
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Macarthur Advertiser, 1st June, 1988

i

By JANE HAMMOND Wedderbumn: The future of a
! iy week with bulldozers poised to

= = —————

So say local conserva-
tionists who have called
on the Ministers for Plan-
ning and Environment, to
grant the koalas a last
minute repneve.

They have asked the

ministers to invoke the

Heritage Act to prevent
bulldozers clearing bush-
land near O’Hares Creek
Gorge for sub-division.

A spokesman for the

Minister for Environ-
ment, Tim Moore, said
the minister was consider-
ing the possibility of put-
ting an mterim conserva-
tion order on the area in

an effort to save the colo-

ny.

The spokesman said the
minister was not
to sec the colony de-
stroyed.

The president of the
Macarthur branch of the
National Parks Associa-
tion, Grahame Douglas,
said his information was

hangs in the balance this
lmhimt— -

_Organisation would be

age Act. '

li-hour effort fg "oy ATTTs

colony of koalas in Wedderburmn
move in and clear the animails’

A

that bulldozers were
scheduled to move in to
the Wedderburn area this
week to begin clearing the
Yeoman’s Property sub-
division.

He said members of his

gn:pared to obstruct the
ulldozers in order to save
the koala colony if the
ministers refused to exer-
ase their powers to issue 2
protection order under
section 136 of the Herit-

Mr Douglas said the
NPA had called on the
government to issue a pro-
tection order and to enter
into negotiations for the
acquisition of 10 of the 24
blocks proposed for sub-
division.

. He said the long term
survival of the colony
could be ensured by pro-
claiming 40 hectares of the
area to be sub-divided 2

Coantinued page 6.



NMQITIIEIWYD QVoN JVarTiEn
NVAZENVIND OV0d SSHA

pue sezis

40 usuewise) '
pue aujd
ssaidAg Yepan
pay wajsepm
‘nuy ‘suld
@epey aaey apy |

i
f
|

)

. | ‘pouued
k) FNDH—N-OM f

R[BOY 91]) UO 10915 O3 pue
[esodoxd UOISIAIP-qQnS oy

seale ay} aujuualap o} jJdwaje ue uj uoISIAIP-gNs uing
BusAjeue pue m::nEum_ ueaq aAey BuRqUED Ul OHIS

SY3uVv VIvVOoX
AN NI\

HOSIAID..,
-qns o) pnoys Auojos’

Uo Juauwod 1adxa ueiqo
01.5]UBI[NSUOD 2] P2JONL]s
-Ul sey [1DUnos ayl QYISO
343 01 Jouq )1 Jo ied sy
“JENqEY B[ROy 2Y3 109)

-oxd 01 uejd juswodeuew
B 9pnjoul Os[e [|1M [12Unod
2y} 01 podas Jeuy ayy, |
“suoneindod efeoy
[800] GO 2ARY “[[IM S[ew
~1Ug a3 10y JB31qRY S} 0]
S$S220€ 01 SUOTIOLIISI 10 1)
~IqeY ay1 JO §SOf 2y} 510939
A1 a1 uo subHEpURM
~W0021 oXew OS[E [IM 3]
“S[eWiUE 2y3 AQ JUBUOL
-lIAU2 913 jo asnijeyuajod
pue [enjoe 9y AJnuop! pue
ienqey epeoy apraoid op
Anpiqeams sy 1oy eaxe oYy
$S95SB 0] Suiie Apmys oy,
‘S[emIue [en
_PIAIpUL 3113 JO uOnEdOf 243
Su1p10s21 10 Sununos yum
PouI20U0Y Alreoyoads
jou sem Apnis 9y} Ing.
BOIE QY] Ul SB[ROY 901y}
uass pey 9y pres ap

-sod q1e) ysniq 10 sejeoy
JO syIew sy sram Aoy
19yoym umouy jou sem
3inq eare oy u1 sydAjeons
jJo I3quinu e Jo 9seq oI
uo psjou Uaaq pety,sylew

-| yoieIos pres-uoyke))) 1N

*BIIE 2]
ur suoneosse- jdA[eona
Jo wianed ay) ysiqeiss 0
Iondwoo e ojur pay uayy
S1 B1BP 91 pUR SISA[RUR-10] .
SIIH JuUBUUSJ Ul uoISsIW’
-wod A13s310) o1 0) juss

ANOWWVH NV kg

-

i)
‘sumns

MYFIAS

— AR
,ﬁuumcmhwﬁ Wwolj pajog)
~|0o are gojdwes jeo|

"jIom AaAins

pue Suiddew uonejafoa
9y} jJO SEFEQq 9y} poulio}
pue pajjojd uoaq pey
spoosuen | uoneyador  jo
S9L158 B pes uojke|D) JAl

0 pue sy Jo e Sm

AU JNOGR JO Bore ue o

1e Buryoq| st Apras oy,

| - “sjem
-1ue- 943 Jo uoneso| A
311 2I0J219Y) pue Se[eoy

Aq peaxmbarx
Sururejuon

oY} jo seare oy 9jeApUI
pInom sAoAIns uonejagoa
oyl pres ‘uoife[) yrew
‘4301009 pue agupm JO
UOISIAIP S, 0¥ 1S9} Yuim

sjuaLnu

* I90LJ0 [RIUYDS] 10IUDS

1 p1 139010 uo umop

. Papuy o 0) pajadya ase .
Apmis 000'0z$ ‘papuny

~unop) A1) umoyjeqiure’y
S - Jo synsox gy,

"sejeoy [220] Aq pajiqeyu: oq oy Aoy -
19PPIM Y} JO SUS Oy} WO} Jayew Jea] . b
O Wl S1axiom PioLd ‘NHNBYIAGIM

“uisiip g

A0D sqrowiopry axenbs”

UOISIAID-qnS

J3SI1IBAPY Jnyliedeip

woyy sejdwes jes| jdAlenna 10800 o}sepno ejod

el

T

S'WINGIBPPSM
@)xa ue sasn Uojke|D




“ersaysip 10y Jlews snolep jo abues
8|A1S UsIuE(] 10 [RUOIIUBALOD
Ajyseuy Jo 801040 apIm & JaYjo am Auny B ul uew ayy
noA ases|d pue ssaidwi yiog jim saoud
9|qeuoseal 1B Uoios|as pue Alauea InQ
*uOBYOUN| SSBUISNQ 8SIN0O ||} B
.40 [eaw YoInb e Joj 18180 ©

poob e snid

‘sayoimpues no

. NMQLTESINYD 00 JVITEN . . .

Macarthur Advertiser

LD
019N

U niaamrAammina s madva mmaan

-o1d 03 uepd justofeuen:
B apnjour osfe [[lm [DUnod
oy 03 yodar feuy ay g
-suonendod e[eoy
[E90] UO 9ABY "M S[EW

-IUE 2Y) 10] Jelqey Y] 0.

SS300E 0] SUONILISII IO JE)
~1qQBY 9] JO SSO[ 91} §199JJ2
A1 2y3 uo suonepuaw
~WI0931 9YeW OS[e [[IM 1]

‘S[ewiue oY) Aq JUSWUOI

~IAU2 941 jo 2sp [enuajod
pue [enoe-aqy AJyuapt pue
jeliqey eeoy apiaoid o)
Apiqeyns sy 1oy gaie ay)
SS9sSE 03 swire Apnys ay
“S[ewiue [en
~PIAIDUL 3} JO UONIEI0] L)
Suip1ooa1 10 Jununo Yum
pouIsouod Ajreogmads
jou sem Apmys a9yl Inq
BOIE 91 Ul SE[EOY 921}
U39S pey 9y pies I

i “Sumns
-sod [1e; ysniq 10 sereoy
- Jo-sylew oY) arom Aoy
ISYIOYM UMOUY JOU Sem
11nq vore a1 ui sydAteona
JO Iaquunu B JO 3seq Y}
UO pajou usaq pey syiew
.|" yojeIos pres uolke) IN
"BOIE o1
ur suonewosse- ydAEeona
jo wianed a2y ysiqeIss 03
1oamndwos e ojur pay usy}
SI BJep oY) pue sis{[eue Joj
SI[IH JUBUUIJ Ul UOISSI
M ATcamy am m rne

e L T L e Lt | R |

~duwe i Auew pres o
"pyserrey jjeis Areiq

-1 o1y jue sSunuowr Aep

-Ieg |0 posn-I2A0 Sem.

sy
Ao

PIV G hoeR si1 U juow
dojys [jm 1eqy

sut A[yerpatr

‘1odojeaap ot &
padpojfuonesuadwos 10y
swre[s fregsurede [lounoy)
umoyfjudure)y  Ayrawop
-u1 0} ZInseaI], se ‘Apuey
-1oduniarow ‘pue 1ot

‘0} paipajd sey

‘S309SUEY) A} WOL PO
-joo a1p sojdures jea

pue Suddews uvoneyaSoa
oY1 Jo 'siseq Oyl pauLIO)
pue panold ussq pey
spoasuel] uoneladfoa Jo

SaUIaS B pies uole[D I
_ ‘UOSIAIp-QnS
91 Jo pue a1} Jo [e aur

-I9A0D Sorjowiory arenbs

auIl JNOQE JO BOIR UR YY)
je 3unjgo] st Apnys oy,
4  sjew
-ue: _A_o uoneso] ARy
911 210]13Y} puEe SE[BOY
Aq paynbar  syuswnu
Suiureyu
21} JO Siare oyl IedIpul
pinom sfealns uone}adon
oyl pies| ‘uolie|) YIEW
“.%mc_cua._, pue oHjpfim jo

ISIAID 5,0 1S 241 PIm
FmoIpiop Iomas -

B e Ta o ' Ol L N L R A

=21 0}

| o3 zabEe -9ABS 0] AIessoosu uonoe;
.4 9U}eNe} UBD JIaStUNy Jom’
-1 93 USY) ‘08 Op 0 WY

! 9303 Li120U0D JUSLIHNS
SHOE[ ‘IomIar): Iy ‘Iond-
-3XJ O} pue ‘0s Op 01 9Al}

{  “yiom Komms:

UOISIAIP-QNS |

B e et T bty |
-1] 24} ur 3WPMOIIIDA0 JO
wojqoid JuaLmd Yl 9AdY
oy3adxs are smoy
Suuado popueixa 94

‘pdied ey Xoam QL B 10} Ajjeriul ‘suoou
-19y| Aepanies epnjou] 0} sioy
axe |um Aleiqi| [eRuad s jIounod
mojjieqdwed 8yl :NMOLTIIadNVD

Bujuado

Aeaqy sobuo

-013 e Tomod SIy UMM

3sey Iouln IN,,

sy ~Auojod efeoy Ino

“EQIN 91U} 9ARY JOU SI0P
Kl TN J1 ‘IOAOMOH,

-kuojod ejeoy paisnoasip Ajjussal s

aurodno Apnjs sjreme

woy soid

L9L¢ 509

Ud

jo abugl
mau Bunoxg

aaAldvY LSnf

.+ “p[noys. pue ‘p[nod

 J2ISTUI - A

U3 . JopUn OYS .9y} U
| IopI0 UOWEAIISUOD Yjuou! -

ZI ® 2oeid Apojerpowun
/ “Aey
pueq I ‘Suruue|d pue
JUSWILISAOL) . [e207. 10}
CApsing,,
RPWWALY . Pry. . Juaw
-uIaAor) 9)e)s 23 03 uado
SONUOAE OM) 9Je 2194,

“o o ruad e J0o 9Yons

5 9) gim SWIR.INO SASNOR
% 'Y edeILsH |

JUSWISAOL)
Q78IS A3 I9AIMOY- ‘[9AI)

“stuepy eune] .hmx._os.n_.o,mn POYSIEM SI OH ‘NS WINGIOPPaM 24}
wes jes| 1dAjeana 199]100 0} J8HND 8]0d S|GEPUSIXS L. SBSN U

pres

[e20] 2y) 3 SjqeuUlE)IEUn
A|renizoA S1 JUBM 2M JBUM
‘uonesuadwos  Furwirep
1adoreasp o1 Jo Apq
-1ssod oY) S[IBIUD [LUNOD
£q uaxe) uvonoe Aue sy,
*paAjoaul satured ay)

Jo sydu [eda Ay 2aj0s21

jou pinom poda1 5,0 YISO

.2y} pres oy ing. Auofod

oy} Jo Apmys su pasepd

' -wod pery QYISO Y} [uun

alis oY) je uonde puadsns
0}-peaide pey rodojassp
9y} pres’Jowwalyl ply

Ao ay; uiejas o1 Wby ayy snupnuod
BEITITIET)Y E_n uewaply ‘umoljjeqdwe) uo_._mimE mau ayy :umo}jjaqdwes

J0ACH |

OlABID MHVYIN

*




